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Tender Response Document - Part C
Cost Award Criterion
Competition reference: PAS139F
Multi-Supplier Framework Agreement for Procurement Support Services for Goods and Services
	Particulars
	Details

	Contracting Authority
	The Minister for Public Expenditure, Infrastructure, Public Service Reform and Digitalisation

	Competition reference
	PAS139F

	Tenderer legal name
	[Click or tap here to enter text]

	RFT precedence
	The RFT and formal clarifications prevail over this response document.
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C1 Instructions for completion
Complete every rate field in the Daily Rate Card at C2. Part C must be submitted as a separate document in accordance with the RFT. The RFT, Appendix 2 and formal eTenders clarifications prevail over this document.
	Important
The professional-profile rates entered in C2 will not be separately scored. They will be used to calculate the standardised blended daily rate evaluated under the Cost Criterion.

If the Tenderer is appointed to the Framework Agreement, each submitted and accepted professional-profile rate will become the Tenderer’s initial maximum Framework Rate for that profile.


The Tenderer must complete every profile-rate field. A submitted rate must not exceed the published maximum capped daily rate for the relevant profile.

Tenderers are not required to employ a separate permanent individual at each profile but must demonstrate access to capability across all four profiles and submit a genuine deliverable rate for each profile.


C1.1 Pricing rules
· Enter one maximum daily rate for each of the four professional profiles.
· Rates must be expressed in euro and exclusive of VAT.
· One day means eight (8) hours, exclusive of breaks.
· Each rate must be equal to or below the published maximum capped daily rate for the relevant profile.
· Each rate must be all-inclusive and cover all costs required to provide the Services, including professional fees, employment costs, management, supervision, overheads, ordinary software and office costs, document production, communications, insurance, travel, subsistence, materials, profit, margin and incidental expenses.
· No separate travel, subsistence, material, software, administration or incidental expense will be payable.
· Do not adjust the fixed evaluation mix.
· Do not include qualifications, assumptions, alternative prices, price ranges or additional charges in the rate cells.
· The fixed mix is used only for Framework-establishment evaluation. It does not prescribe the profile mix or personnel required for a future Mini-Competition or Services Contract.
· Work is priced at the profile of the responsibility specified, rather than the internal title or seniority of the person deployed. A higher-profiled person performing lower-profile work attracts the lower applicable rate.
	Compliance warning
Failure to complete every profile-rate field, or submission of a rate above the applicable maximum capped daily rate, will be treated in accordance with the compliance provisions of the RFT. Do not describe a Tender as automatically rejected unless the RFT expressly requires that consequence in the circumstances.


C1.2 Cost evaluation
The lowest compliant standardised blended daily rate will receive 600 marks. Each other compliant Tender will receive a proportionate score calculated as follows:
	Cost score formula
Lowest compliant Blended Daily Rate ÷ Tenderer’s Blended Daily Rate × 600


Cost marks will be rounded to two decimal places. The individual professional-profile rates are not separately scored.
C1.3 Framework Rate Ceiling
The Tenderer maximum daily rate, excluding VAT, entered for each professional profile will, if the Tenderer is appointed to the Framework Agreement, become the Framework Member’s initial maximum Framework Rate for that profile.

Subject only to an adjustment expressly permitted and approved under the price-review mechanism in the Framework Agreement, the Framework Member may offer a lower rate but must not tender or charge a rate exceeding its applicable Framework Rate during the Framework Term.

The difference between the Tenderer’s submitted rate and the published maximum capped daily rate does not create any entitlement to increase the submitted rate. The published maximum capped daily rate remains an absolute ceiling and does not replace or increase the Framework Member’s submitted Framework Rate.

C2 Maximum Daily Rates and Framework Rate Ceilings– Mandatory
Enter the Tenderer’s maximum daily rate for every profile. The Contracting Authority will calculate the weighted cost and standardised blended daily rate from the rates entered.
	Professional profile
	Maximum capped daily rate, ex. VAT
	Tenderer’s Maximum Daily Rate, ex. VAT — Initial Framework Rate if Appointed***
	Fixed evaluation mix - do not adjust
	Weighted cost

	Level 4 — Expert Procurement Lead
	€1,500
	€ [Enter amount]
	5% 
	€ [Enter amount]

	Level 3 — Lead Procurement Specialist
	€1,200
	€ [Enter amount]
	35% 
	€ [Enter amount]

	Level 2 — Procurement Specialist
	€1,000
	€ [Enter amount]
	45% 
	€ [Enter amount]

	Level 1 — Procurement Support Specialist
	€800
	€ [Enter amount]
	15% 
	€ [Enter amount]

	Blended daily rate for the purpose of Evaluation
	€ [Enter amount]


*** If the Tenderer is appointed, each submitted and accepted maximum daily rate will become the Framework Member’s initial maximum Framework Rate for the relevant profile. The Framework Member may offer a lower rate but must not exceed its applicable Framework Rate during the Framework Term, subject only to an adjustment expressly permitted and approved under the Framework Agreement.
	Calculation
Blended daily rate = (Level 4 rate × 0.05) + (Level 3 rate × 0.35) + (Level 2 rate × 0.45) + (Level 1 rate × 0.15).


The Tenderer is responsible for checking that every rate is complete, genuine, deliverable and within the applicable cap. The Contracting Authority calculation does not permit the Tenderer to amend a submitted rate after the Tender Deadline except where procurement law and the RFT lawfully permit a clarification or correction. 
The fixed evaluation mix is used solely to provide a consistent basis for comparing Tenders at Framework-establishment stage. It does not:

a. guarantee any volume or value of Services;

b. prescribe the personnel or profile mix for a Mini-Competition or Services Contract

c. require a Framework Client to purchase Services at each Personnel Profile; or

d. entitle a Framework Member to deploy or charge for a Personnel Profile that is not appropriate to the responsibilities specified in the relevant SRFT.

