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REQUEST FOR TENDER (RFT) 15.10.2026

Under the Open Procedure
To award a contract for the Provision of Outsourced Dermatology Services for the Mater Misericordiae University Hospital (MMUH).

Tender Deadline: 30.10.2026
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SUMMARY
	
Contracting Authority:
	
Mater Misericordiae University Hospital (MMUH)


	Competition:
	COR66 - Provision of Outsourced Dermatology Services for the Mater Misericordiae University Hospital (MMUH) 

	
Publication:
	The value of the Contract will not exceed the financial threshold for application of S.I. No. 284/2016 EU (Award of Public Authority Contracts) Regulations 2016 imposing Directive 2014/24/EU (the “Regulations”). Therefore, this Competition has been advertised as an national tender via the e-tenders Public Procurement website (www.e-tenders.gov.ie).


	Tender Procedure:


	Open Procedure. This is a single stage procedure whereby any interested party may submit a tender in accordance with this RFT.


	Time Table: 











		
	

	Project Milestones
	Dates

	Issuing of Contract Notice via e-tenders platform
	15.10.2026       

	Deadline for receipt of Tender clarifications
	23.10.2026

	Deadline for receipt of Tenders  
	30.10.2026          

	Note –The above timetable is projected and may change  




	Term:
	Any Contract that may result from this Competition will be for a term of six (6) months years.


	Term Extension Options:
	The Contracting Authority reserves the right, at its discretion, to extend the Term of the Contract for a period of up to six (6) months on the same terms and conditions subject to the Contracting Authority’s obligation at law.


	Expected Expenditure
	The Contracting Authority estimates that the expenditure on the Services to be covered by the proposed Contract may amount to some €214,000 (excl. VAT). Tenderers must understand that this figure is an estimate only based on current and future expected usage. 

	Selection Criteria:
	The criteria set out in Section 4 of this RFT. 


	Award Criteria:
	The criteria set out in Section 5 of this RFT.  


	Closing date for sending clarifications to the MMUH:
	23rd October 2026 at 12 midday (GMT) 


	Closing date for receipt of Tenders:
	30th  October 2026 at 12 midday (GMT) 


	
Delivery Method:
	 
 E-Tenders Mail Box


	

DISCLAIMERS AND IMPORTANT NOTICES 

1. This document (the “Request for Tender” or “RFT”) is for information only and does not constitute, and shall not be interpreted as, an offer for sale, prospectus, or the basis of a contract. The MMUH (the “Contracting Authority”) invites tenders (“Tenders”) to this RFT from economic operators (“Tenderers”) for the provision of services described in section 3 of this RFT. 
2. Tenderers are recommended to read the documents thoroughly.  While every effort has been made to provide comprehensive and accurate information in all notices and documents prepared for the purpose of this Competition, the Contracting Authority does not accept liability or provide any express or implied warranty in respect of such information. No responsibility or liability for any loss or damage arising as a result of reliance on these documents, or for the information contained in these documents, or for any omission is or will be accepted by the Contracting Authority or by any of its officers, employees, agents or professional advisers.  No officer, employee, agent, or professional adviser of the company has any authority to give or make any representation or warranty, express or implied, in relation to such information.  The Contracting Authority’s officers, employees, agents and professional advisers expressly disclaim any and all liability arising out of such documentation or information and any errors or omissions in or from the documents and information. 
3. The Contracting Authority does not bind itself to accept the lowest priced or any tender. 
4. No Contractual rights in relation to the Contracting Authority will exist unless and until a formal written Contract has been executed by or on behalf of the Contracting Authority. Any notification of preferred bidder status by the Contracting Authority shall not give rise to any enforceable rights by the Tenderer. 
5. This RFT supersedes and replaces any and all previous documentation, communications and correspondence between the Contracting Authority and Tenderers, and Tenderers should place no reliance on such previous documents and correspondence.
6. “Data Protection Laws” means all applicable national and EU data protection laws, regulations and guidelines including but not limited to Regulation (EU) 2016/679 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (the “General Data Protection Regulation”), the Data Protection Act 2018, and any guidelines and codes of practice issued by the Office of the Data Protection Commission or other supervisory authority for data protection in Ireland from time to time. The Contracting Authority will be a Data Controller (where Data Controller has the meaning given under the Data Protection Laws) in respect of any Personal Data (where Personal Data has the meaning given under the Data Protection Laws) required to be provided by the Tenderer in response to this RFT. The successful Tenderer, as Data Controller in respect of any Personal Data provided by it in its Tender Response Document is required to confirm, in a statement as set out at Section 1 of the Tender Response Document to this RFT, that all Data Subjects (where Data Subject has the meaning given under the Data Protection Laws) whose Personal Data is provided by the tenderer have consented to the processing of such Personal Data by the tenderer, the Contracting Authority, and the Evaluation Team, for the purposes of the participation of the Tenderer in this Competition or that the Tenderer otherwise has a legal basis for providing such Personal Data to the Contracting Authority for the purposes of its participation in this Competition.
7. The Contracting Authority seeks to encourage the participation on a fair and equal basis by Small and Medium Enterprises (“SME”s) in this Competition. SMEs that believe the scope of this Competition is beyond their technical or business capacity are encouraged to explore the possibilities of forming relationships with other SMEs or with larger enterprises, and vice versa. 
Where a group of undertakings come together to submit a Tender in response to this RFT, the Contracting Authority will deal with all matters relating to this Competition through a single nominated entity authorised to represent all members of the group. The Tenderer must provide details of all members of the group and their role in the Tender and clearly set out the contact details including name, title, telephone number, postal address, and e-mail address of the nominated entity authorised to represent the Tenderer and to whom all communications will be directed and accepted until this Competition is completed or terminated. Correspondence from any other person will NOT be accepted, acknowledged or responded to. 
Prior to and as a condition of award of any Contract, the successful Tenderer shall be required to designate a single entity who will carry overall responsibility for the Contract (the “Prime Contractor”), irrespective of whether or not tasks are carried out by a subcontractor or different consortium member. 
8. All documentation, data, statistics, drawings, information, patterns, samples or materials disclosed or furnished by the Contracting Authority to Tenderers during the course of this Competition:
a. Are furnished for the sole purpose of replying to this RFT only;
b. May not be used, communicated, reproduced or published for any other purpose without the prior written consent of the Contracting Authority; 
c. Shall be treated as confidential by the Tenderer and by any third parties (including subcontractors) engaged or consulted by the Tenderer; and 
d. Must be returned immediately to the Contracting Authority upon cancellation or completion of this Competition if so requested by the Contracting Authority. 
9. All costs and expenses incurred by Tenderers relating to their participation in this Competition shall be borne by and are a matter for discharge by the Tenderers exclusively.
10. [bookmark: _Hlk189061753]No publicity regarding this Competition or any Contract pursuant to this Competition is permitted unless and until the Contracting Authority has given its prior written consent to the relevant communication.
11. Tenderers’ attention is drawn to the Competition Act 2002 (as amended, the “2002 Act”). The 2002 Act makes it a criminal offence for Tenderers to collude on prices or terms in a public procurement competition.
12. The charges provided for in this Competition shall be discharged subject to the retention by the Contracting Authority in accordance with Section 523 of the Taxes Consolidated Act 1997 of any Professional Services Withholding Tax payable to the Tenderer. Any and all taxes applicable to the provision of the Service will be the sole responsibility of the Tenderer and the Tenderer so acknowledges and confirms. 
13. The Contracting Authority reserves the right to discontinue the Competition at any time.
14. Where reference is made to a particular item, source, process, trademark, or type in this RFT then all such references are to be given the meaning generally understood in the relevant industry and operational environment. 
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1. [bookmark: _Toc242880301]TENDER SUBMISSION CHECKLIST 

