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Rásaíocht Con Éireann/Greyhound Racing Ireland


OPEN PROCEDURE
Formal Bidding
[bookmark: _Hlk122083764]Stadium Trap Signage Sponsorship Scheme 2026


Bidding Return Date:3rd July  2026


Bid Return To:-
Michael Cussen
Procurement Officer.
Rásaíocht Con Éireann 
Greenpark, Dock Road,
Limerick

Bid Reference: GRI1139MC

Disclaimer
This document issued herewith (“the Document”) is for information only and does not constitute, and shall not be interpreted as, an offer for sale, prospectus, or the basis of a contract.

Candidates are recommended to read the documents thoroughly.  While all reasonable steps have been taken to ensure that the information set out in the documents is accurate and up to date, no representation or warranty, express or implied, is or will be made or given in relation to the accuracy or the completeness of any information contained in the documents or otherwise provided by or on behalf of RCÉ (in writing or otherwise) to any interested party or its advisers. 

No responsibility or liability for any loss or damage arising because of reliance on these documents, or for the information contained in these documents, or for any omission is or will be accepted by RCÉ or by any of its officers, employees, agents or professional advisers.  No officer, employee, agent, or professional adviser of the company has any authority to give or make any representation or warranty, express or implied, in relation to such information.  RCÉ officers, employees, agents and professional advisers expressly disclaim any and all liability arising out of such documentation or information and any errors or omissions in or from the documents and information. 

RCÉ reserves the right to discontinue the  process at any time.

Any commissions, fees, or costs associated with the preparation and submission of a bid, including those arising from the use of third-party agents, consultants, or intermediaries, shall be the sole responsibility of the Bidder. RCÉ will not be liable for, nor will it reimburse, any such costs under any circumstances.
Important Notice
RCÉ reserves the right to discontinue the bidding process at any time.

This Invitation to submit a bid  is comprised of four sections as follows:-

Section A:		Introduction, Specification and Form of Bidding
Section B:		General Bidding Information
Section C:		Specific Bidding Information
Section D:		Information to Be Supplied With Each Bid
Appendix A:             Pricing Proposal 
Appendix :		Full list of 525 events where alternative trap locations will be offered

		




INVITATION TO SUBMIT A BID
SECTION A

1.   INTRODUCTION 
 Rásaíocht Con Éireann (RCÉ) invites expressions of interest from businesses seeking to secure high-impact sponsorship opportunities through trap-head branding at Greyhound Racing Ireland (GRI) stadia nationwide.
Trap heads represent one of the most visible and engaging branding positions within our venues. As the focal point at the start of every race, they command the full attention of on-site spectators, creating a powerful and repeated brand moment throughout each race night.
In addition to the in-stadium audience, this opportunity delivers extended exposure through RCÉ’s broadcast and digital partners, including SIS, RPGTV, and the Barking Buzz platform. This significantly broadens reach, connecting your brand with national and international audiences and enhancing overall visibility.
This sponsorship programme offers successful partners a compelling platform to elevate their brand through association with Irish greyhound racing, benefiting from strong audience engagement, frequency of exposure, and a trusted national sporting platform.
RCÉ is seeking to partner with organisations that wish to leverage this unique advertising channel and is open to exploring tailored packages aligned to specific marketing objectives.
Interested parties are encouraged to review the full opportunity details and submit an expression of interest in accordance with the outlined process.
2. Required Services
RCÉ are now seeking expressions of interest from businesses who wish to sponsor trap-heads at GRI Stadia nationwide.  
The sizes for each location are pre-determined.
Greyhound Racing Ireland venues are as follows:
Shelbourne Park Greyhound Stadium (Dublin) – 3 nights racing per week
Kilcohan Park Greyhound Stadium (Waterford) – 1 morning (SIS) and 1 night per week
Youghal Greyhound Stadium (Cork) – 2 nights racing (both SIS) per week
Curraheen Park Greyhound Stadium (Cork) – 2 nights racing per week
Kingdom Greyhound Stadium (Kerry) – 3 nights racing (2 SIS) per week
Limerick Greyhound Stadium – 2 nights (1 SIS) per week
Galway Greyhound Stadium – 2 nights per week
Mullingar Greyhound Stadium – 1 night and 1 afternoon (1 SIS)
Newbridge Greyhound Stadium - 1 night per week
SIS has confirmed its 2026 broadcast schedule, which will feature comprehensive online coverage of priority meetings, including key feature and classic events staged across all GRI venues. 
This expanded visibility ensures that major races receive consistent promotion and exposure throughout the year, enhancing their profile among a wider betting and sporting audience. In addition, SIS will continue its regular weekly broadcasts from designated SIS venues, delivering live racing content directly to retail bookmaker shops across both Ireland and the UK. 
This dual distribution model, combining digital streaming with established retail channel, significantly extends audience reach and provides sponsors with continued, high-frequency brand exposure across multiple markets.
Additionally, all Irish greyhound racing is available to view live and on demand via the Barking Buzz App, RCÉ’s online tote betting platform, accessible across both mobile and desktop devices, further enhancing reach and providing continuous engagement opportunities for audiences and sponsors alike.
The retail signage inventory relates specifically to the 525-yard trap positions. 
However, in instances where an existing event sponsorship (i.e. individual race sponsorship) includes trap-head signage for this distance, the relevant trap branding will be temporarily relocated to an alternative available trap position for the duration of that event. 
Upon completion of the event, the signage will be reinstated to its original location. 
Please refer to Appendix B for the full list of applicable events.
The following exclusions apply:
Trap signage at Shelbourne Park is excluded for the period of the Irish Greyhound Derby and Champion stakes.
3. Packages available
The sponsorship period will be for a duration of 2 years and an applicant can choose to apply from the 3 packages on offer.
Interested parties should set out in their submission which region they are interested in sponsoring:
	Lot 1
	All Locations

