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	No
	Questions
	Answers

	1
	Please provide an indication of the approximate scale of the portfolio in scope, including the number of awards, funded researchers, principal investigators, host institutions and total value of funding covered by the evaluation.
	The analysis should cover 2000-2024 covering all historic awards from the IRC and SFI. This includes approximately 17,000 award records; all Irish Universities, Technological Universities colleges and a number of research performing organisations; approx. EU 6 billion invested over the 25-year period.

	2
	What historic funding period is expected to be covered by the evaluation?
	The analysis should cover 2000-2024 covering all historic award from the IRC and SFI.

	3
	Should the evaluation cover all predecessor funding from the former Science Foundation Ireland and Irish Research Council organisations, or only investments made since the establishment of Research Ireland?
	The analysis should cover 2000-2024 covering all historic award from the IRC and SFI.

	4
	Are there particular programmes, schemes or funding streams that are expected to receive greater focus within the evaluation?
	The larger awards (e.g. Research Centres) will likely require a more involved analysis than individual programmes. Likewise smaller travel and collaboration grants can involve a different approach.

	5
	If relevant and appropriate, will Research Ireland facilitate access to company-level ABSEI microdata, including a common or linkable company identifier, for enterprises associated with Research Ireland-funded activity, to enable longitudinal outcome analysis and construction of matched comparison groups? If so, please confirm the expected data-access and data-sharing route.
	Research Ireland does not hold company-level ABSEI microdata and cannot guarantee access to it. Where relevant to the successful tenderer’s proposed methodology, Research Ireland can share previous analysis performed by third parties. 
Subject to data-protection, confidentiality and data-quality considerations, available information identifying enterprises associated with Research Ireland and predecessor-agency funded activity can be provided. This may include company names and internal or publicly available identifiers where held. The availability, coverage and consistency of such identifiers, particularly across the full 2000–2024 period, cannot be guaranteed.
The precise route of sharing would be agreed with the successful tenderer. 


	6
	Please provide an indication of the approximate scale of the portfolio in scope, including the number of awards, funded researchers, principal investigators, host institutions and total value of funding covered by the evaluation.
	The analysis should cover 2000-2024 covering all historic award from the IRC and SFI. This includes approximately 17,000 award records; all Irish Universities, Technological Universities colleges and a number of research performing organisations; approx. EU 6 billion invested over the 25-year period.

	7
	Scope and timeframe - Could you confirm the period of funding the evaluation should cover? In particular, should it consider the full history of relevant Science Foundation Ireland and Irish Research Council investments, or focus on a defined timeframe, portfolio or group of programmes?
	The analysis should cover 2000-2024 covering all historic award from the IRC and SFI. This includes approximately 17,000 award records; all Irish Universities, Technological Universities colleges and a number of research performing organisations; approx. EU 6 billion invested over the 25-year period.

	8
	Scale of the portfolio - Could you provide an indication of the scale and composition of the portfolio covered by the evaluation? It would be helpful to understand the approximate number and value of programmes and awards, the main programme types and disciplines, and the number of funded organisations involved.
	The analysis should cover 2000-2024 covering all historic award from the IRC and SFI. This includes approximately 17,000 award records; all Irish Universities, Technological Universities colleges and a number of research performing organisations; approx. EU 6 billion invested over the 25-year period.

	9
	Data available for the evaluation - Could you provide a data catalogue or representative sample extracts showing the datasets and fields that will be available? It would also be helpful to understand their format, time coverage, quality and completeness, and whether common identifiers are available to link awards, researchers, institutions, outputs and impacts.
	All application and awards data linked to unique identifiers can be provided for the lifetime of the former SFI and IRC portfolios. Some of the IRC council data (pre-2012) is limited to awards data only. There are also details from annual reports and in the case of SFI awards, research outputs data that captures broader engagements of awardees beyond direct publications and impacts arising from the individual grant. The vast majority of this data exists within our grants management system run by SmartSimple and is exportable to excel or directly into Tableau supported dashboards.