In order to enable the Contracting Authority to fully evaluate submissions received, Tenderers are advised to ensure that their tender responses include ALL of the following information:

	Item
	RFT Doc Reference
	Confirm whether included
(Please )

	ESPD Document
	Section  4
	

	Tender Response Document – response to each of the Award Criteria
	Section 5 and TRD
	

	Form of Tender and Cost Schedule
	Appendix B & B1
	

	Declaration as to personal circumstances of tender
	Appendix A
	

	All other responses required in accordance with this Document
	



The above checklist is for guidance purposes only and the Contracting Authority will not accept any responsibility for omissions from this checklist. Tenderers are advised to read this document, appendices and any supporting documentation in full in order to provide a comprehensive response.

[bookmark: _Toc398109805][bookmark: _Toc510708556][bookmark: _Toc198099703]

1. [bookmark: _Toc242880302]SCOPE OF REQUIREMENTS

[bookmark: _Toc145487564]2.1	Scope of Services

The scope of this Contract is the provision of outsourced dermatology services for the Mater Misericordiae University Hospital (MMUH)) located at Eccles Street, Dublin 7 

Appendix D Specification of Services sets out the full scope of services required.  Tenderers are requested to review Appendix D in detail prior to submitting a response to this Competition.

The Contracting Authority is seeking a solution that will at least meet and preferably exceed the requirements as set out herein.  

The Contracting Authority requires the appointment of a service provider to provide and support the above-mentioned requirement on their own premises in Dublin. The successful Tenderer must obtain prior written approval from the Contracting Authority if it wishes to engage any agent, sub- contractor or third party to perform the services or elements of the services.
The Contracting Authority invites Tenderers to scrutinise this RFT closely (including the Appendices), which provide detailed information on the services required.

[bookmark: _Toc175732601]2.2	Contract Term

Any Contract that may result from this Competition (the “Contract”) will be issued for an initial period of six (6) months (the “Term”) with the option to extend the Term for a period of up to six (6) months on the same terms and conditions subject to the Contracting Authority’s obligations at law.

2.3 	Cost Proposals
All Tenderers must complete the Pricing Schedule at Appendix B and B1. 

The prices quoted in the Pricing Schedule must be expressed in Euro (€) only and exclusive of VAT. 

The tendered costs (as per Appendix B and B1) must be all-inclusive. 

Under no circumstances will travel time be chargeable by the successful Tenderer. The Contracting Authority will only pay for time spent onsite.

The proposed Contract has a fixed term and price for six months with an option of a further six month extension. A review of pricing will form part of the contract extension. At the end of the fixed term period of six months, if the Contract is extended, the contract price for the subsequent extension may be reviewed and may increase in line with any percentage increase in the Irish Consumer Price Index (CPI) published by the Central Statistics Office in the twelve month period immediately preceding the review date. 


1. [bookmark: _Toc242880303]AWARDING OF CONTRACTS

If Tenderers fail to comply in any respect with the requirements of this RFT, the Contracting Authority reserves the right to reject the Tenderer’s Tender as non-compliant or, without prejudice to this right and subject to its obligations at law, to take any other action it considers appropriate including but not limited to: 
· Seeking written clarification from the Tenderer;
· Seeking further information form the Tenderer; or 
· Waiving a requirement, which in the Contracting Authority’s view, is non-material or procedural.
Tenderers are required:

· To complete and submit with their Tender the ESPD. Tenderers may submit an ESPD which has already been used in a previous procurement procedure PROVIDED THAT they confirm that: (i) the information contained in it continues to be correct and (ii) that they satisfy the selection criteria for this Competition as set out in Section 5; 
· To submit all documentation which this RFT requires to be submitted with their Tender; 
· To follow the format of this RFT and respond to each element in the order as set out in this RFT; 
· To conform to and comply with all instructions and requirements set out in this RFT; 
· To submit the statement as provided in Appendix B below; and 
· Not to alter or edit this RFT in any way. 
Without prejudice to the generality of the above, failure to comply with the above paragraph and paragraph 6.1 below will render the Tender non-compliant and it will be rejected. 
(a) Only those Tenderers who have:
a. Submitted a complaint Tender pursuant to this RFT, and
b. Declared by way of ESPD that either:
i. No mandatory grounds for exclusion of the Tenderer pursuant to Regulation 57 of the Regulations apply to them, or 
ii. In circumstances where any mandatory exclusion grounds apply to the Tenderer (and where the Tenderer is not precluded from doing so under Regulation 57(17) of the Regulations), that it can provide evidence to the effect that measures taken by it are sufficient to demonstrate its reliability despite the existence of any such relevant exclusion ground, and 
c. Declared by way of ESPD that they satisfy the selection criteria for this Competition as set out in Section 4 below (the “Selection Criteria”) will be evaluated in accordance with Section 5 below (the “Award Criteria”). However, please note the Contracting Authority also reserves the right to exclude from evaluation a Tenderer to whom a discretionary ground for exclusion pursuant to Regulation 57 of the Regulations applies. 
Tenderers should note that where a Tenderer is relying on the capacity of other entities (for example, Subcontractors) for the purposes of fulfilling any of the Selection Criteria below it must ensure that such entity:
i. Completes and submits a separate ESPD in respect of such entity, and 
ii. When requested by the Contracting Authority, submit proof, to the satisfaction of the Contracting Authority, that each such entity will place the necessary resources at the disposal of the Tenderer. 
The Contracting Authority may decide to examine Tenders before verifying the absence of exclusion grounds in Regulation 57 of the Regulations (the “Exclusion Grounds”) and the fulfilment of the Selection Criteria. 
However, notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Section 3, the Contracting Authority reserves the right to ask Tenderers at any time during the Competition to submit any or all of the following for the purposes of verification of the status of the Tenderer (including the Prime Contractor and any Subcontractor):
i. a Declaration in the form attached at Appendix A;
ii. evidence to the effect that measures taken by the entity concerned are sufficient to demonstrate its reliability despite the existence of a relevant Exclusion Ground;
iii. in the case of the Prime Contractor and any Subcontractor on whose capacity the Prime Contractor relies, all or any of the supporting documents specified at Section 3; 
iv. information concerning the Tenderer, and any proposed subcontractors, for the purposes of Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 (as amended by Regulation 2022/576 or any subsequent amendments to same) including, but not limited to, in respect of natural persons, copies of identity documents and, in respect of legal persons, a certificate or extract from the commercial register or other competent authority of the country in which the legal person is established; and 
v. information concerning the origin of goods, if any, for the purposes of assessing compliance with Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 (as amended by Regulation 2022/576 or any subsequent amendments to same). 
If a Tender does not, upon request by the Contracting Authority, provide evidence which is considered by the Contracting Authority as sufficient to demonstrate (i) its fulfilment of the Selection Criteria (or any one of them) in accordance with this RFT and (ii) the absence of Exclusion Grounds, or its reliability despite the existence of a relevant Exclusion Ground and (iii) that it does not come within the category of published economic operators identified in Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 of 31 July 2014 (as amended by EU Regulation 2022/576) and (iv) that the origin of goods, if any, are not subject to the prohibitions set out in Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 (as amended by Regulation 2022/576 or any subsequent amendments to same) then it shall be excluded from further participation in this Competition. 
If a Tenderer does not, upon request by the Contracting Authority, provide evidence which is considered by the Contracting Authority as sufficient to demonstrate (i) the fulfilment by any Subcontractor on whose capacity the Prime Contractor relies on the Selection Criteria (or any one of them) in accordance with this RFT and (ii) the absence of Exclusion Grounds in respect of any Subcontractor, or the reliability of any Subcontractor despite the existence of a relevant Exclusion Ground and (iii) that any proposed Subcontractor on whose capacity the Tenderer relies (where the value of that subcontract exceeds 10% of the value of the Contract) does not come within the category of prohibited economic operators identified in Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 (as amended by Regulation 2022/576 or any subsequent amendments to same) then it shall be excluded from further participation in this Competition unless it replaces the Subcontractor with one which meets all relevant requirements of this RFT. 



