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Rásaíocht Con Éireann/Greyhound Racing Ireland


OPEN PROCEDURE
Formal Tendering

Invitation to Tender

For the provision of Greyhound Foster Care Centres and Pre-Travel Accommodation Centres

Tender Return Date:
6th November  2026

Tender Return To:-
Michael Cussen
Procurement Officer.
Rásaíocht Con Éireann 
Greenpark, Dock Road,
Limerick

Tender Reference: GRI1145MC
Disclaimer
This document issued herewith (“the Document”) is for information only and does not constitute, and shall not be interpreted as, an offer for sale, prospectus, or the basis of a contract.

Candidates are recommended to read the documents thoroughly.  While all reasonable steps have been taken to ensure that the information set out in the documents is accurate and up to date, no representation or warranty, express or implied, is or will be made or given in relation to the accuracy or the completeness of any information contained in the documents or otherwise provided by or on behalf of RCÉ (in writing or otherwise) to any interested party or its advisers. No responsibility or liability for any loss or damage arising as a result of reliance on these documents, or for the information contained in these documents, or for any omission is or will be accepted by RCÉ or by any of its officers, employees, agents or professional advisers.  No officer, employee, agent, or professional adviser of the company has any authority to give or make any representation or warranty, express or implied, in relation to such information.  RCÉ officers, employees, agents and professional advisers expressly disclaim any and all liability arising out of such documentation or information and any errors or omissions in or from the documents and information. 

RCÉ reserves the right to discontinue the procurement process at any time.

No liability will be accepted for candidates' costs in connection with the procurement procedure, irrespective of the outcome, whether or not the procedure is cancelled or postponed

Important Notice
Please note that RCÉ is under no obligation to commit to any level of business with regard to the provision of this service.
RCÉ reserves the right to discontinue the procurement process at any time.











This Invitation to Tender is comprised of four sections as follows:-

Section A:		Introduction, Specification and Form of Tender
Section B:		General Tendering Information
Section C:		Specific Tendering Information
Section D:		Information to Be Supplied With Each Tender
Appendix 1:             Pricing Proposal 

		




	
















INVITATION TO TENDER
SECTION A

1.   INTRODUCTION 
Rásaíocht Con Éireann (RCÉ) invites tender submissions from interested parties for the provision of  Greyhound Foster Care and Pre-Travel Accommodation Centres
The services required are listed in Section A, paragraph 2 – Specification. This Invitation to Tender (ITT) forms part of a tender process. Submissions to this ITT will be considered for the provision of  Greyhound Foster Care and Pre-Travel Accommodation Centres as required by RCÉ. It is advised that you read this document completely and in its entirety before completing your tender submission. The tender will comprise of two lots:
Tenders should Set out in their submission which lot is being applied for:

	LOT NUMBER
	DESCRIPTION

	Lot 1
	The provision of Greyhound Foster Care Centres and Pre-Travel Accommodation Centres

	Lot 2
	Assembly point  duties




2.Specification for Greyhound Foster Care and Pre-Travel Accommodation centres          
1. Facilities at Centre:

a) Security – physical, technological and management measures to ensure security of facility to a high standard.
b) Kennels - To be fit for purpose and consistent with the RCÉ’s Code of Practice on the Care & Welfare of the Greyhound i.e. be well ventilated, be well lit (natural daylight), not exposed to excessive noises and be suitably constructed to allow for complete disinfection.
c) Kennels capacity of a minimum of 10 foster greyhounds.
d) Exercise paddocks – paddocks to be available for greyhounds to exercise and allow them to urinate and defecate.
e) Food preparation area – a fully kitted out food preparation area i.e. worktops, cooker, fridge, hot and cold running water to be at the facility. Suitable storage areas/storage containers to be available to ensure that all foodstuffs are kept fresh. Hygiene standards to be extremely high in this area.
f) Pest Control policy – a documented pest control plan in place.
g) Toilets and hand washing facilities (hot water) for staff.
h) An area available to talk to potential adopters, sign paperwork and meet greyhounds at the fosterers premises. 
i) Internet facilities – to provide regular updates and photos/videos as necessary.  

