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Request for Tender (RFT)
	Title of Tender:
	Supply and Delivery of Salmon & Sea Trout Angling licenses and Commercial Fishing Licenses

	E-Tenders Reference ID: 
	8761666

	Key Dates:

	Issue Date
	Thursday 30 July 2026  At 16:00 PM

	Closing Date/Time for Queries
	Friday 14 August 2026 At 14:00 PM

	Closing Date/Time for Tenders
	Monday 24 August 2026 At 14:00 PM

	Contact for Queries:

	Via www.etenders.gov.ie ONLY

	Format for submission of Tenders– use the Tender Response Documents provided ONLY and return via:

	VIA www.etenders.gov.ie ONLY
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[bookmark: _Toc183504533][bookmark: _Toc184108917][bookmark: _Toc204313157][bookmark: _Toc236045765]Section One: Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc184108918][bookmark: _Toc204313158][bookmark: _Toc236045766]1. Overview of Tender
1.1. Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) (the “Contracting Authority”) invites tenders to this request for tenders from economic operators for the supply and delivery of Salmon & Sea Trout Angling licenses and Commercial Fishing Licenses as described in Section 3 of this Request for Tenders (RFT). 
1.2. This public procurement competition will follow the open procedure under the European Union Regulations 2016 (Statutory Instrument 284 of 2016). 

1.3. Any contract that may result from this Competition (the “Goods Contract”) will be issued for a fixed term that shall not exceed one year (‘‘The Term’’)

1.4. The Contracting Authority promotes a policy of fair and equal participation by Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in this competition. SMEs finding the scope beyond their technical or business capacity are encouraged, in line with paragraph 6.5, to explore collaboration possibilities with other SMEs or larger enterprises. Likewise, larger enterprises are encouraged, subject to paragraph 6.5, to find practical ways to include SMEs in their proposals, aiming to maximize the social and economic benefits of potential Contracts arising from this competition. Particular attention will be given to those who emphasise both local and sustainable sourcing.  



[bookmark: _Toc204143271][bookmark: _Toc236045767]Section Two: Overview of the Contracting Authority
[bookmark: _Toc204143272][bookmark: _Toc236045768]2.1. Background of the Contracting Authority
The Inland Fisheries Act 2010 (No. 10 of 2010) restructured the inland fisheries sector in Ireland, establishing Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) as the national agency responsible for the conservation, protection, management, marketing, development, and improvement of inland fisheries and sea angling resources. IFI replaced the Central Fisheries Board and seven Regional Fisheries Boards and was formally established on July 1st, 2010.
IFI operates under the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications. Its principal function, as outlined in Section 7 (2) of the Inland Fisheries Act of 2010, is the protection, management, and conservation of the inland fisheries resource. The general functions of IFI are to: 
a) Promote, support, facilitate, and advise the Minister on the conservation, protection, management, marketing, development, and improvement of inland fisheries, including sea angling. 
b) Develop and advise the Minister on policy and national strategies relating to inland fisheries, including sea angling, and 
c) Ensure the implementation and delivery of policy and strategies developed under (b) as agreed with the Minister.
IFI protection staff use the latest technologies to provide an intelligence-led fisheries protection service throughout Ireland's 74,000 km of rivers and streams and 12,000 lakes, while also patrolling out to the 12-mile coastal limit. IFI’s development and conservation teams work in cooperation with stakeholders and other agencies to restore damaged habitats to their natural state. IFI and its predecessors have a long history of contributing an evidence base to support the management, policy development, and provision of advice directed at the conservation, protection, and sustainable exploitation of Ireland’s fish populations. The Research Division carries out applied fisheries research to assess the conservation status of Ireland's fish species, monitor fisheries stocks, and explore environmental issues impacting fish and their habitats. It also provides scientific advice to the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications.
Download the Act: Inland Fisheries Ireland Act 2010

[bookmark: _Toc204313161][bookmark: _Toc236045769]2.2. Our Mission, Vision & Values 
Our Mission is to protect, manage and conserve Ireland’s inland fisheries and sea angling resources, maximising their sustainability and natural biodiversity.
Our Vision is to position Ireland's inland fisheries and sea angling resources as sustainably as possible for the benefit of future generations.
Our values are: 
· We work collaboratively with professionalism
· We are open, transparent and accountable
· We act with respect and integrity
· We stay committed to stewardship and sustainability
[bookmark: _Toc204313162][bookmark: _Toc236045770]2.3. Board Of Directors
Inland Fisheries Ireland is governed by a Board of 10 directors. Appointments are made by Ministers responsible for natural resources (three positions), the Minister responsible for rural affairs (one position) and by a Joint Oireachtas Committee (four positions). The remaining two positions are occupied by the Chief Executive Officer (ex-officio) and elected staff nominee.
The Board is responsible for shaping our priorities, providing strategic leadership and overseeing the implementation of organisation's statutory functions.
The Board has established a standing Audit and Risk Committee to oversee our key areas of financial and risk management. 


