Tender Clarification 
Competition: Framework Agreement for the Provision of Civil Engineering Contractor Services for Housing Estates Prior to Taking-In-Charge
Clarification Issued: 25/09/26
Reference Document: Framework Tender for Minor Civil Engineering Works Contractors Rev 01.pdf 
Query 1 – Manholes:- Tenderers have noted that the "Manholes" item within the Schedule of Rates may vary significantly in size, depth and construction requirements and have requested clarification regarding the basis on which this item should be priced.
Response
The Schedule of Rates has been provided for the purpose of tender evaluation and the establishment of framework rates only. The evaluation quantities included within the Pricing Schedule are notional quantities and are intended to be representative of the types of work anticipated under the Framework. They do not represent actual or guaranteed quantities. 
For tender evaluation purposes, the "Manholes" item should be priced on the basis of a typical manhole associated with routine minor drainage and civil engineering works. No specific dimensions, depths or construction details are prescribed for evaluation purposes.
Where future call-off projects involve manholes of unusual size, depth, complexity or specification, the Contracting Authority reserves the right to seek project-specific pricing through a mini-competition or other call-off mechanism in accordance with the Framework provisions. 
Query 2 – Surface Water and Foul Drainage Pipework:- Tenderers have requested clarification as to whether the rates for surface water and foul drainage pipework are to include associated excavation, disposal of excavated material, bedding, backfilling and surface reinstatement.
Response
The rates submitted for Surface Water Pipework and Foul Drainage Pipework shall be deemed to include all operations necessary for the complete installation of the pipework, including but not limited to:
1. Excavation;
1. Temporary support and protection as required;
1. Disposal of surplus excavated material;
1. Pipe bedding and surround material;
1. Backfilling and compaction;
1. Testing, where applicable;
1. Surface reinstatement to match existing construction;
1. Labour, plant, materials, transportation, overheads and profit.
Tenderers should note that Section 8.1 of the procurement document states that rates shall include all labour, supervision, plant, materials, transport, overheads, profit, testing, compliance costs and ancillary requirements necessary for the completion of the works. 
Query 3 – Minimum Quantities per Site:- Tenderers have requested confirmation as to whether minimum quantities will apply to individual sites or whether an anticipated minimum call-off quantity per site can be provided.
Response
No minimum quantity or value of work is guaranteed under the Framework Agreement, either at framework level or in respect of individual sites. Appointment to the Framework does not create any entitlement to a minimum workload. 
The evaluation quantities included within the Schedule of Rates are provided solely for tender evaluation purposes and shall not be construed as indicative of future demand or as a commitment to order any particular quantity of work. Actual requirements will depend on operational needs arising during the Framework period and may vary significantly from the evaluation quantities stated within the tender documents. 
Accordingly, Cork City Council cannot provide a minimum call-off quantity per site.
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