To ensure facilities at a standard that meets that of those laid out in the RCE Code of Practice, and pursuant to the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 and the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.

2. Greyhounds at Centre:

a) Operator to be cognisant that RCÉ are to be the sole arbiters of greyhound intakes.
b) Operator to accept that any monetary payments do not apply to:
i. Greyhounds that are in the ownership of the operator of the facility
ii. Greyhounds that are in the ownership of family members of the operator of the facility
iii. Greyhounds that are in the ownership of staff of the facility
iv. Greyhounds that are in the ownership of family members of staff of the facility

3. Staffing levels:

Staffing to be at a level which ensures that all hygiene and all welfare standards are in accordance with RCÉ’s Code of Practice on the Care & Welfare of the Greyhound.

4. Ownership/Leasing details:

Proof of Ownership of Facilities required or Copy of Terms of Lease of Facilities required.

5. Previous Animal Welfare Record of Operators/Staff of Greyhound Foster Care Centres:
a) Operators and Staff of Greyhound Foster Care Centres must not have any previous fines or convictions relating to Animal Welfare/Greyhound Welfare/Possession or use of Prohibited Animal Remedies.
b) Operators and Staff of Greyhound Foster Care Centres must not have been the subject of any disciplinary action in relation to Animal Welfare or the use of prohibited substances by a recognised authority in Control of Greyhound Racing or Coursing in any jurisdiction.



6. Insurance:

a) Operators to have their own Public Liability Insurance up to €6,500,000 and employer’s Liability insurance of €12,700,000.
b) Have a policy in place to report breaches of security including attempts to take or release greyhounds and escapes by greyhounds from premises and consequent risks to livestock being attacked.


7. Responsibility towards greyhounds: To ensure care is at a standard that meets that of those laid out in the RCE Code of Practice, and pursuant to the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 and the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.

a) Have a health check policy in place for all new arrivals
b) Have a vaccination policy in place for all new arrivals
c) Have a policy in place to report a serious outbreak of a contagious disease in greyhounds to an RCÉ Welfare Officer once becoming aware of the disease.
d) Have an isolation kennel(s) for sick greyhounds away from main kennel block.

8.  Access to Veterinary Practitioner:

A designated veterinary practitioner to be available to provide 24 hour veterinary cover.

9. Proper Record keeping by Operator:

a) Record of all greyhounds in and out to be kept with greyhound names, earmarkings, microchips, Pet Passport Numbers and must be provided to RCÉ requested.
b) RCÉ Animal Remedies/Veterinary Treatments Log to be kept.

10.  Licences required:

a) Meat Feeders Licence
b) Dog Licences/Kennel Licence
c) Relevant valid Driver’s Licence

11. Socialisation of Greyhounds:

Enrichment and Socialisation must be provided to help prepare greyhounds for retirement in their new home. Basic socialisation that must be carried out include:
a) Physical handling e.g lead walking, grooming, petting
b) Exposure to humans e.g feeding, cleaning, bathing
c) Exposure to other animals e.g other dog breeds, cats etc. including small dogs.
d) Exposure to urban environments such as traffic and crowds.


12. Pre- Rehoming Requirements:

a) To fully complete the IRGT’s Foster Intake Form for each greyhound upon handover from the owner.
b) Good quality photos, videos and profiles of greyhounds will be required to help promote greyhounds for rehoming, with the completed profile to be made available to IRGT department at the earliest convenience.
c) Fosterers must be willing to transport greyhounds to the Veterinary practices for pre-rehoming procedures and health check, to the designated transporter or transport collection points and to meet owner/trainers as necessary. Fosterers must also be willing and available, where required, to travel to Regional Veterinary Offices in order to submit and collect any documentation necessary to facilitate the export of greyhounds to be rehomed. These duties should be allowed for in the tendered price.
d) Fosterers must ensure they have all documents for transport, have a strong understanding of the entries required on these documents and ensure greyhounds are ready for transport e.g. well groomed, in good physical health, good dental health, and having up to date vaccinations.
e) Have a good knowledge of transporting requirements and transport documentation requirements.


