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Part 1: Introduction
[bookmark: bkContractingAuth]SFSI (Sustainable Food Systems Ireland) is a consortium of public bodies that are responsible for the agriculture (including aquaculture) and food sectors in Ireland. 
The SFSI consortium members are:
· Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine
· Teagasc - The Agriculture & Food Development Authority
· Food Safety Authority of Ireland
· Bord Bia - The Irish Food Board
· Enterprise Ireland
[bookmark: _Hlk202433484]All SFSI consortium members are contracting authorities in their own rights.
The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine is an SFSI consortium member. The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) (the “Contracting Authority”) is issuing this request to participate (“RTP”) in a Dynamic Purchasing System (“DPS”) on behalf of all SFSI consortium members. 
SFSI consortium members shall be henceforth referred to as DPS “Owners”.
The following entities (each a “DPS Client”) may award (or “Call Off”) contracts (each a “Services Contract”) under the DPS Agreement in accordance with the rules set out in the form of DPS Agreement set out at Appendix 4.  The Contracting Authority and all SFSI consortium members are also DPS Clients.
1. Ministers of the Government of Ireland, Central Government Departments, Offices, and non-commercial Agencies and Organisations which have a formal reporting and legal relationship to Central Government Departments, including all local authorities in Ireland (themselves including regional assemblies, local enterprise boards, and library bodies); 
This DPS is being established in accordance with the European Union (Award of Public Authority Contracts) Regulations 2016 (SI 284 of 2016) (‘the Regulations’).

1.1 The Contracting Authority invites requests to participate (“Applications”) from economic operators (“Candidates”) for appointment to a DPS  for the provision of the services described in Appendix 1 to this RTP (“the Services”). 

1.2	Summary of the Services: 
The DPS covers the provision of individual external experts to provide expertise in agriculture, food and sustainable systems. 

 The DPS covers the provision of the services as described in Appendix 1. The services covered by this DPS are divided into nine (9) Groupings or Lots. Those Groupings/ Lots are as follows:

	Lot Number
	Lot Title 

	1
	Agri-food Industry

	2
	Food Systems

	 3
	Environment and Climate

	 4
	Food Safety

	 5
	Animal Health and Welfare

	6
	Agricultural Information and Digital Systems

	7
	Innovation and Research Systems

	8
	Knowledge Transfer (KT), Advisory and Extension Systems

	9
	Agri-food Economics



1.3       DPS
The DPS will be hosted on eTenders (the “Electronic Platform”).  All communications arising out of or in connection with the DPS will be by electronic means.   No hard copy documents will be issued or accepted, and all communications with the Contracting Authority will be via the Electronic Platform.  
The Contracting Authority shall give all candidates, including any Candidates that were not successful at the time the DPS was established, the possibility of requesting to participate throughout the entire period of validity of the DPS.  
Any Candidate that submits an Application in response to this RTP and meets the selection criteria will be invited to tender for Services advertised under the lot(s) on this DPS which they are eligible to compete for. 
The DPS is a two stage process:
Stage 1 – Application to the DPS: 
Stage 1 involves the seeking of Applications to participate in the DPS.  Candidates can submit an Application in response to this RTP. The Application will be assessed as to whether it is compliant and meets the selection criteria in section 3.2 of this RTP and for each Grouping/Lot applied for.  Candidates who submit applications that meet the selection criteria will be admitted to the DPS.

Candidates may apply for admission to the DPS, or re-apply in the case of Candidates excluded for non-compliance or who failed initially to satisfy the selection, after the DPS has been established and at any point during the period of its validity, if they satisfy the compliance and selection criteria at a later date. 
Stage 2 – Mini Competition for DPS members for specific Contract(s): 
Stage 2 involves the Contracting Authority inviting, on behalf of any of the DPS Owners and through the electronic platform, all suitable admitted Candidates within the DPS (each a “DPS Member”) to tender for specific contract(s) by way of a ‘Mini-Competition’ Request for Tenders (RFT).  The Contracting Authority shall invite all suitable admitted DPS Members to submit an RFT for each specific Contract(s) under the relevant Grouping/Lot in the DPS. A contract awarded as a result of a mini-competition may be awarded by any of the DPS Owners. Each mini-competition will identify the DPS Owner(s) proposing each specific contract. 

1.4	Overview of the DPS Process 
This is an overview of the electronic process Candidates must follow when submitting an Application for admittance to the DPS:
1. Register as a supplier on eTenders;
2. Login to the Electronic Platform;
3. Review DPS material for this DPS on the Electronic Platform;
4. Complete online the electronic European Single Procurement Document (“eESPD”);
5. Complete the DPS Application Response Document (ARD) in relation to the selection criteria as detailed in section 3.2 of this RTP.
Applications will be assessed to ensure that they meet all selection criteria as outlined in this RTP:
a. If the application meets the criteria, the Candidate will be sent confirmation via the Electronic Platform of admittance to the DPS and DPS Agreement for signature. 
b. If the application does not meet the criteria outlined in this RTP, the Candidate will not be admitted to the DPS and will be notified accordingly via the Electronic Platform. (There will be an opportunity to re-apply for admittance onto the DPS at any stage should the Candidate be able to demonstrate that the criteria can be met.)
2. As needs arise, the Contracting Authority will draft and publish DPS ‘Mini-Competition’ RFT(s).  These will contain the specific details and requirements that are required to carry out the contract(s) that are to be procured under that DPS Mini Competition. 

