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Part 1:  Introduction
__________________________________________________
The Marine Institute is Ireland’s scientific agency responsible for supporting the sustainable development of the state’s maritime area and resources. We do this through conducting applied research and providing scientific knowledge, advice and services to government, industry and other stakeholders and users.
The Institute was set up under the 1991 Marine Institute Act with the following general functions:
“to undertake, to co-ordinate, to promote and to assist in marine research and development and to provide such services related to marine research and development, that in the opinion of the Institute will promote economic development and create employment and protect the environment.” – Marine Institute Act, 1991
General information on the Marine Institute is also available at www.marine.ie
Ocean Climate and Information Systems (OCIS), a service area of the Marine Institute (MI), provides key services, both within and external to the MI, which includes research vessel and deep water ROV operation and management, oceanography and advanced seabed mapping. The Oceanographic and Climate Services section portfolio includes general coastal oceanography and open ocean applications, model validation in the Irish exclusive economic zone, cooperation with fisheries and environmental scientists and the deployment of long-term lander equipment on and near the seabed. 

The Marine Institute are proud to be partners in the ACCLIMATISE Project: “A Changing Climate Impact Monitoring and Assessment Toolbox for Irish Seas”. This project, led by the Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute (AFBI), aims to support climate change adaptation by developing monitoring tools, strategies and action plans for more effective, ecosystem-based marine management.

1.1 The Marine Institute invites tenders (“Tenders”) to this request for tenders (“RFT”) from economic operators (“Tenderers”) for the provision of the services as described in Appendix 1 to this RFT (the” Services”).

1.2 In summary, the Services comprise: the provision of zooplankton identification services for the ACCLIMATISE project.

1.3 Not Used

1.4 This public procurement competition (the “Competition”) will be conducted in accordance with the open procedure under the European Union (Award of Public Authority Contracts) Regulations 2016 (Statutory Instrument 284 of 2016) (the “Regulations”).  Any contract that may result from this Competition (the “Services Contract”) will be issued for a term of two (02) years.

1.5 The Marine Institute reserves the right to extend the Term for a period of up to six (06) months with a maximum of two (02) such extensions permitted subject to its obligations at law.

1.6 Not Used
1.7	Marine Institute policy seeks to encourage participation on a fair and equal basis by Small and Medium Enterprises (“SME” s) in this Competition.  SME’s that believe the scope of this Competition is beyond their technical or business capacity are encouraged, subject to paragraph 2.5, to explore the possibilities of forming relationships with other SMEs or with larger enterprises.  Through such relationships they can participate and contribute to the successful implementation of any Services Contract that may result from this Competition and therefore increase their social and economic benefits.

Larger enterprises are also encouraged, subject to paragraph 2.5, to consider the practical ways that SMEs can be included in the proposals to maximise the social and economic benefits of any Services Contracts that may result from this Competition.

Part 2: Instructions to Tenderers
2.1	IMPORTANT NOTICES
2.1.1	While every effort has been made to provide comprehensive and accurate information in all notices and documents prepared for the purposes of this Competition, the Marine Institute does not accept any liability or provide any express or implied warranty in respect of any such information.  Tenderers must form their own conclusions about the solution needed to meet the requirements set out in the RFT and may wish to consult their legal advisers.
2.1.2	The Marine Institute does not bind itself to accept the lowest priced or any Tender.  This RFT does not constitute an offer or commitment to enter into a Services Contract.
No contractual rights in relation to the Marine Institute will exist unless and until a formal written Services Contract has been executed by or on behalf of the Marine Institute.
Any notification of preferred bidder status by the Marine Institute shall not give rise to any enforceable rights by the Tenderer.
The Marine Institute may cancel this Competition at any time prior to a formal written Services Contract being executed by or on behalf of the Marine Institute.
The award of a Services Contract does not confer exclusivity on the successful Tenderer.
2.1.3	This RFT supersedes and replaces any and all previous documentation, communications and correspondence between the Marine Institute and Tenderers, and Tenderers should place no reliance on such previous documentation and correspondence.
2.1.4	In this clause 2.1.4, “Data Protection Laws” means all applicable national and EU data protections laws, regulations and guidelines including but not limited to Regulation (EU) 2016/679 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (the “General Data Protection Regulation”), and any guidelines and codes of practice issued by the Office of the Data Protection Commission or other supervisory authority for data protection in Ireland from time to time.
	The Marine Institute will be a Data Controller (where Data Controller has the meaning given under the Data Protection Laws) in respect of any Personal Data (where Personal Data has the meaning given under the Data Protection Laws) required to be provided by the Tenderer in response to this RFT.
	The Tenderer, as Data Controller in respect of any Personal Data provided by it in its Tender, is required to confirm in the statement required under paragraph 2.4 below that all Data Subjects (where Data Subject has the meaning given under the Data Protection Laws) whose Personal Data is provided by the Tenderer have consented to the processing of such Personal Data by the Tenderer, the Marine Institute, the Evaluation Team and the supplier of the etenders.gove.ie website, for the purposes of the participation of the Tenderer in this Competition or that the Tenderer otherwise has a legal basis for providing such Personal Data to the Marine Institute for the purposes of its participation in this Competition.
2.2 	COMPLIANT TENDERS
2.2.1	If a Tenderer fails to comply in any respect with the requirements of this paragraph 2.2.1, the Marine Institute reserves the right to reject the Tenderers Tender as noncompliant or, without prejudice to this right and subject to its obligations at law, to take any other action it considers appropriate including but not limited to:
· Seeking written clarification from the Tenderer;
· Seeking further information from the Tenderer; or
· Waiving a requirement, which in the Marine Institute’s view, is non-material or procedural.
Tenders are required:
(a) To submit all documentation which this RFT requires to be submitted with their Tender;
(b) To follow the format of this RFT and respond to each element in the order as set out in the RFT;
(c) To conform to and comply with all instructions and requirements set out in this RFT;

2.2.2	Without prejudice to the generality of paragraphs 2.2.1, failure to comply with paragraphs 2.6.1, 2.6.2 or 2.6.3 below will render the Tender non-compliant and it will be rejected.
2.3	SERVICES CONTRACT
2.3.1	Tenderers should note the terms and conditions of the Services Contract at Appendix 6 to this RFT. Tenderers may not amend the Services Contract
2.3.2	Tenderers are required to confirm their acceptance of the terms and conditions of the   Pricing Schedule by signing the Pricing Schedule Appendix 2.  

2.4	ACCEPTANCE OF RFT REQUIREMENTS
Each Tenderer is required to accept the provisions of this RFT.


2.5	CONSORTIA AND PRIME/SUBCONTRACTORS
Where a group of undertakings (in whatever form and regardless of the legal relationship between them) come together to submit a Tender in response to this RFT, the Marine Institute will deal with all matters relating to this Competition through a single nominated entity authorised to represent all members of the group of undertakings. The Tenderer must provide details of all members of the group of undertakings and their role in the Tender and clearly set out the contact details including name, title, telephone number, postal address, facsimile number and e-mail address of the nominated entity authorised to represent the Tenderer and to whom all communications shall be directed and accepted until this Competition has been completed or terminated.  Correspondence from any other person will NOT be accepted, acknowledged or responded to.
Prior to and as a condition of award of any Services Contract, the successful Tenderer shall be required to designate a single entity who will carry overall responsibility for the Services Contract (the “Prime Contractor”), irrespective of whether or not tasks are to be performed by a subcontractor or other consortium member (the “Subcontractor”).
2.6	TENDER SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
2.6.1	Tenders must be submitted via the electronic postbox available of www.etenders.gov.ie
Only Tenders submitted to the electronic postbox will be accepted.  Tenders submitted by any other means (including but not limited to by email, fax, post or hand deliver) will NOT be accepted.