[bookmark: _Toc204143277][bookmark: _Toc236045771]Section Three: Requirements & Specifications
Tenderers must address each of the issues and requirements in this Section of the RFT and submit a detailed description in each case which demonstrates how these issues and requirements will be dealt with / met and their approach to the proposed delivery of the Goods. 
Tenderers should note that it is a mandatory requirement of this Competition for Tenderers to complete the Tender Response Document (“TRD”) provided as a separate attachment to this RFT.  The purpose of the TRD is to simplify and streamline the tender response process for all Tenderers and to simplify and streamline the evaluation process for the Contracting Authority.
Tenderers shall confirm the criteria below, or give details where relevant, which demonstrate you can deliver the merchandise within the timescale(s) required. A mere affirmative statement by the Tenderer that it can/will do so or a reiteration of the tender requirements is NOT sufficient in this regard.
[bookmark: _Toc204143278][bookmark: _Toc236045772]3.1. Background
Inland Fisheries Ireland wish to procure 
Salmon & Sea Trout Angling licenses and Commercial Fishing Licenses. The requirement is split into two requirements as detailed in 3.2 A and 3.2 B below.
[bookmark: _Toc204143280][bookmark: _Toc236045773]3.2. Scope of this Procurement
3.2A		2027 Salmon & Sea Trout Angling Licenses
Printed licenses are required in the following format.
Size: 		A4
Pages:  		10 sets of 4 sheets per book (4 part NCR 10/10/10/10)
Material:        	Text: 3 Part NCR: 1st White CB, 2nd Green CFB, 3rd Pink CFB & 4th White (170 gsm) Card CF.
Cover: 1 Front & Back Manilla Board.
Orig/Design:  	Design to be supplied by Inland Fisheries Ireland.
Alterations:	Some alterations to original design may  be required by successful tender e.g. Change ‘licence year, licence price..
Proofs:		Yes – and supply of final original print ready design template
Printing:        		Text: 1 Colour 1 side Pantone 2768C Blue on triplicate 1 side, White card 2 sides.
	 	Cover: 2 Colours 1 side (cover colour to be agreed)
Finishing:      	Collate, number and emboss the Inland Fisheries Ireland Seal (4 part)
  	Embossments to be created by supplier. 
  		Perforate at head, Stab stitch & tape.
  		Supply of one divider per licence book.
Quantity:	2,587 Books (refer to attached spreadsheet) 
(8 licence types in various quantities X 8 Regional Offices) 
Regional Offices
1. Inland Fisheries Ireland - Dublin (7 combinations of licence types)
2. Inland Fisheries Ireland - Clonmel (7 combinations of licence types)
3. Inland Fisheries Ireland - Macroom (7 combinations of licence types)
4. Inland Fisheries Ireland - Limerick (7 combinations of licence types)
5. Inland Fisheries Ireland - Galway (8 combinations of licence types)
6. Inland Fisheries Ireland - Ballina (8 combinations of licence types)
7. Inland Fisheries Ireland - Ballyshannon (8 combinations of licence types)
8. Inland Fisheries Ireland - ___________ (Blank) 7 combinations of licence types)

Licence Types (8 possible combinations in total)
	A - Annual Licence
	B - District licence
	R - 21 Day Licence
	P - Juvenile Licence 
S - 1 Day licence
W - Foyle Extension
X - Special Local Licence
    - Not numbered

3.2B		2027 Commercial Fishing Licences
Size: 		A5
Pages:  		10 sets of 2 sheets per book (4 part NCR 10/10/10/10)
Material: 	Text: 2 Part NCR: 1st White CB, 2nd Green CF.	
		Cover: White Cover 4 sheet pulpboard 210 gsm
Backing Board: Strawboard backing board.
Orig/Design:   	Design to be supplied by Inland Fisheries Ireland.  
 
Alterations:	Some alterations to original design may  be required by successful tender e.g. Change licence year, licence price.
Proofs:	Yes - and supply of final original print ready design template
Printing:         	Text: 1 Colour on duplicate 1 side only, 
	            	Cover: 1 Colours 1 side only
Finishing:       	Collate & number 2 part
		Perforate at head, Stab stitch & tape.
Supply of one divider per licence book.
Quantity:	75 Books (refer to attached spreadsheet)
(5 licence types in various quantities X 5 Regional Offices)
Regional Offices
1. Inland Fisheries Ireland - Macroom (4 combinations of licence types)
2. Inland Fisheries Ireland - Galway (2 combinations of licence types)
3. Inland Fisheries Ireland - Ballina (3 combinations of licence types)
4. Inland Fisheries Ireland - Ballyshannon (3 combinations of licence types)
5. Inland Fisheries Ireland ___________ (Blank/Spare) (5 combinations of licence types)

Licence Types		
1. Dredge net for Oyster
2. Draft net 	
3. Box/Crib
4. Special Local Draft net
5. Snap net
Hard copies of sample Licence Books 3.2A and 3.2B can be provided upon request
[bookmark: _Toc236045774]3.3. Delivery Requirements
Delivery will be made to 8 locations as detailed in the Deliver addresses tab of the attached spreadsheet named ‘2027 IFI Salmon Angling and Commercial Licence -Final’. 

Deliveries should be completed not later than 30th November 2026.

[bookmark: _Toc236045775]3.4. Establishment And Operation of the Framework
IFI proposes to use this tender process to establish a framework agreement for printed license book requirements for the years 2028, 2029 and 2030 subject to continuing operational need, budget availability and supplier performances.  A framework agreement constitutes a means of establishing overall terms and conditions in accordance with which, for a specified duration, individual contracts may or may not be awarded following a competitive process.  
The framework agreement will be established as a multi-operator framework agreement with four [4] operators, subject to that number meeting the minimum criteria and rules.
The framework agreement will be for a maximum period of four [4] years.  
The Contracting Authority confirms that the period of any contracts awarded under the framework agreement may extend beyond the date of expiry of the agreement.
It is envisaged that maximum spend under this framework agreement will not exceed €60,000-€80,000 excluding Vat. It is emphasised, however, that this figure is provided strictly for indicative purposes only as there is no guaranteed expenditure under the framework agreement.
[bookmark: _Toc236045776]3.4.1.		Awarding Contracts under the Framework Agreement 
In the case of a multi-operator framework agreement contracts may be awarded as follows: 
(a)	Mini-Tenders
Through invitation to a mini tender of all the firms admitted to the framework agreement.  On each occasion, a Supplementary Request for Tender will be issued detailing the scope of requirements, the award criteria, a closing date and time and methodology for submission of responses.
	Mini-Tenders will operate for the following types of contracts:
	[insert details]



[bookmark: _Toc1375265][bookmark: _Toc236045777]3.4.2	Right to Tender outside of the Framework 
The Contracting Authority intends to use the framework for the procurement of requirements falling within its scope during the specified period; however, it reserves the right to go outside the framework for the procurement of any requirement without reference to the Framework Member[s]. Admission to a framework does not guarantee the award of any contract to any economic operator, nor does it give the member[s] the right to be consulted in respect of, or tender for, any contract.
[bookmark: _Toc1375266][bookmark: _Toc236045778]3.4.3	Compliance with the Terms and Conditions of the Framework Agreement
Admission to the framework agreement will be conditional upon acceptance of the Contracting Authority’s Framework Terms and Conditions as appended at the relevant Appendix.   
Tenderers are required to review these terms and conditions and indicate their acceptance thereof as part of their tender submission. Any reservation with regard to these terms should be submitted as a query in accordance with the procedure described in the Instructions to Tenderers Section (c) of this document.
[bookmark: _Toc1375267][bookmark: _Toc236045779]3.5	Award to Runner Up 
If, following the award of any contract under this framework agreement, the Framework Member cannot, for whatever reason, deliver the required services to the satisfaction of the Contracting Authority; the Contracting Authority reserves the right to award the contract to the next highest-ranked tenderer emerging from the process at any time during the contract tender validity period.   

