NCTR25119 – Establishment of an Entrepreneurship Training Services Panel


	Clarifications Set 1

	Q1
	The documentation states that the panel will remain open to applications throughout its four-year duration and that suppliers may apply for admission at any time. Could the Contracting Authority please clarify how this operates in practice given the programme delivery schedule outlined in the specification? Specifically, if a supplier were admitted to the panel in a later year of the panel period (for example, Year 3 or Year 4), would there still be opportunities to compete for and deliver services under Stages 1, 2a and 3 of the Entrepreneurship Training Programme? Or is the intention that these training requirements will be procured on an ongoing basis throughout the lifetime of the panel? Any indication of the anticipated timing and frequency of future call-offs under the panel would be appreciated.


	A1
	The ARC Hub takes in cohorts of projects and will do so between now and end of 2029.  Each cohort will receive training from one provider so stage 1, 2a and 3.  Each cohort could receive training from a different provider versus another cohort.  This is the reasoning behind having a number of providers on a panel whose services can be drawn down from when the need for training arises.  Yes, the opportunity can arise in year 3 and 4 to provide training assuming there will be a new cohort coming on to our program in those years.