	Tenderers must ensure that they give themselves sufficient time to upload and submit all required tender documentation before the Tender Deadline (as defined in paragraph 2.6.2).  Tenderers should take into account the fact that upload speeds vary.  There is a maximum of 4GB for the total (combined) documents sent to the electronic postbox.
	In order to submit a document to the electronic postbox, please note that you must click “Submit Response”.  After submitting you can still modify and re-send your response up until response deadline.  Tenderers should be aware that the “Submit Response” button will be disabled automatically upon the expiration of the response deadline.
2.6.2	Tenders must be received not later than 10:00am on Thursday 8th October (the “Tender Deadline”).  Tenders that are received late WILL NOT be considered in this Competition
2.6.3	Tenders must be submitted in English,
2.6.4	Subject to paragraph 2.14 and 2.18, each Tenderer is limited to submitting one Tender in its own capacity and Tender as part of a consortium/group of undertakings under this RFT for each Lot.
2.6.5	All Tenders submitted in soft copy must be compiled such that they can be read immediately using Word or PDF or Excel where appropriate. The Marine Institute is not responsible for corruption in electronic documents.  Tenderers must ensure electronic documents are not corrupt.


2.7	QUERIES AND CLARIFICATIONS
2.7.1	All queries relating to any aspect of this Competition or of this RFT must be directed to the messaging facility on www.etenders.gov.ie .  Queries will be accepted no later than 5 working days before the deadline for tender submissions unless otherwise published by the Marine Institute. For the avoidance of doubt, Tenderers may not contact the Marine Institute directly regarding any aspect of this Competition.
2.7.2	All responses to queries will be issued by the Marine Institute via the messaging facility on www.etenders.gov.ie.  Where appropriate, queries may be amalgamated.  Tenderers should note that the Marine Institute will not respond to individual Tenderers privately.
2.7.3	The Marine Institute reserves the right to issue or seek written clarifications.
2.7.4	The Marine Institute reserves the right up to 3 working days before the closing date of the Tender Deadline, to update or amend the information contained in this document.  The Marine Institute may notify tenderers of an extension to the Tender Deadline up to one working day before the closing date. Participating Tenderers will be informed of any such amendments or extension through the eTenders website.
2.7.5	Tenderers should ensure that they register their interest in this Competition, by clicking on the “Accept” button on www.etenders.gov.ie , in order to receive all responses to queries and other updates in relation to this Competition.
2.8 	TENDERING COSTS
2.8.1	All costs and expenses incurred by Tenderers relating to their participation in this Competition including, but not being limited to, site visits, field trials, demonstrations and/or presentations shall be borne by and are a matter for discharge by the Tenderers exclusively.
2.9	CONFIDENTALITY
2.9.1	All documentation, data, statistics, drawings, information, patterns, samples or material disclosed or furnished by the Marine Institute to Tenderers during the course of this Competition:
(a)	are furnished for the sole purpose of replying to this RFT only;
(b)	may not be used, communicated, reproduced or published for any other purpose without the prior written permission of the Marine Institute
(c)	shall be treated as confidential by the Tenderer and by any third parties (including subcontractors) engaged or consulted by the Tenderer; and
(d)	must be returned immediately to the Marine Institute upon cancellation or completion of this Competition if so requested by the Marine Institute.
2.10	PRICING
2.10.1	All Tenderers must complete the Pricing Schedule at Appendix 2 to this RFT.
2.10.2	All prices quoted must be all-inclusive (i.e. including but not being limited to shipping, packaging, delivery, ancillary costs and all other costs/expenses), be expressed in Euro only and exclusive of VAT.  The VAT rate(s) where applicable should be indicated separately. 
2.10.3	Tenderers must confirm that all prices quoted in the Tender will remain valid for 120 days from the Tender Deadline. NOTE: This validity period may be extended by agreement between the Marine Institute and awarded / participating tenderers.
2.10.4	Any currency variations occurring over the term of the Services Contract shall be borne by the Tenderer.
2.10.5	Payments for Services provided pursuant to this RFT shall be subject to and made in accordance with the Services Contract at Appendix 5 to this RFT.
2.10.6	Not used
2.11	ENVIRONMENTAL, SOCIAL AND LABOUR LAW
2.11.1	In the performance of any Services Contract awarded, the successful Tenderers and their Subcontractors (if any), shall be required to comply with all applicable obligations in the field of environmental, social and labour law that apply at the place where the services are provided, that have established by EU law, national law, collective agreements or by international, environmental, social and labour law listed in Schedule 7 of the Regulations.
2.11.2	Tenderers shall be required to include an undertaking to comply fully with the provisions of Council Directive 2001/23/EC of 12 March 2001 on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to the safeguarding of employees’ rights in the event of transfers of undertakings, business or parts of undertakings or business and as implemented in Irish law by Statutory Instrument No.131 of 2003, the European Communities (Protection of Employees on Transfer of Undertakings) Regulations 2003 and to indemnify the Marine Institute for any claim arising or loss or costs incurred as a result of its failure or incapacity to fulfil its obligations under the said Directive and Statutory Instrument.
2.11.3	The Protection of Employees (Temporary Agency Work) Act 2012 (the “2012 Act”) provides that an Agency Worker (as defined in the 2012 Act) is entitled to the same basic working and employment conditions as those which apply to employees recruited directly by the Hirer (as defined in the 2012 Act) to do the same or a similar job.  Where the provision of the Services will involve the provision to the Marine Institute of Agency Workers (within the meaning of the 2012 Act), Tenderers should ensure that they consider their obligations under the 2012 Act when pricing their Tender.  The Marine Institute shall have no liability for any increase in salaries that may be payable as a result of the application of the 2012 Act to the provision of the Services.
2.12	PUBLICITY
No publicity regarding this Competition or any Services Contract pursuant to this Competition is permitted unless and until the Marine Institute has given its prior written consent to the relevant communication.
2.13 	REGISTRABLE INTEREST
Any Registrable interest involving any Tenderer or Subcontractor and the Marine Institute, members of the Government, members of the Oireachtas, or employees and officers of the Marine Institute and their relatives must be fully disclosed in the Tender or, in the event of this information only coming to the notice of the Tenderer or Subcontractor after the submission of a Tender, just be communicated to the Marine Institute immediately upon such information becoming known to the Tenderer or Subcontractor.
The terms “Registrable Interest” and “Relative” shall be interpreted as per Section 2 of the Ethics in Public Office Acts 1995 and 2001, copies of which are available at www.irishstatutebook.ie.  The Marine Institute will, at its absolute discretion, decide on the appropriate course of action, which may in appropriate circumstances include eliminating a Tenderer from this Competition or terminating any Services Contract entered into by a Tenderer.
2.14	ANTI-COMPETITIVE CONDUCT
Tenderers’ attention is drawn to the Competition Act 2002 (as amended, the “2002 Act”).  The 2002 Act makes it a criminal offence for Tenderers to collude on prices or terms in a public procurement competition.
2.15	INDUSTRY TERMS USED IN THIS RFT
Where reference is made to a particular item, source, process, trademark, or type in this RFT then all such references are to be given the meaning generally understood in the relevant industry and operational environment.
2.16 	FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
2.16.1	Tenderers should be aware that, under the Freedom of Information Act 2014 and the European Communities (Access to Information on the Environment) Regulations 2007 to 2014, information provided by them during this Competition may be liable to be disclosed.
2.16.2	Tenderers are asked to consider if any of the information supplied by them in their Tender should not be disclosed because of its confidentiality or commercial sensitivity.  If Tenderers consider that certain information is not to be disclosed because of its confidentiality or commercial sensitivity, Tenderers must, when providing such information, clearly identify the specific sections of their Tender containing such information and specify the reasons for its confidentiality or commercial sensitivity.  For the avoidance of doubt Tenderers may not assert confidentiality or commercial sensitivity over the entire Tender but must clearly identify the specific section containing such information.  If Tenderers do not identify information as confidential or commercially sensitive, it is liable to be released in response to a request under the above legislation without further notice to or consultation with the tenderer.  The Marine Institute will, where possible, consult with Tenderers about confidential or commercially sensitive information so identified before making its decision on a request received.  The Marine Institute accepts no liability whatsoever in respect of any information provided which is subsequently released (irrespective of notification) or in respect of any consequential damage suffered as a result of such obligations.