	Lot 2
	Munster only – Kilcohan Park, Youghal, Curraheen Park, Kingdom Greyhound Stadium, Limerick Greyhound Stadium

	Lot 3
	Leinster & Connaught only – Shelbourne Park, Mullingar, Newbridge & Galway



4.	Signage Maintenance 
The sponsor will be responsible for the production and ongoing maintenance of all signage. Installation will be carried out by the local track team. 
Sponsors must engage a suitably qualified signage production company to ensure a high-quality durable finish that meets required standards.
The sponsor will be responsible for any damage to the signage for the duration of the agreement and must repair or replace elements as necessary to maintain appearance and condition. Where signage becomes faded, worn, or otherwise untidy, RCÉ reserves the right to require its replacement and remove until the replacement has been provided.
All artwork must be submitted to RCÉ for prior approval before production.
The temporary removal of signage and its relocation to an alternative trap location during event periods will also be managed and installed by the local grounds staff team, with signage reinstated to its original position upon completion of the event.
SECTION B – GENERAL BIDDING INFORMATION
1. Greyhound Racing Ireland
Rásaíocht Con Eireann/Greyhound Racing Ireland was established by the Greyhound Racing Act 2019.   RCÉ is a commercial semi-state body charged with responsibility for the control, regulation and development of the Irish Greyhound Industry. RCÉ powers include the licensing of tracks, the issuing of permits to Officials, Bookmakers, Trainers and the implementation of the rules of racing.  RCÉ currently has licensed a total of fifteen tracks in the State (Republic of Ireland), of which nine are fully owned and /or controlled by the RCÉ.  The remainder are privately owned and operated.  

RCÉ is licensed to operate Totalisator facilities at all Greyhound Stadia and applies an on-course levy on Bookmakers’ betting.  These levies together with gate receipts and other income fund the industry and allow RCÉ to:

· Supplement prize money at all levels of Greyhound Racing
· Provide development loans and grants to Greyhound Tracks in order to enable them to improve facilities.
· Advertise and market the industry on both a National and International level.
· Develop and improve greyhound Stadia nationwide
· Operate and manage Greyhound Stadia.

    
2. CONFIDENTIALITY

All the information contained in this document is confidential to RCÉ and is given on the basis that this confidentiality will be strictly observed by all proposed bidders and will not be disclosed to any other party without the prior consent and authority, in writing, of RCÉ.