13. Greyhound Transport:

              a)	The Driver of the Centres transport vehicles to have Type 1 DAFM Authorisation
b)	Transport Vehicles to be suitable for the safe transportation of a large number of greyhounds
 

14.  Death of greyhound:

a) Operator to have a policy in place for a veterinary practitioner to carry out a post mortem in the event of the death of a greyhound at a facility.
b) Operator to have a policy in place regarding the proper disposal of any carcass in accordance with national Regulations i.e. agreement with veterinary practitioner or owner of pet crematorium.


15. Projected capacity and Ultimate cost for Foster care centre proposal.

a) Total projected capacity of greyhounds at premises 
b) Total ultimate cost  of fostering greyhounds and the accommodating of greyhound pre-travel (exclusive of VAT)  based of (a) detail of overall costs and (b)  rate per greyhound per night.
c) Rate per KM to apply for greyhound transportation

17. Assembly point extra duties

a) Fosterers must be available for the following duties and tender appropriately for the service.
b) Service and Mileage to be included as a  combined/total figure.
c) All greyhounds must be accommodated at the Assembly Centre for at least 48 hours prior to departure, with the accommodation being provided at the same rates as foster centre accommodation rates.
d) All greyhounds must receive a clinical health check by the vet 48 hours before departure.
e) All IRGT paperwork and documentation must be kept in order and submitted to the DVOs as appropriate.
Fosterers must be available to meet the transporter at an agreed destination
Airport Runs
a) All greyhounds must receive a clinical health check by the vet 48 hours before departure
b) All IRGT paperwork and documentation must be kept in order and submitted to the DVO as appropriate.
c) Fosterers must be available to meet the consignee/ nominated person at the agreed departure airport.

*It is not possible to apply to be an Assembly Centre without being suitable as a Foster Centre in the first instance. 





3. FORM OF TENDER

3.1 Tender Submission 
Tenderer’s main body proposal should be reasonable in length, easy to follow and read.

 3.2 Proposal and Costing: 
Tenderers should submit detailed proposals and costings on the full range of services applicable to the contract in which they propose to deliver the services to Rásaíocht Con Éireann.

3.3 The Award Criteria:  
(Section C, paragraph 28.2.2) will be based on the most economical advantageous response to this ITT based on the following points:

CRITERION A (10%):  Suitability of location / site
Proposals will be reviewed regarding the suitability of the site proposed under the terms of this tender process and whether this site satisfies the overall needs of the detailed specification. 

CRITERION B (20%): Standard of facilities
Proposals will be reviewed in respect of the standard and condition of the proposed facilities to meet the detailed specification requirements. Where considered necessary, RCÉ reserve the right to inspect fully all facilities as part of the evaluation process, notwithstanding any other regulatory requirements that may also apply.

CRITERION C (20%): Methodology proposed to deliver a greyhound fostering and service.
Proposals will be reviewed in respect of the suitability to deliver a greyhound fostering and service detailed in the responses to the detailed specification requirements. 

CRITERION D (15%): Methodology proposed for socialising of greyhounds.
Proposals will be reviewed in respect of the socializing of greyhounds proposals detailed in the responses to the detailed specification requirements.
.
CRITERION E (10%): Facility management and general management arrangements.
Proposals will be reviewed in respect of the suitability of management structures and qualifications of staff proposed as part of the provision of greyhound care.

CRITERION F (25%): Ultimate Cost 

The valid tender with the lowest ultimate cost will receive the maximum score achievable under this criterion. The scores of the other valid tenders will be calculated by using the following formula:
	A
	