1. [bookmark: _Toc242880304]SELECTION CRITERIA

Tenderers will either pass or fail each of the Selection Criteria in this Section 5. A Tenderer who fails a selection criterion will be excluded from participating in this Competition. 

Tenderers are entitled to rely on the capacity of other entities to meet the requirements of the Selection Criteria in which case, any reference below to “Tenderer” shall be interpreted as including such entities. 

Tenderers should note that where a Tenderer is a grouping or is relying upon the capacity of other entities for the purposes of fulfilling any of the Selection Criteria below it must ensure that such entity:

i. Completes and submits a separate ESPD in respect of such entity, and 
ii. When requested by the Contracting Authority, submit proof, to the satisfaction of the Contracting Authority, that each such entity will place the necessary resources at the disposal of the Tenderer.
Financial and Economic Standing

Tenderers must declare by way of ESPD that they satisfy the financial and economic standing requirement(s) set out below and that they are able, upon request and without delay, to provide the supporting documentation specified below to the Contracting Authority in each case. 

(a) Evidence of insurances
Rule: The successful Tenderer will be required to have in place for the duration of the Contract the following insurances covering each and every claim, unlimited in the period:
· Public Liability: €6.5million;
· Employer’s Liability: €13million; and 
· Medical Indemnity: €5 million; 
The successful Tenderer must be able to obtain the above levels of insurance should they be identified as the successful Tenderer to be awarded the Contract. For the purposes of responding to this RFT, it shall suffice to tick section α of Part IV of the ESPD for the purposes of declaring that this requirement is met. 

(b) Tax clearance certificate issued by the Irish Revenue Commissioners
Rule: The successful Tenderer must hold a valid and current tax clearance certificate. 

For the purposes of responding to this RFT, it shall suffice to tick section α of Part IV of the ESPD for the purposes of declaring that this requirement is met. 


Technical and Professional Ability

Tenderers must declare by way of ESPD that they satisfy the technical and professional requirement(s) set out in this document and that they are able, upon request and without delay, to provide the supporting documentation specified to the Contracting Authority in each case. 








1. [bookmark: _Toc242880305][bookmark: _Toc398109813][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]AWARD CRITERIA

The Contract will be awarded on the basis of the most economically advantageous tender(s) as identified in accordance with the below criteria. 

Subject to the Disclaimers and Important Notices and the Standstill Period, award of the Contract to the highest ranked Tenderer will be conditional upon the tenderer first complying with sections 3 and 4 above. 

Tenderers must submit their response to non-cost award criteria in the provided Tender Response Document.

	AWARD CRITERIA

	
	
AWARD CRITERIA

	Weight
	Marks Available
	Min Score required to pass (60%)

	A
	Quality:
Confirmation of relevant qualifications.

	
Pass / Fail
	Pass / Fail
	Pass

	B
	Demonstration of capacity:
Demonstrate sufficient capacity to meet or exceed the MMUH’s requirements.
	50%
	5,000
	3,000

	C
	Cost
	50%
	5,000
	3,000

	
	
TOTAL

	
100%
	10,000
	NA



Tenderers should note that their response must adhere to the minimum score set out in the table above in order to avoid elimination. In the event that a Tenderer is eliminated from consideration due to a failure to meet the minimum score requirement set out in the above table then the Tenderers price submission will not be taken into account. 



Responses for non-cost Award Criteria items will be scored using the following matrix:

	
	
	Scoring Methodology

	Score 
	Range (%)
	Meaning 

	5 
	90-100
	Excellent response that fully meets and exceeds the minimum requirements, and provides very comprehensive, detailed, and convincing assurance that the Tenderer will deliver to an excellent standard. 

	4 
	75-89
	A very good response that meets the minimum requirements and exceeds them in some respects.  Response provides detailed assurance that the Tenderer will deliver to a very good or high standard. 

	3 
	60-74
	A satisfactory response which demonstrates a reasonable understanding of minimum requirements and gives reasonable assurance of delivery to an adequate standard but does not provide sufficiently convincing assurance to award a higher mark. 

	2 
	40-59
	A response where reservations exist. Lacks full credibility/convincing detail, and does not provide confidence to the Contracting Authority that the minimum required Goods and associated Services will be successfully delivered. 

	1 
	20-39
	A response where serious reservations exist. This may be because, for example, insufficient detail is provided, or the response has fundamental flaws, or is seriously inadequate or seriously lacks credibility with a high risk of non-delivery. 

	0 
	0-19
	No response or partial response only and poor evidence provided in support of it: failure to meet the requirements. 

	
	
	Note: Scores will be awarded on the basis of whole numbers only. 



Tenderers must address each of the requirements listed under the award criteria in the relevant sections of the Tender Response Document. Tenderers must submit a detailed description in response to each of the award criteria which demonstrates how the relevant requirements will be met and their approach to the delivery of the services sought. A mere affirmation statement by the Tenderer that it can/will do so or a reiteration of response requirements is NOT sufficient in this regard.
Furthermore, Tenderer’s responses to each award criteria must be self-contained, that is, they must not reference manuals, brochures, or other external documentation, except where specifically requested in this RFT.





