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	0. Context
1. This Request for Tender (RFT) SPU CO78-2026 is an invitation to suppliers/service providers to submit a Tender for the Provision of Scientific and Technical Support to NPWS for the Conservation, Restoration and Monitoring of Blanket Bogs 
1. Procedure: Below-threshold public procurement competition conducted in accordance with national public procurement requirements. The estimated contract value is below the applicable threshold for mandatory publication in the Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU)/Tenders Electronic Daily (TED).
1. 
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	0. [bookmark: _Toc387326105][bookmark: Section_1_timeline]Our timeline
a. Here is our timeline for this RFT. 
	Clarifications
	Thursday, 27 August 2026 by 17:00 hrs 

	Deadline for Tenders:
	Thursday 3rd, September 2026 by 17.00hrs

	Anticipated Contract start date:
	To be confirmed with successful tenderer

All dates and times stated are local time.
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	0. How to contact us 
a. All enquiries must be directed to the nominated Point of Contact. We will manage all external communications through this Point of Contact only.
Via e-Tenders Portal
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	0. Developing and submitting your Tender
a. You must use the Response Form provided further below
b. Tenderers may only include appendices specifically requested in this RFT. Any unsolicited marketing material or supplementary documentation may not be considered during the evaluation process.
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	0.4 [bookmark: Section_1_address_for_proposals]Manner for submitting your Tender 
a. Tenders must be submitted electronically via the eTenders Portal. Tenders submitted by email will not be accepted.
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	0.5 [bookmark: Section_1_point_of_contact][bookmark: Section_1_conditions_of_tender]Our RFT Process, Terms and Conditions
a. Offer Validity Period: In submitting a Tender, the supplier/service provider agrees that their Tender will remain open for acceptance by the Contracting Authority for three (3) calendar months from the Deadline for Tenders. 
b. Any contract that may result from this Competition (the “Services Contract”) will be issued for a term of 18 months (“the Term”).
c. The Contracting Authority reserves the right to extend the Term for a period or periods of up to 6 months with a maximum of 2 such extension or extensions on the same terms and conditions
d. Payment will be within 30 days from receipt of a valid invoice and satisfactory delivery of the relevant services.
e. Insurance requirement:
f. Select the types and levels of insurance required.
The successful Tenderer shall maintain the following minimum levels of insurance for the duration of the Contract:

	Type of Insurance
	Indemnity Limit

	Public Liability
	€6.5M any one event

	Professional Indemnity
	€1M any one claim excluding defence cost

	Employers Liability
	€13M any one event - where applicable



Evidence of insurance cover, or confirmation that such cover can be obtained, may be requested prior to contract award.
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	0.6 Estimate of expenditure
a. The Contracting Authority estimates that the expenditure on the Goods/Services to be covered by the proposed Contracts may amount to some [€115,000] (excl. VAT) over the Term and any possible extensions. Tenderers must understand that this figure is an estimate only based on current and future expected usage.
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Section 2: Our Requirements
Background

The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) within the Heritage Division of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH) has the responsibility for the protection and conservation of Ireland’s natural heritage and biodiversity at national government level. The responsibilities of the NPWS include:
protection of habitats and species through the designation of sites as Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Areas (SPA) and Natural Heritage Areas (NHA), 
administering a licensing system to regulate and control activities that impact on habitats or species in Ireland,
raising awareness about our natural heritage through education and information dissemination, 
to create and maintain a comprehensive inventory of species and habitats in Ireland,
to undertake scientific surveys and research, and compile monitoring data, to assist in the provision of specialist advice in relation to public policy, designations, and the protection and management of wildlife habitats and species,
coordinating and supporting the development and implementation of Ireland’s National Nature Restoration Plan,
the implementation of Ireland’s National Biodiversity Action Plan,
the implementation of Nature Conservation Legislation and the ratification and implementation of international conventions and agreements relating to the natural heritage,
to consider and advise on development proposals that may impact on nature conservation and
to manage, maintain and develop Ireland’s National Parks and Nature Reserves.
The current designated blanket bog network consists of 55 blanket bog SACs and 73 blanket bog NHAs. The legal basis on which SACs are selected and designated is the Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) while the NHAs are designated using national legislation (the Wildlife Acts). 
The work involves the provision of scientific and technical advice to DHLGH (henceforth ‘The Department’) to assist NPWS in developing and implementing national approaches to the conservation, restoration, management and monitoring of Ireland’s blanket bogs and associated habitats. The Services will focus primarily on blanket bog habitats within sites designated as SACs and NHAs but may, where required, extend to other relevant sites and associated habitats.
The Services are expected to include the provision of specialist scientific and technical advice, including support for the development and refinement of monitoring methods, the assessment of habitat condition, and the development and implementation of appropriate conservation and restoration approaches. The Services will support the Department in meeting its obligations under national and European nature conservation legislation and in implementing relevant national biodiversity and peatland policies.
Professional service description 

This request for tender is for the provision of full-time scientific/technical support to NPWS. The scientific/technical support will be provided by one individual or a team. Scientific/technical support will be required in relation to the tasks described below. 
The work programme will be overseen by a Grade II peatland wildlife inspector in the Science Advice and Research Directorate (SARD) of NPWS.
The successful tenderer will be primarily responsible for supporting the Grade II Peatland Wildlife Inspector, in collaboration with the current Grade III Blanket Bog Wildlife Inspector within SARD, in the implementation of the tasks described below. The successful tenderer may also be required to provide occasional scientific and technical support to other NPWS Directorates on matters relating to the conservation of blanket bogs and associated habitats. 
The contractor will provide this service up to an amount of 220 days in a 18-month period. 
The successful tenderer may be required to complete the 220 days by the end of 2027 (depending on work demand).
Hardware and software relevant to the duties in the service will be provided by the successful tenderer.
The contractor will work from a venue that has adequate computer capacity and broadband connectivity. The contractor is expected to work remotely and very occasionally attend meetings in the NPWS offices at 90 King Street North Dublin 7 (D07 N7CV), Ireland. A limited number of field visits to blanket bog sites across Ireland may be required, depending on project needs. Field visits will be undertaken on an occasional basis, and regular fieldwork is not anticipated as part of the contract.
Tasks 

