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	SECTION A: REQUIREMENTS



1. Introduction – Teagasc National Centre for Brewing and Distilling 
Teagasc, the Irish Agriculture and Food Research Authority provides commercial pilot plant and research services for food industry customers and is a key enabler in the process of knowledge and technology transfer within the Irish prepared consumer foods sector. Teagasc has recently been granted funding to build a pilot scale marine biorefinery as part of a collaborative all Ireland research project with a core aim to harness underused marine resources from aquaculture, fisheries, and aquatic processing and convert them into valuable ingredients contributing to overall economic feasibility and process efficiency to ensure scalability.

2. Summary of Requirements
This competition is for the purchase of a Membrane Filtration System 
The Membrane Filtration System shall include all pumps, membranes, control systems, instrumentation, tubing, fittings, and ancillary equipment required for full operation of the system.
The unit must be operable by one to two people person and must allow for effective micro and ultrafiltration of marine fibres and proteins extracted from biomass and food products  
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Suppliers MUST provide all information relating to this requirement as requested on Appendix A. Responses will be scored accordingly by the Technical Evaluation team as set out in the Award Criteria in the RFT document.
Please ensure all cost submissions are kept separate and included in the Excel file entitled:
Appendix 2 – Pricing Schedule.







Key requirements for all equipment

1	Reliable equipment underpinned by proven technology.
2	Low maintenance costs.
3	Minimal calibrations including no need for product specific calibrations.
4	Robust equipment.
5	User-friendly and easy to operate.
6	Good user-friendly system for storing and managing results.
7	Good future-proofing capability i.e., ability to extend functionality by adding other units.
8	Agreed Program for Service and Maintenance
Technical Specification
This is the minimum specification required. All tenderers MUST meet or exceed this minimum specification to progress through the award criteria to cost evaluation. 
Additional functionality should be identified in the comments section to facilitate scoring under the award criteria.

Notes
· Where specifications include reference to manufacturer or brand names this is a result of difficulties in specifying the product required. In these instances, the phrase “or equivalent” is inferred. 
· Compliance with all the standards as regards health and safety, quality assurance and analytical protocols is expected.

It is acknowledged that each Tender’s product line may differ from these specifications. As such, each seller is free to propose variances from these specifications. Alternative proposals favourable to the Contracting Authority may be suggested. It is required, however, that, whenever a variance from these specifications occurs, the proposed item MUST meet or exceed the specified characteristics or level of performance.

3. Programme Requirements

 3.1    	Contractors are responsible for security of their own equipment, materials, etc. 
Prior to any deliveries, the successful tenderer(s) (and/or relevant sub-contractors, etc.) will be required to meet the representatives from Teagasc to clarify the requirements for Health & Safety, site access, services, etc. to ensure compliance with standard operating procedures, and other regulatory/ statutory requirements as appropriate.

Teagasc working hours are Monday to Friday from 9.00am to 5.00pm (Business Hours). Access to the site outside the Business Hours shall always be arranged through the appointed representative from the Teagasc. The delivery location will be:


Note: Working outside Business Hours may be required to comply with work programmes. Where this becomes necessary as a result of changes to the start dates set out above, all reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate same. 



	SECTION B: RESPONSE DOCUMENT



	REF
	PASS/FAIL CRITERIA
	PASS REQUIREMENT

	A1
	Applicant Summary
	Applicants must complete this section. If the Applicant is a grouping, then a separate questionnaire must be completed for each group member.

	A2
	Financial
	Applicants are required to self-declare compliance with the requirements.  

	A3
	Tax Compliance
	

	A4
	Insurance
	

	A5
	Accreditation
	A certificate confirming an accreditation (e.g. accredited partnership) exists between the Instrument source manufacturer and the Tenderer for the proposed solution, confirming the Tenderer’s ability as authorised provider of the solution to the Contracting Authority.

	A6
	Health & Safety
	Confirmation of Industrial Health and Safety Act requirements shall be provided for each item of proposed equipment.