Bidders shall agree to hold in confidence and at all times shall keep secret any information regarding the business affairs and concerns of RCÉ which may be disclosed to them by RCÉ, in the course of the bidding process, other than information which is in the public domain, provided that the Bidder shall not have been responsible for any unauthorised or unlawful release of such information into the public domain.


3. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACTS, 1997 & 2013
The Freedom of Information Acts, 1997 & 2013 apply to RCÉ.  If a Bidder considers that any of the information supplied by it is either commercially sensitive or confidential in nature, such information should be clearly identified and reasons for the sensitivity specified.  In such cases, the relevant material may, subject to the provisions of the Acts, be protected from access in response to Freedom of Information requests.  

RCÉ undertakes to use its best endeavours to hold confidential any such designated information provided by a Bidder, subject to its obligations under law including the Freedom of Information Acts.


4. DURATION OF TERM
The sponsorship will run for a fixed period of two years from the date of signing of contract, providing continuous branding exposure across the agreed locations for the duration of the term.  This may be extended my mutual agreement for a further period of 1 year.

5. INFORMATION
For a proposal to be considered, the Bidder must furnish the information set out in Section D providing any documentary evidence which is required, and each Bid proposal shall include all documents and materials required in a sealed envelope or package.


6. CURRENCY
All documentation must be typewritten and any amendments initialled by the Bidder.  The currency to be used in this Bid is euro and a Bidding  proposal in any other currency will not be considered.

7. NOTIFICATION OF BID ACCEPTANCE
RCÉ shall notify acceptance of the Bide to the successful Bidder as soon as reasonably practicable, and in any event within 2 months of the closing date for receipt of Bids as set out in this document.  In specific circumstances, RCÉ reserves the right to extend the said two-month period for up to a further two months by notice in writing.  Notification of acceptance of a bid shall not affect the operation of paragraph 4 above.

8. EXCLUSION – GENERAL
A Bidder shall be excluded who:-

a. is bankrupt or being wound up, whose affairs are being administered by the court, who has entered into an arrangement with creditors or who has suspended business activities.

b. is the subject of proceedings for declaration of bankruptcy or insolvency, for an order for compulsory winding up or a court liquidation, or who has a liquidator or receiver appointed over its assets, or for composition with creditors or any other similar proceedings.

c. has been convicted of an offence concerning his professional conduct.

d.	has nor fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of social security 
	contributions.

e.       Has not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of taxes.


9. CONFIRMATION
Each Bidder shall confirm by a positive declaration in the Bid that it is not excluded from this Bidding procedure for any of the reasons set out in paragraph 9 and paragraph 10 of Section B of this Invitation to Bid.

10. COSTS 
RCÉ will not be liable in respect of any costs incurred by any Bidder in the preparation of bids in response to this Invitation to Bid or any associated cost. 
Any commissions, fees, or costs associated with the preparation and submission of a bid, including those arising from the use of third-party agents, consultants, or intermediaries, shall be the sole responsibility of the Bidder. RCÉ will not be liable for, nor will it reimburse, any such costs under any circumstances.

11. TAX CLEARANCE
The successful bidder must be in possession of a valid Irish tax clearance certificate for durance of the contract. Where a bidder does not have and cannot produce a valid tax clearance certificate at the date of submission of the submission documents, confirmation of submission of the application for a tax clearance certificate from the bidder auditor or a form of acknowledgement of receipt of the application for tax clearance certification from the Irish Revenue Commissioners must be produced with the documents. Such a valid tax-free certificate must be produced by a successful bidder before execution of the contract.    

After RCÉ has awarded the contract to the successful company, RCÉ reserves the right to withdraw that award and to award the contract to another bidder who has produced a valid tax-free certificate in circumstances where in the opinion of RCÉ the delay in producing the tax clearance certificate will or is likely to cause unacceptable delay in execution of the contract documentation. 

14.	COMPANY REGISTRATION
The successful bidder, if a company, registered and/or carrying on business in Ireland, must follow all obligations and requirements under the companies Acts 1963 to 2014, including the filing of up-to-date annual returns and a 
Certificate to this effect must be provided by an officer of the Bidding company with the bidding documentation. 
15.	COPYRIGHT
This document and its appendices remain the property of the Rásaíocht Con Éireann.