The Ultimate Cost will be evaluated and marked using the following formula: 



	Tender Cost Lowest Tender Cost  
 1  	   Weighting
		Highest Tender Cost	 

Where:
‘Tender Cost’ is the Cost in the Tender being evaluated.
‘Lowest Tender Cost’ is the lowest Cost evaluated.
‘Highest Tender Cost’ is the highest Cost evaluated
‘Weighting’ is 5,000


Tenderers may be required to make a presentation of the proposal contained in their Tender. The Contracting Authority will not be responsible for the cost of such presentation in accordance with Section 6.7. Performance at presentations will not be evaluated. 

In circumstances where the European Communities (Public Authorities’ Contract) (Review Procedures) Regulations 2010 (Statutory Instrument 130 of 2010), as amended by the European Communities (Public Authorities’ Contracts) (Review Procedures) (Amendment) Regulations 2015 (Statutory Instrument 192 of 2015) and the European Communities (Public Authorities’ Contracts) (Review Procedures) (Amendment) Regulation 2017 (Statutory Instrument 327 of 2017) apply, no contract can or will be executed or take effect until at least fourteen (14) calendar days after the day on which the Tenderers have been sent a notice informing them of the results of this Competition (“Standstill Period”) If such notice is sent by electronic means.  The Standstill Period shall be sixteen (16) calendar days if such notice is sent by other means. The successful Tenderer will be notified of the decision of the Contracting Authority and of the expiry of the Standstill Period. 

Tenderers should note that the Contracting Authority may, when notifying Tenderers of the results of this Competition, include the scores obtained by the Tenderer concerned and the scores obtained by the preferred bidder in respect of each award criterion assessed by the Contracting Authority. 

Tenderers are reminded that it is a pre-condition to the award of the Contract that the highest ranked Tenderer submits to the Contracting Authority evidence demonstrating that it meets the Selection Criteria set out at Section 4 of this RFT. If the highest ranked Tenderer fails to provide evidence which is considered by the Contracting Authority as satisfactory, it will be excluded from the Competition and the Contracting Authority may proceed with the next highest ranked Tenderer. 

[bookmark: _Hlk192189877]Tenderers should note that the Contracting Authority reserves the right to conduct a site visit to the highest ranked Tenderer’s nominated premises without notice for the purpose of verifying that the highest ranked Tenderer does in fact satisfy the technical and professional requirement(s) as set out at Section 4 of this RFT. The Contracting Authority shall be entitled to take account of any information obtained during the site visit in its overall assessment of the Tenderer’s ability to meet the technical and professional requirement(s) as set out at Section 4 of this RFT. If the highest ranked Tenderer fails to demonstrate that it has the technical and professional ability to perform the Contract in accordance with the Selection Criteria, then it will be excluded from further consideration and the Contracting Authority reserves the right to proceed with the next highest ranked Tenderer.

Subject to compliance with all applicable pre-conditions, the successful Tenderer will be invited to sign and return the Contract, in duplicate, to the Contracting Authority no later than seven (7) calendar days from the date of expiry of the Standstill Period unless notified otherwise by the Contracting Authority in writing. A signed Contract returned by the successful Tenderer is not binding until the Contracting Authority has signed the Contract. 

Where the signed Contract is not received by the Contracting Authority within the specified time period above, the Contracting Authority may proceed to award the Contract to the next highest ranked Tenderer. 




1. [bookmark: _Toc242880306][bookmark: _Toc369092912][bookmark: _Toc369100349][bookmark: _Toc369851267][bookmark: _Toc370119453][bookmark: _Toc370205416][bookmark: _Toc372098131][bookmark: _Toc374527028]INSTRUCTIONS TO TENDERERS 
[bookmark: _Toc510708563]
 6.1 Delivery instructions 
The deadline date for receipt of completed tenders via the E-TENDERS Mailbox is 12 noon (local time) on 30.10.2026. 
Submissions sent by facsimile or email cannot be accepted.  A Tender received after the closing date and time will not be accepted. Tenderers should retain a full copy of their tender for reference purposes.

Tenderers must ensure that they give themselves sufficient time to upload and submit all required Tender documentation in their Tender before the Tender Deadline. Tenderers should take into account the fact that upload speeds vary. Tenderers must note that in the electronic tinderbox, there is a file size limit of 250MB for each single file uploaded, with a maximum total limit of 500MB for all documentation (combined) in the Tender submitted. 

In order to submit a Tender to the electronic tenderbox, Tenderers must click on the “paper plane” icon first and then on the “Submit” button. After the “Submit” button has been clicked, in the event that Tenderers need to modify or change any aspect of their Tender before the Tender Deadline, the Tender in its entirety will need to be re-submitted. Tenderers should be aware that the “Submit” button will be disabled automatically at the Tender Deadline. 
[bookmark: _Toc369092913][bookmark: _Toc369100350][bookmark: _Toc369851268][bookmark: _Toc370119454][bookmark: _Toc370205417][bookmark: _Toc372098132][bookmark: _Toc374527029][bookmark: _Toc510708564]
6.2 Tender documents - ambiguity, discrepancy, error, omission
Tenderers shall immediately notify the Contracting Authority via e-tenders messaging portal should they become aware of any ambiguity, discrepancy, error or omission in the RFT. The Contracting Authority shall, upon receipt of such notification, notify all Tenderers of its ruling in respect of any such ambiguity, discrepancy, error or omission. Such ruling shall be issued in writing and shall form part of this RFT.
[bookmark: _Toc369092914][bookmark: _Toc369100351][bookmark: _Toc369851269][bookmark: _Toc370119455][bookmark: _Toc370205418][bookmark: _Toc372098133][bookmark: _Toc374527030][bookmark: _Toc510708565]
6.3 Queries
All queries regarding this tender should be emailed through the E-Tenders website only. The responses to these queries will be issued through E-Tenders to all parties that have formally registered an interest on E-Tenders in order to ensure that no party has an unfair advantage over any other. The details of the person making a query will not be disclosed when circulating the response. 