	Lowest Ultimate Cost of Valid Tender
	

	
B
	
	
Ultimate Cost
of Valid Tender being Evaluated
	

	C
	

	Maximum Points available for Ultimate Cost
	250

	Formula:
	250 * A  B

	Points awarded to the Tender being evaluated
	



3.4 Pricing Proposal and Schedule of Rates –Blank template at Appendix 1
Rásaíocht Con Éireann expects competitive prices for delivery of the services and all associated costs. The contractual terms must specify all costs and terms including (if any) support services and associated costs. 
Tenderers must provide a Core Pricing proposal as specified in Section A – 2 – Specification. 
All proposals must be quoted in Euro (€) and details of pricing and invoicing arrangements should be included. 
Unquantified costs will not be accepted.
Rásaíocht Con Éireann will not be responsible for any errors on the calculation of the costs provided in response to this Invitation to Tender. It is the responsibility of tenderers to ensure that the costs quoted are correct and properly calculated.
Fees and charges quoted should be exclusive of VAT; the applicable VAT rate should be quoted separately. 
The pricing quoted will reasonably apply for the duration of the contract.

3.5 Added Value
Rásaíocht Con Éireann acknowledges that some Tenderers may bring additional benefits to their service provision sought. In such cases these should be outlined. 

3.6 Additional Information
Tenderers are free to furnish any additional information which they so wish in support of their tender.
3.7 Quality of Response 
Rásaíocht Con Éireann request a good quality of response that is accessible and readily comprehensible
SECTION B – GENERAL TENDERING INFORMATION

1. Greyhound Racing Ireland
Rásaíocht Con Eireann/Greyhound Racing Ireland was established by the Greyhound Racing Act 2019.   RCÉ is a commercial semi-state body charged with responsibility for the control, regulation and development of the Irish Greyhound Industry. RCÉ powers include the licensing of tracks, the issuing of permits to Officials, Bookmakers, Trainers and the implementation of the rules of racing.  RCÉ currently has licensed a total of Fifteen tracks in the State (Republic of Ireland), of which eight are fully owned and /or controlled by the RCÉ.  The remainder are privately owned and operated.  RCÉ is licensed to operate Totalisator facilities at all Greyhound Stadia and applies an on-course levy on Bookmakers’ betting.  These levies together with gate receipts and other income fund the industry and allow RCÉ to:

· Supplement prize money at all levels of Greyhound Racing
· Provide development loans and grants to Greyhound Tracks in order to enable them to improve facilities.
· Advertise and market the Industry on both a National and International level.
· Develop and improve greyhound Stadia nationwide
· Operate and manage Greyhound Stadia.

    
2. CONFIDENTIALITY

All the information contained in this document is confidential to RCÉ and is given on the basis that this confidentiality will be strictly observed by all proposed Tenderers and will not be disclosed to any other party without the prior consent and authority, in writing, of RCÉ.

Tenderers shall agree to hold in confidence and at all times shall keep secret any information regarding the business affairs and concerns of RCÉ which may be disclosed to them by RCÉ, in the course of the tender process, other than information which is in the public domain, provided that the Tenderer shall not have been responsible for any unauthorised or unlawful release of such information into the public domain.


3. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACTS, 1997 & 2014
The Freedom of Information Acts, 1997 & 2014 apply to RCÉ.  If a Tenderer considers that any of the information supplied by it is either commercially sensitive or confidential in nature, such information should be clearly identified and reasons for the sensitivity specified.  In such cases, the relevant material may, subject to the provisions of the Acts, be protected from access in response to Freedom of Information requests.  RCÉ undertakes to use its best endeavours to hold confidential any such designated information provided by a Tenderer, subject to its obligations under law including the Freedom of Information Acts.


4. DURATION OF TERM
The terms of all tenders shall remain constant and open for acceptance for a period of six months after the date fixed in paragraph 25 for receipt of tenders.

5. INFORMATION
For a Tender proposal to be considered, the Tenderer must furnish the information set out in Section D providing any documentary evidence which is required, and each Tender proposal shall include all documents and materials required in a sealed envelope or package.

6. FORMAL PRESENTATION
Tenderers may  be requested to make a formal presentation of their Tender proposal to RCÉ in order to clarify any questions or queries regarding the tender.

If necessary, it is the intention of RCÉ that such presentations may be held virtually over Microsoft Teams.

7. CURRENCY
All Tender documentation must be typewritten and any amendments initialled by the Tenderer.  The currency to be used in this Tender is euro and a Tender proposal in any other currency will not be considered.

