SECAD Partnership CLG
ACE Farmer and Landowner Lead
Introduction and Background
The Arable Coast Environment (ACE) European Innovation Partnership (EIP) is a four-year project managed by SECAD Partnership, tasked with reversing the decline of habitat for wintering Hen Harriers and priority farmland birds on arable (tillage) farmland along Ireland’s South Coast. The project works in collaboration with farmers and landowners to deliver innovative, results-based environmental actions. See https://www.secad.ie/what-we-do/ace-eip/ 
SECAD Partnership is a Local Development Company with over thirty years of experience in delivering sustainable rural development initiatives.
The ACE EIP Team will work collaboratively with ACE farmers, other landowners, and a broad range of stakeholders to identify opportunities to support sustainable farming systems that deliver significant environmental benefits. The ACE Lead Farm & Landowner Lead will act as a key figure-head for the project, helping to drive engagement, awareness, and adoption of on-farm habitat actions.
The ACE team includes expertise in ecology, farmer advisory services, GIS and data management, communications, and project management, supported by experienced administration, financial and governance structures within SECAD Partnership.

Contract: ACE Farmer & Landowner Lead  
The primary focus for the delivery of this EIP will be coastal areas of Counties Cork, Waterford, Wexford centred around the project hubs (Hen Harrier winter roost sites, from Kinsale, Co. Cork to South-east Wexford).  
Location: SECAD Partnership Main Office:  Midleton, County Cork with remote working and extensive field work.
Reporting to: SECAD ACE Project Manager and ACE Lead Ecologist
Contract Type: 3.5 year contract. (See contracted days per year in table below)
Transport:	Full and clean driver’s licence is required with own means of transport

Key Responsibilities
Support the wider ACE EIP Team
· Report directly to the Project Manager and take responsibility as the ACE Farm & Landowner Lead within the ACE Project Management Team.
· Working in partnership and supporting the ACE Lead Ecologist (and broader ACE Project Team)
· Take a leading role in recruitment and liaison with private sector interests (especially agriculture, food and beverage businesses) interested in supporting ACE 
· Supported by the ACE Agronomist to promote ACE and take a leading role in selection and support of participating farmers and landowners.
· Support delivery of project actions on time, within budget, and to a high standard.
· Contribute to project planning, reporting, and risk management processes.
· Engage with external advisors, researchers, policymakers and stakeholders to achieve project objectives.
· Act as a public-facing ambassador and figure-head for the ACE Project.

Farmer and Landowner Engagement & Advisory Support
· Build trusted relationships with participating farmers and landowners across the South Coast.
· Working with the ACE Project Agronomist to provide expert guidance grounded in lived experience of tillage farming systems in southern Ireland.
· Promote the integration of habitat-supporting actions that are both ecologically effective and farm-viable.
· Advise on the practical implementation of farmland bird measures, including habitat establishment, crop management, and timing of operations.
· Support farmer-led innovation and encourage peer-to-peer learning and demonstration of best practice.

On-Farm Research & Habitat Action Development
· Lead and promote on-farm research to test and refine habitat actions for farmland birds.
· Draw on direct experience of designing, implementing, and monitoring habitat measures (e.g. wild bird cover, overwinter stubbles, margins, fallow, nature crops).
· Work with farmers, ecologists, and researchers to evaluate outcomes and improve practices.
· Ensure that habitat actions are practical, scalable, and grounded in real farm conditions.
· Support adaptive management based on monitoring results and farmer feedback.

Policy Engagement & Advisory Influence
· Provide informed, experience-based advice to policymakers on agri-environment schemes and habitat actions.
· Contribute to linking practical farming realities with policy design and implementation.
· Engage with national agencies, EIPs, and advisory bodies to share learnings from the ACE Project.
· Advocate for research-led, results-based approaches to habitat management.
Capacity Building, Knowledge Transfer & Collaboration
· Deliver and support farmer workshops, discussion groups, and training events.
· Engage with farm advisors, educators, and advisory services to build understanding of agri-environment approaches.
· Communicate complex information in a clear, practical manner accessible to farming audiences.
· Support development of case studies, demonstration farms, and knowledge transfer material.
· Promote awareness of the environmental and economic value of farmland bird habitat actions.

Person Specification
This role is ideally suited to a highly experienced individual with strong practical knowledge of farming (particularly tillage farming), agri-environment projects and farmland bird conservation, and the ability to engage and inspire a wide range of stakeholders.
It is an opportunity to play a high-profile leadership role within an innovative and impactful project along Ireland’s South Coast.

Essential Qualifications and Experience
· Extensive lived experience of tillage farming systems in the south of Ireland.
· Deep knowledge of farmland bird ecology, particularly in arable farming contexts.
· Proven experience in the design, implementation and monitoring of on-farm habitat actions.
· Demonstrated ability to work with farmers, landowners and advisory services.
· Experience advising policymakers or contributing to agri-environment policy development.
· Experience in participating and taking a leading role in EIP’s or EIP Type Projects.
· Strong communication and interpersonal skills, with experience engaging diverse audiences.
· Experience delivering talks, workshops, or knowledge transfer initiatives.
· A full clean driver’s licence and use of own car.

Desirable Qualifications and Experience
· Familiarity with agricultural advisory systems in Ireland.
· Experience facilitating farmer discussion groups or advisory networks.
· Background in agricultural science, ecology or related discipline.
· Strong professional network within the farming and agri-environment sectors.

Core Competencies
The successful candidate must demonstrate the following:
· Strong leadership presence and credibility within the farming sector.
· Recognised experience and credibility with ecology and biodiversity experts 
· Experience working with private sector in supporting agri-environment projects
· Excellent interpersonal and communication skills.
· Ability to translate research and science into practical farm actions.
· Self-motivation and ability to work on own initiative.
· Strong organisational and time management skills.
· Collaborative approach to working within a multidisciplinary team.
· Commitment to sustainable farming and farmland biodiversity.

Tender Details and Values:
Your tender must include: 
1. Copy of your CV
2. An outline of:
(i) Specific experience, qualifications and interest in supporting a project of this type
(ii) Your proposed methodology applied in delivering this specific task / role
3. Confirmation of up to date Tax Clearance (if awarded the contract)
4. Confirmation of availability of insurance (if awarded the contract)
5. Time requirement
The  ACE Project Team estimate that the following time is required from the ACE Farm & Landowner Lead
	Year
	2026
(Q3 & Q4)
	2027
	2028
	2029
	Total

	Number of Days 
	30
	60
	60
	60
	210


(Note:  we may seek to increase this time requirement by c 20% if required)

Travel & Subsistence:  The ACE Project will support travel and subsistence in line with civil service rates to a maximum of 6000km.  
· Your tender should outline your charge per day (excluding VAT) based on the estimated number of days outlined in the table above.
· We will also ask for your estimated milage per year to undertake this work.

Tender Selection 
Scoring of Tenders will be based on the following 
	Criteria
	Score

	Relevant Qualifications 
	25

	Methodology 
	25

	Relevant Experience and Interest
	25

	Price
	25

	Total (Max)
	100




Submitting your Tender 
Your tender must be submitted via the eTenders portal only.
For more information on SECAD see www.secad.ie     

SECAD Partnership is an Equal Opportunities Employer
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