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PANEL APPLICATION FORM
Please read this document in conjunction with the Invitation for Panel Membership document
	Contracting Authority:
	RCSI University of Medicine and Health Sciences

	Title:
	Establishment of a Panel for services of preclinical contract research organizations (CROs)

	Procedure:
	Panel under Competitive Procedure with Negotiation on the basis that the service comprises a Title III Service in accordance with Directive 2014/24/EU.

	Duration of Panel 
	The panel will be established for six (6) years with the option for additional annual advertising to recruit certain skills if required. 
Applications can be received at any time over the life of the Panels, any party who fails to qualify may re-apply at any time. 

	Name of Applicant 

	


	Areas of Interest (please tick as many areas as relevant to your organisation – note that during the life of the panel you can request amendment to your qualification where specialist areas change. 
	1. Disease Model Development and Validation
	

	
	2. Pharmacological Testing
	

	
	3. Efficacy Studies
	

	
	4. Safety and Toxicology Testing
	

	
	5. Mechanistic Studies
	

	
	6. Custom Research Services
	






[bookmark: _Toc170918301]SECTION A  - PASS/FAIL CRITERIA
	[bookmark: _Hlk503183487]A1.	APPLICANT SUMMARY
Weighting: Pass/Fail only
Pass requirement:  Applicants must complete this section.   


	[bookmark: _Toc415500061][bookmark: _Toc415500062]Applicant Company Name: 
	


	Address:
	

	Eircode/Postcode:
	


	Contact Person: 

	

	Position: 

	

	Office Telephone: 

	

	Email:

	

	Website: 

	

	Date of Establishment, if applicable
	

	VAT Registration No: 

	

	Legal Structure – Company (Ltd), Partnership, Sole Trader, any other 
	

	Overview of Organisation including services, supplies offered, and markets served
	



	Please confirm if you are an SME (Small and Medium Enterprise) as defined in Commission Recommendation 2003/361/EC*
	Yes
	
	No
	

	*Definition as per 2003/361/EC
The company of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) is made up of enterprises which employ fewer than 250 persons and which have an annual turnover not exceeding EUR50million, and/or an annual balance sheet total not exceeding EUR43million.






	A1b Relying on the Capacity of other Entities (see Section 3.9 above for instructions)
Applicants can rely on the capacity of other entities. If the Applicant wishes to rely on the capacity of other parties including sub-contractors to meet criteria and/or deliver elements of the contract, full details should be provided below.  

Section A of the PQQ must be completed by those parties, and the Prime Applicant must confirm that if successful that those other parties are available to deliver the services when required and may be required to co-sign the formal Services contract.

	Is the Applicant a Prime Applicant acting on behalf of a group of economic operators regardless of legal form of grouping?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	If yes, please provide the information below on the other parties in A1b and provide details below on the type of grouping e.g. consortium, joint venture, subcontracting etc.

	Is the Applicant a party upon whom the Prime Applicant is relying upon as part of their application?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	If yes please furnish a completed Section A of this PQQ to the Prime Applicant for submission 



	A1c Reliance on other Entities - Details and Contributions:

	Name
	Service to be delivered and/or criterion where Applicant is relying on their resources
	Section A 
including all sub-sections completed 

	
	
	Y
	
	N
	

	
	
	Y
	
	N
	

	
	
	Y
	
	N
	



	[bookmark: _Hlk134554928]Confirmation that relevant information is provided for all entities upon whose capacity the Applicant is relying upon and their agreement to participate has been secured. 
	Y
	
	N
	




	Self-Declaration Form (A2-A4) 

	A2Tax Compliance 

	Option 1:
I confirm and declare being tax compliant. The Contracting Authority can verify your tax clearance status through Revenue’s online facility at http://www.revenue.ie/en/online/tax-clearance.html  To this end, please confirm:
	Yes
	

	
	No
	

	Applicant Name:
	

	Tax Reference Number (PPSN):
	

	Access Number:
	

	Option 2:
I confirm that I hold a current valid Tax Clearance Certificate (generally relates to Non-Residents)
To this end, please confirm:
	Yes
	

	
	No
	

	Registration Number:
	

	Certificate Number:
	