[bookmark: _Toc201192824][bookmark: _Toc203098892][bookmark: _Toc204143281][bookmark: _Toc236045780]Section Four: Selection Criteria 
[bookmark: _Toc201192825][bookmark: _Toc203098893][bookmark: _Toc204143282][bookmark: _Toc236045781]4.1. Compliant Tenders
Only those Tenderers who have: - 
a) Submitted compliant Tenders pursuant to Section 6.2 below, and 
b) Declared that either: 
(i) no grounds for exclusion of the Tenderer pursuant to Regulation 57 of the Regulations (the “Exclusion Grounds”) apply to them, or 
(ii) where any such Exclusion Grounds apply, and where the Tenderer is not precluded from doing so under Regulation 57(17) of the Regulations, it can provide evidence to the effect that measures taken by the Tenderer are sufficient to demonstrate its reliability despite the existence of any relevant Exclusion Ground, and  
c) Declared that they satisfy the selection criteria for this Competition as set out in Section 4.2 below (the “Selection Criteria”), will be awarded any contract. 

However, notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Section 4.1, the Contracting Authority reserves the right to ask Tenderers at any moment during the Competition to submit any or all of the following for the purposes of verification of the status of the Tenderer (including the Prime Contractor and any Subcontractor): 

(i) The Declarations and Statements in the TRD; 
(ii) evidence to the effect that measures taken by the entity concerned are sufficient to demonstrate its reliability despite the existence of a relevant Exclusion Ground; 
(iii) all or any of the supporting documents specified at paragraph 4.2 below. 

If a Tenderer does not provide evidence which is considered by the Contracting Authority as sufficient to demonstrate:
(i) its fulfilment of the Selection Criteria (or any one of them) in accordance with this RFT and 
(ii) the absence of Exclusion Grounds, or its reliability despite the existence of a relevant Exclusion Ground, it shall be excluded from further participation in this Competition.

If a Tenderer does not provide evidence which is considered by the Contracting Authority as sufficient to demonstrate: 
(i) the fulfilment by any Subcontractor on whose capacity the Prime Contractor relies of the Selection Criteria (or any one of them) in accordance with this RFT and 
(ii) the absence of Exclusion Grounds in respect of any Subcontractor, or the reliability of any Subcontractor despite the existence of a relevant Exclusion Ground, it shall be excluded from participation in this Competition unless it replaces the Subcontractor with one which meets all relevant requirements of this RFT. 
[bookmark: _Toc201192826][bookmark: _Toc203098894][bookmark: _Toc204143283][bookmark: _Toc236045782]4.2. Selection Criteria
Tenderers will either pass OR fail each of the Selection Criteria specified below in Sections 4.2.1 and 4.2.2.
A Tenderer who fails a selection criterion will be excluded from participating in this Competition.
Tenderers are reminded that they may rely on the capacities of other entities in order to meet any of the Selection Criteria.
[bookmark: _Toc201192827][bookmark: _Toc203098895][bookmark: _Toc204143284][bookmark: _Toc236045783]4.2.1.  Economic and Financial Requirements
Tenderers must declare that they satisfy the financial and economic standing requirement(s) set out below and that they are able, upon request and without delay, to provide the supporting documentation specified below to the Contracting Authority in each case.    
Evaluation – Pass / Fail  
1. Tenderers have a current Tax Clearance Certificate and will provide evidence to this effect on contract award. 
2. Tenderers will be compliant with their social security and revenue obligations for the duration of any contract awarded. 
3. Complete the Declaration of Bona Fides as per part. 57 of Directive 2014/24/EU as implemented by SI 284 of May 2016 (Irl.) and as contained in the Tender Response Document.         
4. Complete the Declaration regarding compliance with relevant statutory obligations as contained in the Tender Response Document. Where tenderers are established and operating outside of the jurisdiction of supply, compliance with equivalent legislation as applicable in the country of establishment / operation is required.
5. Tenderers meet the minimum turnover requirement of € 40,000 over each of the last three financial years and will provide evidence to this effect if requested to do so.  
6. Tenderers shall provide evidence about the insurance policies specified in section 6.21 and in the below table:
	[image: page11image5072464][image: page11image5798992][image: page11image5072352]Type of Insurance Indemnity Limit 

	Employers Liability
	€12.7m 

	Public Liability
	€6.5m 

	Product Liability
	€1.5 


Tenderers must provide the supporting documentation specified above without delay when requested by the Contracting Authority. However, where the Tenderer is unable, for a valid reason, to provide the specified documentation, the Tenderer must inform the Contracting Authority of the valid reason as to why the documentation cannot be supplied and, if the Contracting Authority considers the reason given to be valid, provide such other suitable alternative documentation to prove, to the satisfaction of the Contracting Authority, their economic and financial capacity. 
In the case of the Tenderer being a consortium, this financial criterion may be fulfilled by the consortium members as a whole. 
[bookmark: _Toc201192828][bookmark: _Toc203098896]Tenderers are encouraged to meet the minimum requirements stated in the tender documents by submitting a joint response as part of a joint venture or consortium. SMEs that consider the scope of this Competition beyond their current technical or business capacity are encouraged, subject to paragraph 1.6, to explore forming relationships with other SMEs or larger enterprises. Such collaborations enable participation in and contribution to the successful implementation of any resulting Goods Contract, thereby enhancing social and economic benefits. Likewise, larger enterprises are encouraged, also subject to paragraph 1.6 to consider including SMEs in their proposals to maximise these benefits


[bookmark: _Toc204143285][bookmark: _Toc236045784]4.2.2 Technical and Professional Ability 
Evaluation –Pass/Fail
Tenderers must declare in the Tender Response Document that they satisfy the technical and professional requirement(s) set out overleaf and that they are able, upon request and without delay, to provide the supporting documentation specified below to the Contracting Authority in each case.