2.17	TAX CLEARANCE
It will be a condition of any Services Contract pursuant to this Competition that the successful Tenderer(s) shall, for the term of such contract(s), comply with all applicable EU and domestic tax laws.  Tenderers are referred to www.revenue.ie for further information.  Prior to the award of any Services Contract arising out of this Competition the successful Tenderer shall be required to supply its Tax Clearance Access Number and Tax Reference Number to facilitate online verification of their tax status by the Marine Institute. By supplying these numbers, the successful Tenderer acknowledges and agrees that the Marine Institute has the permission of the successful Tenderer to verify its tax cleared position online.
2.18 	CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
Any conflict of interest or potential conflict of interest on the part of a Tenderer, Subcontractor or individual employee(s) or agent(s) of a Tenderer or Subcontractor(s) must be fully disclosed to the Marine Institute as soon as the conflict or potential conflict is or becomes apparent.  Tenderers are required to declare that the preparation of their Tender was carried out independently.  In the event of any actual or potential conflict of interest, the Marine Institute may invite Tenderers to propose means by which the conflict of interest might be removed and in circumstances where there are links between Tenderers, the Marine Institute may seek further information to confirm the Tenders have been prepared independently.  The Marine Institute will, at its absolute discretion, decide on the appropriate course of action, which may in appropriate circumstances include eliminating a Tenderer from this Competition or any Mini-Competition or terminating any Framework Agreement or Services Contract entered into by a Tenderer.
2.19	WITHDRAWAL FROM THIS COMPETITION
Tenderers are required to notify the Marine Institute immediately via the e-tenders website, if at any stage they decide to withdraw from this Competition.
2.20 	SITE VISIT
2.20.1 	Not used
2.20.2	Not used	
2.21	INSURANCE
2.21.1	The successful Tenderer shall be required to hold for the term of the Services Contract the following insurances:

	Type of Insurance
	Indemnity Limit

	Employer’s Liability
	€13.0 m

	Public Liability
	€6.5 m

	Product Liability 
	€ N/A

	Professional Indemnity 
	€1.5 m 




2.21.2	By submitting a response to this competition, Tenderers confirm that, if awarded a Services Contract under this Competition, (i) they will, from the Effective Date of the Services Contract (as defined in the Services Contract), obtain and hold the types and levels of insurance as specified in the Selection Criteria, (ii) the territorial limits and jurisdiction of its insurance policies include Ireland and (iii) they are not aware of any exclusions, restrictions, conditions or warranties or, in the case of policies with an aggregate limit of indemnity, any outstanding claims, which could have a material adverse impact on the level of coverage specified above.  A formal confirmation from the Tenderer’s insurance company or broker to this effect will be requested from the successful Tenderer(s) prior to the award of (and shall be a condition of) any Services Contract.
 2.21.3	The successful Tenderer will during the term of the Services be required to:
(a)	immediately advise the Marine Institute of any material change to its insured status; 
(b)	produce proof of current premiums paid upon request;
(c)	produce valid certificates of insurance upon request.

2.22	SAMPLES
2.22.1	 Not used

Part 3: 	Selection and Award Criteria
__________________________________________________
3.1	COMPLIANT TENDERS
3.1	Only those Tenderers who have:-
(a)	Submitted compliant Tenders pursuant to paragraph 2.2 above, and 
(b)	Meet all Pass/Fail Selection Criteria outlined below
If a Tenderer does not, upon request by the Marine Institute, provide evidence which is considered by the Marine Institute as sufficient to demonstrate (i) its fulfilment of the Selection Criteria (or any one of them) in accordance with this RFT, it shall be excluded from further participation in this Competition.
If a Tenderer does not, upon request by the Marine Institute, provide evidence which is considered by the Marine Institute as sufficient to demonstrate (i) the fulfilment by any Subcontractor on whose capacity the Prime Contractor relies of the Selection Criteria (or any one of them) in accordance with this RFT in respect of any Subcontractor, or the reliability of any Subcontractor, it shall be excluded from further participation in this Competition unless it replaces the Subcontractor with one which meets all relevant requirements of this RFT.

3.2	SELECTION CRITERIA	
3.2	Tenderers will either pass OR fail each of the Selection Criteria in this part 3.2.  A Tenderer who fails a selection criterion will be excluded from participating in this Competition.
3.2.A 	Not Used 
3.2.B 	Technical and Professional Ability
Tenderers must declare that they satisfy the technical and professional requirement(s) set out below and that they are able, upon request and without delay, to provide the supporting documentation specified below to the Marine Institute in each case.
Tenderers must provide the supporting documentation specified above without delay when requested by the Marine Institute.
	
	Criteria 
	

	1
	Proven zooplankton taxonomic identification expertise
Provide comprehensive details and a description of zooplankton taxonomic identification expertise provided for previous projects of a similar nature (including identification and enumeration).
Relevant references must be made available upon request.
	Pass/Fail



3.3	Awards Criteria
3.3.1	The Services Contract will be awarded on the basis of the most economically advantageous tender(s) as identified in accordance with the tender criteria.

IMPORTANT NOTICE – Tenderers should read Appendix 1 when responding to this section of the CFT.  A total of 60 marks will be awarded in this phase.  Please note respondents may only proceed to Financial Evaluation if they:

Obtain 60% or more of the total available marks in this section; AND 
Obtain 50% or more of the marks available for each individual criterion listed below.
If fewer marks than specified above are obtained, tenders will be eliminated.
	