	Option 3:
I confirm that I have applied for Tax Clearance status or a Tax Clearance Certificate which will be made available on request
	Yes
	

	
	No
	

	A3 Financial Capacity

	Financial Year
If turnover figures for 2024 are unavailable, please use 2023, 2022 and 2021.  
	2024
	2023
	2022

	Turnover
	€
	€
	€

	Month of financial year end
	
	
	

	I confirm that I will provide the following promptly on request at any time prior to the tender list being finalised: 
(Evidence of turnover for the past three financial years)
	Yes
	

	
	No
	

	I confirm that I will supply evidence of financial standing, by way of auditor’s letter, ensuring the applicant party has the financial capacity to pay its debts identified on the current statement of assets and liabilities as being the debts as they fall due.
	Yes
	

	
	No
	




	A4 Insurances

	I confirm that we have the following insurances in place and agree to upgrade to the specific levels where a contract award decision is pending. 

	Insurance Type
	Level in place
	Details of Excess
	Expiry Date

	Employer Liability
	€13 million
	
	

	Public Liability
	€6.5 million
	
	

	Professional Indemnity
	€1 million (this may need increase for a specific contract)
	
	

	I confirm that I will provide the following promptly on request at any time prior to the award decision being made: 
Evidence of insurances in place      
or 
Letter from Insurance Broker confirming that the required levels could be put in place if successful in the award of a contract
	Yes
	

	
	No
	

	I confirm that if successful, where the levels required under the contract are higher than those currently in our possession, I will be in a position to put the required forms and levels of insurances required in place promptly.
	Yes
	

	
	No
	

	Please note that the Contracting Authority will seek to verify self-declarations regarding financial capacity prior to next stage of the competition.

	Authorised Signatory:
	

	Name in Block Capitals:
	

	Position
	















	A5 Institutional Authorisation for Pre-Clinical Research Organisations 

	Weighting: Pass/Fail
Minimum requirement to remain eligible in the competition:  

Establishments must demonstrate that they are registered with and authorised by the competent authority in accordance with Article 20(1) of the Directive (2010/63/EU) and Regulation 35 of S.I. No. 543 of 2012, as amended by S.I. No. 434 of 2013, S.I. No. 174 of 2014, S.I. No. 552 of 2016 and S.I. No. 553 of 2018 (hereafter referred to as the Regulations) or if outside of the EU but within the GPA, must be certified to equivalent standards by a local competent body.


	Please ensure a copy of the relevant registration number / or certification is provided. 

Please duplicate where multiple registration/certifications are provided. 

	Registration Number 
	

	Copy of Certificate Provided – confirmation 
	Yes / No 






	 A6 - Declaration of Bona Fides (Under Public Sector Directive 2014/24/EU - Article 57)

	Weighting: Pass/Fail
Pass requirement: Applicants must complete, sign and date this Declaration. The Contracting Authority reserves the right at its discretion to exclude a non-compliant applicant under each heading.  This must be completed by each group member.

	Economic Operators will be excluded from the procurement process if, within the past five (5) years, there is evidence of a conviction relating to a specific criminal offence listed below (see 1.1) or if they have been the subject of a binding legal decision which found a breach of legal obligations to pay tax or social security contributions (see 1.2) (except where this is disproportionate e.g. where only minor amounts are involved).

	1.1
	Has the Economic Operator or a member of their proposed consortium, (if applicable), Director, or Partner or any other person who has powers of representation, decision or control, been convicted of any of the following offences?
	Yes
	No

	
	
	Please indicate your answer by marking ‘X’ in the relevant box

	1.1a
	participation in a criminal organisation, as defined in Article 2 of Council Framework decision 2008/841/JHA;
	
	

	1.1b
	corruption, as defined in Article 3 of the Convention on the fight against corruption involving officials of the European Communities or officials of Member States of the European Union and Article 2(1) of Council Framework Decision 2003/568/JHA as well as corruption as defined in Irish Law or the jurisdiction in which the Economic Operator is established;
	
	

	1.1c
	fraud within the meaning of Article 1 of the Convention on the protection of the European Communities’ financial interests;
	
	

	1.1d
	the subject of a conviction for terrorist offences or offences linked to terrorist activities or for inciting or aiding or abetting or attempting to commit an offence;
	
	

	1.1e
	the subject of a conviction for money laundering or terrorist financing;
	
	

	1.1f
	the subject of a conviction of child labour and other forms of trafficking in human beings;
	
	

	1.2
	Non-payment of taxes or social security obligations
Has it been established by a judicial or administrative decision having final and binding effect in accordance with Irish law or the legal provisions of the country in which the Economic Operator is established (if outside Ireland), that the Economic Operator is in breach of obligations related to the payment of tax and social security contributions?
If the response to 1.2 above is in the affirmative, please provide further information on the decision and the amounts involved.
	