8. NOTIFICATION OF TENDER ACCEPTANCE
RCÉ shall notify acceptance of the Tender to the successful Tenderer as soon as reasonably practicable, and in any event within 2 months of the closing date for receipt of Tenders as set out in this document.  In specific circumstances, RCÉ reserves the right to extend the said two month period for up to a further two months by notice in writing.  Notification of acceptance of a tender shall not affect the operation of paragraph 4 above.

9. EXCLUSION – PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS
Tenders who are private individuals shall be excluded, who, at any time during a five year period preceding the start of the date fixed in paragraph 25 below for receipt of Tender proposals, have been convicted by definitive judgement of (i) having committed an indictable offence (ii) participating in the activities of a criminal organisation, ( iii) of corruption or (iv) of fraud or who have been made the objects of a Disqualification Order or an Exclusion Order by RCÉ or the Irish Coursing Club under the provisions of the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, as amended, and/or the regulations thereunder.

10. EXCLUSION - GENERAL
A Tenderer shall be excluded who:-

a. is bankrupt or being wound up, whose affairs are being administered by the court, who has entered into an arrangement with creditors or who has suspended business activities.

b. is the subject of proceedings for declaration of bankruptcy or insolvency, for an order for compulsory winding up or a court liquidation, or who has a liquidator or receiver appointed over its assets, or for composition with creditors or any other similar proceedings.

c. has been convicted of an offence concerning his professional conduct.

d.	has nor fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of social security 
	contributions.

e.       Has not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of taxes.


11. CONFIRMATION
Each Tenderer shall confirm by a positive declaration in the Tender that it is not excluded from this Tender procedure for any of the reasons set out in paragraph 9 and paragraph 10 of Section B of this Invitation to Tender.

12. COSTS 
RCÉ will not be liable in respect of any costs incurred by any Tenderer in the preparation of tenders in response to this Invitation to Tender or any associated cost.

13. TAX CLEARANCE
The successful tenderer must be in possession of a valid tax clearance certificate for durance of the contract. Where a tenderer does not have and cannot produce a valid tax clearance certificate at the date of submission of the tender documents, confirmation of submission of the application for a tax clearance certificate from the tenderers auditor or a form of acknowledgement of receipt of the application for tax clearance certification from the Irish Revenue Commissioners must be produced with the tender documents. Such a valid tax-free certificate must be produced by a successful tenderer before execution of the contract.    After RCÉ has awarded the contract to the successful tenderer, RCÉ reserves the right to withdraw that award and to award the contract to another tenderer who has produced a valid tax-free certificate in circumstances where in the opinion of RCÉ the delay in producing the tax clearance certificate will or is likely to cause unacceptable delay in execution of the contract documentation. Where a tender is submitted jointly, whether by a number of individuals or firms, or by a partnership, each participant will be required to produce a tax clearance certificate. A valid tax-free certificate means a tax clearance certificate issued by the Irish Revenue Commissioners, and tenderers not resident in Ireland must make application to the Irish Revenue Commissioners for such a certificate if their tender is to be considered.


14.	COMPANY REGISTRATION
	The successful tenderer, if a company, registered and/or carrying on business in
Ireland, must be in compliance with all obligations and requirements under the companies Acts 1963 to 2014, including the filing of up-to-date annual returns and a 
Certificate to this effect must be provided by an officer of the Tenderer with the tender documentation. For other companies, the Tenderer shall produce a certificate duly notarised by a lawyer in the jurisdiction in which the Tenderer is registered, that it is compliant with the corresponding legislation in that jurisdiction.

15.	COPYRIGHT
	This document and its appendices remain the property of the Rásaíocht Con Éireann.

16.	FALSE OR MIDLEADING INFORMATION
	Tenderers who intentionally or carelessly supply false or misleading information will
	be disqualified from this Tendering Procedure on the discovery of such information.
Depending on the overall circumstances, RCÉ may determine to exclude any such Tenderer so found from participation in any further tender procedures of RCÉ.

