SECAD Partnership CLG
ACE Project Agronomist
Introduction and Background
The Arable Coast Environment (ACE) European Innovation Partnership (EIP) is a four-year project managed by SECAD Partnership, tasked with reversing the decline of habitat for wintering Hen Harriers and priority farmland birds on arable (tillage) farmland along Ireland’s South Coast. The project works in collaboration with farmers and landowners to deliver innovative, results-based environmental actions. See https://www.secad.ie/what-we-do/ace-eip/ 
SECAD Partnership is a Local Development Company with over thirty years of experience in delivering sustainable rural development initiatives.
The ACE EIP Team comprises expertise in ecology, agronomy, advisory services, GIS, data management, communications, and project management. The ACE Project Agronomist will provide essential technical support in ensuring that agronomic practices align with environmental objectives and are achievable within real-world farming systems.

Contract: ACE Project Agronomist  
The primary focus for the delivery of this EIP will be coastal areas of Counties Cork, Waterford, Wexford centred around the project hubs (Hen Harrier winter roost sites, from Kinsale, Co. Cork to South-east Wexford).  
Location: SECAD Partnership Main Office:  Midleton, County Cork with remote working and extensive field travel.
Reporting to: ACE Project Manager supporting the ACE Farm & Landowner Lead, Survey Ecologist and other team members.
Contract Type: 3.5 year contract. (See contracted days per year in table below)
Transport: Full and clean driver’s licence is required with own means of transport



Key Responsibilities
Support the ACE EIP Team
· Work collaboratively with the ACE Lead Farm & Landowner Lead, ACE Project Officer and ACE Lead Ecologist
· Provide specialist agronomic support to inform farmer selection and scheme participation
· Assist in the practical design and implementation of habitat actions within farming and land management (especially tillage) systems
· Contribute to project planning, reporting, and monitoring processes
· Ensure agronomic recommendations support both farm viability and environmental outcomes
· Support delivery of project outputs on time and to a high standard

Farmer Selection and Agronomic Advisory Support
· Working with the ACE Project Manager, Farm & Landowner Lead and ACE Lead Ecologist to support the identification and selection of suitable farmers for the ACE EIP
· Assess farm systems, rotations, soil types, and management practices to determine suitability for habitat actions
· Working with the ACE Lead Ecologist to provide tailored agronomic advice to participating farmers, ensuring integration of production and habitat requirements
· Advise on crop establishment, rotations, nutrient management, and timing of operations in line with project objectives
· Work with the ACE Lead Ecologist and participating landowners to optimise the performance of habitat measures such as wild bird cover, overwinter stubbles, margins, fallow, and nature-based cropping systems
· Contribute to building trust and maintaining positive working relationships with participating farmers

Habitat Action Integration & On-Farm Implementation
· Support the adaptation of agronomic practices to accommodate habitat actions without compromising farm sustainability
· Work closely with the ACE Lead Ecologist to ensure ecological requirements are met within agronomic recommendations
· Provide technical input into the design and management of habitat measures suitable for tillage systems
· Assist in troubleshooting and refining measures based on field performance and farmer feedback
· Promote innovative and practical solutions to integrate biodiversity into productive systems

Monitoring, Evaluation & Continuous Improvement
· Assist with monitoring the effectiveness of habitat actions from an agronomic perspective
· Provide insights into crop performance, soil health, and management constraints.
· Contribute to adaptive management approaches to improve outcomes over the lifetime of the project
· Support data collection, record keeping, and reporting requirements

Capacity Building, Knowledge Transfer & Collaboration
· Support delivery of farmer workshops, demonstration events, and discussion groups
· Communicate agronomic advice clearly and effectively to farming audiences
· Contribute to knowledge transfer materials, case studies, and best practice guidance
· Engage with advisors, researchers, and industry stakeholders to share learnings
· Support peer-to-peer learning among participating farmers

Person Specification
This role is ideally suited to an experienced agronomist with strong knowledge of farming systems (especially tillage) on the south coast of Ireland and experienced in integrating environmental actions within commercial agriculture.
It offers an opportunity to contribute to an innovative, results-based agri-environment project with real on-the-ground impact.

Essential Qualifications and Experience
· A relevant qualification in Agricultural Science, Agronomy, or related discipline
· Strong practical experience in tillage agronomy, ideally within southern Ireland
· Proven ability to advise farmers on crop management, rotations, and soil health
· Solid understanding of integrating environmental measures within commercial farming systems
· Experience working within agri-environment schemes and EIPs, or results-based programmes, especially those involving tillage farming in Ireland
· Experience working directly with farmers and providing advisory services
· Strong communication and interpersonal skills
· Ability to work collaboratively within a multidisciplinary team
· A full clean driver’s licence and access to own transport

Desirable Qualifications and Experience
· Knowledge of farmland bird measures and biodiversity actions in arable systems
· Familiarity with regulatory and policy frameworks relating to Irish agriculture
· Experience in soil management, nutrient planning, or regenerative agriculture practices
· Experience facilitating farmer discussion groups or training events
· Established professional network within the tillage or advisory sector

Core Competencies
The successful candidate must demonstrate:
· Strong technical agronomic expertise
· Practical, solutions-focused approach to integrating farm and environmental outcomes
· Excellent communication and advisory skills
· Ability to build trust with farmers and stakeholders
· Strong organisational and time management skills
· Self-motivation and ability to work independently
· Collaborative and flexible working style
· Commitment to sustainable agriculture and biodiversity enhancement

Tender Requirements:
Your tender must include: 
1. Copy of your CV
2. An outline of:
(i) Specific experience, qualifications and interest in supporting a project of this type
(ii) Your proposed methodology applied in delivering this specific task / role
3. Confirmation of up to date Tax Clearance (if awarded the contract)
4. Confirmation of availability of insurance (if awarded the contract)
5. Time requirement
The ACE Project Team estimate that the following time is required from the ACE Project Agronomist (majority of time will be expected to be October-March annually)
	Year
	2026
(Q3 & Q4)
	2027
	2028
	2029
	Total

	Number of Days 
	30
	60
	20
	20
	130


(Note:  we may seek to increase this time requirement by c 20% / 26 days if required)

Travel & Subsistence:  The ACE Project will reimburse relevant travel and subsistence in line with civil service rates to a maximum of 6000km.  

· Your tender should outline your charge per day (excluding VAT) based on the estimated number of days outlined in the table above.
· Estimate milage per year to undertake this work across the project area.

Tender Selection 
Scoring of Tenders will be based on the following 
	Criteria
	Score

	Relevant Qualifications 
	25

	Methodology 
	25

	Relevant Experience and Interest
	25

	Price
	25

	Total (Max)
	100




Submitting your Tender 
Your tender must be submitted via the eTenders portal only.

For more information on SECAD see www.secad.ie     

SECAD Partnership is an Equal Opportunities Employer
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