The work involves collaboration with Departmental staff, consultants contracted to the Department, NPWS partner projects and outside bodies, and relevant blanket bog related stakeholders. The contractor will provide this service up to an amount of 220 days in an 18-month period, subject to annual budgetary approval, the successful tenderer may be required to complete the 220 days by the end of 2027 (depending on work demand).
The contractor shall provide scientific, technical, and policy support to the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) in relation to the conservation, restoration, monitoring, and management of blanket bog habitats. The work may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Scientific Advice and Technical Support
Provide scientific advice and recommendations, as required, on a wide range of issues relating to the conservation and restoration of blanket bog.
Provide scientific expertise and technical advice to NPWS on the development and implementation of blanket bog restoration programmes and projects, including the development, review, and updating of management guidelines, codes of practice, and technical protocols.
Provide advice and technical input in relation to the development of the National Nature Restoration Plan and responses to relevant infringement proceedings.
Provide input, as required, to environmental assessments, including Appropriate Assessments (AA), Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA), and other regulatory processes.
2. Restoration Planning, Monitoring and Site Assessments
Undertake site visits, as required, to support the development of restoration strategies and plans, monitor restoration measures, and further the understanding of blanket bog conservation and restoration.
Monitor and review ongoing conservation and restoration measures at peatland sites.
Attend meetings and site-based reviews relating to restoration and monitoring activities.
Extensive fieldwork is not anticipated under this contract; however, tenderers shall make provision for an appropriate number of field days to support site assessments, monitoring, and advisory requirements.
3. Monitoring, Research and Data Analysis
Assist in the development of a multi-annual monitoring programme for Annex I blanket bog habitats (Codes 7130 and 7130*), incorporating both field-based and remote-sensing methodologies and aligned with NPWS conservation status assessment methods, including Article 17 reporting requirements.
Assist in the development and refinement of methodologies for the national-scale mapping of blanket bog habitats.
Analyse spatial, ecological, and statistical datasets relating to blanket bog conservation and restoration programmes, as well as agricultural schemes.
Support the further development of conservation objectives, strategies, and evidence-based approaches for blanket bogs and associated habitats.
4. Data Management, Reporting and GIS
Prepare technical reports, progress reports, action plans, and GIS mapping outputs, as required.
Generate, analyse, manage, and store data in accordance with Departmental protocols and standards.
Support the completion and updating of Natura 2000 Standard Data Forms and assist in the preparation and revision of Site-Specific Conservation Objectives (SSCOs) for blanket bog Special Areas of Conservation (SACs).
Contribute to biodiversity, climate-related, and other national and international reporting obligations relevant to blanket bog habitats.
5. Stakeholder Engagement and Communications
Liaise with, and assist in the organisation of meetings involving, relevant stakeholders, including restoration project partners, public bodies, research institutions, and community groups involved in blanket bog conservation and restoration.
Support the development and implementation of communication, outreach, and dissemination activities related to blanket bog conservation and restoration, including the preparation of guidance documents and good-practice publications.
6. General Requirements
Undertake such other related duties and tasks as may be assigned by the Department from time to time, within the scope of the contract.
Additional related tasks may be required during the duration of the contract.
Useful links and reference

Best Practice Raised Bog Restoration Guidelines: https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/IWM99_RB_Restoration_Best%20Practice%20Guidance.pdf
European Commission (2007). Interpretation Manual of European Union Habitats – Eur 27. DG Environment, European Commission.
Fossitt, J.A. (2000) A guide to habitats in Ireland. The Heritage Council, Kilkenny.
Lindsay R.A. (2010) Peatbogs and carbon: a critical synthesis to inform policy development in oceanic peat bog conservation and restoration in the context of climate change. Environmental Research Group University of East London.
National Biodiversity Data Centre, Irish Vegetation Classification. Available at https://biodiversityireland.ie/projects/ivc-classification-explorer/
NPWS (2015) National Peatlands Strategy 2015. National Parks and Wildlife Services, Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. Dublin. https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/NationalPeatlandsStrategy2015EnglishVers.pdf
NPWS (2025). The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland. https://www.npws.ie/publications/article-17-reports/article-17-reports-2025
Perrin, P.M., Barron, S.J., Roche, J.R. & O’Hanrahan, B. (2014). Guidelines for a national survey and conservation assessment of upland vegetation and habitats in Ireland. Version 2.0. Irish Wildlife Manuals, No. 79. National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Dublin, Ireland. Available at https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/IWM79.pdf
Perrin P.M., Fitzpatrick U & Lynn D. (2018) The Irish Vegetation Classification – An overview of concepts, structure and tools.  In Practice, Issue 102, December 2018. Available at http://www.botanicalenvironmental.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/IVC-CIEEM-Article.pdf
Renou-Wilson, F., Bolger, T., Bullock, C., Convery, F., Curry, J. P., Ward, S., Wilson, D. and Müller, C. 2011. BOGLAND: A Protocol for the Sustainable Management of Irish Peatlands. STRIVE Report No. 76 prepared for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Johnstown Castle, Co. Wexford.



ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS
Tenderers must have on or before the closing date: 
A degree in botany/ecology or a relevant environmental science, at least, level 8 on the National Framework of Qualifications coupled with field-based postgraduate ecological experience of blanket bog and associated habitats.
Demonstrable knowledge and experience of:
blanket bog vegetation and ecology and particularly standard survey techniques i.e. National Survey of Upland Habitats (NSUH), and specific expertise in the identification flora of blanket bog, heath and associated habitats, 
conservation evaluation and management related to blanket bog and associated habitats,
impact assessment related to the conservation of blanket bog and associated habitats as well as knowledge on assessment of pressures on these habitats,
contemporary understanding of the hydro-ecological functioning of blanket bog ecosystems,
understanding of restoration management techniques of blanket bog,
sampling design and in the planning and execution of wetland habitat surveys and monitoring programmes,
GIS based habitat mapping,
producing/reviewing of AA and NIS.
A good understanding of the published and grey literature on impacts on blanket bog.
A good understanding of national and international nature conservation legal obligations.
Proficiency in identification of the Irish flora especially higher plants and bryophytes of bogs and associated habitats.
Excellent field survey skills (orienteering/map reading, use of field IT equipment e.g. data-loggers, GPS etc.).
Demonstrable ability and experience to write in a clear and concise manner.
Demonstrable multivariate habitat and vegetation data analysis and data management skills, particularly in GIS. 
Ability to clearly explain scientific issues to non-scientific audience.
IT Skills (Microsoft Office version 3 Applications: Word Processing, Database design and GIS skills) and access to PC with Microsoft Office and GIS Applications.
Access to surveying handheld devices (sub-meter accuracy) and necessary software packages. 
Knowledge of health and safety considerations relevant to blanket bog and associated habitats survey work.
Physical fitness appropriate for survey requirements blanket bog and associated habitats.
Initiative, vision, strong administration skills.
A full driving licence and use of a car.
Fluency in the English language, both written and oral.
The evidence that the tenderer satisfies the above requirements, including relevant qualifications and detail of work experience to allow the Contracting Authority to reach an opinion as to the adequacy of technical and professional ability should be included in the tendering document.
NPWS Data Standards