The Framework Client will identify the applicable responsibilities, Personnel Profiles and pricing basis in the relevant SRFT.

Work shall be priced at the Personnel Profile applicable to the responsibility and complexity of the work specified in the SRFT, irrespective of the corporate title or organisational seniority of the person proposed or deployed.

C3 Tenderer pricing confirmations

	Confirmation
	Response

	A rate has been entered for each of the four professional profiles.
	Yes / No

	Every submitted rate is expressed in euro and is exclusive of VAT.
	Yes / No

	Every submitted rate is equal to or below the published maximum capped daily rate for the relevant profile.
	Yes / No

	Every submitted rate is a genuine deliverable maximum daily rate for the relevant profile.
	Yes / No

	Every submitted rate is based on a day of eight hours, exclusive of breaks.
	Yes / No

	Every submitted rate is all-inclusive in accordance with the RFT and Appendix 2.
	Yes / No

	The Tenderer understands that no separate travel, subsistence, materials, software, administration or incidental expenses will be payable.
	Yes / No

	The Tenderer understands that each accepted profile rate will become its initial maximum Framework Rate for that profile, subject only to an adjustment expressly permitted under the Framework Agreement.
	Yes / No

	The Tenderer understands that it may tender a lower rate at Mini-Competition stage but may not exceed its applicable Framework Rate.
	Yes / No

	The Tenderer understands that the fixed evaluation mix is solely for Framework-establishment comparison and does not prescribe an assignment resource mix.
	Yes / No

	The Tenderer has not altered the fixed evaluation mix.
	Yes / No


C4 Authorised pricing declaration– Mandatory
The authorised signatory confirms that the rates entered in C2 have been reviewed and approved on behalf of the Tenderer and that the confirmations in C3 are accurate.

	Declaration field
	Tenderer response

	Tenderer legal name
	[Enter]

	Authorised signatory
	[Enter]

	Position / title
	[Enter]

	Signature
	[Sign]

	Date
	[Enter]


C5 Professional profile reference
The following is replicated from Appendix 1 to the RFT. This is to assist completion of the rates at C2 and do not amend the RFT.
	Grade
	Functional profile
	Possible equivalent private-sector titles
	Indicative characteristics
	Likely relevant experience
	Indicative ProcurComp EU proficiency

	Level 4
	Expert Procurement Lead
	Director; Partner; Associate Director; Principal; Head of Procurement; Expert Adviser; Senior Procurement Lead
	A recognised expert in public procurement with substantial experience leading the delivery of, or providing senior assurance on, complex or business-critical procurement assignments. May provide senior leadership, factual analysis, quality assurance and stakeholder coordination directly connected with an identified procurement requirement. May support the Framework Client in documenting and implementing an approved procurement approach but shall not independently determine procurement strategy, sourcing model or procurement decisions. Level 4 does not include routine account management, internal supplier supervision, general or strategic consultancy, legal or policy advice, negotiation of tenders, or ongoing contract or supplier management.
	Typically more than 12 years
	Expert, or Advanced with relevant expert capability

	Level 3
	Lead Procurement Specialist
	Manager; Senior Manager; Managing Consultant; Principal Consultant; Procurement Manager; Senior Procurement Lead
	An experienced procurement professional capable of leading and coordinating the delivery of complex procurement assignments or substantial procurement workstreams. May coordinate delivery teams and stakeholder inputs and take responsibility for assignment planning, procurement documentation, procedural administration, quality assurance, evaluation support, award documentation, contract finalisation, mobilisation and handover. May prepare factual analysis and recommendations for Framework Client consideration but shall not independently determine procurement strategy, sourcing model, evaluation outcomes or award decisions. Level 3 does not include legal or policy advice, negotiation of tenders, or ongoing management of an awarded contract or supplier.
	Typically more than 7 years
	Advanced

	Level 2
	Procurement Specialist
	Senior Consultant; Procurement Specialist; Procurement Adviser; Senior Buyer; Category Specialist; Contract Specialist
	A procurement professional capable of independently delivering defined procurement assignments or substantial workstreams with limited supervision. May prepare procurement documentation, undertake market research and factual analysis, administer procedural activities, support clarification and evaluation processes, prepare award documentation, and support contract finalisation, mobilisation and orderly handover. May prepare administrative records, management information or a simple contract-management tool where required, but shall not make procurement decisions or undertake ongoing contract or supplier management.
	Typically more than 3 years
	Intermediate, with Advanced capability where relevant

	Level 1
	Procurement Support Specialist
	Consultant; Analyst; Procurement Officer; Buyer; Procurement Coordinator; Procurement Administrator; Project Support Officer
	A procurement professional capable of performing defined procurement-support activities under appropriate supervision. May provide document preparation, research, factual data analysis, eTenders administration, clarification administration, evaluation coordination, reporting, records management and procurement-file support. Does not independently determine procurement approaches, criteria, evaluation outcomes or award decisions.
	Typically 1–3 years
	Basic, with Intermediate capability in relevant recurring activities


C6 Final completion check
	Check
	Complete

	Tenderer name is entered on the cover.
	☐

	All four profile-rate fields in C2 are completed.
	☐

	No submitted rate exceeds the applicable published cap.
	☐

	Rates are in euro, exclusive of VAT and all-inclusive.
	☐

	The fixed evaluation mix has not been changed.
	☐

	All confirmations in C3 are completed.
	☐

	The authorised pricing declaration is completed.
	☐

	No alternative or qualified pricing has been added.
	☐

	Part C is saved and submitted as a separate file in accordance with the RFT.
	☐
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