Closing Date for Receipt of Queries is 23.10.2026 at 12.00 midday. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
For the avoidance of doubt, Tenderers may not contact the Contracting Authority directly regarding any aspect of this Competition. 
[bookmark: _Toc369092915][bookmark: _Toc369100352][bookmark: _Toc369851270][bookmark: _Toc370119456][bookmark: _Toc370205419][bookmark: _Toc372098134][bookmark: _Toc374527031][bookmark: _Toc510708566]
6.4 Qualification of Tenders
Please note that qualifications to a Tender may be considered a counter-offer and may render the Tender invalid.
[bookmark: _Toc369092916][bookmark: _Toc369100353][bookmark: _Toc369851271][bookmark: _Toc370119457][bookmark: _Toc370205420][bookmark: _Toc372098135][bookmark: _Toc374527032]
6.5 Extension of Tender period
The Contracting Authority reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to extend the closing date for receipt of Tenders by giving notice on the E-Tenders website before the original closing date.
[bookmark: _Toc369092917][bookmark: _Toc369100354][bookmark: _Toc369851272][bookmark: _Toc370119458][bookmark: _Toc370205421][bookmark: _Toc372098136][bookmark: _Toc374527033]
6.6 Modifications to tenders prior to the closing date for receipt of Tenders
Modifications to Tenders will be accepted in the form of supplementary information and/or addenda, provided they are submitted before the closing date for receipt of Tenders. 
[bookmark: _Toc369092918][bookmark: _Toc369100355][bookmark: _Toc369851273][bookmark: _Toc370119459][bookmark: _Toc370205422][bookmark: _Toc372098137][bookmark: _Toc374527034]
6.7 Cost of preparation of tender
The Contracting Authority will not be liable for any costs incurred by Tenderers in the preparation of Tenders or any associated work effort. It is the responsibility of the Tenderer to ensure that they are fully aware and understand the requirements as laid down in this Invitation to Tender document. Tenderers will be responsible for any costs incurred by them in the event of their being required to attend clarification or other meetings.
[bookmark: _Toc369092919][bookmark: _Toc369100356][bookmark: _Toc369851274][bookmark: _Toc370119460][bookmark: _Toc370205423][bookmark: _Toc372098138][bookmark: _Toc374527035]
6.8 Tender validity period
A Tender validity period of 12 months is required, commencing on the closing date for receipt of Tenders. 

[bookmark: _Toc369092920][bookmark: _Toc369100357][bookmark: _Toc369851275][bookmark: _Toc370119461][bookmark: _Toc370205424][bookmark: _Toc372098139][bookmark: _Toc374527036]6.9 Currency
Tender prices may be submitted in Euro only.  All invoices and payments will be in Euro only.

[bookmark: _Toc369092921][bookmark: _Toc369100358][bookmark: _Toc369851276][bookmark: _Toc370119462][bookmark: _Toc370205425][bookmark: _Toc372098140][bookmark: _Toc374527037]6.10 Language
Tenders must be submitted in English. Where copies of original documents are provided in languages other than English, a complete and accurate English translation should be provided or the documents will not be considered during the evaluation process.
[bookmark: _Toc369092923][bookmark: _Toc369100360][bookmark: _Toc369851278][bookmark: _Toc370119464][bookmark: _Toc370205427][bookmark: _Toc372098141][bookmark: _Toc374527038]
6.11 Conflict of interest
Any conflict of interest involving a Tenderer must be fully disclosed to the Contracting Authority.  Any registerable interest involving the Tenderer and the Contracting Authority or employees of the Contracting Authority or their relatives must be fully disclosed in the tender or should be communicated to the Contracting Authority immediately upon such information becoming known to the Tenderer, in the event of this information only coming to their notice after the submission of a bid and prior to the commencement of the Contract. 

Any Registrable Interest involving any Tenderer or Subcontractor and the Contracting Authority, members of the Government, members of the Oireachtas, or employees and officers of the Contracting Authority and their relatives must be fully disclosed in the tender or, in the event of this information only coming to the notice of the Tenderer or Subcontractor after the submission of a tender, must be communicated to the Contracting Authority immediately upon such information becoming known to the Tenderer or Subcontractor.  
The terms “Registrable Interest” and “Relative” shall be interpreted as per Section 2 of the Ethics in Public Office Acts 1995 and 2001, copies of which are available at www.irishstatutebook.gov.ie. The Contracting Authority will, at its absolute discretion, decide on the appropriate course of action, which may in appropriate circumstances include eliminating a Tenderer from this Competition or terminating any Contract entered into by a Tenderer.
During the Term of the Contract, the Contracting Authority may, in its absolute discretion decide to terminate the Contract because of an actual or potential conflict of interest or due to any actual or potential conflict that was not disclosed by the Tenderer to the Contracting Authority either before the Contract was awarded or where an actual or potential conflict arose during the Contract and was not brought to the attention of the Contracting Authority.
[bookmark: _Toc369092924][bookmark: _Toc369100361][bookmark: _Toc369851279][bookmark: _Toc370119465][bookmark: _Toc370205428][bookmark: _Toc372098142][bookmark: _Toc374527039]
6.12 Freedom of Information Act
Each of the parties will undertake to use their reasonable endeavours to hold confidential any confidential information received from the other party, subject to the Contracting Authority’s obligations under law, including (if applicable) the provisions of the Freedom of Information Acts 2014. The Tenderer will agree that, should it wish any confidential information supplied by it to the Contracting Authority not to be disclosed, because of its commercial sensitivity, it will, when supplying such information, identify same and specify the reasons for its sensitivity. The Contracting Authority will consult with the Tenderer about such sensitive information before making a decision regarding release of such information under the Freedom of Information Act 2014. However, the Contracting Authority will give no undertaking or assurance that such information will not be released under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Acts 2014 and the final decision on whether or not to release such information rests with the Contracting Authority or as set out in the Freedom of Information Act 2014. 
[bookmark: _Toc369092925][bookmark: _Toc369100362][bookmark: _Toc369851280][bookmark: _Toc370119466][bookmark: _Toc370205429][bookmark: _Toc372098143][bookmark: _Toc374527040] 
6.13 Withholding tax
Payments on foot of contracts awarded may be subject to Irish ‘Professional Services Withholding Tax’ at the prevailing rate (currently at 20%) as laid down by the Revenue Commissioners in Ireland. Non-residents may be able to reclaim such deducted Tax from the Office of the Revenue Commissioners in Ireland. : www.revenue.ie

6.14 Tax clearance certificate
It will be a condition for the award of this Contract that the successful Tenderer can promptly produce and maintain a current Irish Tax Clearance Certificate. See Irish Revenue web site: www.revenue.ie

[bookmark: _Toc369092926][bookmark: _Toc369100363][bookmark: _Toc369851281][bookmark: _Toc370119467][bookmark: _Toc370205430][bookmark: _Toc372098144][bookmark: _Toc374527041]6.15 Applicable legislation
Tenderers must have regard in preparing proposals and Tenders to all applicable legislation, in particular to statutory terms relating to minimum pay and to legally binding industrial or sectoral agreements. Tenderers should be aware that national legislation applies in other matters such as Working Time, Official Secrets, Data Protection and Health and Safety.

[bookmark: _Toc369092927][bookmark: _Toc369100364][bookmark: _Toc369851282][bookmark: _Toc370119468][bookmark: _Toc370205431][bookmark: _Toc372098145][bookmark: _Toc374527042]6.16 Confidentiality of evaluation
After the official opening of Tenders, information relating to the examination, clarification, evaluation and comparison of Tenders and recommendations concerning the award of Contract will not be disclosed to Tenderers or any other persons save as required by law.