17.	PROHIBITION OF ASSIGNMENT
The award by RCÉ of any contract pursuant to this Tender to the successful Tenderer or Tenderers as the case may be is specific to that Tenderer/s and is not capable of assignment to any third party, whether or not associated or connected with the Tenderer.   The contract may not be sub-contracted without the consent of the RCÉ and RCÉ retains an absolute discretion to withhold consent in any particular case.  In the event that it is intended that the contract will be fully or partly sub-contracted, the names and addresses of any sub-contractors that the Tenderer proposes to employ in the operation of the agreement must be provided with the tender documentation.   In the event that the contract is sub-contracted the Tenderer shall be responsible for all liability arising from any actions of the sub-contractor in performing or relating to the contract.

18.	COMPLIANCE WITH LAW
Tenderers should be able to provide on demand evidence of compliance with all laws applicable to the provision of the services the subject of the Invitation to Tender, and in particular should be able to produce evidence that they have particular regard for statutory terms relating to minimum pay and any legally binding or sectoral agreements if applicable.


19.	TERMINATION
The contract shall contain provisions reserving to the RCÉ the right to terminate any contract awarded if it is not satisfied with the performance by the successful Tenderer of the contract.   The satisfaction or dissatisfaction of RCÉ shall be evaluated in the context of the Award Criteria set out in paragraph 28.2 and the Objects of the Tender set out in Section A.  Prior to notice of termination, RCÉ will give written notice of it dissatisfaction, allowing a reasonable time for remedy.   If insufficient remedial action is taken, or the breach is incapable of remedy by the successful Tenderer, RCÉ may terminate the contract on one month’s notice.

20.	PAYMENT
RCÉ settles account under the terms of the Prompt Payment of Accounts Act 1997 as amended.

21.	REQUIREMENTS OF INVITATION TO TENDER
Tenders not conforming to the requirements of this Invitation to Tender will not be considered and will be returned to the Tenderer.

22.	SUBJECT TO CONTRACT
This invitation to Tender is not intended to, and does not, create or evidence any legal or binding relationship, obligation or commitment of any nature between RCÉ and any Tenderer.   No such legally binding obligation or commitment shall come into being unless and until a formal legal contract is duly executed and delivered by RCÉ and the successful Tenderer.

23.	Data Protection and GDPR Compliance
		
The Tenderer shall comply with all applicable data protection and privacy legislation in force in Ireland and the European Union, including:
Regulation (EU) 2016/679 (General Data Protection Regulation – GDPR); the Data Protection Act 2018, as amended; and any other applicable legislation, regulations and binding requirements relating to the protection of personal data.
Where the provision of the Services involves the processing of personal data on behalf of the RCÉ or IRGT, the successful Tenderer will be required to act as a data processor in accordance with Article 28 GDPR.
The successful Tenderer shall provide sufficient guarantees that it will implement appropriate technical and organisational measures to ensure that the processing of personal data complies with the GDPR and protects the rights of data subjects, including the requirements of Articles 5, 28 and 32 GDPR. Any transfer of personal data outside the European Economic Area (EEA) shall comply with the requirements of Chapter V GDPR. 
As a condition of the award of the Contract, and prior to commencing any processing of personal data on behalf of RCÉ or IRGT, the successful Tenderer shall be required to complete and sign the Organisation's Data Processor Agreement, provided with the tender documentation. The Agreement shall apply to and govern all processing of personal data carried out by the Tenderer on behalf of RCÉ and IRGT in connection with the Services.
The successful Tenderer shall process personal data only in accordance with the documented instructions of RCÉ or IRGT and shall comply with all obligations applicable to processors under Article 28 GDPR, including in relation to confidentiality, security, sub-processors, assistance to the RCÉ or IRGT, personal data breaches, audits and the deletion or return of personal data.
Tenderers should note that the RCÉ  Data Processor Agreement forms part of the tender documentation and that acceptance of its terms is a requirement for the award of the Contract.




















