SECAD Partnership CLG
ACE Surveys Ecologist
Introduction and Background
The Arable Coast Environment (ACE) European Innovation Partnership (EIP) is a four-year project managed by SECAD Partnership, tasked with reversing the decline of habitat for wintering Hen Harriers and priority farmland birds on arable (tillage) farmland along Ireland’s South Coast. The project works in collaboration with farmers and landowners to deliver innovative, results-based environmental actions. See https://www.secad.ie/what-we-do/ace-eip/ 
SECAD Partnership is a Local Development Company with over thirty years of experience in delivering sustainable rural development initiatives.
The ACE EIP Team comprises expertise in ecology, agronomy, advisory services, GIS, data management, communications, and project management. The ACE Project Agronomist will provide essential technical support in ensuring that agronomic practices align with environmental objectives and are achievable within real-world farming systems.
The ACE EIP Surveys Ecologist will report to and take direction from the ACE Lead Ecologist  and will support the ACE Project Team to bring greater public awareness to the aims of the ACE Project. 
ACE EIP will be supported by a number of skilled team members working with the general public, communities and business (local development team members), farmers and other landowners (field officers, farmer liaison and agronomy leads), ecology (lead ecologist supported by a surveys ecologist and specialist ecological services e.g. drone support), and GIS and data management expertise.  This team is led by an experienced project manager and will be supported by ACE Project Officers located within the project area who will have day-to-day supportive roles with the ACE Farmers and other landowners, local communities, schools and other stakeholders.  The ACE project team will additionally have the support of experienced administration, financial, IT, communications and governance expertise within SECAD Partnership.  

Contract: ACE Surveys Ecologist 
The primary focus for the delivery of this EIP will be coastal areas of Counties Cork, Waterford, Wexford centred around the project hubs (Hen Harrier winter roost sites, from Kinsale, Co. Cork to South-east Wexford).  
Location: SECAD Partnership Main Office:  Midleton, County Cork with remote working and extensive field work.
Reporting to: ACE Lead Ecologist
Contract Type: 3.5 year contract. Higher percentage of time required from October to March period. See contracted days per year in table below.
Transport:	Full and clean driver’s licence is required with own means of transport

ACE EIP Surveys Ecologist: Role and Responsibilities
Support the wider ACE EIP Team
· Report directly to the ACE Lead Ecologist and participate in the ACE Project Management team led by the ACE Project Manager which also includes the ACE Farm Stakeholder Lead and the ACE GIS Officer . 
· Work closely with the ACE Lead Ecologist,  Project Manager, Project Management Team and ACE Project (Field) Officers and other ACE Team Members to ensure that relevant project actions are delivered on time, within budget and to a high standard.
· In conjunction with the ACE Lead Ecologist work closely with other relevant specialist external advisors and contractors and other technical collaborators with the aim of achieving the ACE Project objectives 
· In conjunction with the ACE Lead Ecologist support the delivery of risk assessments, project progress and output reports (including annual project reports), shared with Project Partners, Strategic Oversight Committee and others when required. 
· Support the ACE Lead Ecologist to engage with communities, farmers and other stakeholders as agreed by the ACE EIP Operational Group and ACE Project Manager 

Support the Design and Delivery of ACE Ecological Surveys
· Lead on the design and delivery of the Hen Harrier winter roost surveys within the ACE Project Area with inputs from relevant expertise and organisations 
· Lead on the design and delivery of winter and breeding farmland bird surveys with inputs from relevant expertise and organisations 
· Working with the ACE Lead Ecologist to consider additional ecological surveys for potential inclusion in the ACE EIP Project Plan (for review by the ACE Project Team, Operational Group and Project Manager) 
· Coordinate and collaborate with the ACE GIS Officer to ensure all relevant data is captured and protected appropriately, cognisant of EIP related data protection and GDPR guidelines
· Supporting the ACE Project Manager and ACE Lead Ecologist to guide ACE Project (Field) Officers to undertake site surveys 
Other Responsibilities 
· Support the ACE Lead Ecologist to design and deliver ecological education programmes for demonstration and participating farmers, farm advisors and other stakeholders
· Support the ACE Lead Ecologist and key stakeholders to design habitat creation and protection at the sensitive roost sites used by the wintering Hen Harrier.  
· Support the ACE Lead Ecologist and key stakeholders to design habitat creation and protection for other bird species included in the ACE EIP for attention.  
      