	A7
	Previous Experience / References
	Applicants MUST provide acceptable evidence of having successfully carried out 2 previous contracts of a similar nature and scale. Teagasc reserves the right to contact the contract contacts provided for references.

	


Award Criteria:
	Ref
	Criterion
	Weighting
	Maximum Marks
	Minimum Marks

	B1
	Quality/Technical Merit
	35%
	3,500
	2,100

	
	· General/Functional Technical Requirements
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	Warranty, After sales support Technical Support & Training
	20%
	2,000
	1,200

	
	· Replacement & Spare Parts Availability
· Technical Support/Guaranteed Response Times 
· Warranty & After Sales Service
	
	
	

	B3
	Method Statement
	10%
	1,000
	600

	
	· Lead Time, Delivery & Installation
· Training & Documentation
	
	
	

	B4
	Sustainability & Environmental
	5%
	500
	N/A

	
	· Energy Efficiency
· Environmental & Waste Management
· Greener Supply Chain
	
	
	

	B5
	Ultimate Cost 
	30%
	3,000
	N/A

	
	· As per Appendix 2 Pricing Schedule

	
	
	

	TOTAL
	100%
	10,000
	



PLEASE NOTE
In the first instance, all submissions will be checked to ensure they meet the mandatory pass/fail requirements in Section A to determine compliancy and responsiveness. All submissions that meet the mandatory pass/fail criteria will be deemed to be compliant and responsive and will be assessed under the weighted criteria set out in Section B. Any submission that does not meet the mandatory pass/fail requirements will be deemed to be non-compliant and non-responsive and will be eliminated.
In relation to minimum score required - Tenderers should note that they must achieve a minimum rating set out for each of the individual qualitative criteria to avoid elimination from the competition.
Below is the Marking Scheme to be used in the Award Criteria.
	Score
	Classification

	0
	No response (complete non-compliance)

	1-19
	Poor response (Response is partially relevant and poor. Unacceptable.)

	20-39
	Unsatisfactory response (potential for some compliance but very major areas of weakness)

	40-59
	Less than Satisfactory response (one or more areas of major weakness)

	60-74
	Satisfactory and acceptable response (substantial compliance with no major concerns)

	75-89
	Fully satisfactory /very good response (fully compliant with requirements).

	90-100
	Outstanding response (fully compliant, with some areas exceeding requirements)



Formula for cost criteria:
Lowest price divided by price being evaluated multiplied by mark allocated for cost.
Suppliers please note:
· This specification document is designed to assist the contracting authority in its evaluation of your tender and to enable suppliers provide structured responses to key deliverables. It is structured to reflect the award criteria as set out in the RFT.
· Please note responses to individual questions will NOT be scored separately but collectively they will provide a basis for assessing the merits of the tenderer’s overall response to each award criterion and sub-criterion.
· Where specifications include reference to manufacturer or brand names this is a result of difficulties in specifying the product required. In these instances, the phrase “or equivalent” is inferred. 
· Compliance with all the standards as regards health and safety, quality assurance and analytical protocols is expected.
· It is acknowledged that each Tender’s product line may differ from these specifications. As such, each seller is free to propose variances from these specifications. Alternative proposals favourable to the Contracting Authority may be suggested. It is required, however, that, whenever a variance from these specifications occurs, the proposed item must meet or exceed the specified characteristics or level of performance.
· The award of any contract is subject to the successful tenderer meeting the required specification and standards as set out in this RFT and Appendix 1. Should the required specification and standards not be met,  Teagasc reserves the right, in consultation with the Contracting Authority, to award any contract to the next highest-ranked Tenderer.
· If the evaluation outcome results in a tie between two or more Tenders, then the Tender with the highest score for the highest weighted criterion shall be deemed the most economically advantageous tender. If the score remains in a tie, the remaining criterion will be assessed by the highest weighted until there is no longer a tie. If the score remains a tie after all criterion are assessed, the tenderers will be asked to submit a Best and Final Offer (BAFO).
The award of contract will be based on the Most Economically Advantageous Tender received, in accordance with the detailed award criteria and weightings set out above. 
A failure to answer question(s) may leave the contracting authority with insufficient information on which to base a thorough evaluation and in turn may result in loss of marks in respect of the relevant Award Criterion. Therefore, please ensure you complete ALL sections of this questionnaire.