16.	FALSE OR MIDLEADING INFORMATION
Bidders who intentionally or carelessly supply false or misleading information will
be disqualified from this Bidding Procedure on the discovery of such information.

17.	PROHIBITION OF ASSIGNMENT
Use of Rights and Assignment
Any agreement awarded by RCÉ pursuant to this Bidder is specific to the successful Bidder and the Bidder own brand(s) and may not be assigned, transferred, sublicensed, or otherwise made available to any third party.
The signage rights granted under this agreement must be used solely for the promotion of the Bidders own brand(s). The use of the signage by, or on behalf of, any third-party brand, affiliate, partner, or external company is strictly prohibited.
Subcontracting of the sponsorship rights, in whole or in part, including the sale, lease, or allocation of signage space to third parties, will not be permitted under any circumstances.
The Bidder shall remain fully responsible for compliance with the terms of the agreement at all times.
RCÉ reserves the right to enforce this provision and take appropriate action in the event of any breach.
18.	COMPLIANCE WITH LAW
Bidders should be able to provide on demand evidence of compliance with all laws applicable to the provision of the services the subject of the Invitation to Bid, and in particular should be able to produce evidence that they have particular regard for statutory terms relating to minimum pay and any legally binding or sectoral agreements if applicable.

19.	TERMINATION
Termination for Performance
The contract shall contain provisions reserving to RCÉ the right to terminate any agreement where it is not satisfied with the performance of the successful Bidder.
Performance will be assessed by RCÉ having regard to the Award Criteria set out in paragraph 28.2 and the Objectives of the Bid outlined in Section A, including the proper upkeep, presentation, and maintenance of all signage throughout the duration of the agreement.
Where signage is not adequately maintained,  including instances where it becomes damaged, faded, or otherwise unsatisfactory in appearance, this will be deemed a failure of performance.
Prior to issuing a notice of termination, RCÉ will provide written notice outlining its dissatisfaction and will allow a reasonable period for the Bidder to remedy the issues identified. Where sufficient remedial action is not taken within the specified timeframe, or where the breach is incapable of remedy, RCÉ may terminate the contract by providing one month’s written notice.

20.	PAYMENT
Payment should be received within 30 days of issuing of invoice

21.	REQUIREMENTS OF INVITATION TO BID
Bidders not conforming to the requirements of this Invitation to Bide will not be considered and will be returned to the Bid.

22.	SUBJECT TO CONTRACT
This invitation to submit a bid is not intended to, and does not, create or evidence any legal or binding relationship, obligation, or commitment of any nature between RCÉ and any Bidder. No such legally binding obligation or commitment shall come into being unless and until a formal legal contract is duly executed and delivered by RCÉ and the successful Bidder.

SECTION C – SPECIFIC BIDDING INFORMATION
23. (1) CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence, communications and enquiries in connection with this bidding process must submit their query on line through the E-tenders web portal .

(2) Clarification Queries
Requests for clarification specific to the subject matter of this bid should be  submitted on line through the E-tenders web portal and must be received by 5pm on Friday ,26th June 2026.
Please note that telephone enquiries will NOT be responded to. 
A written response to all requests for clarification received on or before the date specified will be answered and published on the e-tenders website, without identifying the source of the query. RCÉ may in its absolute discretion respond to requests for clarification received after the deadline for clarification. RCÉ reserves the right in its absolute discretion to keep confidential any exchanges with a bidder  where it considers it appropriate to do so.

24.	BIDDING REFERENCE NUMBER
On all correspondence ,the following reference MUST be quoted:  
Rásaíocht Con Éireann –GRI1139MC

25.	DATE AND TIME FOR RECEIPT OF BIDS  
Tenderers are requested to log on to   www.etenders.gov.ie using either the message service or submission post-box available for this submission. Failure to Do So will eliminate a bidder from the Competition
Emailed or faxed Bids are not acceptable.  
The Bid shall arrive no later than 13.00 on Friday, 3rd July   2026

26.	DURATION OF CONTRACT
The contract is for an initial period of 2 years. The contract will be subject to performance reviews with the Group Stadia & Commercial Director and/or  his/her  nominated appointee against the Award Criteria set out in paragraph 28.2 below, the Objects of the Bid set out in Section A and more specifically to be provided for in the contract.  The contract may be terminated by Rásaíocht Con Éireann on one month’s notice as set out in paragraph 19 above.  The contract may be extended by the successful candidate for a further period of one year on request.