Tenderers must demonstrate in a clear and comprehensive manner that they have the level of experience and capacity necessary to deliver the Goods required for this tender, for which they intend to submit a tender. 

[bookmark: _Toc204143286][bookmark: _Toc236045785]4.2.3	General Selection Criteria Relevant to All Procurements
	Previous Experience

	Tenders must provide details of 3 comparable contracts of a similar nature within the last three (3) years. The successful tenderer’s nominated contacts for these contracts may be checked by the Contracting Authority at award stage (Please complete the relevant section in the Tender Response Document)



Tenderers must provide the supporting documentation specified above without delay when requested by the Contracting Authority. 
In order to facilitate evaluation of responses, Tenderers must submit the above within the Tenderer Response Document (TRD), completed in line with instructions provided in that document.
[bookmark: _Toc203098897][bookmark: _Toc204143288][bookmark: _Toc201192832]

[bookmark: _Toc236045786]Section Five: Award Criteria 
[bookmark: _Toc203098898][bookmark: _Toc204143289][bookmark: _Toc236045787]5.1. Award Criteria Table
The Goods Contract will be awarded on the basis of the most economically advantageous tender(s) as identified in accordance with the following criteria: 
*Attention should be paid to minimum qualifying thresholds for response.
	Criterion A
	Weighting
	Maximum Marks
	Minimum Marks 

	
	20%
	200
	100

	Quality & Suitability of Printed Materials

	Description
	Tenderers must provide a sample of printed NCR books similar to those specified in this tender. 
The samples must demonstrate how tenderers will meet IFI’s specifications in terms of the quality of print, quality of materials, overall assembly and acceptable colour(s). 
Only samples which in the opinion of IFI meet at least the minimum standard required will proceed with evaluation. Sample materials which score less than the minimum marks for this criterion will be deemed inadmissible.

	Criterion B
	Weighting
	Maximum Marks
	Minimum Marks

	
	10%
	100
	50

	Environmental Considerations

	Description
	Tenderers must describe any relevant environmental or sustainability initiatives your organisation has established to reduce energy and water use, reduce emissions and, promote the reuse of materials which would otherwise go to landfill. These initiatives should be directly related to the printing services required. 

	Criterion C
	Weighting
	Maximum Marks
	Minimum Marks 

	
	70%
	700
	N/A

	Ultimate Price

	Description
	Tenderer’s must complete the Pricing Schedule and the Form of Tender included in the TRD. 

	Total Available Marks
	1000 (100%)



[bookmark: _Toc200701463][bookmark: _Toc201192833][bookmark: _Toc203098899][bookmark: _Toc204313174][bookmark: _Toc236045788]5.1.1. Minimum Scoring Requirements for Qualitative Award Criteria
[bookmark: _Toc200701465][bookmark: _Toc201192834][bookmark: _Toc203098900]Tenderers are advised that, in order to be considered for award of the Contract, a minimum score of 50% must be achieved for each qualitative award criterion (i.e., all criteria except Award Criterion D – Price). Failure to achieve the minimum threshold on any of the qualitative criteria will result in the tender being excluded from further evaluation, regardless of the total overall score.
[bookmark: _Toc204313175][bookmark: _Toc236045789]5.2. Methodology for calculating Pro Rata Scores
The following formula will be applied to the cost and delivery scores: 
The lowest cost tender that also meets all the minimum requirements of the qualitative award criteria will receive the maximum score achievable under this criterion. The scores of the other valid tenders will be calculated using the following formula:

	Cost Score
	=
	Lowest Tendered Rate
	x
	Maximum Number of Marks Available

	
	
	Tendered Rate under evaluation
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc200701466][bookmark: _Toc201192835][bookmark: _Toc203098901][bookmark: _Toc204313176][bookmark: _Toc236045790]5.3. Methodology for scoring Qualitative Criteria
	Score
	Meaning
	Interpretation

	90 – 100%
	Outstanding   
	An outstanding response demonstrating extensive understanding offering full assurance to client – fully supported with no reservations.

	80 – 89%
	Excellent        
	An excellent response demonstrating excellent understanding offering assurance to client – fully supported.

	70 – 79%
	Very good       
	A very good response demonstrating very good understanding offering assurance to client – strongly supported.

	60 – 69%
	Good               
	A good response demonstrating good understanding offering assurance to client – well supported.


	50 – 59%
	Acceptable      
	An acceptable response demonstrating a minimum understanding offering assurance to client - satisfactorily supported.