	
APPENDIX A: PASS/FAIL CRITERIA



	A1. APPLICANT SUMMARY                                                                                                                                       Weighting: Pass/Fail only                                                                                                                                          Pass requirement: Applicants must complete this section

	Organisation Name
	

	Contact Name
	

	Address

	

	Telephone
	

	Email
	

	Legal Status (if any) (e.g. Company, Partnership, Sole Trader, etc.)
	



	
Below is a requirement of each Applicant

	Requirement
	Yes / No

	The Applicant must submit a signed Tenderers statement.as per Appendix 3 of the RFT
	Choose an item.
	The Applicant must submit a Signed Declaration as to Personal Circumstances. as per Article 45 of Directive 2004/18/EC & Regulation 53 of SI329); Appendix 4
	Choose an item.




	A2/A3/A4. FINANCIAL/ TAX COMPLIANCE / INSURANCE                                                            Weighting: Pass/Fail only                                                                                                                                          Pass requirement: Applicants must confirm that the meet the following minimum rules



	A2. Financial Summary

	Requirement
	Yes / No

	Average Annual Turnover for the last 3 Years > €600,000 and can provide evidence of this if required.
	Choose an item.


	A3. Tax Compliance

	Requirement
	Yes / No

	The Candidate holds a current and valid Tax Clearance Certificate(s) from the Revenue Commissioners or in the case of a Candidate outside of the Republic of Ireland hold or can provide an equivalent statement from the relevant taxation authority.
	
Choose an item.



	A4. Insurances

	Requirement
	Yes / No

	That the Candidate holds, or will hold should they be successful, the following insurances. Teagasc reserves the right to amend the requirements before a Contract is issued.
	

	Employer’s Liability - €13 million limit for any one claim or series of claims arising out of a single occurrence
	Choose an item.
	Public Liability - €6.5 million limit for any one claim or series of claims arising out of a single occurrence
	Choose an item.
	Product Liability - €2.6 million limit for any one claim or series of claims arising out of a single occurrence
	Choose an item.


Documentary evidence of economic and financial standing is not required at this stage of the Competition. Instead Candidates are asked to declare that they meet the minimum standards required by the Contracting Authority and will be in a position to produce the necessary documentation (e.g. bank statements, audited accounts, proof of insurance, etc.) if prior to any award of contract.






Technical & Professional Ability
	A5. Accreditation
	Yes / No

	A certificate confirming an accreditation (e.g. accredited partnership) exists between the Instrument source manufacturer and the Tenderer for the proposed solution, confirming the Tenderer’s ability as authorised provider of the solution to the Contracting Authority. 
Only required if Tenderer is not the manufacturer.

	Choose an item.	Insert  comments or reference to attached document/appendix in response

	A6. Health & Safety

	Confirmation of Industrial Health and Safety Act requirements shall be provided for each item of proposed equipment. Specifically, all equipment must operate below 80dB(A).
The Equipment must have a CE mark in accordance with this directive and must comply with the following directives but not limited to:
· 2014/68/EU the pressure equipment directive (PED).
· 2014/35/EU the electromagnetic compatibility directive (EMC).
· 2014/30/EU the low voltage directive (LVD).


	Choose an item.	Insert  comments or reference to attached document/appendix in response




	A7 Previous Contracts                                                              Weighting: Pass/Fail only                                                                                                                                               

	Applicants MUST provide acceptable evidence of having successfully carried out at least 2 previous contracts of a similar nature and scale over the past 5 years, carried out in the public or private sectors by providing a description of the contracts.
Where sub-contractors were used please indicate.
Note: Teagasc reserves the right to contact the referees on a confidential basis without reference back to the Tenderer.

	PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE (CONTRACT ONE)

	Title of Project 
	

	Client Name
	

	Client Contact Details
	Contact Name
	

	
	Contact E-mail Address
	

	
	Contact Telephone Number
	

	Annual Value
	

	Start Date
	
	End Date
	

	Please describe this contract in full to include the various modules that were delivered.