	10
	Researcher and comparison-group data - Will individual-level researcher data be available to support analysis of career progression, mobility and retention? Will information on unsuccessful or non-funded applicants also be available to support counterfactual or comparison-group analysis?
	[bookmark: _GoBack]All application (successful and unsuccessful) and awards data linked to individual unique identifiers can be provided for the lifetime of the former SFI and IRC portfolios. Some of the IRC council data (pre-2012) is limited to awards data only. 

	11
	Access to external datasets - Will Research Ireland help the successful tenderer access relevant datasets held by bodies such as the Higher Education Authority, Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland, higher education institutions or Government departments? If not, should tenderers allow for the cost of obtaining any external datasets within the fixed fee?
	Research Ireland will, where possible, support the successful tenderer in engaging with relevant public bodies and research-performing organisations to seek access to datasets required for the evaluation. However, Research Ireland cannot guarantee that third-party data will be available, provided within a particular timeframe, or approved for the proposed use. Access will remain subject to the data owner’s requirements, including data-protection, confidentiality, security and data-sharing arrangements.
Tenderers should identify in their proposals any external datasets on which their methodology depends. Any anticipated licence, access, acquisition or secure-processing costs associated with third-party datasets should be included within the fixed fee.


	12
	Timing and preparation of data - When are the main datasets expected to be made available to the successful tenderer? Could you also indicate the likely level of data cleaning, coding, harmonisation and reconciliation required, particularly across legacy Science Foundation Ireland and Irish Research Council systems?
	Research Ireland expects to make the main internal application and award datasets available following contract commencement and completion of the necessary data-sharing, data-protection and security arrangements. The majority of the relevant data is held within Research Ireland’s grants-management systems and can be exported in accessible formats. Much of the data from the former agencies has been harmonised and work is on-going to complete this work ahead of the evaluation.

	13
	Return-on-investment analysis - Is Research Ireland looking for a single overall assessment of return on public investment, separate estimates for individual programmes or portfolio segments, or a broader framework that brings together monetised impacts and qualitative, proxy and contribution-based evidence?
	Research Ireland is not prescribing a single return-on-investment model or a predetermined level of analysis. Tenderers should propose the evaluation approach they consider most appropriate to the scale, diversity and maturity of the funding portfolio and to producing a clear, credible and evidence-based narrative of Research Ireland’s economic and system-level impact.


	14
	Stakeholder engagement - Does Research Ireland have an expected scale for the surveys, interviews, focus groups and case studies? Will Research Ireland also provide contact details and facilitate introductions to relevant researchers, institutions, enterprise partners, Government departments and other stakeholders?
	Research Ireland is not prescribing a fixed number of surveys, interviews, focus groups or case studies. Tenderers should propose a proportionate stakeholder-engagement approach that is appropriate to the scale and diversity of the funding portfolio and sufficient to support a robust, representative and evidence-based evaluation.
Where requested by the successful tenderer, Research Ireland will, where possible, facilitate introductions to relevant researchers, institutions, enterprise partners, Government departments and other stakeholders.


	15
	Deliverables and review process - Could you confirm the expected number, length and production standard of the case studies, technical annex, communications materials, key-messages document, slide deck and presentations? Please also confirm whether professional graphic design should be included and how many rounds of review and revision tenderers should allow for.
	The precise format, length and number of individual outputs will be agreed with the successful tenderer during project initiation.
All final outputs should be professionally written, clearly presented and suitable for their intended technical, policy or public-facing audiences. Tenderers should include professional graphic design and production of publication-ready final materials within the fixed fee.
Tenderers should allow for Research Ireland to review draft deliverables and should include at least two rounds of consolidated review and revision for the principal outputs.

	16
	Award Criterion B page limits - Could you confirm whether the two-page limit for Award Criterion B applies only to the main team and resourcing response, with a separate allowance of up to two A4 pages for each biographical summary? Please also clarify whether biographical summaries are required for every proposed team member or only for Key Personnel.
	We confirm that the two (2) A4-page limit for Award Criterion B applies to the main response addressing the proposed team, resourcing and project management arrangements.
A separate allowance of up to two (2) A4 pages is permitted for each biographical summary. These biographical summaries are not included within the two-page limit for the main response.
Biographical summaries are required for the proposed team not he Key Personnel.
All submissions must comply with the specified formatting requirements of Calibri, font size 11.
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