28.	QUALIFICATION AND AWARD CRITERIA
28.1	Qualification Criteria
“Qualification” means that a Bid can be considered for evaluation by RCÉ because of compliance with the basic requirements of this Invitation to Bid that is-
(i) That the services proposed match the scope specified in Section A;
(ii) The completeness of the bidding proposal documentation as stated in Section A paragraph 3, and is accompanied by specified documents, other requirements and certifications; and
(iii) Intending Bidders should note that bids which are not received on time (see paragraph 25) will be returned and will not be considered.

28.2	Award Criteria
28.2.1	Bids which comply with the Qualification Criteria specified in paragraph 28.1 above will then be evaluated substantively against the Award Criteria in paragraph 28.2.2 below.
28.2.2	In order to enable the RCÉ to determine which (if any) of the Bids submitted is most economically advantageous to RCÉ, RCÉ requires the Bids to be submitted based on the following criteria (which are weighted in accordance with their relative significance to the proposed contract as indicated after each criterion):



AWARD CRITERIA


	 
	Qualification Criteria
	% Weighting

	1
	Bids Submitted before deadline
	Pass/Fail

	2
	Tax Clearance
	Pass/Fail

	3
	Insurance
	Pass/Fail

	4
	Completion of Section D
	Pass/Fail

	5
	Submission of requested Documentation
	Pass/Fail

	 
	Award Criteria
	% Weighting

	
	
	

	A
	Signage management and general management arrangements
	10%

	B
	Ultimate Cost
	90%

	 
	TOTAL
	100%



28.2.3 The valid bid with the highest financial offer will receive the maximum score achievable under this criterion. 
28.2.5 RCÉ reserves the right not to proceed with the procurement process,

29.	CANCELLATION OF THE BIDDING PROCESS
	RCÉ reserves the right, at its discretion:
· to change the basis of, or procedures (including the timetable) relating to the Bidding Process;
· to reject any or all Bids;
· not to invite a Bidder to proceed further to any stage of the Bidding Process;
· not to furnish a Bidder with additional information in respect of any aspect of its requirements or otherwise;
· not to otherwise negotiate with a Bidder  in respect of the award of the Contract;
· not to proceed with any Bidding process
· to cancel at any stage the Bidding Process, or any part thereof, at any time.

In the event of cancellation of the Bidding Process, or any part thereof, Bidders will be notified of the cancellation by RCÉ.  Cancellation may occur where, for example:

· the procedure has been unsuccessful i.e. no qualitatively or financially worthwhile Bid has been received or there is no response at all;
· the economic or technical data of the Contract have been fundamentally altered;
· exceptional circumstances or force majeure render normal performance of the Contract impossible;
· there have been irregularities in the procedure, in particular where these have prevented fair competition; or
· As otherwise permitted or contemplated by these Bidders Competition

	SECTION D

Note:	This Section D is to be copied by the Bidder and the copy completed and signed where appropriate, is to be submitted with the Bid.

	1
	Name(s) of Bidder:

	

	2
	Address of Bidder:



	

	3
	Telephone Number:

	

	4
	Name Of Person Managing This Bid
	

	5
	Email Address:

	

	6
	Details of Certificate of Tax Clearance:
(please attach copy of certificate)
	

	7
	VAT Number (if applicable):

	

	8
	Name of Managing Director of Company (if applicable):
	

	9
	Name of Company Secretary 
(if applicable):
	

	10
	Number of employees 
(if applicable):
	

	11
	
	

	12
	Company Registration Number of Bidder  (if applicable):
(See section B paragraph 14)
	

	13
	Certificate of Incorporation of Bidder  (if applicable):
(please attach copy of certificate)
	

	14
	Copy of last annual return submitted to the Companies Registration Office
 (if applicable):
	

	15
	Name & Address of Banker:



	

	16
	
	

	17
	
	

	18
	
	

	19
	Confirmation in the form of the declaration below, signed by an officer of the Bidding Company duly authorised, that the Bidder is not excluded from this process for any of the reasons set out in paragraph 9 and paragraph 10 in Section B of this Invitation to Bid



DECLARATION
The Bidder declares that it is not excluded from the Bidding procedure in respect of the contract for any of the reasons set out in paragraph 9 or paragraph 10 in Section B of the Invitation to Bid.