	Insert, expanding this table as necessary.

	Please outline the extent to which this contract is similar in nature and scale to the Contracting Authority’s current requirements.

	Insert, expanding this table as necessary.



	PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE (CONTRACT TWO)

	Title of Project 
	

	Client Name
	

	Client Contact Details
	Contact Name
	

	
	Contact E-mail Address
	

	
	Contact Telephone Number
	

	Annual Value
	

	Start Date
	
	End Date
	

	Please describe this contract in full to include the various modules that were delivered.

	Insert, expanding this table as necessary.

	Please outline the extent to which this contract is similar in nature and scale to the Contracting Authority’s current requirements.

	Insert, expanding this table as necessary.





















	
APPENDIX B: WEIGHTED CRITERIA



4. Requirement & Specification
All tenderers MUST confirm specification, and additional functionality should be identified in the comments section to facilitate scoring under paragraph 3.3 Award Criteria of the RFT.
Technical Specification
This is the minimum specification required. All tenderers MUST meet or exceed this minimum specification to progress through the award criteria to cost evaluation. 
Additional functionality should be identified in the comments section to facilitate scoring under the award criteria.
Notes
· Where specifications include reference to manufacturer or brand names this is a result of difficulties in specifying the product required. In these instances, the phrase “or equivalent” is inferred. 
· Compliance with all the standards as regards health and safety, quality assurance and analytical protocols is expected.

It is acknowledged that each Tender’s product line may differ from these specifications. As such, each seller is free to propose variances from these specifications. Alternative proposals favourable to the Contracting Authority may be suggested. It is required, however, that, whenever a variance from these specifications occurs, the proposed item MUST meet or exceed the specified characteristics or level of performance.

	Completing Responses Below:
Tenderers MUST complete the tables of requirements as follows. One initial only MUST be entered in the YNP column for each row:
YNP column:	 
	· Y:	Yes. Tenderer is confirming that his solution completely meets the requirement.
· N:	No. Tenderer is confirming that his solution does not meet the requirement.
· P:	Tenderer accepts that his solution only partially meets the requirement. Tenderer MUST explain the position. 


Note that “Y” indicates full compliance with Teagasc requirements. 

Please feel free to add suggestions as Further Information, where you can provide an alternative or improved idea to the stated requirement. It is acknowledged that each Tender’s product line may differ from these specifications.  As such, each seller is free to propose variances from these specifications, unless it is stated no variance will be accepted. Alternative proposals favourable to the Contracting Authority may be suggested. It is required, however, that, whenever a variance from these specifications occurs, the proposed item MUST meet or exceed the specified characteristics or level of performance.

All tenderers MUST respond in detail to each requirement, outlining whether and how their equipment can meet this requirement.  A response MUST be given to each requirement and MUST be completed.  Responses MUST be inserted into the relevant section.  Please ensure that all required information is included in your response. Neutral comments such as “Yes”  “No” will not be accepted as stating compliance

Note that the responses to these tables of requirements will form part of the contract between Teagasc and any selected Tenderer.



	State the Make and Model of Proposed Instrument
	Insert Comment



	B1. Quality/Technical Merit
Weighting: 35% (Maximum 3,500 points) / (Minimum Points Required 2,100):     


	General/Functional Technical Requirements

	Ref
	Requirement
	Y/N/P
	Comments

	1. 
	The equipment MUST perform microfiltration and  ultrafiltration with consistent, uniform transmembrane pressure.

It must be capable of handling feed volumes from 50 L upward.

Please clearly state the make, model and full specifications of the proposed equipment including the expected lifespan of the proposed equipment.

Please confirm and detail stating the cost in the Appendix 2 Pricing Schedule.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	2. 
	Tenderers MUST provide details of the physical dimensions of the equipment: length, width, height.

Please provide details.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	3. 
	Tenderers MUST provide details of the characteristics of the unit and as to how it can operate at very low and uniform TMP
Transmembrane Pressure (TMP) 

Please confirm and detail.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	4. 
	Tenderers MUST provide details of the gross weight and specify whether the item is equipped with wheels and can be moved.