	Criteria 
	Maximum Marks Available 
	MinimumPoints required

	2
	Previous Experience
Provide comprehensive details including tenderer name and a detailed description of expertise provided for at least four (04) assignments for similar services to those outlined in Appendix 1 Requirements and Specifications over the last five (5) years (including, where applicable, by subcontracting parties or members of a consortium). 
Details to include but not limited to:  
· Demonstrated taxonomical ability to quantitatively identify marine zooplankton in OSPAR Region III (Celtic Seas) to family/genera/species level (nomenclature and coding in accordance with WoRMS[footnoteRef:2]). [2: [1] http://www.marinespecies.org/index.php] 

· Timely delivery of high-quality data.
· Communicating results verbally and by reports.
· Details of taxonomic expertise should also outline published literature, workshops attended / given or other.
	20
(4 x 5)






	12







	3
	Technical Capacity
Please clearly demonstrate that you have the professional capacity, technical experience and capability to fulfil the tender requirements as set out in Appendix 1 below. Responses under this section should include: 
· Details of qualifications and experience of each member of personnel who will deliver this service and demonstrate their ability to deliver the service specifications detailed. Provide CV’s of key personnel delivering the service.
· Quality control and assurance using appropriate protocols. Adherence to the NE Atlantic Marine Biological Analytical Quality Control (NMBAQC) Scheme would be preferable
· Data entry and handling
· Data management and delivery
	20





(10)



(4)


(2)
(4)
	12






	4
	Proposed Project Plan
This should comprehensively address the requirements of this tender as set out in Appendix 1 Requirements and Specifications below, including a methodology outline and separate project plan for completing the work. 
This should include:
· Approach and methodology including and demonstrating the tenderers understanding of the project. This should include a plan indicating how the taxonomy regime will be carried out.
· Plan on how data will be delivered and made available.
· Description of key actions affecting data quality.
· Timelines of data delivery and other indicative timelines associated with the delivery of this support, including anticipated frequency of communications with the Marine Institute and who will be involved should also be outlined.

Any assumptions should be clearly stated.

	15





(8)


(3)
(2)
(2)




	9










	5
	Environmental Impact
Give a brief outline of the company’s environmental standards or considerations/processes relevant to this contract. Please provide all relevant accreditation and certification to support your response.

Corporate Social Responsibility Evidence of Corporate Social Responsibility Policy, if no policy is available, please provide details of what steps you will take to ensure the work is carried out in a socially responsible way. 

In line with the Government’s Climate Action Plan please provide a copy of your Environmental and Sustainability policy. If no policy is available, please provide details of what steps you will take ensure this work is carried out in an environmentally friendly and sustainable way.
	15
	9

	
	Total
	70
	42



Financial Evaluation: 
If tenderers achieve sufficient scores in the criteria above, they will then be evaluated based on cost.
IMPORTANT NOTICE – Tenderers should read Appendix 1 (Requirements and Specifications) and Appendix 2 (Pricing Schedule) carefully when responding to this section of the RFT. 
The cost criterion carries a maximum score of 40 marks. 
The tenderer with the lowest Evaluated Price will receive 40 marks. All other compliant tenders will receive a proportionate score calculated as:
Cost Score = (Lowest Evaluated Price ÷ Tenderer's Evaluated Price) × 40.
	No
	Criteria
	Max Points

	
	Cost
Please complete Appendix 2 Pricing Schedule. 
All prices quoted must be all-inclusive (i.e. including but not being limited to shipping, travel, packaging, delivery, ancillary costs and all other costs/expenses), be expressed in Euro only and exclusive of VAT. The VAT rate(s) where applicable should be indicated separately.
	30

	
	Total Mark Available 
	100



3.4	PRESENTATION OF PROPOSALS
Not Used 
3.5	STANDSTILL PERIOD
3.5.1	Not applicable 

3.6	RETURN OF SIGNED CONTRACTS
3.6.1	The successful Tenderer must sign and return the Services Contract to the Marine Institute.  A signed Services Contract returned by the successful Tenderer is not binding on the Marine Institute until the Marine Institute has signed the Services Contract in accordance with paragraph 2.1.2 above.
3.6.2	Please note that the successful tenderer will be officially offered the contract through the etenders system. It is a requirement that the successful tenderer accept or decline the award on the platform. The etenders system will notify the successful tenderer when the offer has been made. Marine Institute staff may follow up to ensure this step is completed.






Appendix 1: Requirements and Specifications
_______________________________________________________________
Tenderers must address each of the issues and requirements in this part of the RFT and submit 
a detailed description in each case which demonstrates how these issues and requirements will 
be dealt with/met and their approach to the proposed delivery of the Services.  A mere 
affirmative statement by the Tenderer that it can/will do so or a reiteration of the
tender requirements is NOT sufficient in this regard.

Service Specification
The supply of zooplankton taxonomic analysis services now sought by the Marine Institute in support of the ACCLIMATISE project are described below. In broad terms, service provision by the successful Tenderer(s) will commence in October 2026 and terminate in October 2028. Contract management will be led by the Marine Institute as the Contracting Authority, with technical support provided by a project Steering Group which include Marine Institute staff members. 

This tender is part of ACCLIMATISE project to create a standardised cross-border zooplankton monitoring programme in Ireland.
The tender will involve the taxonomic analysis and reporting on:
· Zooplankton vertical hauls (varying between 65um and 200um)
· Zooplankton horizontal hauls (200um)
· Individual organisms to be identified to species level[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Where species level cannot be attained, justification to be provided for higher level analysis] 

· Results for species composition and abundance to be provided to MI in tabular form. A data template will be provided by the MI to the tenderer.
· Results to include raw counts and analysed volumes. 
· Samples analysis to follow the standard operating procedure (SOP) included in Appendix 3.
· Samples are retained and curated for long-term storage, and available on request.
· Reports on taxonomic analysis, including quality assurance measures, to be provided on bi-annual basis.

It is anticipated that the Marine Institute will require the analysis and reporting on approximately 16 vertical haul samples (65um and 200um) and 5 horizontal haul samples in any 12-month period.

[bookmark: _Toc84424610]

Appendix 2: Pricing Schedule
To: The Marine Institute

From (Name of Tenderer): ___________________________________________________________
I/We have reviewed the MI-CFT26-034 Call for Tender for the provision of zooplankton identification services for the ACCLIMATISE project and do hereby offer to provide the services set out therein, as may be required by the Marine Institute, in exchange for the following fee which is inclusive of all costs, overheads and expenses:
	Cost (ex-vat)

	2026
	2027
	2028

	Mandatory Requirements

	Analysis and reporting per vertical haul sample [A]
	€
	€
	€

	Analysis & reporting per horizontal haul sample [B]
	€
	€
	€

	Evaluation metric [(16 x A) + (5 x B)]
	
	
	

	Total Tendered Price (2026 + 2027 +2028)

	
	
	
	



Fee is to be quoted in Euro (€), excluding VAT and must include travel, subsistence and incidentals.
1. If awarded this contract, the Tenderer accepts the terms of MI-CFT26-034 Request for Tenders for the provision of zooplankton identification services for the ACCLIMATISE project Contract.
2. The Tenderer agrees to keep this offer open for acceptance by the Marine Institute for a period of 120 days from the deadline date for receipt of Tenders. NOTE: This validity period may be extended by agreement between the Marine Institute and awarded / participating tenderers.
3. The Tenderer has read and confirms its acceptance of the Instructions to Tenders. 
4. The Tenderer agrees to treat the details of this offer, together with any subsequent correspondence or contract, as private and confidential. 
5. The Tenderer acknowledges that the Marine Institute shall not be responsible for any costs incurred by in the preparation of its Tender or any associated work effort, howsoever arising.
6. The Tenderer acknowledges that the essence of the public procurement process is that the Marine Institute shall receive bona fide competitive tenders from all Tenderers. In recognition of this principle, the Tenderer certifies that this is a bona fide tender, intended to be competitive, and that it has not fixed or adjusted the amount of the tender by or under or in accordance with any agreement or arrangement with any other Tenderer. The Tenderer is aware of the prohibitions contained in Article 101 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) and the Competition Act 2002.
Dated this	 ________ day of _______________2026
Signature: 	_____________________________________
Print Name: 	_____________________________________
Address: 	_____________________________________
Contact No:	_____________________________________
[bookmark: _Toc84424612]Appendix 3: Full community zooplankton analysis procedure
(from Marine Science Scotland Full Community Zooplankton analysis procedure SOP)