SECTION C – SPECIFIC TENDERING INFORMATION
23. (1) CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence, communications and enquiries in connection with this tender process must be marked private and confidential and addressed to:
Michael Cussen
Procurement Officer
Rásaíocht Con Éireann
Greenpark, Dock Road,
Limerick

(2) Clarification Queries
Requests for clarification specific to the subject matter of this tender should be  submitted via the e tenders platform or alternatively addressed by email to michael.cussen@grireland.ie.  And titled “Query about Procurement of foster care centres” and must be received by 12 noon on Friday,30th of October 2026 
Please note that telephone enquiries will NOT be responded to. 
A written response to all requests for clarification received on or before the date specified will be answered and published on the e-tenders website, without identifying the source of the query. RCÉ may in its absolute discretion respond to requests for clarification received after the deadline for clarification. RCÉ reserves the right in its absolute discretion to keep confidential any exchanges with a tenderer where it considers it appropriate to do so.
24.	TENDER REFERENCE NUMBER
`	On all correspondence, and on the sealed envelope containing the Tender documentation, the following reference MUST be quoted:
Rásaíocht Con Éireann –GRI1145MC

25.	DATE AND TIME FOR RECEIPT OF TENDERS
Tenderers are requested to submit their proposal on line through the E-tenders web portal www.etenders.gov.ie using either the tender message service or submission post-box available for this tender. Failure to Do So will eliminate a Tenderer from the Competition
Emailed or faxed tenders are not acceptable. Postage, courier and other charges on all documents must be prepaid. A receipt of acceptance by RCÉ of the tender documents shall be provided if requested. 
The Tender shall arrive no later than 1pm on Friday, 6th November  2026.

Emailed or faxed tenders are not acceptable.  Postage, courier and other charges on all documents must be prepaid.   A receipt of acceptance by RCÉ of the tender documents shall be provided if requested.
26.	DURATION OF CONTRACT
The contract will be for an initial period of Three(3) years and then may thereafter at the discretion of RCÉ, be extend on an annual basis up to a maximum duration of Two  additional years.   The contract will be subject to annual performance reviews with the Commercial director and or his nominated appointee against the Award Criteria set out in paragraph 28.2 below, the Objects of the Tender set out in Section A and more specifically to be provided for in the contract.  The contract may be terminated by RCÉ on one Month’s notice as set out in paragraph 19 above.
27.	TENDERING PROCEDURE
The open procedure as specified in the European Union Public Procurement Directives is being used in this tender procedure.    All Tenders which have been delivered on time will be reviewed, marked and evaluated prior to a decision being made by RCÉ.

28.	QUALIFICATION AND AWARD CRITERIA
	28.1	Qualification Criteria
“Qualification” means that a Tender can be considered for evaluation by RCÉ because of compliance with the basic requirements of this Invitation to Tender that is-
(i) That the services proposed match the scope specified in Section A;
(ii) The completeness of the tender proposal documentation as stated in Section A paragraph 3, and is accompanied by specified documents, other requirements and certifications; and
(iii) Intending Tenderers should note that Tenders which are not received on time (see paragraph 25) will be returned to tenderers and will not be considered.




28.2	Award Criteria
28.2.1	Tenders which comply with the Qualification Criteria specified in paragraph 28.1 above will then be evaluated substantively against the Award Criteria in paragraph 28.2.2 below.

28.2.2	In order to enable the RCÉ to determine which (if any) of the Tenders submitted is most economically advantageous to RCÉ, RCÉ requires the Tender to be submitted based on the following criteria (which are weighted in accordance with their relative significance to the proposed contract as indicated after each criterion):



AWARD CRITERIA


	 
	Qualification Criteria
	% Weighting

	1
	Tenders Submitted before deadline
	Pass/Fail

	2
	Tax Clearance
	Pass/Fail

	3
	Insurance
	Pass/Fail

	4
	Completion of Section D
	Pass/Fail

	5
	Submission of requested Documentation
	Pass/Fail

	 
	Award Criteria
	% Weighting

	
	
	

	A
	Suitability of location / site
	10%

	
	
	

	B
	Standard of facilities
	25%

	C
	Methodology proposed to deliver a greyhound fostering and service
	20%

	D
	Methodology proposed for socialising of greyhounds     
	10%

	E
	Facility management and general management arrangements
	10%

	F
	Ultimate Cost
	25%

	 
	TOTAL
	100%



28.2.3   RCÉ reserves the right not to proceed with the procurement process and is not be bound to accept the lowest or any tender, and reserves the right to accept any part of any tender proposal, unless the tenderer expressly stipulates to the contrary at the time of tendering.