	Less than 50% is unacceptable



[bookmark: _Toc203098902][bookmark: _Toc200701467][bookmark: _Toc201192836]Marks within the defined scoring ranges above may be awarded where tender responses demonstrate merit beyond the minimum requirements, in accordance with the evaluation criteria.
[bookmark: _Toc204313177][bookmark: _Toc236045791]5.4. Tie-Break Rules
In the event that there is a tie for the last available place, the following tie-break approach will be adopted:
The Tenderer who has been awarded the highest marks for total Qualitative Award Criteria (A to C) combined (Non-Cost) of their Tender will be deemed to be the most economically advantageous tender (“MEAT”). 
In the event the Tenderers receive the same marks for the Qualitative Award Criteria (Non-Cost) element of their Tender, the Tenderer who has been awarded the highest marks for Criterion A of their Tender will be deemed the MEAT.
[bookmark: _Toc203098903][bookmark: _Toc204313178][bookmark: _Toc236045792]5.5. Post Tender Clarification
At the discretion of the Contracting Authority, tenderers may be invited, in writing, to clarify certain aspects of their tender, particularly where information or documentation to be submitted appears to be incomplete or erroneous. However, all such requests will be made in full compliance with the principles of equal treatment and transparency and avoid any distortion of competition.
[bookmark: _Toc200701468][bookmark: _Toc201192837][bookmark: _Toc203098904][bookmark: _Toc204313179][bookmark: _Toc236045793]5.6. Verification Meetings
” Not Used”
[bookmark: _Toc200701469][bookmark: _Toc201192838][bookmark: _Toc203098905][bookmark: _Toc204313180][bookmark: _Toc236045794]5.7. Clarification of Abnormally Low Tenders
If the Contracting Authority considers the tender submission to be commercially unsustainable or otherwise problematic considering the tendered price or any other financial matter (including proposed indicative hours), the tenderer shall be invited to provide clarification to the Contracting Authority in respect of all elements of the tender submission that the Contracting Authority deems relevant. Any failure to satisfactorily comply with such a request, or to satisfactorily address the Contracting Authority’s concerns, may, at the discretion of the Contracting Authority, result in the elimination of the tender in question based on it being considered abnormally low.

[bookmark: _Toc200701470][bookmark: _Toc201192839][bookmark: _Toc203098906][bookmark: _Toc204313181][bookmark: _Toc236045795]5.8. Right to Confirm Suitability
Tenderers should note that the Contracting Authority reserves the right to confirm that the financial and technical capacity of the tenderer is valid and unchanged prior to the award of any contract.
[bookmark: _Toc203098907][bookmark: _Toc204313182][bookmark: _Toc236045796]5.9. Presentation of Proposals
Tenderers may be required to make an in-person presentation of the proposal contained in their Tender. The Contracting Authority will not be responsible for the cost of such presentations (in accordance with paragraph 6.8). Performance at presentations will NOT be evaluated.
[bookmark: _Toc203098908][bookmark: _Toc204313183][bookmark: _Toc236045797]5.10. Standstill Period
In circumstances where the European Communities (Public Authorities' Contracts) (Review Procedures) Regulations 2010 (Statutory Instrument 130 of 2010), as amended by the European Communities (Public Authorities’ Contracts) (Review Procedures) (Amendment) Regulations 2015 (Statutory Instrument 192 of 2015) apply, no contract can or will be executed or take effect until at least fourteen (14) calendar days after the day on which the Tenderers have been sent a notice informing them of the result of this Competition (the “Standstill Period”) if such notice is sent by electronic means. The Standstill Period shall be sixteen (16) calendar days if such notice is sent by other means. The preferred bidder will be notified of the decision of the Contracting Authority and of the expiry date of the Standstill Period. 
Tenderers should note that the Contracting Authority may, when notifying Tenderers of the results of this Competition, include the scores obtained by the Tenderer concerned and the scores obtained by the preferred bidder in respect of each award criterion assessed by the Contracting Authority.
[bookmark: _Toc203098909][bookmark: _Toc204313184][bookmark: _Toc236045798]5.11. Return of Signed Contracts
The successful Tenderer(s) must sign and return the Contract in duplicate to the Contracting Authority no later than seven [7] calendar days from the date of expiry of the Standstill Period unless notified otherwise in writing by the Contracting Authority.  A signed Contract returned by the successful Tenderer(s) is not binding on the Contracting Authority until the Contracting Authority has signed the Contract in accordance with paragraph 6.1.2 below.

Where the signed Contract has not been received by the Contracting Authority within the period as specified in tender document then the Contracting Authority may proceed to offer an award to the next highest-ranked Tenderer in accordance with the above.
[bookmark: _Toc201192863][bookmark: _Toc203098932][bookmark: _Toc204143323]


[bookmark: _Toc201192840][bookmark: _Toc203098910][bookmark: _Toc204313185][bookmark: _Toc236045799]Section Six: Instruction to Tenderers 
6.1. [bookmark: _Toc201192841][bookmark: _Toc203098911][bookmark: _Toc204313186][bookmark: _Toc236045800]Important Notices 
6.1.1 While every effort has been made to provide comprehensive and accurate information in all notices and documents prepared for the purposes of this Competition, the Contracting Authority does not accept any liability or provide any express or implied warranty in respect of any such information.  Tenderers must form their own conclusions about the solution needed to meet the requirements set out in this RFT and may wish to consult their legal advisers. 
6.1.2 The Contracting Authority does not bind itself to accept any Tender.   
This RFT does not constitute an offer or commitment to enter into a Goods Contract. 
No enforceable commitment of any kind will exist unless and until a formal written Contract has been executed by or on behalf of the Contracting Authority.
No contractual rights in relation to the Contracting Authority will exist unless and until a formal written Goods Contract has been executed by or on behalf of the Contracting Authority. 
Any notification of preferred bidder status by the Contracting Authority shall not give rise to any enforceable rights by the Tenderer. 
The Contracting Authority may cancel this Competition or, for the avoidance of doubt, any individual Lot at any time prior to a formal written Contract being executed by or on behalf of the Contracting Authority.
The award of a Goods Contract does not confer exclusivity on the successful Tenderer.
Tenderers should note that the Contracting Authority shall be under any obligation to purchase any minimum value of Goods under any Contract.