Equipment
1. General analysis
· Lab coat
· Safety glasses
· Gloves for handling formaldehyde (nitrile or Marigolds)
· Paper towels
· Pencils and eraser
· Sample analysis sheet
· Counter 
· Stereo microscope (with calibrated eye piece graticule) and light source
· Forceps
· Mounted needle
· Wash bottle (tap water)
· Petri dishes
· Funnels, various sizes
· Beakers

2. Washing and fixing samples
· Fume hood 
· Retaining sieve with mesh ≤ 200 μm
· Weighted ring
· 30 mL screw-top glass vials and lids
· “Toxic” labels
· Wash bottle (4% formaldehyde)
· Fine-tip permanent marker
· Para-film
· Plastic bottles for formaldehyde waste

3. First sort process
· Glass dish or large petri dish
· Angle-poise light
· Horizontal bench light
· Black background
· Magnifying lens

4. Sub-sampling process
· 250 mL graduated beaker (or 500 mL for unusually large samples)
· Stempel pipette (usually 5 mL, occasionally 2.5 mL)
· Inverted microscope
· Lined/gridded petri dish or Bogorov tray

1.	Introduction
· SOP Full zooplankton community analysis of LTM 200 mm bongo net samples

This procedure is somewhat adapted from the standard full zooplankton community analysis of the 200 μm bongo net samples collected at the Stonehaven and Loch Ewe Scottish Coastal Observatory sites.  This analysis method has been used since 1999 at Stonehaven. 

NB:  4% borax buffered formaldehyde is harmful by inhalation, in contact with skin and if swallowed. Samples must be thoroughly washed with water in a fume hood before use.  

2.	Principle of the Method 
Samples collected during the sampling trips to selected sites (e.g. Mace Head) are stored in 500 mL nalgene jars and fixed in 4% borax buffered formaldehyde.  Before analysis, samples are washed free of formaldehyde so that they are safe for microscope analysis.  

The sample analysis involves a first sort process which identifies and enumerates large and rare organisms and a sub-sampling process to get detailed counts of smaller and more common organisms.  Sub-samples from a known volume containing the whole sample are taken using a Stempel Pipette of 2.5 ml or 5 ml standard sizes.  At least 100 individuals of the most abundant species/stage should be counted.  

Sub-samples may be taken repeatedly, but WITHOUT REPLACING the sub-sample between sub-samplings, thus building a series of increasingly larger sub-samples.  This allows counts of successively larger sub-samples where smallest are used to count smallest and most abundant species and building the sub-sample sizes to count larger and rarer species. Abundance estimates are calculated from the counts, sub-sample volumes and the volume of water filtered by the bongo net.  

After analysis the samples are transferred to 30 mL glass vials and preserved in 4% borax buffered formaldehyde.

3.	Reagents
4% borax buffered formaldehyde 
Tap water
Washing up liquid
Glycerol

Environmental Control
The tap water used should be at room temperature to minimise air bubbles in the sample.

4.	Sampling and Sample Preparation

4.1	Washing samples

NB:  4% borax buffered formaldehyde is harmful by inhalation, in contact with skin and if swallowed.  Lab coat, safety glasses and nitrile gloves should be worn while washing the samples which should take place in the fume-hood.  

Turn on the tap in the sink in the fume-hood. Place a large funnel over an 800 mL glass beaker and the sieve over the funnel.

Using forceps, remove the sample label from the nalgene jar and wash with tap water into the retaining sieve. If there is no sample label, copy the information written outside the jar (sample number and location, date, net type BG, mesh size and F for formaldehyde) to a waterproof sample label. Remove the cod end containing the sample from the nalgene jar and place in the sieve.

Gently swirl the contents of the jar and pour into the sieve, rinse the jar with tap water and empty into the sieve. Place the weighted ring so that the ring hangs into the sink, then move the funnel with the retaining sieve from the beaker to the ring.

Empty the contents of the beaker into a formaldehyde waste bottle to be kept in a fume cupboard. 

Rinse the nalgene jar with tap water into the retaining sieve several times until the jar looks clean, then rinse the empty bottle under the running tap. Use ethanol to remove all writings from the jar and lid surface, rinse and place on the drying rack by the fume cupboard.

Wash the cod end in the retaining sieve thoroughly with tap water so that the sample is washed out from the cod end and retained in the sieve. Turn the cod end inside out, rinse with tap water and make sure no organism is attached to the mesh.

Rinse the sample in the retaining sieve with tap water to remove remaining traces of formaldehyde. Transport the sample from the sieve into a glass 250 mL beaker by concentrating the sample on one side of the sieve. Place a funnel over the beaker mouth and with a wash bottle (filled with tap water) rinse the sample through the funnel into the beaker.

4.2	First sort process
Write the sample number and date in the laboratory analysis book, issued to each analyst with a unique number, for the recording of all counts of zooplankton taxa.

Place the glass dish on a black plastic background on the bench and light with a suitable lamp (e.g. Angle-poise light or horizontal bench light- side lighting is often the best).

Pour all, or an initial aliquot of, the sample into the dish, taking care not to over fill the dish either with water or sample.  If in doubt choose less to sort rather than more, since using more smaller aliquots is quicker and more accurate to sort.

Remove any large debris from the sample and wash or pick off any attached organisms back into the sample.

Spread the sample evenly across the base of the dish.

Using fine forceps, sort carefully through the dish to extract all large specimens and any rare specimens that are visible to the naked eye or magnifier.  Typical extracted species include large crustaceans such as euphausiids, amphipods, decapods and the largest copepods (Calanus and larger), plus polychaetes, chaetognaths, gelatinous zooplankton etc.  As a rule of thumb, extract any specimens that will be too large or too rare to sub-sample with the stempel pipette. For Stonehaven samples, examine sample aliquots under the stereo microscope and record any Tortanus discaudatus copepodites and eggs.  Place the extracted specimens in petri dishes filled with tap water but not T. discaudatus eggs as they are too small to pick.

Wash the sorted sample aliquots into a clean 250 mL beaker (or 500 mL for large samples) through a funnel with tap water and repeat until the whole sample has been examined.  After the last aliquot, rinse the glass dish and funnel thoroughly with tap water into the beaker.

Count and identify all the picked-out specimens to the taxonomic level required (see Appendix for species list).  Record these data in your laboratory book.

4.3	Sub-sampling process
NB Sub-samples MUST NOT be returned to the original sample.

NB The total standard volume and the sub-sample volumes MUST be recorded in your laboratory book and on the sample analysis sheet for each sub sampling.

Make the sample in the 250 mL (or 500 mL) beaker up to a standard volume with clean tap water at room temperature. Add a few drops of soapy water in the beaker so that animals do not float on the water surface.  The standard volume will depend on sample sizes but is usually 200 mL.  400ml may be used for large samples.  Record the volume in the laboratory book.

Dip the open stempel pipette into the sample and swirl /stir and counter swirl (or use figure of eight movement) to suspend the organisms.  Close the pipette to collect a representative sample.  Sub-samples of 5 mL are usually taken but 2.5 mL sub-samples can be used for very concentrated samples.