All project data deliverables should comply with the NPWS Data Standards. All data and metadata products produced by the project should be compatible with existing NPWS data management and GIS systems. You are referred to the document: NPWS Data Standards and Project Delivery Guidelines  (https://www.npws.ie/maps-and-data/data-standards/npws-project-data-standards) as a starting point for learning about the NPWS data standards and use of the NPWS project delivery template. It is advisable to be familiar with the project data delivery requirements at the tendering stage; this will ensure adequate time for data management is allocated. The successful tenderer must liaise with the Project Co-ordinator early in the project to agree data requirements.
As part of the specified delivery process the use of the NPWS-generated Project Identifier Code for the project should be integrated into file and directory naming. Details of use are contained in the NPWS Data Standards and Project Delivery Guidelines document that is supplied as part of a project directory template in the downloadable zip archive (7.6 Mb), NPWS project data standards and directory template. This archive contains a project directory tree populated with the most current versions of forms, documentation and templates. The current release of the Project Delivery Pack is Version 8.3 (updated January 2023) and can be downloaded from the NPWS website at https://www.npws.ie/maps-and-data/data-standards/npws-project-data-standards.
Please note that metadata for the project must be INSPIRE compliant. Use the associated Data Resource Catalogue PDF form to document project metadata. See: 
https://www.npws.ie/maps-and-data/data-standards/npws-data-resource-catalogue
IMAGE DELIVERY
A digital copy of all images submitted with the project should be supplied in a format suitable for upload to the NPWS Image bank along with a manifest of the images.
GIS REQUIREMENTS/DIGITAL MAPPING
Prior to the initiation of the project, the successful tenderer must take heed of the GIS data standards and quality control checks outlined in the NPWS Research Project Data standards. All data supplied must comply with these standards.  https://www.npws.ie/maps-and-data/data-standards
An early sample of the GIS dataset deliverable(s) should be forwarded to NPWS GIS staff for quality assurance. This will allow any potential data quality issues to be identified at an early stage in the project.
In particular, the following points are of relevance:
GIS data should be mapped to identifiable features on the OSI 1:5000 vector basemap where possible, and to features interpreted from ortho-rectified raster imagery where needed.
All GIS data must be provided in an ESRI-compatible format (Shapefiles or Geodatabases) and accompanied by appropriate metadata (NPWS Resource Catalogue). 
The reference sources used for the creation of the GIS data should be identified and documented thoroughly in the associated metadata (NPWS Resource Catalogue) with special reference to the lineage entry. 
Where data have been acquired from other organisations on behalf of DAHG, and sanction has been given by that organisation for their retention by DAHG, these original datasets should be provided.
The digitised GIS data must be fully topologically correct. There must be no open polygons, dangling arcs or digitising artefacts. There should be no ‘multipolygon’ features’.  Polygons must also be fully attributed according to the project methodology.
Where polygon habitat GIS data are being created, habitats should be in one continuous layer, differentiated by habitat attribution
Habitat data must match the spatial extent of the boundary shapefiles (as provided by NPWS) - i.e. the area of the habitat layer must equal the area of the boundary layer (for projects mapping designated areas).
Accuracy must be in keeping with that of digitising carried out by NPWS GIS staff.  Digitised line work must follow the map detail accurately; the digitised line should split the underlying raster feature.  Where digitising is being done against an existing vector boundary or feature (e.g. SPA boundary) the newly digitised line must ‘snap’ or ‘trace’ to every vertex in the pre-existing vector – this will eliminate ‘slivers’.
If supplying ESRI shapefiles, all core shapefile components (.shp, shx and .dbf) must be provided.  Where relevant, a map projection file (.prj), metadata file (.shp.xml) or  layer/style file (.lyr) may also be required.  Where the final map layout and its associated symbology is being provided to NPWS, please note that the contractor must transmit the MXD file and the data files (shapefiles) as an MXD file does not contain any data.  The MXD should be configured to use relative directory paths to the data.
Please note: reference spatial datasets (both ecological and topographical in nature) provided by NPWS for this project will be provided in the Irish Transverse Mercator (ITM) reference system where possible. As such GIS datasets submitted as fulfilment of this project to NPWS must be submitted in ITM. For reference datasets currently in the Irish Grid reference system please consult with NPWS with regards to the correct method of conversion to ITM.










[bookmark: _SECTION_3:_Our][bookmark: Section_3_evaluation_methodology][bookmark: _Toc387326110][bookmark: _Toc391910784][bookmark: _Toc78135181]Section 3: Our Evaluation Approach
3.1 [bookmark: _Toc387669538] Evaluation Model 
The Contracting Authority will first assess Tender submissions against the minimum requirements set out in Section 3.1. Only Tenderers that satisfy these requirements will proceed to evaluation against the Award Criteria.
Qualifying Tenders will be evaluated and scored against the Award Criteria set out in Section 3.3 and the Contract will be awarded to the Tenderer submitting the Most Economically Advantageous Tender (MEAT).
Subject to these pre-conditions
Each Tender/proposal must meet all these pre-conditions. 
Tenderers must demonstrate, on or before the tender submission deadline, that the proposed Lead Ecologist (or equivalent key personnel) possesses the following minimum qualifications and experience.
Failure to demonstrate compliance with the requirements below will result in exclusion from further consideration.
Qualifications
The proposed Lead Ecologist must possess:
· A degree in Botany, Ecology or a related Environmental Science discipline at NFQ Level 8 or equivalent;
· Relevant postgraduate field-based ecological experience relating to blanket bog and associated habitats.
Knowledge and Experience
The Tenderer must demonstrate knowledge and practical experience in:
· Blanket bog vegetation and ecology;
· Standard habitat survey methodologies, including the National Survey of Upland Habitats (NSUH);

· Identification of flora associated with blanket bog, heath and related habitats;
· Conservation evaluation and management of blanket bog and associated habitats;
· Assessment of pressures and impacts affecting blanket bog habitats;
· Hydro-ecological functioning of blanket bog ecosystems;
· Blanket bog restoration and management techniques;
· Design and implementation of wetland habitat surveys and monitoring programmes;
· GIS-based habitat mapping;
· Preparation and/or review of Appropriate Assessment (AA) documentation and Natura Impact Statements (NIS).
The Tenderer must also demonstrate:
· Knowledge of published and grey literature relating to blanket bog ecology and impacts;
· Knowledge of national and international nature conservation legislation and policy;
· Proficiency in identification of Irish flora, particularly higher plants and bryophytes associated with blanket bog and related habitats;
· Excellent field survey skills, including navigation, map reading and use of field equipment such as GPS units and data loggers;
· Experience in habitat and vegetation data analysis and data management, including GIS applications;
· Ability to prepare clear, concise and technically robust reports;
· Ability to communicate scientific information effectively to non-specialist audiences.
Resources and Equipment
Tenderers must demonstrate access to:
· Microsoft Office applications and appropriate GIS software;
· Survey-grade handheld equipment with sub-metre accuracy;
· Any specialist software necessary to complete the services.
Other Requirements
Tenderers must demonstrate:
· Knowledge of health and safety requirements associated with field survey work in blanket bog and associated habitats;
· Access to transport suitable for carrying out the services;
· Fluency in written and spoken English.
Evidence
Tenderers shall provide sufficient evidence to demonstrate compliance with the above requirements. Such evidence shall include relevant qualifications, curriculum vitae, details of relevant project experience and any other information necessary for the Contracting Authority to assess the Tenderer's technical and professional capability.