29.	CANCELLATION OF THE TENDER PROCESS
	RCÉ reserves the right, at its discretion:
· to change the basis of, or procedures (including the timetable) relating to the Tender Process;
· to reject any or all Tenders;
· not to invite a Tenderer to proceed further to any stage of the Tender Process;
· not to furnish a Tenderer with additional information in respect of any aspect of its requirements or otherwise;
· not to otherwise negotiate with a Tenderer in respect of the award of the Contract;
· not to proceed with any Tender;
· to cancel at any stage the Tender Process, or any part thereof, at any time.

In the event of cancellation of the Tender Process, or any part thereof, Tenderers will be notified of the cancellation by RCÉ.  Cancellation may occur where, for example:

· the tender procedure has been unsuccessful i.e. no qualitatively or financially worthwhile Tender has been received or there is no response at all;
· the economic or technical data of the Contract have been fundamentally altered;
· exceptional circumstances or force majeure render normal performance of the Contract impossible;
· all technically compliant Tenders exceed the financial resources available;
· the tendered services or products are no longer required;
· there have been irregularities in the procedure, in particular where these have prevented fair competition; or
· As otherwise permitted or contemplated by these Tender Competition






















		SECTION D

Note:	This Section D is to be copied by the Tenderer and the copy completed and signed where appropriate, is to be submitted with the Tender.

	1
	Name(s) of Tenderer:

	

	2
	Address of Tenderer:



	

	3
	Telephone Number:

	

	4
	Name Of Person Managing This Tender
	

	5
	Email Address:

	

	6
	Details of Certificate of Tax Clearance:
(please attach copy of certificate)
	

	7
	VAT Number (if applicable):

	

	8
	Name of Managing Director of Tenderer (if applicable):
	

	9
	Name of Company Secretary 
(if applicable):
	

	10
	Number of employees 
(if applicable):
	

	11
	List of Directors of Tenderer 
(if applicable):
	

	12
	Company Registration Number of Tenderer (if applicable):
(See section B paragraph 14)
	

	13
	Certificate of Incorporation of Tenderer (if applicable):
(please attach copy of certificate)
	

	14
	Copy of last annual return submitted to the Companies Registration Office
 (if applicable):
	

	15
	Name & Address of Banker:



	

	16
	Name of Auditor 
(if applicable):

	

	17
	A list of project undertaken by the Tenderer during the last five years of a similar nature and a brief description of all aspects of the Tenderer’s business/occupation.  

	Please contain in main body of tender submission. A Brief Overview of the project is all that’s required. Outlined in Section A Paragraph 3 Form of Tender

	18
	Insurance:
Please advise current level of cover for the following:
Public Liability          
Product Liability       
Employer Liability    
Policy Number 
          
(Please attach copy of policy or policies)
Name of Insurer 


	Please advise current level of cover for the following:
Public Liability          €________________________________
Product Liability       €________________________________
Employer Liability    
_________________________________
Cyber Security 
€________________________________
Policy Number           __________________________________
(Please attach copy of policy or policies)
Name of Insurer 

	19
	Confirmation in the form of the declaration below, signed by an officer of the Tenderer duly authorised, that the Tenderer is not excluded from this tender for any of the reasons set out in paragraph 9 and paragraph 10 in Section B of this Invitation to Tender.



















DECLARATION

The Tenderer declares that it is not excluded from the tender procedure in respect of the contract for any of the reasons set out in paragraph 9 or paragraph 10 in Section B of the Invitation to Tender.

DATED:        __________________________________

SIGNED:      __________________________________

PRINT NAME:   ________________________________
























Appendix 1 – Pricing Proposal Structure and Matrix
As per Section A Paragraph 3.4  – Ultimate Cost proposal to be structured and provided below or be attached to this document.
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