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Clarifications
	

	MI-CFT26-029 Marine Mammal Observer and Seabird Observer Services



	No.
	Date
	Questions
	Date
	Answers

	1
	10/08/26
	Can you confirm if the budget of €50k is per Lot, or €50k for both lots combined?
	11/08/26
	The budget is for both lots combined.


	2
	10/08/26
	In section 2 of Appendix 1 (for both Lots) the following personal requirement is stated:
Any individual quoting for this work must have in place valid sea survival certification (i.e., STCW-95 Personal Survival Techniques [PST] certificate. PST must be to STCW-95 standard. BOSIET qualifications are not accepted) and a valid Seafarer’s Medical (ENG-11) certificate that covers the full survey period. This must be EU standard or certified equivalent.
Could you please clarify why BOSIET qualifications are not accepted for this survey?

	11/08/26
	It's a rule on all our vessels that all scientists and crew need to have STCW-95 qualifications. BOSIET and STCW-95 qualifications are not identical or interchangeable.


	3
	12/08/26
	Technical Clarification 1: Final Reports intended use:
1. The regulatory, statutory, scientific or policy framework(s) under which the survey data will be used and reported, and whether there are any prescribed methodologies, guidance documents, reporting standards or regulatory body requirements that observers and reporting teams are expected to follow when collecting, analysing and presenting the data.
2. The expected scope, format and level of detail required within the final survey reports. (GIS mapping etc.) I.E. Is the intention to submit the data into official databases i.e., ESAS for seabirds or JCDP for cetaceans? And therefore, data must be collected to a standardised protocol?
3. Are distribution of sightings and positional data to be recorded as well as species and number?

	13/08/26
	1. Procedures are to follow Irish National Parks and Wildlife observer guidelines, available at npws.ie. Draft reporting forms can be provided before sailing.





2. Yes, it is expected that data will be collected to e.g. ESAS standards and will be made publicly available at a later date.




3. Yes, positional data is to be recorded.


	4
	12/08/26
	Technical Clarification 2: Vessel Characteristics and Observer Role Requirements
Further to the question regarding appropriate staffing levels and observer coverage, could you confirm the following:
1. The anticipated vessel type and size (including, if available, vessel length, accommodation capacity and requirement (overnight) and indicative survey layout) to be used for the Celtic Sea Herring Acoustic Survey (CSHAS) 2026.
2. Whether personnel holding the appropriate qualifications and experience to undertake both Marine Mammal Observer (MMO) and Seabird Observer (SBO) duties would be permitted to fulfil a dual-role position during the survey.
3. Whether the Contracting Authority has any minimum personnel requirements or restrictions.
	13/08/26
	The survey will take place on the RV. Tom Crean 
https://marine.ie/site-area/infrastructure-facilities/research-vessels/tom-crean

The survey will follow transects on the south coast of Ireland. Vessel operation is 24 hours. There will be one port call during the survey, location tbc.  Accommodation will be in a twin cabin and all food will be provided.

Due to space restrictions, a maximum of two observers can be on board.

It may be possible to have dual qualified observes on board. But we cannot guarantee that a company or individual would apply for or win both lots so we cannot plan or score for that. Any dual-role observer would be required to have both MMO and SBO qualifications.


	5
	12/08/26
	Technical Clarification 3: Valid STCW-95 Personal Survival Techniques (PST) Certificate
The tender documentation specifies that personnel must hold a valid STCW-95 Personal Survival Techniques (PST) certificate and notes that BOSIET qualifications are not accepted. Could the Contracting Authority confirm whether personnel holding valid BOSIET/FOET certification would be permitted to undertake STCW PST training after contract award and prior to mobilisation, provided all required certification is in place before commencement of the survey? I.E. If STCW PST must be held at the time of tender submission and CV submission?

	13/08/26
	Yes. As long as the tenderer guarantees to have the appropriate certification in place prior to sailing, that would be acceptable.


	6
	12/08/26
	Legal Clarification 1: Schedule A, Clause B - Indirect and Consequential Losses
With reference to Schedule A, Clause B, is exclusion of liability for indirect losses intended to include consequential losses.
Would the Contracting Authority consider amending the wording to include "indirect or consequential losses" in order to provide greater contractual certainty regarding the scope of excluded losses?

	13/08/26
	Please note that this is a draft contract only and suggested amendments will be permitted at contract award stage for agreement by both parties.

	7
	12/08/26
	Legal Clarification 2: Schedule A, Clause F - Retention Amount
With reference to Schedule A, Clause F, clarification is sought regarding the operation of the retention provisions.
Specifically, could the Contracting Authority confirm whether the maximum amount that may be retained under this clause is limited to an aggregate maximum of 20percent of the total contract value?

	13/08/26
	Please note that this is a draft contract only and suggested amendments will be permitted at contract award stage for agreement by both parties.

	8
	12/08/26
	Legal Clarification 3: Schedule A, Clause G - Delivery Timescales
With reference to Schedule A, Clause G, clarification is sought regarding the contractual treatment of delivery timescales and any potential delays in performance.
Would the Contracting Authority consider amending Clause G to state that, where delays occur, the Parties will meet promptly to discuss and agree an appropriate resolution?

	13/08/26
	Please note that this is a draft contract only and suggested amendments will be permitted at contract award stage for agreement by both parties.
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