3.2 [bookmark: Section_4_pricing][bookmark: _Toc391910785][bookmark: _Toc387326111][bookmark: _Toc306892494]Tender format
Tenderers must submit the following:
1. Technical Proposal
A brief proposal describing:
a. Experience and composition of the proposed team (Award Criterion A)
Provide details of the background, qualifications, relevant experience and proposed role of each team member, including a short CV for key personnel.
b. Proposed methodology (Award Criterion B)
Provide a detailed description of the proposed approach to undertaking the services, including project management arrangements, survey methodology, data management, GIS and metadata management, quality assurance procedures and risk management measures.
c. Understanding of the project requirements (Award Criterion C)
Demonstrate an understanding of the project objectives, requirements, expected outputs and any key challenges associated with delivery of the services.
d. Sustainability and Green Procurement (Award Criterion D)
Describe the environmental and social sustainability measures that will be applied in the delivery of the contract.
2. Financial Proposal
A detailed pricing schedule shall be provided (Award Criterion E), including:
· the proposed daily rate for each nominated team member;
· the estimated number of days allocated to each task;
· a breakdown of costs by task and personnel;
· the total all-inclusive tender price.
Prices shall be expressed in Euro (€), exclusive of VAT, with VAT shown separately.
Tenderers should ensure that the tendered price includes all costs associated with delivery of the services, including but not limited to:
· data and document collation;
· data analysis and interpretation;
· project management;
· GIS and metadata management;
· reporting and administration;
· survey equipment and software;
· travel time;
· vehicle, fuel and running costs;
· accommodation and subsistence costs;
· all other overheads and expenses.
No additional expenses shall be payable unless expressly agreed in advance by the Contracting Authority.
Tendered rates and prices shall remain fixed and valid for a period of three (3) calendar months from the tender submission deadline.
Supporting Evidence
Tenderers shall provide sufficient information to demonstrate compliance with the minimum requirements set out in Section 3.1, including relevant qualifications, curriculum vitae, details of relevant experience and any other information necessary for the Contracting Authority to assess the Tenderer's technical and professional capability.



3.3 Award Criteria
Tenderers must achieve the Minimum Qualifying Threshold (MQT) for Criteria A, B, C and D. Failure to achieve the MQT for any of these criteria will result in exclusion from further consideration and the tender will not proceed to the final evaluation stage.

	Evaluation Model
	

	Criterion 
	
	Qualifying
Threshold (MQT)
	Marks awarded

	A
	Relevant Knowledge, Expertise and Experience
	240 
	400 

	B
	Methodological Approach
	 120 
	200 

	C
	Understanding of Project Requirements
	 60 
	100 

	D
	Sustainability: Environmental and Social Considerations 
	60 
	100 

	E
	Price
	N/A
	300 

	
	Total
	
	1100 


Methodology for Qualitative Award Criteria A, B, C and D Scoring
 
	Weighting           Meaning

	85% - 100%
	A response that demonstrates an excellent level of quality and understanding of requirements and provides comprehensive and convincing assurance that the Tenderer will deliver to an excellent standard.

	60% - 84%
	A response that demonstrates a satisfactory level of quality and understanding of requirements and gives reasonable assurance of delivery to an adequate standard but does not provide sufficiently convincing assurance to award a higher mark.

	30% - 59%
	A response where reservations exist. Lacks full credibility/convincing detail, and there is a significant risk that the required services would not be delivered.

	1% - 29%
	A response where serious reservations exist. This may be because, for example, insufficient detail is provided, and the response has fundamental flaws, or is seriously inadequate or seriously lacks credibility with a high risk of non-delivery.

	0%
	Response completely fails to address the criterion under consideration.

	Note: Scores will be awarded on the basis of whole numbers only




[bookmark: _Hlk86695224]The scores for cost of all valid Tenders will be calculated by using the following formula: 
	
Maximum Score x Lowest Tender Cost = Score for that Tender Price.
                                           Tender Price in Question




3.4 Services Contract
Before the services contract can be awarded, the successful tenderer will be required to supply a Tax Clearance Access Number and Tax Reference Number. It is a condition that the successful tenderer shall, for the term of such contract, comply with all EU and domestic tax laws.
3.5 Budget
The Contracting Authority estimates that expenditure on the services to be covered by the proposed Services Contract will be in the region of €115,000 (excl. VAT) over the term. The estimated budget is provided for information purposes only and does not represent a guaranteed level of expenditure.
3.6 Deliverables/outputs
Payments will be dependent on satisfactory progress on the following deliverables:
· Completion of the tasks listed above (Section 2).
· Regular short update reports to NPWS.
· Regular update meetings with SARD staff.
· Production of case work reports, as required.
· Input of all relevant data gathered and analysed during the contract into appropriate data management systems.

3.7 Payments, contractual liaison
Payments will be dependent on the agreed tasks being satisfactorily delivered. The deadline for full and final project delivery is 17.00 on 31st March 2028. 

[bookmark: _Toc1465193252]Section 4: Pricing Information
4.1 Pricing information to be provided by suppliers/service providers
In submitting the price, the supplier/service provider must meet the following:
a. Suppliers/Service Providers are to use the pricing schedule template provided below. 
b. The pricing schedule must show a breakdown of all costs, fees, expenses and charges associated with the full delivery of the requirements over the whole of the life of the contract. It must also clearly state the total contract price exclusive of VAT.
c. Where the price, or part of the price, is based on fee rates, all rates must be specified, either hourly or daily or both as required.
d. In preparing their Tender, suppliers/service providers are to consider all risks, contingencies and other circumstances relating to the delivery of the requirements and include adequate provision in the Tender and pricing information to manage such risks and contingencies.
e. Suppliers/Service Providers are to document in their Tender all assumptions and qualifications made about the delivery of the requirements, including in the financial pricing information. Any assumption that the Contracting Authority or a third party will incur cost related to the delivery of the requirements must be stated, and the cost estimated, if possible.
f. Prices should be tendered in Euro (€) Ex-VAT. Unless otherwise agreed, the Contracting Authority will arrange contractual payments in Euro (€). 


	[bookmark: _Toc737512090]Section 5: Tender response document template
5.1 Instructions to Bidders
1. All sections of the below Tender Response Document (“TRD”) where applicable (shaded like this) must be completed by the Tenderers. No other text should be amended.

2. Tenderers should ensure to carefully read the Request for Tender (“RFT”) document associated with this Competition before completing and submitting this Tender Response Document (“TRD”).

3. Tenderers must complete and submit all material requested in this TRD in full. Tenderers may not amend the TRD other than to provide the required information in the allocated response areas. The TRD must be completed in the same sequence as presented (not rearranged).

4. Tenderers are NOT permitted to include any additional cover sheets; corporate branding and/or an executive summary in this TRD. Please note a cover sheet and/or an executive summary WILL NOT BE EVALUATED. 

5. Tenderers are reminded that additional information provided as appendices, references, brochures or links to websites is NOT permitted in response to the award criteria. Any such information provided WILL NOT BE EVALUATED.

6. The TRD must be submitted in English.

7. The TRD must be submitted in Microsoft Word format or as a readable and searchable PDF. 
Documents should not be saved with a filename containing any of the following characters:  
~ " # % & * : < >? / \ { | }

8. Before completing each section, Tenderers are required to read and follow the instructions preceding each requirement. Tenderers should note that all responses submitted within this TRD should be in Calibri font and no less than font size 11 and 1.0 line spacing. Where specified, maximum page limits must be adhered to. 



Supplier/Service Provider Response

	


5.2 Supplier/Service Provider Details
	Tenderers Contact Details

	Legal Name of Supplier
	Click here and insert details

	Contact Name for this RFT
	Click here and insert details

	Title and Position
	Click here and insert details

	Telephone Number
	Click here and insert details

	Email Address
	Click here and insert details

	Registered Office Postal Address
	Click here and insert details

	Type of organisation 
	Choose an item.
 



