1. Scope of assignments: Will call-off assignments under the framework include market development, route-to-market and buyer engagement support for GI and provenance-based producers, or will they focus mainly on GI application and accreditation work?

         Answer: They will focus mainly on the GI application and accreditation work.


2. Reference projects: Section 4.4 of the RFT states that reference projects should be within the last five years, while the Tender Response Document states two years. Could you confirm which period applies?

Answer: 5 years

3.  Insurance: Could you confirm that the insurance levels may be put in place on award, as indicated by the column headed "Level required if successful"? Could you also confirm whether Employer's Liability is required for a sole trader with no employees, and whether the required Public Liability level is €6.5 million or €2.6 million, as both figures appear in Section 4.3?

       Answer: 2.6 million. Employer liability not required for a sole trader.

4. Pricing schedule: The notional days in Table B currently read "CA to insert details". Will a revised pricing schedule be issued? Also, as a sole trader, is it acceptable to price only the staff category that applies, with the remaining categories marked as not applicable?

Answer:  Updated Table 

	DAILY RATES (inclusive of all administrative expenses) 
The rates are fixed for the duration of the Framework Agreement 

	Staff Category

	A

Notional Days
(7.5 hours per day)
	B
Maximum Daily Rate
€
	C
Total
Excl. VAT
(A x B = C)

	Director
	
	€0
	€0

	Senior XXXXXXX
(>10 years PQE)
	
	€0
	€0

	Consultant XXXXXXX
(3 – 10 years PQE)
	45
	€0
	€0

	Administrator
	
	€0
	€0

	TOTAL TABLE B
	€0





5. Could you please confirm whether the maximum framework value of €40,000 is inclusive or exclusive of VAT? The procurement notice and RFT appear to contain differing references in this regard. Please also confirm the basis of the €25,000 maximum cumulative value applicable to an individual framework member.

Answer: Inclusive of VAT. We can’t confirm this as we can’t confirm the level of business each person will get as it will depend on operational requirements and demand throughout the Framework.

6. Section 2.2.2 states that no initial call-off contract is being awarded as part of this procurement, whereas Section 3.1 states that an initial contract will be awarded shortly after establishment of the framework. Could you please confirm the intended position?

Answer: There is no initial call off

7. The RFT specifies a tender validity period of six months, while the TRD requires the offer to remain open for acceptance for 12 months. Could you please confirm the applicable validity period?

Answer: There is a discrepancy in the two documents, and the correct answer is 6 months as this is the standard.

8. The Personnel and Skills table identifies “Food-related subject expertise”, but the Minimum Number Required column is blank. Could you please confirm the minimum personnel requirement and whether every framework applicant must demonstrate food-sector expertise, including applicants whose relevant expertise is primarily in non-food, tourism, research, marketing or business development?

Answer: One is acceptable

9. Criterion B refers to experience assisting SMEs to gain accreditation. Could you please confirm whether this specifically requires previous experience with EU Geographical Indication/PGI/PDO applications, or whether comparable accreditation, quality-scheme, research and business advisory experience may also be considered?

Answer: comparable accreditation, quality-scheme, research and business advisory experience will be considered.

10. For a sole trader, may relevant assignments personally delivered by the owner/proposed consultant prior to the establishment of the current trading name be used to demonstrate the required previous experience, provided that the consultant’s role and the relevant client/reference can be fully evidenced?

Answer: Yes 


11. Finally, could you please confirm whether delivery under individual assignments is expected to require on-site attendance in County Donegal, and if so, the indicative frequency of such attendance, given that the tendered daily rates are stated to include travel and subsistence costs?

Answer: Routine or continuous on-site attendance in Donegal is not anticipated, However, occasional attendance in Donegal and elsewhere nationally may be required for project meetings, stakeholder engagement, and workshops overseas if necessary. The frequency of such attendance will depend on project requirements and cannot be specified at this stage.