	





	An Economic Operator who answers ‘Yes’ in any of the situations set out in paragraphs 2.1.a to 2.1.i will be excluded.

	2.1
	Please indicate if any of the following situations have applied, within the past three (3) years, or currently apply, to your organisation.

The Economic Operator:
	Yes
	No

	
	
	Please indicate your answer by marking ‘X’ in the relevant box

	2.1a
	has, in the performance of any public contract, failed to comply with applicable obligations in the field of environmental, social and labour law applying at the place where the works were carried out or the services provided, as established by EU law, national law, collective agreements or by international, environmental, social and labour law listed in Annex X of Directive 2014/24/EU;
	
	

	2.1b
	is bankrupt or the subject of insolvency or winding-up proceedings, its assets are being administered by a liquidator or by the court, or has entered into an arrangement with creditors, suspended its business activities or is in any analogous situation arising from a similar procedure under national laws and regulations;  
	
	

	2.1c
	is guilty of grave professional misconduct which renders its integrity questionable;
	
	

	2.1d
	has entered into agreements with other Economic Operators aimed at distorting competition;
	
	

	2.1e
	has a conflict of interest within the meaning of Article 24 of 2014/24/EU that cannot be effectively remedied by other, less intrusive, measures;
	
	

	2.1f
	confirms that it has had prior involvement in the preparation of the procurement procedure which has resulted in a distortion of competition, as referred to in Article 41 of 2014/24/EU, that cannot be remedied by other, less intrusive, measures;
	
	

	2.1g
	has shown significant or persistent deficiencies in the performance of a substantive requirement under a prior public contract, a prior contract with a contracting entity, or a prior concession contract, which led to early termination of that prior contract, damages or other comparable sanctions.
	
	

	2.1h
	· is guilty of serious misrepresentation in supplying the information required for the verification of the absence of grounds for exclusion or the fulfilment of the selection criteria; or
· has withheld such information or is not able to submit supporting documents required under Article 59 of Directive 2014/24/EU; or
	
	

	
	· 
	
	

	2.1i
	has undertaken to:
· unduly influence the decision-making process of the contracting entity, or
· obtain confidential information that may confer upon the applicant undue advantages in the procurement procedure; or
· negligently provide misleading information that may have a material influence on decisions concerning exclusion, selection or award.
	
	

	Declaration re Statutory Obligations

	We confirm that we are fully compliant with the following legislation, or equivalent legislation in our country of establishment / operation:
	Yes
	No

	(i)
	Employment Equality Acts 1998-2011
	
	

	(ii)
	Equal Status Acts 2000-2011
	
	

	(iii)
	National Minimum Wage Act 2000 as amended
	
	

	(iv)
	Organisation of Working Time Act 1997 as amended
	
	

	(v)
	Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 and Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (General Application) Regulations 2007
	
	

	(vi)
	Disability Act 2005
	
	

	(vii)
	General Data Protection Regulation 2016/679
	
	

	(viii)
	We have procedures in place to ensure that our subcontractors, if any are used for this contract, apply the same standards.
	
	

	Article 5K Declaration
EU Regulation 2022/576 on restrictive measures in the Context of Russian Actions in the Ukraine

	A.
	In the light of Russian actions in the Ukraine, the European Council adopted a new regulation – EU Regulation 2022/576, aimed at restricting participation in economic activity by economic operators from the Russian Federation.  Article 5K of the Regulation prohibits the award or continuation of contracts falling within the scope of the Public Procurement Directives to persons or undertakings related to the Russian Federation.  To comply with EU Regulation 2022/576, the Contracting Authority is seeking a declaration from economic operators to this effect.