5.3 Confirmations
I submit the following Tender in response to your RFT. I confirm that  is able to deliver the requirements as follows:
	· To the required standard
	☐
	· By the delivery date
	☐
	· In the quantity requested
	☐
	· [bookmark: _Hlk514426858]To the/at the location requested
	☐
	· Validity Period
	☐
	· T’s & C’s accepted 
	☐
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Section 6 Response: We Meet Your Needs
Criterion A: Relevant Knowledge, Expertise and Experience (400 Marks)

Tenderers shall demonstrate that the proposed individual(s) possess the qualifications, specialist knowledge and practical experience necessary to complete the contract successfully.

The assessment will consider, but will not be limited to:
· Relevant qualifications and professional competence;
· Experience of blanket bog vegetation and ecology;
· Experience of National Survey of Upland Habitats (NSUH) survey methodologies;
· Experience in the identification of blanket bog, heath and associated habitats;
· Experience of conservation evaluation and management of blanket bog habitats;
· Experience of impact assessment and assessment of pressures affecting blanket bog habitats;
· Knowledge of the hydro-ecological functioning of blanket bog ecosystems;
· Experience of restoration management techniques for blanket bog;
· Experience in habitat survey design, monitoring and data collection;
· GIS habitat mapping and spatial data management experience;
· Experience in the preparation and/or review of AA and NIS documentation;
· Experience in data analysis, interpretation and reporting;
· Availability, capacity and suitability of the proposed personnel for delivery of the contract.

Tenderers should cross-reference the experience described below to the qualifications, curriculum vitae and project examples provided.

Insert response here:


Tenderers shall provide a short curriculum vitae (maximum two pages) for each member of the proposed team who will be responsible for and involved in the delivery of the services. 

The curriculum vitae should include details of relevant qualifications, professional experience and projects undertaken that demonstrate suitability for the proposed role.

Tenderers shall also complete the following table for each proposed team member:
Minimum Qualifying Threshold: 240 Marks


	Please provide biographical details for each member of the proposed team who it is proposed will be responsible for and involved in the delivery of the requirements. 


	Name
	Click here and insert response

	Position in Firm
	Click here and insert response

	Role 
	Click here and insert response

	No. of Years’ Experience
	Click here and insert response

	Relevant Qualifications
	Click here and insert response



	Please provide biographical details for each member of the proposed team involved in the delivery of the requirements. 


	Name
	Click here and insert response

	Position in Firm
	Click here and insert response

	Role 
	Click here and insert response

	No. of Years’ Experience
	Click here and insert response

	Relevant Qualifications
	Click here and insert response



	Please provide biographical details for each member of the proposed team involved in the delivery of the requirements. 


	Name
	Click here and insert response

	Position in Firm
	Click here and insert response

	Role 
	Click here and insert response

	No. of Years’ Experience
	Click here and insert response

	Relevant Qualifications
	Click here and insert response



[bookmark: _Toc190874696]Part A 2: Tenderers Previous Contracts 
Using the form of the “Previous Project/Contract” table below, Tenderers shall provide details of up to three relevant projects completed within the last ten years which demonstrate experience of delivering services of a similar nature, scale and complexity.
Tenderers should complete a separate "Previous Project/Contract" template for each example provided. The Contracting Authority may contact the referees listed for verification purposes.


	PREVIOUS PROJECT/CONTRACT # 

	Name of Project/Contract 
	Click here and insert the name of project or matter on which you delivered service 

	Client/Contracting Authority 
	Click here and insert the name of the client or contracting authority 

	Contract Description 
	Click here and insert a full description of services provided to the Client/Contracting Authority 

	Contract Management 
	Click here and insert details of the management systems/approach employed during the course of the contract 

	Contract Performance 
	Click here and insert tangible examples of where your expertise and skill added value 

	Contract Value (Ex. Vat) 
	€Click here and insert the total value charged 

	Contract Duration and Start/Finish Dates 
	Click here and insert the start date and finish date of the project/contract 

	Comparability Narrative 
	Click here and insert a short narrative that outlines the extent to which you feel the services are comparable to the Contracting Authorities current requirements 

	Name of Client Referee 
	Click here and insert name 

	Telephone of Client Referee 
	Click here and insert telephone number 

	Email Address of Client Referee 
	Click here and insert email address 


* Duplicate as necessary.






Criterion B: Methodological Approach (200 Marks)


Tenderers must provide a description of the proposed methodology for delivery of the services.
The assessment will consider:
· Quality and appropriateness of the proposed methodology;
· Feasibility of the proposed approach;
· Survey design and data collection methods;
· Data management and GIS methodology;
· Quality assurance arrangements;
· Project management approach;
· Identification and management of risks;
· Ability to deliver the required outputs within the proposed timeframe.
Minimum Qualifying Threshold: 120 Marks

Insert response here:









Criterion C: Understanding of the Project Requirements (100 Marks)


Tenderers shall demonstrate their understanding of the project objectives, requirements and expected outputs.
The assessment will consider:
· Understanding of the project purpose and objectives;
· Understanding of the ecological and technical issues relevant to the project;
· Understanding of required outputs and deliverables;
· Awareness of project risks, constraints and opportunities.
Minimum Qualifying Threshold: 60 Marks



Insert response here:






	D – Sustainability: Environmental and Social Considerations
RFT Reference: Section 2 Our Requirements and Specifications

	Maximum Marks Available: 100

	Minimum Marks Required: 60



Criterion D: Sustainability (100 Marks)
Tenderers shall describe the environmental and social sustainability measures that will be applied in the delivery of the services.

The assessment will consider:
· Environmental measures relevant to delivery of the services;
· Measures to minimise travel and resource use;
· Sustainable working practices;
· Social value measures relevant to the contract;
· Health, safety and wellbeing considerations.
Minimum Qualifying Threshold: 60 Marks



Insert response here
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Section 7 Response: Pricing Table
	E – Cost Criterion


	Maximum Marks Available: 300



The rates and prices tendered in the Pricing Schedule shall be fixed and all-inclusive and shall include all costs associated with the delivery of the services under the Contract, whether direct or indirect, including all ancillary costs and incidental expenses.
The tendered rates and prices shall include, but not be limited to:
· staff costs and overheads;
· project management and administration;
· data and document collation;
· data analysis and interpretation;
· GIS and metadata management;
· report preparation and quality assurance;
· travel time;
· vehicle, fuel and running costs;
· accommodation and subsistence;
· survey equipment and software licences;
· insurance; and
· all other expenses associated with delivery of the services.
No additional expenses, disbursements or charges shall be payable by the Contracting Authority unless expressly agreed in writing in advance.
All rates and prices must be expressed in Euro (€), exclusive of VAT. VAT shall be stated separately.
Tendered rates and prices shall remain fixed for the duration of the Contract and valid for three (3) calendar months following the tender submission deadline.
	FEE
	Total Fee proposed
(Excluding VAT)
	Total Fee
proposed
(Including VAT)

	Proposed Total Fee for delivery of the Contract outlined in tender document. (To include all expenses).
	€ 
	€


VAT Rate Applicable: ________ %


	Detailed breakdown of costs is attached (place a check mark in the appropriate box):
	Yes ☐
	No ☐




	DAILY RATES
The daily rates provided below shall be fully inclusive of all costs and expenses associated with the delivery of the services.