6.1.3 This RFT supersedes and replaces any and all previous documentation, communications and correspondence between the Contracting Authority and Tenderers, and Tenderers should place no reliance on such previous documentation and correspondence. 
6.1.4 In this clause 6.1.4, “Data Protection Laws” means all applicable national and EU data protection laws, regulations and guidelines including but not limited to Regulation (EU) 2016/679 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, and repealing  Directive 95/46/EC (the “General Data Protection Regulation”), and any guidelines and codes of practice issued by the Office of the Data Protection Commission or other supervisory authority for data protection in Ireland from time to time. 
The Contracting Authority will be a Data Controller (where Data Controller has the meaning given under the Data Protection Laws) in respect of any Personal Data (where Personal Data has the meaning given under the Data Protection Laws) required to be provided by the Tenderer in response to this RFT. 
The Tenderer, as Data Controller in respect of any Personal Data provided by it in its Tender, is required to confirm in the statement required under paragraph 6.4 below that all Data Subjects (where Data Subject has the meaning given under the Data Protection Laws) whose Personal Data is provided by the Tenderer have consented to the processing of such Personal Data by the Tenderer, the Contracting Authority, the Evaluation Team and the supplier of the etenders.gov.ie website, for the purposes of the participation of the Tenderer in this Competition or that the Tenderer otherwise has a legal basis for providing such Personal Data to the Contracting Authority for the purposes of its participation in this Competition . 
6.1.5  The Contracting Authority would refer Tenderers in particular to the provisions of Regulation (EU) 2022/1031 on the access of third country economic operators, goods and services to the Union’s public procurement and concession markets and procedures supporting negotiations on access of Union economic operators, goods and services to the public procurement and concession markets of third countries (International Procurement Instrument – IPI), and to their obligation to comply therewith.
In particular, tenderers and candidates should note in Article 6 of Regulation (EU) 2022/1031, the obligations for a Contracting Authority in the context of a procurement procedure where the EU Commission has adopted an IPI measure. 
6.1.6 Tenderers are referred to the provisions of Regulation (EU) 2022/2560 of the European Parliament and of the Council on Foreign Subsidies distorting the Internal Market, in addition to Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2023/1441, and their obligation to comply therewith. In particular, tenderers and candidates should note the requirements in Articles 28 and 29 of Regulation (EU) 2022/2560 relating to the prior notification or declaration of foreign financial contributions, where the estimated value of the public procurement procedure is equal to or greater than the applicable financial thresholds set out therein. In that regard, Tenderers and Candidates are referred to Appendix 3A of the RFT.   
6.2. [bookmark: _Toc201192842][bookmark: _Toc203098912][bookmark: _Toc204313187][bookmark: _Toc236045801]Compliant Tenders
6.2.1.   If a Tenderer fails to comply in any respect with the requirements of this paragraph. 
The Contracting Authority reserves the right to reject the Tenderer’s Tender Submission as non-compliant or, without prejudice to this right and subject to its obligations at law, to take any other action it considers appropriate including but not limited to: 
· seeking written (electronic) clarification from the Tenderer; 
· seeking further information from the Tenderer; 
· waiving a requirement, which in the Contracting Authority’s view, is nonmaterial or procedural. 
Tenderers are required: 
(a) To confirm that they satisfy the Selection Criteria for this Competition as set out at Section 4.2 below; 
(b) To submit all documentation which this RFT requires to be submitted; 
(c) To follow the format of this RFT and respond to each element in the order as set out in this RFT; 
(d) To conform to and comply with all instructions and requirements set out in this RFT; 
(e) To submit the Tenderer’s Statement required under paragraph 6.4, below;  
(f) Not to alter or edit this RFT in any way

6.2.2. Without prejudice to the generality of paragraph 6.2.1, failure to comply with paragraphs 6.6.1, 6.6.2, or 6.6.3 below will render the Tender non-compliant and it will be rejected. 
6.3. Goods Contract
6.3.1. Tenderers should also note the terms and conditions of the Goods Contract attached in the tender pack with this RFT.
6.3.2. Tenderers are required to confirm their acceptance of the terms and conditions of the  Goods Contract. 
6.3.3. Tenderers may not amend the Goods Contract.
6.4. [bookmark: _Toc201192845][bookmark: _Toc203098915][bookmark: _Toc204313190][bookmark: _Toc236045803]Consortia and Prime/ Subcontractors
Where a group of undertakings (in whatever form and regardless of the legal relationship between them) come together to submit a Tender in response to this RFT, the Contracting Authority will deal with all matters relating to this Competition through a single nominated entity authorised to represent all members of the group of undertakings. The Tenderer must provide details of all members of the group of undertakings and their role in the Tender and clearly set out the contact details including name, title, telephone number, postal address, facsimile number and e-mail address of the nominated entity authorised to represent the Tenderer and to whom all communications shall be directed and accepted until this Competition has been completed or terminated. Correspondence from any other person will NOT be accepted, acknowledged or responded to.

Prior to and as a condition of award of any Goods Contract, the successful Tenderer shall be required to designate a single entity who will carry overall responsibility for the Goods Contract (the “Prime Contractor”), irrespective of whether or not tasks are to be performed by a subcontractor or other consortium member (the “Subcontractor”).
6.6. [bookmark: _Toc201192846][bookmark: _Toc203098916][bookmark: _Toc204313191][bookmark: _Toc236045804]Tender Submission Requirements 
6.6.1.  Tenders must be submitted via the electronic post-box available on www.etenders.gov.ie  (the “Electronic Platform”).  Only Tenders submitted to the electronic post-box will be accepted.  Tenders submitted by any other means (including but not limited to by email, fax, post or hand delivery) will NOT be accepted. 
Tenderers must ensure that they give themselves sufficient time to upload and submit all required Tender documentation before the initial Tender Deadline (as defined in paragraph 6.6.2) has passed.  Tenderers should take into account the fact that upload speeds vary.   There is a maximum of 4GB for the total (combined) documents sent to the electronic post-box.  In order to submit a document to the electronic post-box, please note that you must click “Submit Response”.  After submitting you can still modify and re-send your response up until response deadline.  Tenderers should be aware that the “Submit Response” button will be disabled automatically upon the expiration of the response deadline. 
6.6.2. Tender Deadline
Subject to paragraph 6.8.1 of this RFT, Tenders must be received not later than the date and time notified on the cover of this RFT (the “Tender Deadline”).  
6.6.3. Tenders must be submitted in English.
6.6.4. Subject to paragraph 6.14 and 6.18, each Tenderer is limited to submitting one Tender in its own capacity and one Tender as part of a consortium/group of undertakings under this RFT for each Lot.
6.6.5. All Tenders submitted in soft copy must be compiled such that they can be read immediately using for example, PDF readers. The Contracting Authority is not responsible for corruption in electronic documents. Tenderers must ensure electronic documents are not corrupt.
6.7. [bookmark: _Toc201192847][bookmark: _Toc203098917][bookmark: _Toc204313192][bookmark: _Toc236045805]Queries and Clarifications 
6.7.1. All queries relating to any aspect of this Competition or of this RFT must be directed to the messaging facility on the Electronic Platform www.etenders.gov.ie. Subject to paragraph 6.8.1 of this RFT, queries must be submitted by no later than the date and time notified on the cover of this RFT. For the avoidance of doubt, Tenderers may not contact the Contracting Authority regarding any aspect of this Competition. 
6.7.2. All responses to queries will be issued by the Contracting Authority via the messaging facility on the Electronic Platform www.etenders.gov.ie   Where appropriate, queries may be amalgamated. Tenderers should note that the Contracting Authority will not respond to individual Tenderers privately. 