DATED:        __________________________________

SIGNED:      __________________________________

PRINT NAME:   ________________________________


















[bookmark: _Hlk122538415]Appendix A – Pricing Proposal Structure and Matrix


Ultimate Cost proposal to be structured and provided below or be attached to this document.





















Appendix B – List of 525 yard events where alternative traps will be offered


	Unraced 525 Stake
	Cork
	525
	ON1
	30/05/2026
	13/06/2026

	A1 525 Stakes
	Cork
	525
	A1
	11/07/2026
	08/08/2026

	A3 525 Stakes
	Cork
	525
	A3
	24/07/2026
	14/08/2026

	A2 525 Stake
	Cork
	525
	A2
	22/08/2026
	05/09/2026

	Cork Mini-Open Stake
	Cork
	525
	AO
	29/08/2026
	12/09/2026

	Irish Greyhound Laurels
	Cork
	525
	AAO
	26/09/2026
	17/10/2026

	Laurels Plate
	Cork
	525
	AAO
	10/10/2026
	17/10/2026

	Bart Leahy Memorial A2
	Cork
	525
	A2
	25/09/2026
	17/10/2026

	On Faya Galway Oaks
	Galway
	525
	AAO (B)
	17/07/2026
	30/07/2026

	Time Confined Derby
	Limerick
	525
	A4
	29/05/2026
	27/06/2026

	Kennedy Cup 525
	Limerick
	525
	A3
	21/06/2026
	11/07/2026

	Pat Curtin Memorial Cup A4/A5
	Mullingar
	525
	A4/A5
	13/06/2026
	04/07/2026

	Irish Oaks
	Shelbourne
	525
	AAO (B)
	16/05/2026
	13/06/2026

	Shelbourne Mini Open 525
	Shelbourne
	525
	A0
	23/05/2026
	13/06/2026

	Shelbourne Unraced Stake
	Shelbourne
	525
	ON1
	19/06/2026
	27/06/2026

	Irish Puppy Derby (August '24 or younger)
	Shelbourne
	525
	AAO (J)
	04/07/2026
	25/07/2026

	Paddy Merriman Memorial A1 No BG 525
	Shelbourne
	525
	A1 (NoBG)
	11/09/2026
	03/10/2026

	Shelbourne Juvenile A1/A2 Cup (October '24 or younger)
	Shelbourne
	525
	A1/A2
	17/10/2026
	31/10/2026

	Shelbourne Unraced Stake
	Shelbourne
	525
	ON1
	13/11/2026
	27/11/2026

	Puppy Oaks (Nov '24 or younger)
	Shelbourne
	525
	AAO (BP)
	14/10/2026
	27/11/2026

	IGOBF National Puppy 525 Stake (October '24 or younger)
	Shelbourne
	525
	AAO (P)
	14/11/2026
	28/11/2026

	Christmas Oaks 525
	Shelbourne
	525
	AAO (B)
	05/12/2026
	19/12/2026

	Tipperary Cup
	Thurles
	525
	AAO
	13/06/2026
	04/07/2026

	A2 Stake (Current)
	Tralee
	525
	A2
	19/06/2026
	10/07/2026

	A4 Stake (Confined)
	Tralee
	525
	A4
	18/07/2026
	08/08/2026

	Kingdom Derby
	Tralee
	525
	AA0
	05/12/2026
	19/12/2026

	Mini Open Munster Oaks 525
	Waterford
	525
	A0 (B)
	08/08/2026
	22/08/2026

	Open Unraced Stake
	Waterford
	525
	ON1
	15/08/2026
	29/08/2026
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