	
Name of Personnel
	Title, expertise and role

	A
Notional Days*
(7.5 hours per day)
	B
Tendered Daily Rate
€
	C
Total
Excl. VAT
(A x B = C)

	[insert details]
	[insert details]
	[insert details]
	€0
	€0

	[insert details]
	[insert details]
	[insert details]
	€0
	€0

	[insert details]
	[insert details]
	[insert details]
	€0
	€0

	[insert details]
	[insert details]
	[insert details]
	€0
	€0

	TOTAL TABLE A
	€0



The Tenderer shall provide sufficient detail to demonstrate how the proposed total tender price has been derived.
The Contracting Authority reserves the right to seek clarification regarding any element of the pricing schedule where it considers this necessary for the purposes of evaluation.
The total figure in Table A should reconcile with the Proposed Total Fee for delivery of the Contract.


[bookmark: _Toc244539841]
Section 8: Authorisations & Sign Off
I have been authorised to submit this Tender on behalf of 
	Signature:
	

	Full name:
	Click here to enter text.

	Title/Position:
	Click here to enter text.

	Date:
	Click here to enter a date.
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Section 9: Contract signing

  [Insert name of Contracting Authority] 

and

[ Insert successful Tenderer’s full legal name] 

AGREEMENT

Relating to the provision of Services pursuant to

Request for Tenders for the provision of  [Insert type of services required] 
	SIGNED for and on behalf of the Client

__________________________
(being a duly authorised officer)
	SIGNED for and on behalf of the Contractor

____________________________

	Witness
	Witness
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[bookmark: _Toc120455468]Section 10: Terms and Conditions – Goods and Services

1.	Price of Goods or Services
A.	In consideration of the performance by the Contractor of its obligations under this Agreement, the Price of the Goods/Services shall be as stated in the Response and, unless otherwise so stated, shall:
(i)	be exclusive of any applicable value added tax; and 
(ii)	be the entire price payable by the Client to the Contractor.
B.	No increase in the Price may be made without the prior consent of the Client in writing. 

2.	Specification
The description of the Goods/Services shall, subject to the provisions of this Agreement, be as specified in the RFT and/or as agreed in writing by the Client and the Contractor. 

3.	Contractor’s Obligations
A.	The Contractor undertakes to:
(i)	supply the Goods/Services in accordance with the RFT, in accordance with the Client’s directions and the terms of this Agreement;
(ii)	act with due care, skill and diligence in the supply of Goods/Services and generally in the carrying out of its obligations under this Agreement;
(iii)	comply with all local security, health and safety arrangements and policies as notified to it by the Client;
(iv)	ensure that all goods, materials, standards and techniques used in providing the Goods/Services are of the best quality and are free from defects in workmanship, installation and design;
(v)	supply the Goods/Services in accordance with good industry practice and comply with all applicable laws including but not limited to all obligations in the field of environmental, social and labour law that apply at the place where the Goods/Services are being delivered to/ performed, that have been established by EU law, national law, collective agreements and by international, environmental, social and labour law listed in Schedule 7 of the European Union (Award of Public Authority Contracts) Regulations 2016 (Statutory Instrument 284 of 2016).

4.	Delivery
A.	The Goods shall be delivered, and the Services shall be performed at the time(s), to the location(s) and on the date(s) specified in the RFT or otherwise agreed in writing between the parties.
B.	The time of delivery is of essence to the Agreement.
C.	Unless expressly agreed to the contrary, the Client shall not be obliged to accept delivery by instalments. If, however, the Client does specify or agree to delivery by instalments, delivery of any instalment later than the date specified or agreed for its delivery shall, without prejudice to other rights or remedies of the Client, entitle the Client to terminate the whole of any unfulfilled part of the Agreement without further liability to the Client.
D.	The Client shall be under no obligation to accept or pay for any Goods delivered more than of the quantity ordered. The risk in any over-delivered Goods shall remain with the Contractor.
E.	The Client shall be under no obligation to accept or pay for any Goods supplied earlier than the date for delivery stated in the RFT.

5.	Inspection of Goods 
A.	The Client or its authorised representative may inspect (to include a call for advance samples) or test the Goods either completed or in the process of manufacture, during normal business hours on reasonable notice at the Contractor’s premises (including the premises of any subcontractor or agent) and the Contractor shall provide all reasonable assistance in relation to any such inspection or test free of charge. A failure to make a complaint at the time of any such inspection or test and / or the approval given during or after such inspection or test shall not constitute a waiver by the Client of any rights or remedies in respect of the Goods and the Client reserves the right to reject the Goods in accordance with clause 5C.
B.	The Client shall not be deemed to have accepted any Goods until after the Client has inspected the Goods at its own premises and ascertained that they are in accordance with the Agreement, notwithstanding any prior acknowledgement of receipt or prior payment.
C.	The Client may by written notice to the Contractor reject any of the Goods which fail to conform to the approved sample, fail to meet the requirements of the RFT or are not in accordance with this Agreement. Such notice shall be given within a reasonable time after delivery to the Client of such Goods. 

6.	Risk and Title
A.	Title shall pass to the Client on payment for the Goods.
B.	Risk of damage to or loss of the Goods shall pass to the Client upon delivery to the Client in accordance with the Agreement.

7.	Supply of Services
A.	Where Services are to be provided, the Contractor agrees to provide the services promptly, in accordance with the instructions of the Client from time to time and in accordance with all applicable laws.
B.	The Contractor shall procure that all of the Contractor’s Personnel engaged by it in providing the Services possess such skills, knowledge, experience and qualifications as are necessary to fulfil the Services.
C.	The Contractor agrees that the Contractor’s Personnel engaged by it in providing the Services shall remain in the employ of the Contractor and nothing herein shall constitute or establish a relationship of agency or employment between any of the Contractor’s Personnel and the Client. However, all the Contractor’s Personnel shall, when working at the Client’s premises, conform to the general working terms and conditions of the Client.
D.	The Contractor shall use its best endeavours to ensure the continuity of the Contractor’s Personnel throughout the provision of the Services.
E.	The Client shall have the benefit of all representations, warranties and undertakings implied by law in relation to the Services.
F.	The Client may request the Contractor to remove from performance under the Contract any of the Contractor’s Personnel, such right not to be unreasonably exercised.

8.	Personnel
A.	The Contractor undertakes and acknowledges that it is responsible for ensuring that all key personnel, assigned by it to provide the Services shall be available for the term of this Agreement. In the event that any of the Key Personnel assigned by the Contractor to provide the Services under this Agreement become unable to provide the Services for whatever reason then, the Contractor acknowledges and undertakes that it shall immediately notify the Client in writing of the inability of any Key Personnel and replace that person with a person of equivalent experience and expertise (“Replacement Personnel”). The Contractor shall provide to the Client such details as the Client may reasonably require in writing regarding any Replacement Personnel. The Client shall have absolute discretion as to the suitability of any proposed Replacement Personnel. 
B.	The Contractor shall comply with all applicable laws and labour standards in respect of the Contractor’s Personnel and deal with any disciplinary, grievance or other employment issues referred to it by any member of the Contractor’s Personnel or the Client, in accordance with proper policies and procedures at the Contractor’s premises.
C.	The Contractor acknowledges and agrees that it is not intended that there should be transferred to the Client the obligations of any person as employer arising under any contract of employment, in consequence of, or in connection with, the entry by the parties into, or the performance by them of their obligations under, the Agreement, or the termination of the Agreement, or the transfer to the Client of any function to be performed by the Contractor under the Agreement. If, notwithstanding that intention, any such obligations are transferred to the Client by operation of law (whether pursuant to the European Communities (Protection of Employees’ Rights on Transfer of Undertakings) Regulations, 2003 or otherwise), then the Contractor shall indemnify the Client on demand against all Losses which may be suffered or incurred by the Client arising out of or in connection with any such transfer, or any contract of employment so transferred to the Client, or the termination of any such contract of employment by the Client subsequent to any such transfer (which the Client shall be free in its absolute discretion to terminate without prejudice to its rights under this Clause).