Please confirm and detail.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	5. 
	Tenderers MUST provide details of the characteristics of the membrane system in terms of: 

· How your proposed membrane filtration system delivers low‑pressure high‑performance filtration
· Incorporates an advanced fouling‑control mechanism

Please confirm and detail.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	6. 
	Tenders SHOULD supply details of all available membranes for the system and outline costs, and detail must be provided on:

· Microfiltration (MF) Membranes
Pore sizes typically in the 0.1–1.0 µm range.

· Ultrafiltration (UF) Membranes
Molecular weight cut‑offs (MWCO) typically 10–300 kDa.


Please confirm and detail
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	7. 
	Tenderers MUST provide details of the power requirements: power supply, compressed air supply, gas (if needed), cylinders (if needed), fitting and ventilation.

Please confirm and detail.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	8. 
	Tenderers MUST provide details of the product loading (wet) and pumping procedure used

Please confirm and detail.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	9. 
	Tenderers SHOULD provide details of the possible applications in the Marine Sector with relevance to: 

· Recovering soluble proteins and peptides from fish processing water 

Purifying Collagen from fish skins, bones, and scales using ultrafiltration to concentrate peptides and remove fats and impurities.

· Clarifying and stabilising omega‑3‑rich fish oils


Please confirm and detail
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	10. 
	The equipment SHOULD be Modular, scalable, and compact with integrated pumps, instrumentation, PLC control and CIP compatibility

Please confirm and detail.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	11. 
	The equipment MUST comply with RoHs & EC Declaration of conformity.

Please confirm and provide 
Certificates with your submission
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	12. 
	Equipment MUST comply with relevant regulations for electrical, biological, chemical, noise and mechanical safety legislation.

Please confirm and detail
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	13. 
	If there are manufacturing defects known to the tenderer, they MUST identify such defects and state their policy regarding the repair of known defects. 

Please confirm and detail.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	14. 
	Safety protocols SHOULD be provided for all instruments with clear recommendations as to how and when they should be used.

Please confirm and detail.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	15. 
	Please provide downtime evaluations for Daily/ Weekly/ Monthly maintenance.

Please confirm and detail
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	16. 
	The equipment SHOULD be reliable with minimal breakdown time.

Please confirm and provide details
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	17. 
	Other upgradable features that can be provided by the supplier SHOULD be included.

Please confirm and detail.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	18. 
	The machine SHOULD allow easy operation, assembling, dismantling and cleaning. 

Please provide details if available.

	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	19. 
	Consumables for the instrument MUST have a shelf life of six months at the time of delivery where applicable.

Please confirm and provide details.

The cost for all consumables required must be outlined in the Appendix 2B consumables page of the Pricing Schedule.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	20. 
	The tendered equipment SHOULD include any Ancillary Equipment and membranes, upgradable features or Integration packages needed to ensure optimal operation of the equipment.

Please confirm and detail all necessary equipment, indicating the Cost, if any, in Appendix 2 Pricing Schedule.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	21.
	Please indicate any additional options available with your proposed solution which are not explicitly referred to above e.g., options to reduce annual running costs. 
Please confirm and detail indicating the cost, if any, in Appendix 2 Pricing Schedule.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	22.
	The tenderer MUST state when the model was introduced and when the system is likely to be superseded. If the model supplied be superseded within 1 year of commissioning, it is desirable that the tenderer undertake to replace or upgrade the supplied system/software with the new model at no extra cost to Teagasc
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	23
	The system shall be subject to acceptance testing during commissioning to demonstrate that the equipment operates in accordance with the specification.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment





	B2. Warranty, After Sales Service & Technical Support
Weighting: 20% 

	Replacement & Spare Parts Availability

	1

	The tenderer MUST provide confirmation of the availability of service and replacement parts for at least five (5) years after commissioning.

Please confirm and detail.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	2
	The Tenderer MUST state when the model was introduced, when it is likely to be superseded and for how long after purchase replacement parts will be available after purchase.