6.17 Determination of responsiveness
After the official opening of Tenders, the Contracting Authority or its staff or agents will determine whether each Tender is substantially responsive to the requirements of the Tender documents. If a material deviation exists that limits in any substantial way the Contracting Authority’s rights or the Tenderer’s obligations, the Tender shall be rejected.
[bookmark: _Toc369092928][bookmark: _Toc369100365][bookmark: _Toc369851283][bookmark: _Toc370119469][bookmark: _Toc370205432][bookmark: _Toc372098146][bookmark: _Toc374527043]
6.18 Clarification of tenders
In order to assist in the assessment of Tenders, the Contracting Authority may ask Tenderers for clarification of aspects of their Tenders, including a breakdown of the financial proposal or other information. 
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6.19 Correction of errors
The Contracting Authority reserves the right at any time before the Tender Deadline to update or amend the information contained in this RFT. Tenderers will be informed of any such amendment or extension through the eTenders website. The Contracting Authority may, without any responsibility for this, examine the Form of Tender and other detailed pricing information for errors in addition or extension. Where there is a discrepancy between amounts in figures and words, the amount in words shall apply. A Tenderer not accepting the correction of their tender as outlined above may have their Tender rejected.
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6.20 Interference
Any effort by the Tenderer to unduly influence the Contracting Authority, relevant agency personnel or any other relevant persons or bodies in the process of examination, clarification, evaluation and comparison of Tenders and in decisions concerning the award of a Contract shall have their Tender rejected. In accordance with Section 38 of the Ethics in Public Office Act 1995 any money, gift or other consideration from a person holding or seeking to obtain a contract will be deemed to have been paid or given corruptly unless the contrary is proved.
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6.21 Inducements to purchase
The Contracting Authority shall be entitled to disqualify a Tenderer in the following circumstances:
(i) if the Tenderer has offered or given or agreed to give to any person any gift or consideration of any kind as an inducement or reward for doing or forbearing to do, or for having done or forborne to do, any action in relation to the obtaining or execution of this contract award procedure  or showing or forbearing to show favour or disfavour to any person in relation to this contract award procedure or any other contract award procedure with the Contracting Authority, or
(ii) if like acts have been done by any other person employed by the Tenderer or acting on its behalf (whether with or without the knowledge of the Tenderer).
The Competition Act 2002 makes it a criminal offence for Tenderers to collude on prices or terms in a public tendering procedure. Where the Contracting Authority has reasonable grounds to believe that a Tenderer may have been involved in collusion, it shall be entitled to exclude such Tenderers from the Competition at its sole discretion. 

6.22 Law
Both the Contracting Authority and the successful Tenderer shall comply with Irish law and the jurisdiction of the Irish courts, which will govern the Contract.  The Successful Tenderer will be required to comply with Irish Data Protection law. 

6.23 Copyright
Any programmes developed or used in the implementation of this Contract, and all material associated with this Contract, will be owned by the Contracting Authority and it is the responsibility of the Successful Tenderer to provide this to the Contracting Authority on termination of the Contract.

6.24 Terms of payment and VAT
Payment will be made on receipt of invoices related to Purchase Orders issued by the Contracting Authority. Following receipt of a Contracting Authority purchase order, the Successful Tenderer shall send an invoice to the Contracting Authority (indicating the relevant Purchase Order number) together with all other relevant supporting documentation as may be required.  Payment shall be made within 45 days of receipt of a correct and appropriately vouched invoice at the Finance Department, MMUH, provided there is no dispute in relation to the provision of the relevant Services. In the event of any such dispute, payment may be withheld in respect of any disputed amount until the dispute is resolved. All prices quoted must be exclusive of VAT. Invoices must be accompanied by supporting documentation (e.g. signed timesheets, times attended, etc.)

6.25 The Contract
The form of agreement setting out the standard terms and conditions on which the services shall be provided by the successful Tenderer(s) to the Contracting Authority shall be in the form attached at Appendix D hereto (the Contract).  Tenderers should take account of the provision of the Contract in the preparation of their Tenders. Tenderers are required to confirm their acceptance of the Contract. Tenderers may not amend the Contract. 

6.26 Clarification meetings
Tenderers may be required to attend a clarification meeting at which they will present their Tender for the purpose of elaboration, clarification and/or aiding understanding. Tenderers will be required to bear their own costs in respect of any such meeting. The date, location and commencement time for Tenderers’ meetings, if required, will be communicated to each Tenderer separately.

6.27 Canvassing/communications
No publicity regarding the services or the award of any contract will be permitted unless and until the Contracting Authority has given express written consent to the relevant communication. For example, no statements may be made to the media regarding the nature of any Tender, its contents or any proposals relating to it without the prior written consent of the Contracting Authority. No unsolicited communications from Tenderers will be entertained during the evaluation period. Tenderers shall not directly or indirectly at any time canvass the Contracting Authority or any employees or agents of the Contracting Authority in relation to this procurement or attempt to obtain information from any of the employees or agents of the Contracting Authority or their advisors concerning another Tenderer or tender.
Where a Tenderer has an existing relationship with the Contracting Authority or its employees, the Tenderer is advised that any discussions, correspondence, or other influences on the tender process may be treated as canvassing.

6.28 Sufficiency and accuracy of Tender
Tenderers will be deemed to have examined all the documents enclosed by their own independent observations and enquiries and will be held to have fully informed themselves as to the nature and extent of the requirements of the Tender.
Tenderers are cautioned to check the accuracy of their Tender prior to submission. A Tender found containing any obvious clerical errors or omissions may, at the sole discretion of the Contracting Authority, be referred back to the Tenderer for correction. Any subsequent adjustment(s) must be confirmed in writing. The Contracting Authority reserves the right to disqualify incomplete Tenders. 
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6.29 Notification of tender evaluations
All Tenderers will be informed electronically of the outcome of their Tender following Tender evaluation and subsequent clarifications (if any), as well as of any decisions reached regarding the award of Contract. 

6.30 Award of Contract
Following the Standstill Period the Contracting Authority intends to conclude the Contract with the highest ranked tenderer emerging from this Competition.

6.31 Amendments to invitation document
Tenderers are reminded that under no circumstances should they amend, add or delete sections from the RFT which could interfere with or change the interpretation of the requirement.  If Tenderers are found to have amended the documents in any way as part of their submission, the Contracting Authority reserves the right to disqualify such tenders.

6.32 Appendices
	Tenderers are reminded that only appendices referenced in the main document will be included in the evaluation.




[bookmark: _Toc398109814][bookmark: _Toc242880307]Appendix A – Declaration as to Personal Circumstances of Tenderer
Re: Request for Tenders for the Provision of Outsourced Dermatology Services for the Mater Misericordiae University Hospital (MMUH).
 