9.	Garda Vetting
If directed by the Client, it shall be a condition of the Agreement that the Contractor shall for the term of the Agreement procure that all of the Contractor’s Personnel (“Relevant Persons”) where any such persons may have unsupervised access to children and/or vulnerable adults in the course of the provision of the Goods/Services are subject to and shall have successfully completed a background check via the Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU) and the Garda Vetting process as required by The National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Acts 2012 to 2016. The Contractor shall be required to provide all such information and documentation as the Client may require in this connection and shall comply (and procure compliance by the Relevant Persons) with the Client’s Garda Vetting/Police Clearance policies and procedures from time to time.

10. Payment
A. 	Subject to the provisions of this clause 10 the Client shall pay and discharge the Price (plus any applicable VAT), in the manner specified between the parties.
B.	Discharge of the Price is subject to invoices being submitted to the Client’s Contact (as set out in this Agreement or such other alternative contact as may be agreed between the parties). 
C.	All and any queries relating to the invoice and/or the Goods/Services for any billing period (including whether Goods/Services have been accepted, rejected, satisfactorily repaired or replaced as the case may be) will be raised by the Client’s Contact within 14 calendar days’ of receipt of the invoice. In circumstances where no queries are raised within the said 14-day period the invoice will be deemed accepted. Upon resolution of any queries on the invoice to the satisfaction of the Client or upon such deemed acceptance the invoice will be payable by the Client. Payment is subject to any rights reserved by the Client under any other provision of this Agreement. Incorrect invoices will be returned for correction to the Contractor with consequential effects on the due date of payment.
D.	The Late Payment in Commercial Transactions Regulations, 2012 will apply to all payments. 
E.	The Client shall be entitled to set-off any matured obligation owed by the Contractor to the Client under the Agreement against any obligation (whether matured or unmatured) owed by the Client to the Contractor.

11.	Warranties, Representations and Undertakings 
A.	The Contractor acknowledges, warrants, represents and undertakes that it has the authority and right under law to enter into, and to carry out its obligations and responsibilities under this Agreement and to supply the Goods/Services hereunder.


[bookmark: _Hlk522005577]
12.	Remedies
[bookmark: _Hlk522105045]A.  The Contractor shall be liable for and shall indemnify, on demand, the Client for and in respect of all and any losses, claims, demands, damages or expenses which the Client may suffer due to and arising as a result of any negligence, act or omission, breach of contract, breach of duty, insolvency, recklessness, bad faith, wilful default or fraud of the Contractor or Contractor’s Personnel. The terms of this clause 12A shall survive termination of this Agreement for any reason. 
B.	Should the Client find itself obliged to order elsewhere in consequence of the failure of the Contractor to deliver Goods/Services of approved quality, the Client shall be entitled to recover from the Contractor any excess prices which may be paid by the Client.

13.	Confidentiality
A.	Each of the Parties to this Agreement agrees to hold confidential all information, documentation and other material received, provided or obtained arising from their participation in this Agreement (“Confidential Information”) and shall not disclose same to any third party.
B. 	The Contractor confirms that it is aware that the Client is subject to the Freedom of Information Acts 1997 and 2003. The Contractor shall, when providing information, identify if such information is confidential and specify reasons for its sensitivity.  The Client will consult with the Contractor about such information before making a decision on any Freedom of Information request received.
D.	The terms of this clause 13 shall survive expiry, completion or termination for whatever reason of this Agreement.

14.	Termination 
A.	This Agreement may be terminated by the Client, without liability for compensation or damages, by serving one month’s written notice to the Contractor.  
B.	Either party shall have the right (in addition to any other rights which it has at law) to terminate this Agreement immediately and without liability for compensation or damages on the happening of any of the following:
(i)	if the other party commits any serious breach or a series of breaches of any provision of this Agreement and fails to remedy such breach(es) (if the breach(es) are capable of remedy) within 30 days after receipt of a request in writing from the other party; 
(ii)	if the other party becomes insolvent, becomes bankrupt, enters into examinership, is wound up, commences winding up, has a receiving order made against it, makes any arrangement with its creditors generally or takes or suffers any similar action because of debt, or an event having an equivalent effect;
(iii)	in circumstances where the Client becomes aware of any conflict of interest on the part of the Contractor which cannot, in the opinion of the Client, be removed by other means; and
(iv)	in circumstances where the Client becomes aware of any registrable interest on the part of the Contractor.

15.	Contract Management 
A.	The Client’s Contact and the Contractor’s Contact shall liaise on a regular basis to address any issues arising which may impact on the performance of this Agreement and to agree milestones, compliance schedules and operational protocols as required by the Client from time to time. If requested in writing by the Client, the Contractor shall meet formally with the Client to report on progress and shall comply with all written directions of the Client.
B.	The Contractor agrees to:
(i)	liaise with and keep the Client’s Contact fully informed of any matter which might affect the observance and performance of the Contractor’s obligations under this Agreement;
(ii)	maintain such records and comply with such reporting arrangements and protocols as required by the Client from time to time; 
(iii) comply with all reasonable directions of the Client; and
(iv)		comply with any service levels and performance   
     	 indicators specified by the Client.
C.	The Contractor shall be required to hold for the term of the Agreement insurances of the nature and amount as set out in the RFT, or as notified to the Contractor by the Client, and shall immediately advise the Client of any material change to its insured status. 
D.	The Contractor shall produce proof of current insurance premiums paid upon request and where required produce valid certificates of insurance for inspection. The Contractor shall carry out all directions of the Client regarding compliance with this clause 15C.

16.	Disputes
A.	In the event of any dispute arising out of or relating to this Agreement (the “Dispute”), the Parties shall first seek settlement of the Dispute as set out below. 
B.	The Dispute shall be referred as soon as practicable to the Contractor’s Contact within the Contractor and to Client’s Contact within the Client.
C.	If the Dispute has not been resolved within fifteen (15) business days (or such longer period as may be agreed in writing by the parties) of being referred to the nominated representatives, then either party may refer the Dispute to an independent mediator, the identity of whom shall be agreed in advance by the parties.
D.	If the parties are unable to agree on a mediator or if the mediator agreed upon is unable or unwilling to act, either party may within twenty-one (21) days from the date of the proposal to appoint a mediator or within twenty-one (21) days of notice to either party that the mediator is unable to act, apply to Centre for Effective Dispute Resolution Ireland to appoint a mediator.
E.	Any submissions made to and discussions involving the mediator, of whatever nature, shall be treated in strict confidence and without prejudice to the rights and/or liabilities of the parties in any legal proceedings and, for the avoidance of doubt, are agreed to be without prejudice and legally privileged.  The parties shall make written submissions to the mediator within ten (10) business days of his/her appointment.
F.	The parties shall share equally the cost of the mediator.  The costs of all experts and any other third parties who, at the request of any party, shall have been instructed in the mediation, shall be for the sole account of, and shall be discharged by that party.
G.	For the avoidance of doubt, the obligations of the parties under this Agreement shall not cease or be suspended or delayed by the reference of a dispute to mediation.  The Contractor shall always comply fully with the requirements of the Agreement. 