Please confirm and detail.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	Technical Support / Guaranteed Response Times

	3
	The Tenderer MUST provide a description of the arrangements and lead times for the provision of technical support, annual service/maintenance, emergency call-out response, and spare parts etc. 

Please confirm and detail.

	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	Warranty & After Sales Service

	4
	 The equipment MUST include a minimum 12-month full warranty covering parts and labour.

Tenderers MUST also provide a service and maintenance support arrangement for a minimum of three years following installation.

	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	5
	The Warranty MUST fully support the Hydraulics and Electric’s and includes parts and labour on site and replacement if required.

Please confirm and detail.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	6
	The contracting authority MUST have the ability to conduct its own maintenance without breaking the terms of any warranty. 

Please confirm and detail.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment





	B3. Method Statement
Weighting: 10% 

	Lead Time, Delivery & Installation

	1
	Give details of timeline for delivery, installation, commissioning, and training from the date the Purchase Order is received.

Please confirm and detail.

	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	2
	The installation & commissioning of the equipment MUST be carried out by the trained engineers with extensive experience. This entails the equipment being transported to the final location and unpacked and functioning correctly.
Installation shall include delivery, positioning of the equipment in the designated laboratory space, full system assembly, commissioning, calibration, and demonstration of operational performance.
Please confirm and detail indicating the cost, if any, in the Appendix 2 Pricing Schedule.

	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	3
	Delivery MUST include all shipping charges, insurance, customs duties, and all aspects as outlined in Delivered Duty Paid (DDP) incoterms. 

Delivery MUST be to:
National Prepared Consumer Food Centre,
Teagasc Food Research Centre, Ashtown, Dublin 15, D15 DY05, Ireland

Please confirm and detail indicating the cost, if any, in the Appendix 2 Pricing Schedule.


	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	4
	Please provide details of the logistics/supply chain to the point of customer delivery, i.e., where the goods will come from, how the goods will be transported and what borders the goods will cross. 

If relevant, please provide details of any cross-docking facilities and or warehousing.

Please confirm and detail.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	5
	Please provide details of any actions that have been taken to ensure the future timely supply and delivery of goods.

Please confirm and detail.

	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	6
	Please provide details of your contingency plans (alternative sources/routes of supply) for any delays in delivery.

Please confirm and detail.

	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	7
	Please provide details of the effects of any regulation change, if there are any, to the purchase of these goods 

Please confirm and detail

	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	Training & Documentation

	8
	Onsite Training MUST be provided to three (3) Teagasc operators on delivery.

Please confirm and detail indicating the cost, if any, in the Appendix 2 Pricing Schedule.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	9
	The operators training MUST include instruction on maintenance and Servicing of the machine

Please confirm & Detail.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	10
	One full set of workshop manuals, spare parts lists, and service schedules MUST be provided in both Hard and Soft Copy Format

Please confirm and detail.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment





	B4. Sustainability & Environmental
Weighting: 5% 

	Energy Efficiency

	1

	The Membrane System Machine SHOULD ideally have low running costs allowing the equipment to be as energy & economically efficient as possible. 

Please confirm and detail
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	Environmental & Waste Management

	2
	Tenderers SHOULD dispose of all Packaging & Waste after installation and commissioning has been completed.

Please confirm and detail 
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	3
	Please outline your Waste Management Plan/Policy
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	4
	Do you operate a formal environmental management system (EMS), if so, please provide copies of certification?

Please confirm and detail.
	Choose an item.	Insert Comment

	Greener Supply Chain

	5
	 Please outline any initiatives you have introduced to promote a greener supply chain such as

· Lower Carbon Footprint
· Lower consumption of plastic
· Reduce Waste
· Use more Green Energy
· Maximise Green Efficiencies
Please confirm and detail.

	Choose an item.	Insert Comment





Notes

· Where specifications include reference to manufacturer or brand names this is a result of difficulties in specifying the product required. In these instances, the phrase “or equivalent” is inferred. 
· Compliance with all the standards as regards health and safety, quality assurance and analytical protocols is expected.
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