Rinse the material from the stempel pipette into a clean, base-lined/gridded petri dish or a Bogorov tray.  Ensure that there is enough water to cover the sample but that the dish is not too full so that the meniscus distorts microscope view or there is a spill risk.  Record the sub-sample volume on the laboratory book.

With fine forceps gently spread the sample over the base of the petri dish or the groove of the Bogorov tray, teasing out sticky lumps gently, and ensuring as even a distribution of specimens as possible.

Under the stereo microscope scan the sample and identify and count the organisms. It might be necessary to scan the petri dish/Bogorov tray more than once counting the smallest and most abundant species first, for example when there are a lot of Cirripedia nauplii in a sample, then the remaining taxa.  If there are specimens that cannot be identified under stereo microscope, remove them from the petri dish/Bogorov tray and examine under a compound microscope (inverted in C403). When you finish with the identification and enumeration, wash the subsample into a clean beaker.

If you have not counted at least 100 individuals of the most abundant species/stage, or if larger, rarer species/stages are not represented in the first sub-sample, then repeat for further sub-samples (WITHOUT replacing the first).  This can then be repeated to cover sufficient counts for all major species in the sample. Species which have already had > 100 individuals counted need not be counted in any subsequent subsamples, as long as the subsample volume is recorded for when >100 counts were reached. For example, if 134 polychaete larvae were counted in the first subsample of 5 mL but two further subsamples were taken to obtain sufficient counts for rarer species/stages, the total subsample volume would be 15 mL for all species/stages counted except for polychaete larvae which would be recorded as 134 in 5 mL. 

It is usually a good plan to have a scan quickly through a large sub-sample to look for rarities.

Once the sub-sample counts are completed, enter all data into an analysis sheet.

4.4	Preserving samples
NB:  4% borax buffered formaldehyde is harmful by inhalation, in contact with skin and if swallowed.  Lab coat, safety glasses and nitrile gloves should be worn while washing the samples which should take place in the fume-hood.

Turn on the tap in the sink in the fume-hood.

Place the weighted ring so that the ring hangs into the sink, place a large funnel in the ring, stand a retaining sieve in the large funnel and place a tight-fitting smaller funnel into the retaining sieve.

Gently swirl the beaker, then pour the sample into the retaining sieve.

Rinse the beaker with tap water into the retaining sieve several times until the beaker looks clean, then rinse the empty beaker under the running tap.

Place the sample label in a 30 mL screw-top glass vial so that the information can be seen without removing the label.

Rinse the funnel with tap water, remove from the retaining sieve and rinse under the running tap.

Place a small funnel in the top of the 30 mL glass vial.

Wash the sample with 4% borax buffered formaldehyde (wash bottle) while still on the sieve to remove excess water and then into the 30 mL glass vial.

Rinse the retaining mesh and funnel with 4% borax buffered formaldehyde into the 30 mL glass vial and then rinse them under the running tap.

Fill the 30 mL glass vial with 4% borax buffered formaldehyde and close with a screw top lid.  Write “ST” and the sample number on the lid in permanent marker, place a “Toxic” label on the side of the vial so that it doesn’t obscure information on the label, and seal the vial with Para-film.  For dense samples, split in two vials and write on the labels and the lids 1 of 2 and 2 of 2 on each vial (it is rare to use 3 vials for one sample).

4.6	Calculation of Results

Abundance is calculated as the total number of a species or stage in the whole sample/volume of water filtered by the net. The volume of water filtered by the net is calculated from flow meter readings.

Amount of water filtered by vertical Bongo net:
VF = π × r2 × [(F – I) × 0.3]

VF = amount of water filtered by Bongo net (m3), 
r = radius of Bongo net = 0.2 m, 
F - I = the difference between Final and Initial flow meter readings,
0.3 = the pitch of the impeller per revolution for Hydrobios flow meter with backstop.

Count of organisms in whole sample:
NWS = NSS × (VWS / VSS)

NWS = count of organisms in whole sample (No.), 
NSS = count of organisms in subsample (No.), 
VWS = volume of whole sample (mL) in beaker, 
VSS = volume of subsample (mL) counted.
Abundance of organisms:
A = NWS / VF

A = abundance of organisms (No. m-3), 
NWS = count of organisms in whole sample (No.), 
VF = amount of water filtered by Bongo net (m3).
Precision, Bias and Limit of Detection
Precision obtained at the 95% confidence interval for differing numbers counted (taken from Postel et al. 2000)

	Organisms counted (n)
	Precision in % of count
	Range (n)

	4
	±100
	0-8

	11
	±60
	4-18

	16
	±50
	8-24

	25
	±40
	15-35

	44
	±30
	31-57

	64
	±25
	48-80

	100
	±20
	80-120

	178
	±15
	151-205

	400
	±10
	360-440

	1600
	±5
	1520-1680



Reporting
Composition and abundance to be reported in spreadsheet format.
Safety.

Literature References
Postel, L., H. Fock, Hagen, W. (2000). Biomass and abundance. In ICES Zooplankton methodology manual. R. P. Harris, P. H. Wiebe, J. Lenz, H. R. Skjoldal and M. Huntley (Eds). London, Academic Press: 83-192.
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Zooplankton species list