17.	Non-exclusivity
      Nothing in this Agreement shall preclude the Client from purchasing Goods/Services from a third party at any time during the term of the Agreement.

18.	Conflicts, Registrable Interests and Corrupt Gifts
A.	The Contractor confirms it has carried out a “conflict of interest” check which satisfies no compromise of any individual’s impartiality, or be reasonably be perceived as doing so, in the award of a contract.  Any such “conflict of interest” shall be notified immediately to the Client.
B.   In accordance with Section 38 of the Ethics in Public Office Act 1995 and 2001 any money, gift or other consideration from a person holding or seeking to obtain a contract will be deemed to have been paid or given corruptly unless the contrary is proved.

19. Equipment
A. The Contractor shall provide all equipment and materials necessary for the provision of the Services. 
B.   All equipment brought onto the Client’s premises shall be at the Contractor’s own risk and the Client shall have no liability for any loss of, caused by or damage to any equipment.
C.  The Contractor shall, at the Client’s written request, at its own expense and as soon as is reasonably practicable:
(i) remove any equipment which in the reasonable opinion of the Client is either hazardous, noxious or not in accordance with this Agreement; and 
(ii) replace such item with a suitable item of equipment.
D.  The Contractor shall maintain and store all items of the Contractor’s equipment within the Client’s premises in a safe, serviceable and clean condition. 
E.	On completion of the Services the Contractor shall remove the equipment used by the Contractor to provide the Services and shall leave the Client’s premises in a clean, safe and tidy condition.  The Contractor is solely responsible for making good any damage to the Client’s premises or any objects contained thereon, other than fair wear and tear, which is caused by the Contractor or any Contractor Personnel.

20. Data Protection and Security
A.	Each party shall comply with all applicable requirements of the Data Protection Laws that arise in connection with this Agreement.

21.	General Provisions
A.	This Agreement together with the RFT, any clarifications issued, and any documents identified by the Client as forming part of the Agreement comprise the Agreement and contain the entire agreement between the Contractor and the Client relating to the Goods/Services and supersedes any prior agreements, understandings, representations, warranties, undertakings or proposals, oral or written. 
B. The parties recognize that printed purchase orders, invoices and other commonly used form documents relating to the performance of any obligations hereunder may contain terms which conflict with one or more terms of this Agreement. In case of any such conflict, the relevant terms of this Agreement shall prevail.
C.	Nothing in the Agreement shall create, or be deemed to create, a partnership, joint venture, or the relationship of principal and agent, between the parties.
D.	The Contractor is deemed to be the prime contractor under this Agreement and the Contractor assumes full responsibility for the discharge of all obligations under this Agreement. The Contractor as prime contractor hereby assumes liability for Contractor Personnel and shall ensure that Contractor Personnel shall comply in all respects with the relevant terms of this Agreement, to the extent that it or they are retained by the Contractor. 
E.	If the whole or any part of a provision of the Agreement is or becomes illegal, invalid or unenforceable, that will not affect the legality, validity or enforceability of the remainder of the provision in question or any other provision of the Agreement.
F.	The Contractor may not, without the prior written consent of the Client assign, transfer or create or permit to exist any right, title or interest in, to or under, any of its rights under the Agreement.
[bookmark: _Int_m26ecmnD]G.	The Agreement (and any non-contractual obligations arising under or in connection with the Agreement) shall be governed by, and construed in accordance with, the laws of Ireland and the Irish courts shall have exclusive jurisdiction.
H.	Notices and other communications under or in connection with this Agreement may be given in writing by hand, by ordinary pre-paid post, by facsimile or by e-mail, save that service of any notice of any claim, dispute, termination, breach or legal proceedings in connection with the Agreement shall not be made by e-mail.

22. Force Majeure
A.	Neither party shall be in breach of this Agreement nor liable for delay in performing, or failure to perform, any of its obligations under this Agreement if such delay or failure result from events, circumstances or causes beyond its reasonable control. In such circumstances the affected party shall be entitled to a reasonable extension of the time for performing such obligations. If the period of delay or non-performance continues for 30 days or more the party not affected may terminate this agreement by giving 10 days' written notice to the affected party.

23. Additional Condition(s)
Insert ‘Applicable / Not Applicable’ next to the sample conditions below. Insert additional conditions if required.] 

A.	Price review clause – Not Applicable
 
B.	Limit of liability of the Contractor – Not Applicable
Save in respect of fraud, personal injury or death (for which no limit applies), the limit of the Contractor’s aggregate liability to the Client under this Agreement, whatsoever and howsoever arising, shall not under any circumstances exceed [one hundred and fifty per cent (150%)] of the Price paid or projected to be paid (whichever is higher) under this Agreement regardless of the number of claims.

C.	Intellectual Property - Applicable
All intellectual property rights in all drawings, designs, reports, specifications, calculations or other documents including all information stored on any electronic device whatsoever generated, obtained or provided by or on behalf of the Contractor in connection with the Goods/Services shall vest and remain vested in the Client. The Contractor undertakes to ensure that all and any necessary consents and/or licences are obtained and in place for the purposes of this Agreement. The Contractor hereby indemnifies the Client and shall keep and hold the Client harmless from and in respect of all and any losses (whether direct, indirect or consequential), liability, damages, claims, costs or expenses which arise by reason of any breach of third party intellectual property rights in so far as any such rights are used for the purposes of this Agreement.

24. Interpretation
In these terms and conditions:
Agreement means these terms and conditions together with the Request for Tender, any clarifications issued and any documents identified by the Client as forming part of the Agreement;
Client means the entity that issued the Request for Tender;
Client’s Contact is that person identified as such in the Request for Tender or as identified by the Client from time to time;
Contractor means the entity that responded to the Request for Tender and identified by the Client as the preferred supplier or service provider;
Contractor’s Contact is that person identified as such in the Request for Tender or as identified by the Contractor from time to time;
Contractor’s Personnel means any of the Contractor’s employees, servants, agents or sub-contractors;
Data Protection Law means all legislation and regulations relating to the protection of personal data including (without limitation) the Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003 (as amended, revised, modified or replaced from time to time), the General Data Protection Regulation (Regulation (EU) 2016/679) and all other statutory instruments, industry guidelines (whether statutory or non-statutory) or codes of practice or guidance issued by the Data Protection Commissioner relating to the processing of personal data or privacy or any amendments and re-enactments thereof; 
Goods means the items specified in the RFT;
Key Personnel means those personnel identified by the Contractor as central to the provision of the services;
Loss includes any demand, claim, proceeding, suit, judgement, loss, liability, cost, expense (including legal expenses), fee, penalty or fine;
Price means the price Tenderd in the Response;
Response means the response submitted by the Contractor in reply to the Request for Tender;
Request for Tender or RFT means the Request for Tender (Goods & Services less than €50,000 in value) issued by the Client;
Services means the services specified in the RFT;
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