6.7.3. The Contracting Authority reserves the right to issue or seek written clarifications via the Electronic Platform. 

6.7.4. The Contracting Authority reserves the right, at any time before the Tender Deadline, to update or amend the information contained in this document and/or to extend the Tender Deadline.  Participating Tenderers will be informed of any such amendment or extension through the Electronic Platform. 

6.7.5. Tenderers should ensure that they register their interest in this Competition, by clicking on the “Accept” button on the Electronic Platform, in order to receive all responses to queries and other updates in relation to this Competition. 
6.8. [bookmark: _Toc201192848][bookmark: _Toc203098918][bookmark: _Toc204313193][bookmark: _Toc236045806]Tendering Cost 
6.8.1. All costs and expenses incurred by Tenderers relating to their participation in this Competition including, but not being limited to, site visits, field trials, demonstrations and/or presentations shall be borne by and are a matter for discharge by the Tenderers exclusively.
6.9. [bookmark: _Toc201192849][bookmark: _Toc203098919][bookmark: _Toc204313194][bookmark: _Toc236045807]Confidentiality 
6.9.1. All documentation, drawings, data, statistics, information, patterns, samples or material disclosed or furnished by the Contracting Authority to Tenderers during the course of this Competition: 
(a) are furnished for the sole purpose of replying to this RFT only; 
(b) may not be used, communicated, reproduced or published for any other purpose without the prior written permission of the Contracting Authority;
(c) shall be treated as confidential by the Tenderer and by any third parties (including subcontractors) engaged or consulted by the Tenderer; and 
(d) must be returned immediately to the Contracting Authority upon cancellation or completion of this Competition if so requested by the Contracting Authority. 
6.10. [bookmark: _Toc201192850][bookmark: _Toc203098920][bookmark: _Toc204313195][bookmark: _Toc236045808]Pricing
6.10.1. All Tenderers must complete the Pricing Schedule in the Tender Response Document. 
6.10.2. All prices quoted must be all-inclusive (i.e. including but not being limited to shipping, packaging, delivery, ancillary costs and all other costs/expenses), be expressed in Euro only and exclusive of VAT. The VAT rate(s) where applicable should be indicated separately. 
6.10.3. Tenderers must confirm that all prices quoted in the Tender will remain valid for the term of the contract commencing from the Tender Deadline. 
6.10.4. Any currency variations occurring over the term of the Goods Contract shall be borne by the Tenderer. 
6.10.5. Payments for Goods provided pursuant to this RFT shall be subject to and made in accordance with the Goods Contract.
6.11. [bookmark: _Toc201192851][bookmark: _Toc203098921][bookmark: _Toc204313196][bookmark: _Toc236045809]Environmental, Social and Labour Law
6.11.1. In the performance of any Contract awarded, the successful Tenderer(s) and their Subcontractors (if any), shall be required to comply with all applicable obligations in the field of environmental, social and labour law that apply at the place where the goods or related services are provided, that have been established by EU law, national law, collective agreements or by international, environmental, social and labour law listed in Schedule 7 of the Regulations. 

6.11.2. Tenderers shall be required to include an undertaking to comply fully with the provisions of Council Directive 2001/23/EC of 12 March 2001 on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to the safeguarding of employees’ rights in the event of transfers of undertakings, business or parts of undertakings or business and as implemented in Irish law by Statutory Instrument S.I. No. 131 of 2003, the European Communities (Protection of Employees on Transfer of Undertakings) Regulations 2003 and to indemnify the Contracting Authority for any claim arising or loss or costs incurred as a result of its failure or incapacity to fulfil its obligations under the said Directive and Statutory Instrument. 