NAME:   	[Click here and insert name]
ADDRESS: 	[Click here and insert address]

I, [Click here and insert name of Declarant], having been duly authorised by [Click here and insert name of entity] sincerely declare that [Click here and insert name of entity] itself or any person who has is a member of the administrative, management or supervisory body of [Click here and insert name of entity] or has powers of representation, decision or control in [Click here and insert name of entity]: 

1. Has never been the subject of a conviction for participation in a criminal organisation, as defined in Article 2 of Council Framework Decision 2008/841/JHA.
1. Has never been the subject of a conviction for corruption, as defined in Article 3 of the Convention on the fight against corruption involving officials of the European Communities or officials of Member States of the European Union and Article 2(1) of Council Framework Decision 2003/568/JHA as well as corruption as defined in the national law of the Contracting Authority or [Click here and insert name of entity].
1. Has never been the subject of a conviction for fraud within the meaning of Article 1 of the Convention on the protection of the European Communities’ financial interests.
1. Has never been the subject of a conviction for terrorist offences or offences linked to terrorist activities, as defined in Articles 1 and 3 of Council Framework Decision 2002/475/JHA respectively, or for inciting or aiding or abetting or attempting to commit an offence, as referred to in Article 4 of that Framework Decision.
1. Has never been the subject of a conviction for money laundering or terrorist financing, as defined in Article 1 of Directive 2005/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council.
1. Has never been the subject of a conviction for child labour and other forms of trafficking in human beings as defined in Article 2 of Directive 2011/36/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council.
1. Is not in breach and has not breached its obligations relating to the payment of taxes or social security contributions.
1. That the preparation of the Tender was carried out independently.
1. Has, in the performance of all public contracts, complied with applicable obligations in the field of environmental, social and labour law that apply at the place where the works are carried out or the services provided, that have been established by EU law, national law, collective agreements or by international, environmental, social and labour law listed in Schedule 7 of the European Union (Award of Public Authority Contracts) Regulations 2016 (Statutory Instrument 284 of 2016). 
1.  Is not bankrupt or the subject of insolvency or winding-up proceedings, its assets are not being administered by a liquidator or by the court, it is not in an arrangement with creditors, its business activities are not suspended nor is it in any analogous situation arising from a similar procedure under national laws and regulations.
1. Is not guilty of grave professional misconduct.
1. Has not entered into agreements with other economic operators aimed at distorting competition.
1.  Is not aware of any conflict of interest due to its participation in the Competition;
1. Has not had any prior involvement in the preparation of the Competition;
1. Has not shown significant or persistent deficiencies in the performance of a substantive requirement under a prior public contract, a prior contract with a contracting entity, or a prior concession contract, which led to early termination of that prior contract, damages or other comparable sanctions.
1. Is not guilty of serious misrepresentation in supplying the information required for the verification of the absence of grounds for exclusion or the fulfilment of the Selection Criteria for this Competition and did not withhold such information and did not fail or is not able to submit supporting documents in respect of this Competition as required under Regulation 59 of the European Union (Award of Public Authority Contracts) Regulations 2016 (Statutory Instrument 284 of 2016). 
1. Has not undertaken to unduly influence the decision-making process of the Contracting Authority in respect of the Competition, or obtain confidential information that may confer upon it undue advantages in respect of the Competition; or negligently provided misleading information that may have a material influence on decisions concerning exclusion, selection or award.

I understand and acknowledge that the provision of inaccurate or misleading information in this declaration may lead to my business/firm/company/partnership being excluded from participation in this or future Tenders, and I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true and by virtue of the Statutory Declarations Act, 1938. This declaration is made for the benefit of the Contracting Authority. 

[bookmark: _Toc398109815]
	

________________________
Signature of Declarant
	
________________________
Name of Declarant in print or block capitals

	
Declared before me by ___________________________________ who is personally known to me
(or who is identified to me by ______________________________who is personally known to me)
at ____________________________  this ___________ day of _______________ 2024

________________________________
(signed)
Practising Solicitor/Commissioner for Oaths
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[bookmark: _Toc398109817][bookmark: _Toc242880308]Appendix B – FORM OF TENDER 

This Form of Tender and the accompanying Costing Sheet (Appendix B1 attached separately) must be completed, signed and returned by Tenderers

To: 	Mater Misericordiae University Hospital (the “Contracting Authority”)

Project-Award of Contract for the Provision of Outsourced Dermatology Services for the Mater Misericordiae University Hospital (MMUH).


From: 	__________________________


I/We, having read the full Invitation to Tender document and associated appendices, do hereby offer to provide the whole of the services described therein to the entire satisfaction of the contracting authority for the following fee and to enter into a contract accordingly:


	Description
	Total Cost (excl. VAT)

	TOTAL ULTIMATE COST per annum (carried forward from Appendix B1 Cost Schedule)

	€





I/We acknowledge that 
(i) all rates quoted are in euro (€) and all payments, if successful in the Competition, will be in euro (€);
(ii) the fee quoted shall include any and all expenses incurred by the Successful Tenderer, its employees, servants and agents in the performance of the services;
(iii) the rates quoted will be fixed as maximum rates for any new purchases during the Contract period inclusive of any contract extension(s) ;  
(iv) I/we will keep our Tender open for acceptance by you for a period of 12 months from the closing date for receipt of Tenders;
(v) I/we agree that the Contracting Authority is not bound to accept the most economically advantageous or any Tender received;
(vi) I/we have read and thoroughly examined the RFT and understand the nature and extent of the Services required to be delivered as described in the RFT;
(vii) I/We accept all of the Terms and Conditions of the RFT and the Contract and agree if awarded a Contract to execute the Contract; 
(viii) I/We shall, if awarded a Contract under this RFT, have in place on the Effective Date of the Contract all insurances as required by this RFT; 
(ix) I/we undertake to treat the details of this RFT, our Tender and any subsequent clarification as private and confidential;
(x) acceptance by the Contracting Authority of our tender will not constitute a binding and enforceable agreement and that a legally enforceable agreement will not exist until and unless the Contract has been executed by the contracting authority; 
(xi) I/we have availed of all offers for additional information or have otherwise satisfied myself/ourselves as to conditions that may in any manner affect the performance of the Services;
(xii) I/we have included everything necessary for the performance of the Services which are either expressly stated in the RFT or contained in any supplementary information or which could reasonably be inferred therefrom and that our Tender is in all respects compliant with the requirements; 
(xiii) I/we have found no errors, omissions, conflicts or ambiguities in the RFT except those which I/We have brought to the attention of the contracting authority before the latest date for submitting queries;
(xiv) I/we have included for compliance with all statutory requirements applicable in the Republic of Ireland are in force 7 days prior to the deadline for receipt of Tenders;
(xv) I/We confirm that all Data Subjects whose Personal Data is provided in our Tender have consented to the processing of such Personal data by us, the Contracting Authority, the Evaluation Team and the supplier of etenders.gov.ie website, for the purposes of our participation in this Competition and that we will provide evidence of such consent and/or legal basis to the Contracting Authority upon request; 
(xvi) I/We do not come within the category of prohibited economic operators identified in Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 of 31 July 2014 (as amended by EU Regulation 2022/576 or subsequent amendments to same); 
(xvii) The origin of goods connected to our Tender, if any, are not subject to the prohibitions set out in Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 of 31 July 2014 (as amended by EU Regulation 2022/576 or subsequent amendments to same); 
(xviii) The subcontractor(s) on whose capacity we rely as part of our Tender (where the value of that subcontract exceeds 10% of the value of the Contract) does not come within the category of prohibited economic operators identified in Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 of 31 July 2014 (as amended by EU Regulation 2022/576 or subsequent amendments to same); 
(xix) I/we will not, if awarded a contract, employ labour in a manner that is discriminatory in relation to gender, race, religious beliefs or age;  and
(xx) I/we will not, if awarded a contract, source any part of the contract in countries subject to official international trading sanctions.