	AphiaID
	Taxon Name / Stage

	1410
	Foraminfera (Phylum)

	732976
	Tintinnina

	1267
	Cnidaria

	13551
	Anthoathecata

	117119
	Podocoryna 

	117848
	Rathkea octopunctata

	117345
	Lizzia blondina

	117015
	Bougainvillia spp.

	117988
	Hybocodon prolifer

	117095
	Euphysa spp.

	117836
	Proboscidactyla stellata

	117070
	Sarsia spp.

	117491
	Sarsia tubulosa

	117791
	Leuckartiara octona

	117178
	Amphinema spp.

	13552
	Leptothecata

	116998
	Aequorea spp.

	117804
	Phialella quadrata

	117515
	Eutima gracilis

	117514
	Eutima gegenbauri

	117978
	Tiaropsis multicirrata

	117452
	Corymorpha nutans 

	117725
	Laodicea undulata

	594013
	Staurostoma mertensii

	117755
	Mitrocomella polydiademata

	117747
	Cosmetira pilosella

	117368
	Clytia hemisphaerica

	117034
	Obelia spp.

	117849
	Aglantha digitale

	117947
	Solmaris corona

	1371
	Siphonophorae

	135484
	Agalma elegans

	135496
	Nanomia cara

	135338
	Diphyidae

	135441
	Muggiaea atlantica

	135335
	Physonectae colony fragments

	135220
	Scyphozoa spp.

	135220
	Scyphozoa ephyrae

	135259
	Cyanea spp.

	135259
	Cyanea spp. ephyrae

	135301
	Cyanea capillata

	135302
	Cyanea lamarckii

	135263
	Aurelia spp. ephyrae

	135306
	Aurelia aurita

	135305
	Pelagia noctiluca

	135304
	Chrysaora hysoscella

	1361
	Ceriantharia

	1248
	Ctenophora remains

	1248
	Ctenophora

	106386
	Pleurobrachia pileus

	106358
	Beroe cucumis

	1066
	Crustacea 

	106265
	Bosmina spp.

	106264
	Podonidae

	106277
	Podon leuckartii

	106276
	Podon intermedius

	247981
	Pleopis polyphemoides

	106273
	Evadne nordmanni

	150187
	Ostracoda Halocypridina spp.

	1082
	Cirripedia cypris

	1082
	Cirripedia nauplius

	1080
	Copepoda C1-5

	1080
	Copepoda C6F

	1080
	Copepoda C6M

	1080
	Copepod N1-6

	1100
	Calanoida C6F

	1100
	Calanoida C6M

	1100
	Calanoida C1-5

	1100
	Calanoida N1-6

	104152
	Calanus spp. C6F

	104152
	Calanus spp. C6M

	104152
	Calanus spp. C1

	104152
	Calanus spp. C2

	104152
	Calanus spp. C3

	104152
	Calanus spp. C4

	104152
	Calanus spp. C5

	104464
	Calanus finmarchicus C6F

	104464
	Calanus finmarchicus C6M

	104464
	Calanus finmarchicus C5

	104466
	Calanus helgolandicus C6F

	104466
	Calanus helgolandicus C6M

	104466
	Calanus helgolandicus C5

	847452
	Eucalanus elongatus elongatus C1-5

	847452
	Eucalanus elongatus elongatus  C6F

	847452
	Eucalanus elongatus elongatus C6M

	104544
	Subeucalanus crassus C1-5

	104544
	Subeucalanus crassus C6F

	104544
	Subeucalanus crassus C6M

	104543
	Rhincalanus nasutus C6F

	104543
	Rhincalanus nasutus C6M

	104543
	Rhincalanus nasutus C1-5

	1100
	Para/Clausocalanidae C1-5

	745865
	Paracalanus parvus parvus C6F

	745865
	Paracalanus parvus parvus C6M

	745865
	Paracalanus parvus parvus C1-5

	104193
	Calocalanus spp. C6F

	104193
	Calocalanus spp. C6M

	104193
	Calocalanus spp. C1-5

	104165
	Pseudocalanus spp. C6F 

	104165
	Pseudocalanus spp. C6M

	104165
	Pseudocalanus spp. C1-5

	104510
	Ctenocalanus vanus C6F

	104510
	Ctenocalanus vanus C6M

	104510
	Ctenocalanus vanus C1-5

	157675
	Microcalanus pusillus C6F

	157675
	Microcalanus pusillus C6M

	157675
	Microcalanus pusillus C1-5

	104161
	Clausocalanus spp. C6F

	104161
	Clausocalanus spp. C6M

	104161
	Clausocalanus spp. C1-5

	104468
	Mesocalanus tenuicornis C1-6

	104275
	Aetideus armatus C1-6

	104086
	Euchaetidae C1-6

	104103
	Scolecitrichidae spp. C1-6

	104811
	Scolecithricella minor C6F

	104811
	Scolecithricella minor C6M

	104811
	Scolecithricella minor C1-5

	104521
	Diaixis hibernica C6F

	104521
	Diaixis hibernica C6M

	104521
	Diaixis hibernica C1-5

	104878
	Temora longicornis C6F

	104878
	Temora longicornis C6M

	104878
	Temora longicornis C1-5

	104190
	Metridia spp. C1-6

	850801
	Metridia lucens lucens C6F

	850801
	Metridia lucens lucens C6M

	850801
	Metridia lucens lucens C1-5

	104496
	Centropages hamatus C6F

	104496
	Centropages hamatus C6M

	104496
	Centropages hamatus C1-5

	104499
	Centropages typicus C6F

	104499
	Centropages typicus C6M

	104499
	Centropages typicus C1-5

	104501
	Isias clavipes C6F

	104501
	Isias clavipes C6M

	104501
	Isias clavipes C1-5

	104474
	Candacia armata C6M

	104474
	Candacia armata C6F

	104474
	Candacia armata C1-5

	104722
	Anomalocera patersoni C6F

	104722
	Anomalocera patersoni C6M

	104722
	Anomalocera patersoni C1-5

	149755
	Acartia (Acartiura) clausi C6 F

	149755
	Acartia (Acartiura) clausi C6 M

	149755
	Acartia (Acartiura) clausi C1-5

	346037
	Acartia (Acartiura)  longeremis C6F

	346037
	Acartia (Acartiura) longeremis C6 M

	346037
	Acartia (Acartiura) longeremis C1-5

	234125
	Acartia (Acartiura) discaudata C6F

	234125
	Acartia (Acartiura) discaudata C6M

	234125
	Acartia (Acartiura) discaudata C1-5

	345919
	Acartia (Acanthacartia) bifilosa C6F

	345919
	Acartia (Acanthacartia) bifilosa C6M

	345919
	Acartia (Acanthacartia) bifilosa C1-5

	104097
	Pontellidae C1-6

	104686
	Parapontella brevicornis C6F

	104686
	Parapontella brevicornis C6M

	104686
	Parapontella brevicornis C1-5

	104204
	Xanthocalanus spp. C6F

	104204
	Xanthocalanus spp. C6M

	104204
	Xanthocalanus spp. C1-5

	104757
	Pseudocyclopia minor C6F

	104757
	Pseudocyclopia minor C6M

	104757
	Pseudocyclopia minor C1-5

	247924
	Diaptomus spp. C6F

	247924
	Diaptomus spp. C6M

	247924
	Diaptomus spp. C1-5

	157683
	Tortanus spp. C6F

	157683
	Tortanus spp. C6M

	157683
	Tortanus spp. C1-5

	157683
	Tortanus spp. eggs

	1102
	Harpacticoida C1-6

	1102
	Harpacticoida N1-6

	116115
	Microsetella norvegica C1-6

	116116
	Microsetella rosea C1-6

	128586
	Oncaeidae C1-6

	128569
	Corycaeidae C1-6

	128805
	Ditrichocorycaeus anglicus C6F

	128805
	Ditrichocorycaeus anglicus C6M

	1101
	Cyclopoida C1-6

	1101
	Cyclopoida N1-6

	106422
	Oithonidae C1-6

	106422
	Oithonidae N1-6

	106485
	Oithona spp. C1-6

	106656
	Oithona similis C6F

	106656
	Oithona similis C6M

	106642
	Oithona atlantica C6F

	106642
	Oithona atlantica C6M

	106485
	Oithona spp. C6 M

	106485
	Oithona spp. C6 F

	1106
	Monstrilloida C1-6

	135513
	Caligidae C1-6

	119816
	Mormonilla spp. C1-6

	1302
	Pycnogonida

	1071
	Malacostraca

	149668
	Mysida

	1137
	Cumacea

	1131
	Isopoda

	1131
	Isopoda (parasitic)

	1135
	Amphipoda (non-hyperiidea)

	101800
	Themisto spp.

	1135
	Amphipoda (parasitic)

	101796
	Hyperia spp.

	110671
	Euphausiidae calyptopis

	110671
	Euphausiidae furcilia

	110671
	Euphausiidae nauplius

	110671
	Euphausiidae adult

	254316
	Nyctiphanes couchii adult

	254316
	Nyctiphanes couchii juvenile

	254316
	Nyctiphanes couchii furcilia

	110679
	Thysanoessa spp. furcilia

	110708
	Thysanoessa inermis adult

	110709
	Thysanoessa longicaudata adult

	107254
	Nephrops norvegicus larva

	1130
	Decapoda larva

	106673
	Brachyura zoea

	106673
	Brachyura megalopa

	106671
	Anomura zoea

	106671
	Anomura megalopa

	106674
	Caridea zoea

	106674
	Caridea megalopa

	1820
	Enteropneusta larva

	51
	Mollusca

	101
	Gastropod spp. larva

	101
	Gastropod spp. egg

	138122
	Limacina spp.

	138101
	Lamellaria spp. larva

	164
	Gymnosomata

	139178
	Clione limacina

	105
	Bivalvia larva

	2081
	Chaetognatha

	5953
	Sagittidae juvenile

	105440
	Parasagitta elegans

	105443
	Parasagitta setosa

	105408
	Parasagitta spp.

	105464
	Serratosagitta serratodentata

	15177
	Spadellidae

	11676
	Pisces larva

	11676
	Pisces egg 

	125464
	Clupeidae larva

	10313
	Gadiformes larva

	125516
	Ammodytidae larva

	126751
	Ammodytes marinus

	799
	Nematoda

	883
	Polychaeta adult

	883
	Polychaeta larva

	129715
	Tomopteris spp.

	146142
	Bryozoa cyphonautes

	1789
	Phoronida larva

	1806
	Echinodermata larva

	1818
	Hemichordata larva

	1839
	Ascidiacea larva

	146421
	Appendicularia

	137272
	Salpa fusiformis

	137215
	Doliolidae

	793
	Platyhelminthes

	1824
	Cephalochordata

	292684
	Acari
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Appendix 4:  Tenderers’ Statement
Tenderers shall complete and return the following form of Tenderers’ Statement printed on 