6.11.3. The Protection of Employees (Temporary Agency Work) Act 2012 (the “2012 Act”) provides that an Agency Worker (as defined in the 2012 Act) is entitled to the same basic working and employment conditions as those which apply to employees recruited directly by the Hirer (as defined in the 2012 Act) to do the same or a similar job.  Where the provision of the Goods will involve the provision to the Contracting Authority of Agency Workers (within the meaning of the 2012 Act), Tenderers should ensure that they consider their obligations under the 2012 Act when pricing their Tender.  The Contracting Authority shall have no liability for any increase in salaries that may be payable as a result of the Tender of the 2012 Act to the provision of the Goods. 
6.12. [bookmark: _Toc201192852][bookmark: _Toc203098922][bookmark: _Toc204313197][bookmark: _Toc236045810]  Publicity
No publicity regarding this Competition or any Goods Contract pursuant to this Competition is permitted unless and until the Contracting Authority has given its prior written consent to the relevant communication.
6.13. [bookmark: _Toc201192853][bookmark: _Toc203098923][bookmark: _Toc204313198][bookmark: _Toc236045811]  Registrable Interest 
Any Registrable Interest involving any Tenderer or Subcontractor and the Contracting Authority, members of the Government, members of the Oireachtas, or employees and officers of the Contracting Authority and their relatives must be fully disclosed in the Tender or, in the event of this information only coming to the notice of the Tenderer or Subcontractor after the submission of a Tender, must be communicated to the Contracting Authority immediately upon such information becoming known to the Tenderer or Subcontractor. 
The terms “Registrable Interest” and “Relative” shall be interpreted as per Section 2 of the Ethics in Public Office Acts 1995 and 2001, copies of which are available at www.irishstatutebook.ie. The Contracting Authority will, at its absolute discretion, decide on the appropriate course of action, which may in appropriate circumstances include eliminating a Tenderer from this Competition or terminating any Goods Contract entered into by a Tenderer. 
6.14. [bookmark: _Toc201192854][bookmark: _Toc203098924][bookmark: _Toc204313199][bookmark: _Toc236045812] Anti-Competitive Conduct
Tenderers’ attention is drawn to the Competition Act 2002 (as amended, the “2002 Act”). The 2002 Act makes it a criminal offence for Tenderers to collude on prices or terms in a public procurement competition. 
6.15. [bookmark: _Toc201192855][bookmark: _Toc203098925][bookmark: _Toc204313200][bookmark: _Toc236045813]Industry Terms Used in RFT
Where reference is made to a particular item, source, process, trademark, or type in this RFT then all such references are to be given the meaning generally understood in the relevant industry and operational environment. 
6.16. [bookmark: _Toc201192856][bookmark: _Toc203098926][bookmark: _Toc204313201][bookmark: _Toc236045814]Freeform of Information
6.16.1. Tenderers should be aware that, under the Freedom of Information Act 2014, information provided by them during this Competition may be liable to be disclosed. 
6.16.2. Tenderers are asked to consider if any of the information supplied by them in their tender should not be disclosed because of its confidentiality or commercial sensitivity.  If Tenderers consider that certain information is not to be disclosed because of its confidentiality or commercial sensitivity, Tenderers must, when providing such information, clearly identify such information and specify the reasons for its confidentiality or commercial sensitivity.  If Tenderers do not identify information as confidential or commercially sensitive, it is liable to be released in response to a Freedom of Information request without further notice to or consultation with the Tenderer. The Contracting Authority will, where possible, consult with Tenderers about confidential or commercially sensitive information so identified before making a decision on a request received under the Freedom of Information Act. The Contracting Authority accepts no liability whatsoever in respect of any information provided which is subsequently released (irrespective of notification) or in respect of any consequential damage suffered as a result of such obligations. 
6.17. [bookmark: _Toc201192857][bookmark: _Toc203098927][bookmark: _Toc204313202][bookmark: _Toc236045815]Tax Clearance 
It will be a condition of any Goods Contract pursuant to this Competition that the successful Tenderer(s) shall, for the term of such contract(s), comply with all applicable EU and domestic tax laws. Tenderers are referred to www.revenue.ie for further information. Prior to the award of any Goods Contract arising out of this Competition, the successful Tenderer shall be required to supply its Tax Clearance Access Number and Tax Reference Number to facilitate online verification of their tax status by the Contracting Authority. By supplying these numbers, the successful Tenderer acknowledges and agrees that the Contracting Authority has the permission of the successful Tenderer to verify its tax cleared position online.
6.18. [bookmark: _Toc201192858][bookmark: _Toc203098928][bookmark: _Toc204313203][bookmark: _Toc236045816]Conflict of Interest 
Any conflict of interest or potential conflict of interest on the part of a Tenderer, Subcontractor or individual employee(s) or agent(s) of a Tenderer or Subcontractor(s) must be fully disclosed to the Contracting Authority as soon as the conflict or potential conflict is or becomes apparent. In the event of any actual or potential conflict of interest, the Contracting Authority may invite Tenderers to propose means by which the conflict of interest might be removed. The Contracting Authority will, at its absolute discretion, decide on the appropriate course of action, which may in appropriate circumstances include eliminating a Tenderer from this Competition and/or terminating any Goods Contract entered into by a Tenderer.
6.19. [bookmark: _Toc201192859][bookmark: _Toc203098929][bookmark: _Toc204313204][bookmark: _Toc236045817]Withdrawal from Competition  
Tenderers are required to notify the Contracting Authority immediately, via the Electronic Platform, if at any stage they decide to withdraw from participation in this Competition.   
6.20. [bookmark: _Toc201192860][bookmark: _Toc203098930][bookmark: _Toc204313205][bookmark: _Toc236045818]Site Visit 
‘’Not Used’’
6.21. [bookmark: _Toc201192861][bookmark: _Toc203098931][bookmark: _Toc204313206][bookmark: _Toc236045819]Insurance
6.21.1. The successful Tenderer(s) shall be required to hold, for the term of any Contract awarded, insurances of the type and to the level specified in the table below. Tenderers should note that they are not obliged to have insurances in place in order to enter into a Goods Contract with the Contracting Authority. The types of and levels of insurance required are not likely to exceed the following insurances: 

	[image: page11image5072464][image: page11image5798992][image: page11image5072352]Type of Insurance Indemnity Limit 

	Employers Liability
	€12.7 million 

	Public Liability
	€6.5 million 

	Product Liability
	€1.5 million



Tenderers must also ensure that any third-party contractors employed to effect the supply and delivery of the goods must be appropriately insured for any liability howsoever in the supply and delivery of the products to the contracting authority.
6.21.2. By signing the Form of Tender, Tenderers confirm, that if awarded a Contract arising from this tender competition; 
a) they will, from the Effective Date of the Contract (as defined in the Contract), obtain and hold the types and levels of insurance as specified in the relevant RFT. 
b) confirm that the territorial limits and jurisdiction of the insurance policies will include Ireland and 
c) confirm that they are not aware of any exclusions, restrictions, conditions or warranties or, in the case of policies with an aggregate limit of indemnity, any outstanding claims, which could have a material adverse impact on the level of coverage specified above. A formal confirmation from the Tenderer’s insurance company or broker to this effect will be requested from the successful Tenderer(s) prior to the award of (and shall be a condition of) any Contract. 

6.21.3. The successful Tenderer will, during the term of any Contract, be required to: 
a. immediately advise the Contracting Authority of any material change to its insured status; 
b. produce proof of current premiums paid upon request; 
c. produce valid certificates of insurance upon request.
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