	Signed:
	


	Name in Capitals:
	

	On behalf of:
	

	Address:
	

	Telephone:
	

	Email:
	

	Date:
	



A Tenderer’s failure to sign and date this Form of Tender and to complete all sections (including Costing Sheet below) will invalidate their tender.
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[bookmark: _Toc242880309]Appendix C – The Contract[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Attached separately.] 



APPENDIX D – SPECIFICATION OF REQUIREMENTS:

1. INVITATION TO TENDER.
1.1 Introduction & Scope:
This Request for Tender ("RFT") is issued by the Mater Misericordiae University Hospital (the "MMUH"). The MMUH invites comprehensive proposals from qualified third-party healthcare providers for the end-to-end provision of minor operative and oncological dermatology services. The required services are split into three procedure categories:
· Category 1: Biopsy / Shaves / Single Excision
· Category 2: Excision of BCC / SCC / Malignant Melanoma
· Category 3: Excision with Graft or Flap Reconstruction

1.2 Commercial Model and Limited Volume Caps:
This contract will be awarded on a non-exclusive, zero-volume guarantee basis. The MMUH makes no commitment regarding the exact quantity or frequency of patient referrals.
Referrals will be subject to a strict internal budgetary ceiling. The MMUH reserves the absolute right to pause, adjust, or terminate clinical referrals immediately and without penalty upon approaching its maximum affordable internal spending allocation. 
To ensure a robust tendering process the MMUH will not be in a position to disclose the budget to applicants.  Total procedure volumes are expected to be between150-200. The MMUH reserves the right to procure a further 200% of this volume under this tender process. 
2. SERVICE SPECIFICATIONS & ALL-INCLUSIVE COST STRUCTURE.
2.1 End-to-End Pathway: 
Tenderers must submit a fixed, all-inclusive unit fee per procedure. This fee must fully cover all clinical and operational costs required to deliver a complete patient episode. No additional or ancillary fees will be entertained. The all-inclusive fee must cover:
* Facilities & Equipment: Full use of clinical infrastructure, sterile surgical suites, local anaesthesia, medical consumables, dressings, and surgical instrumentation.
* Medical & Clinical Inputs: All consultation, pre-operative marking, intra-operative surgical delivery, and administrative coordination.
* Pathology & Histology Costs: Rapid transport, processing, slide preparation, and formal diagnostic reporting of all excised tissue specimens by an accredited laboratory.
* Post-Operative & Complication Care: Immediate post-operative recovery, stitch removal, scar assessment, and the diagnosis and management of any acute post-operative complications (e.g., haemorrhage, localized infection, wound dehiscence) arising within 30 days of the primary procedure.

2.2 Detailed Category Breakdowns:
Procedure category 1: Biopsy / Shaves / Single Excision – Diagnostic punch/incisional biopsies, tangential shave excisions, or simple punch/shave interventions for suspicious lesions, inclusive of primary closure.
Procedure category 2: Excision of BCC / SCC / Malignant Melanoma – Therapeutic surgical excisions of confirmed or highly suspect Basal Cell Carcinomas, Squamous Cell Carcinomas, or Melanomas, executed with pre-defined oncological margins and primary linear closure.
Procedure category 3: Excision with Complex Reconstruction – Surgical excision of complex or high-risk skin malignancies requiring immediate local tissue rearrangement (e.g., advancement, rotation, transposition flaps) or free skin grafting (split-thickness or full-thickness skin grafts) to restore functional and cosmetic integrity.

3. CLINICAL FACILITY REQUIREMENTS.
The third-party provider must possess and operate clinical facilities that guarantees patient safety, absolute sterility, and compliance with national healthcare standards. 
3.1 General Facility Standards:
The facility must be located within a geographic proximity accessible to the patient cohort i.e. within the MMUH catchment area, operate in line with HIQA standards or equivalent.
3.2 Minor Surgical Suite Specifications:
 All Category 1, 2, and 3 procedures must be performed within a purpose-built, dedicated Minor Operative Theatre or Clinical Procedure Room with appropriate controlled mechanical ventilation or localized air-filtration systems and built designed in list with IPC best practise.
All clinical and surgical equipment must be fully validated, calibrated and maintained in line with manufacturer’s recommendations. 
The facility must demonstrate a validated pathway for instrument decontamination. All surgical instruments must either be single-use disposable items or processed through an accredited, central sterile services department (CSSD) complying with HSE Standards and Recommended Practices for Central Decontamination Units.
3.3 Pathology Laboratory Accreditation:
The histopathology laboratory utilized by the provider for tissue processing and reporting must hold active accreditation to the ISO 15189 standard (Medical laboratories — Requirements for quality and competence).

4. PERSONNEL QUALIFICATIONS AND CLINICAL GOVERNANCE.
The tenderer must guarantee that all personnel involved in the patient's care pathway possess the appropriate Irish statutory qualifications, specialist credentials, and professional indemnity.
4.1 Operating Surgeons (Medical Practitioners):
Every surgeon performing procedures under this contract must hold current, unrestricted General Registration and, where applicable, Specialist Registration with the Medical Council of Ireland (MCI).
Surgeons executing Category 2 and 3 procedures must be registered on the Specialist Division of the MCI in an appropriate surgical specialty, including but not limited to:
· Dermatology
· Plastic, Reconstructive and Aesthetic Surgery
· General Surgery (with documented sub-specialist competency in surgical oncology/skin malignancy)
The operating clinicians must demonstrate a documented track record of performing minor skin surgeries and complex oncological reconstructions within a peer-reviewed or audited clinical network over the preceding 24 months.
4.2 Nursing and Allied Health Support Staff:
All nursing staff assisting within the surgical theatre or managing post-operative wound clinics must hold active, valid registration with Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland – NMBI and hold all necessary certified competencies (e.g. wound management care). 
4.3 Pathology Personnel:
Pathologists responsible for reviewing, staging (according to current AJCC guidelines), and issuing diagnostic reports on excised specimens must be registered in the Specialist Division of the Medical Council of Ireland under Pathology / Histopathology.
4.4 Clinical Indemnity and Insurance:
* The provider must submit explicit proof of active Clinical Indemnity Insurance (e.g., via the State Claims Agency Clinical Indemnity Scheme or equivalent commercial medical malpractice cover) protecting all named clinicians against claims arising from surgical delivery or post-operative mismanagements. Minimum indemnity limits must meet or exceed €5,000,000 per occurrence.
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