	B. 

	I declare that none of the exclusions specified in EU Regulation 2022/576 apply to any party associated with this application.  
	Yes 
	No

	
	
	
	

	This Declaration is made for the benefit of the Contracting Authority  
I certify that the information provided in this declaration is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief.  I understand that the provision of inaccurate or misleading information in this Declaration will lead to my organisation being excluded from participation in this and future Applications and I am signing on behalf of:

	Name of Economic Operator:
	

	Authorised Signatory:
	

	Name in Block Capitals:
	

	Position:
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[bookmark: _Toc170918302]SECTION B - WEIGHTED CRITERIA
	B1 Previous Experience

	Weighting: Maximum Score 6000 marks/Minimum score 3000

Minimum requirement to remain eligible in the competition: Applicants should refer to instances within the last five years which demonstrate that they have successfully delivered services of a comparable nature, scope, scale and complexity on one (1) occasion.  The contract referenced for consideration should provide comprehensive information to enable the Contracting Authority to determine their comparability to the requirements of this procurement as detailed in Section 6. 

This criterion will be evaluated on the totality of your submission. A maximum page limit of 6 A4 pages using a font size of 11 applies. The Contracting Authority reserves the right to seek further information to verify compliance.


	The contracts listed should be chosen to demonstrate your firm’s skills, efficiency, experience and reliability in the relevant areas of expertise. All fields should be completed in full. In the event that the information requested on the value of contracts or identity of clients is considered confidential, Applicants must ensure that they provide sufficient information to allow the Contracting Authority to judge the similarity of these contracts to the services required.

Relying on the Capacity of other Entities:
If this application is not from a single entity, then the referenced contracts should reflect the totality of the contributions of all parties involved including relevant third parties (identified at A2b) above to the successful delivery of each contract where applicable as part of each question for each contract. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk144302767]Reference Contract #1 

	[bookmark: _Hlk148626431]Client Name:
	

	Contact Name:
	

	Contact email:
	

	Delivery Date:
	From
	
	To
	

	Contract Value:
	€
	Period value refers to
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk144302731][bookmark: _Hlk144302688]Nature of project and models used


	

	List any journal publications (if relevant)


	

	Were any welfare refinements to the procedures made through the duration of the project?


	

	Were all the project timelines/milestones met? If not explain reasons


	

	Was project delivered within budget? If not explain reasons


	

	Please provide any additional information considered relevant. 
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	B2  Quality, Health and Safety and Welfare  

	Weighting: Maximum Score 3000 marks/Minimum score 1500.
Minimum requirement to remain eligible in the competition: Applicants must demonstrate compliance and have systems in place to ensure compliance and to promote best practice and continual improvement in terms of quality, health, safety and welfare.  Reference to commitment to the Three Rs Guiding Principles or equivalent would also be relevant in this response.  The Contracting Authority reserves the right to seek further information to verify compliance.

This should include:

· Adherence to Good Laboratory Practice (GLP) and other regulatory standards to ensure high-quality and reliable data.

· Adherence to with all the relevant health, safety and welfare standards to include Directive 2010/63/EU, Regulation (EU)2019/1010 and the ‘Three Rs’ (or equivalent). 

· Policies, procedures and protocols for; continuous professional development, continuous improvement of practice as part of quality assurance and the implementation of EURL ECVAM recommendations.

· Measures in place to ensure a collaborative approach is taken with RCSI, pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, academic institutions and government agencies.

This criterion will be evaluated on the totality of your submission. A maximum page limit of 6 A4 pages using a font size of 11 applies. The Contracting Authority reserves the right to seek further information to verify compliance.





ENTER RESPONSE HERE 



	B3 Sustainability 

	Weighting: Maximum Score 1000 marks
Minimum score: n/a

Minimum requirement to remain eligible in the competition: Applicants must describe their systems or measures in place at organisational level that which will promote sustainability and reduce any harmful impact on the environment associated with delivering the relevant services including initiatives that support the circular economy and social and community inclusion.  

This criterion will be evaluated on the totality of your submission. A maximum page limit of 4 A4 pages using a font size of 11 applies. The Contracting Authority reserves the right to seek further information to verify compliance.





ENTER RESPONSE HERE 
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