ACE Surveys Ecologist 
This role is ideally suited to a specialist ecologist particularly someone with a high degree of knowledge and first-hand experience in surveying and monitoring of raptors and farmland birds.  The successful candidate will have an ability to work as part of a muti-disciplinary team and support the development of strategies applied by the project team to maximise the development of habitats to support the target bird species of the ACE EIP with a particularly focus on the Hen Harrier ( and wintering roosts) within the project area. 

Qualifications and Experience - Essential
· A degree in Ecology, Zoology, Agricultural Science, Environmental Science, or a related field.
· Excellent expertise, knowledge and experience in Irish farmland bird ecology and bird population assessment.
· Good understanding of arable and other farmland habitats in Ireland.
· Proven work experience and track record in ecology/agri-environment projects in Ireland.
· Excellent interpersonal, communication, and diplomacy skills – to build rapport with the farming community and support public information/communications actions.
· A full clean driver’s licence and use of own car
Desirable
· Post-graduate qualification in ecology, zoology, agricultural sciences or equivalent.
· Experience of coordinating and / or undertaking integrated area based or regional scale ecological activities.
· Project team experience (supporting and working with project management, staff and / or sub-contractors).
· Experience in Appropriate Assessment reporting (supporting the ACE Lead Ecologist).
· Experience in managing and analysing large datasets.
· Experience and knowledge of agriculture policy in Ireland including current agri-environment schemes, other relevant EIPs and results-based schemes 
· Experience working with GIS specialist in use of GIS software (ESRI ArcGIS etc.)


Skills and competencies
The successful candidate must demonstrate the following skills and characteristics
· Good organisation skills
· Excellent interpersonal skills and the ability to communicate effectively both in writing and verbally with technical and scientific and non-technical groups
· Self-motivated and ability to work under their own initiative
· Ability and willingness to actively participate as part of a wider multidisciplinary team
· Excellent computer skills (including Microsoft Office and GIS software)
· Good time management and the ability to prioritise and meet deadlines
· A keen eye for detail as well as proven excellent communications and scientific report writing skills


Tender Requirements:
Your tender must include: 
1. Copy of your CV
2. An outline of:
(i) Specific experience, qualifications and interest in supporting a project of this type
(ii) Your proposed methodology applied in delivering this specific task / role
3. Confirmation of up to date Tax Clearance (if awarded the contract)
4. Confirmation of availability of insurance (if awarded the contract)
5. Time requirement:
The  ACE Project Team estimate that the following time is required from the ACE Surveys Ecologist
	Year
	2026
(Q3 & Q4)
	2027
	2028
	2029
	Total

	Number of Days 
	30
	65
	65
	65
	225


(Note:  The ACE Team may seek to increase this time requirement by c 20% if required)

Travel & Subsistence:  The ACE Project will support travel and subsistence in line with civil service rates to a maximum of 6000km.  

· Your tender should outline your charge per day (excluding VAT) based on the estimated number of days outlined in the table above.
· We will also ask for your estimated milage per year to undertake this work.

Tender Selection 
Scoring of Tenders will be based on the following 
	Criteria
	Score

	Relevant Qualifications 
	25

	Methodology 
	25

	Relevant Experience and Interest
	25

	Price
	25

	Total (Max)
	100



Submitting your Tender 
Your tender must be submitted via the eTenders portal only.
For more information on SECAD see www.secad.ie     

SECAD Partnership is an Equal Opportunities Employer
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