the Tenderers’ headed notepaper (where applicable) and signed by the Tenderer.	

TENDERERS’ STATEMENT
TO: Marine Institute
RE: MI-CFT26-034 Call for Tender for the provision of zooplankton identification services for the ACCLIMATISE project 
Having examined your Request for Tenders (the “RFT”) including the instructions to Tenderers, the Selection and Award Criteria, the Requirements and Specifications and the Terms and Conditions of the Services Contract we hereby agree and declare the following:
1. We understand the nature and extent of the Services required to be delivered as described in Requirements and Specifications at Appendix 1 to the RFT.

2. We accept all of the Terms and Conditions of the RFT, the Services Contract and the Confidentiality Agreement included at Clause 25 of the Services Contract and agree if awarded a Services Contract to execute the Services Contract at Appendix 5 to the RFT.

3. We accept all the Selection and Award Criteria as set out in Part 3 of the RFT.

4. We agree to provide the Marine Institute with the Services in accordance with the RFT and out Tender.

5. We agree that, if awarded any Services Contract, we shall, in the performance of such contract, comply with all applicable obligations in the field of environmental, social and labour law.

6. We confirm that we have complied with all requirements as set out at Part 2 of the RFT.

7. We confirm that all prices quoted in our Tender will remain valid for the period of time commencing from the Tender Deadline, as specified at paragraph 2.10.3 of the RFT.

8. We shall, if awarded any Services Contract under the RFT, have in place on the Effective Date of the Services Contract all insurances (if any) as required by paragraph 2.21.1 of the RFT.


9. We confirm that all Data Subjects whose Personal Data is provided in our Tender have consented to the processing of such Personal Data by us, the Marine Institute, the Evaluation Team and the supplier of the etenders.gov.ie website, for the purposes of our participation in this Competition or that we otherwise have a legal basis for providing such Personal Data to the Marine Institute for the purposes of our participation in this Competition and that we will provide evidence of such consent and/or legal basis to the Marine Institute upon request.


SIGNED		__________________________
(Authorised Signatory)

Print name	__________________________

Company	__________________________

Address	_____________________________________________________________________

Date		__________________________

















Appendix 5: Declaration as to Personal Circumstances of Tenderer 

Re: MI-CFT26-034 Call for Tender for the provision of Zooplankton identification services for the ACCLIMATISE project
NAME:		[Click here and insert name] ADDRESS:	[Click here and insert address]
I, [Click here and insert name of Declarant], having been duly authorised by [Click here and insert name of entity] sincerely declare that [Click here and insert name of entity] itself or any person who has is a member of the administrative, management or supervisory body of [Click here and insert name of entity] or has powers of representation, decision or control in [Click here and insert name of entity]:
(a) Has never been the subject of a conviction for participation in a criminal organisation, as defined in Article 2 of Council Framework Decision 2008/841/JHA.

(b) Has never been the subject of a conviction for corruption, as defined in Article 3 of the Convention on the fight against corruption involving official of the European Communities or official of Member States of the European Union and Article 2(1) of Council Framework Decision 2003/568/JHA as well as corruption as defined in the national law of the Marine Institute or [Click here and insert name of entity].

(c) Has never been the subject of a conviction for fraud within the meaning of Article 1 of the Convention on the protection of the European Communities’ financial interests.

(d) Has never been the subject of a conviction for terrorist offences or offences lined to terrorist activities, as defined in Articles 1 and 3 of Council Framework Decision 2002/475/JHA respectively, or for inciting or aiding or abetting or attempting to commit an offence, as referred to in Article 4 of that Framework Decision.

(e) Has never been the subject of a conviction for money laundering or terrorist financing, as defined in Article 1 of Directive 2005/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council.

(f) Has never been the subject of a conviction for child labour and other forms of trafficking in human beings as defined in Article 2 of Directive 2011/36/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council.

(g) Is not in breach and has not breached its obligations relating to the payment of taxes or social security contributions.

(h) That the preparation of the tender was carried out independently.

(i) Has, in the performance of all public contracts, complied with applicable obligations in the field of environmental, social and labour law that apply at the place where the works are carried out or the goods provided, that have been established by EU law, national law, collective agreements or by international, environmental, social and labour law listed in Schedule 7 of the European Union (Award of Public Authority Contracts) Regulations 216 (Statutory Instrument 284 of 2016).

(j) Is not bankrupt or the subject of insolvency or winding-up proceedings, its assets are not being administered by a liquidator or by the court, it is not in an arrangement with creditors, its business activities are not suspended nor is it in any analogous situation arising from a similar procedure under national laws and regulations.

(k) Is not guilty of grave professional misconduct.

(l) Has not entered into agreements with other economic operators aimed at distorting competition.

(m) Is not aware of any conflict of interest due to its participation in the Competition.

(n) Has not had any prior involvement in the preparation of the Competition

(o) Has not shown significant or persistent deficiencies in the performance of a substantive requirement under a prior public contract, a prior contract with a contracting entity, or a prior concession contract, which led to early termination of that prior contract, damages or other comparable sanctions.

(p) Is not guilty of serious misrepresentation in supplying the information required for the verification of the absence of grounds for exclusion or the fulfilment of the Selection Criteria for this Competition and did not withhold such information and did not fail or is not able to submit supporting documents in respect of this Competition as required under Regulation 59 of the European Union (Award of Public Authority Contracts) Regulations 2016 (Statutory Instrument 284 of 2016).

(q) Has not undertaken to unduly influence the decision-making process of the Marine Institute in respect of the Competition or obtain confidential information that may confer upon it undue advantages in respect of the Competition; or negligently provided misleading information that may have a material influence on decisions concerning exclusion, selection or award.

I understand and acknowledge that the provision of inaccurate or misleading information in this declaration may lead to my business/firm/company/partnership being excluded from participation in this or future tenders, and I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true and by virtue of the Statutory Declarations Act, 1938.  This declaration is made for the benefit of the Marine Institute.

________________________________		_______________________________
Signature of Declarant				Name of Declarant in print or block capitals

Appendix 6:  Draft Services Contract
Please See additional document


























image1.jpeg
oras na Nara
arine [nstitute





image2.png
Irish Whale
PEACEPLUS and Dolphin
ClIMATISE Group
> afbi <=