3. Suitable DPS participants will be invited to apply to compete for all relevant DPS Mini Competitions.  

1.5	Term
	The DPS that may result from this public procurement process (the “Competition”) will, subject to paragraph 1.7 below, be for a period of validity of 6 years (“the Term”). 
1.6	Change in the period of validity (Term)
	The Contracting Authority reserves the right to change the Term in accordance with the termination provisions set out at Clause 17 of Appendix 4: the Dynamic Purchasing System Agreement.
1.7 	Expenditure, order of magnitude and frequency of contracts to be awarded
	The Contracting Authority estimates that the aggregate expenditure on the Services to be covered by the proposed DPS may amount to some €2,400,000 (excl. VAT) over the Term.  

	Candidates must understand that all figures listed in this section 1.7 are estimates only, based on current and future expected services. 
1.8 	Participation
Contracting Authority policy seeks to encourage participation on a fair and equal basis by Small and Medium Enterprises (“SME”s) in this DPS.  SMEs that believe the scope of this Application is beyond their technical or business capacity are encouraged, subject to paragraph 2.5, to explore the possibilities of forming relationships with other SMEs or with larger enterprises.  Through such relationships they can participate and contribute to the successful implementation of any Services Contracts that may result from this Application and therefore increase their social and economic benefits. 
Larger enterprises are also encouraged, subject to paragraph 2.5, to consider the practical ways that SMEs can be included in their proposals to maximise the social and economic benefits of any Services Contract(s) that may result from this Application.
	
	





Part 2: Instructions to Candidates
2.1	Important Notices
2.1.1	While every effort has been made to provide comprehensive and accurate information in all notices and documents prepared for the purposes of this DPS, the Contracting Authority does not accept any liability or provide any express or implied warranty in respect of any such information.  Candidates must form their own conclusions about the solution needed to meet the requirements set out in this RTP and may wish to consult their legal advisers.
2.1.2	The Contracting Authority does not bind itself to accept any Application.  
This RTP does not constitute an offer or commitment to establish a DPS and/or to enter into a DPS Agreement.  
Admittance of a Candidate to the DPS will not take place unless and until a DPS Agreement has been signed by the Candidate and the Contracting Authority, and a formal message confirming the Candidate’s DPS admittance has issued by or on behalf of the Contracting Authority (‘DPS Admission’). 
Admittance of a Candidate to the DPS does not guarantee the award of any Services Contract.  
No contractual rights in relation to any DPS Owner will exist unless and until a formal Services Contract has been executed by or on behalf of the DPS Owner. Any notification of preferred bidder status by the Contracting Authority shall not give rise to any enforceable rights by the Candidate. 
	The Contracting Authority may cancel this DPS at any time prior to a formal DPS Admission or terminate the DPS at any time during the Term in accordance with the termination provisions set out at clause 17 of the DPS Agreement.
DPS Admission or award of a Services Contract under a DPS Mini-Competition does not confer exclusivity on the successful Candidate(s).
Candidates should note that the Contracting Authority or a DPS Owner  shall be under no obligation to purchase any minimum value of Services under the DPS Agreement or any Services Contract.
 
2.2	Compliant Applications
2.2.1	If a Candidate fails to comply in any respect with the requirements of this paragraph 2.2.1, the Contracting Authority reserves the right to reject the Candidate’s Application as non-compliant or, without prejudice to this right and subject to its obligations at law, to take any other action it considers appropriate including but not limited to:
· seeking written (electronic) clarification from the Candidate;
· seeking further information from the Candidate;
· waiving a requirement, which in the Contracting Authority’s view, is non-material or procedural.
Candidates are required:
	(a)	To complete and submit the electronic European Single Procurement Document (“eESPD”) online.  Alternatively, Candidates may submit an eESPD which has already been used in a previous procurement procedure PROVIDED THAT they confirm that: (i) the information contained in it continues to be correct and (ii) that they satisfy the Selection Criteria for this DPS as set out at part 3.2 below;
	(b)	To submit all documentation which this RTP requires to be submitted; 	
(c)	To follow the format of this RTP and respond to each element in the order as set out in this RTP;
	(d)	To conform to and comply with all instructions and requirements set out in this RTP;
	(e)	To submit the statement required under paragraph 2.4 below; and
	(f)	Not to alter or edit this RTP in any way.
2.2.2	Without prejudice to the generality of paragraph 2.2.1, failure to comply with paragraph 2.6.1, 2.6.2 or 2.6.3 below will render the Application non-compliant and it will be rejected.
2.3	DPS Agreement 
2.3.1	Candidates should also note the terms and conditions of the DPS Agreement set out at Appendix 4 to this RTP.
2.3.2	Candidates are required to confirm their acceptance of the DPS Agreement in the Candidate’s Statement at Appendix 3.  Candidates may not amend the DPS Agreement.
2.4	Acceptance of RTP Requirements
Each Candidate is required to accept the provisions of this RTP.  ALL CANDIDATES MUST RETURN, with their Application, a signed copy of the Candidate’s Statement, as set out in Appendix 3.  Candidates may not amend the Candidate’s Statement.
2.5	Consortia and Prime / Subcontractors
Where a group of undertakings  (in whatever form and regardless of the legal relationship between them) come together to submit an application in response to this RTP the Contracting Authority will deal with all matters relating to this DPS through the entity who will carry overall responsibility for the performance of the Service Contract only (the “Prime Contractor”), irrespective of whether or not tasks are to be performed by a subcontractor or other consortium member (the “Subcontractor”).  The Candidate must clearly and comprehensively set out the name, title, telephone number, postal address, facsimile number and email address of the nominated contact personnel of the Prime Contractor authorised to represent the Candidate and to whom all communications shall be directed and accepted until this DPS has been completed or terminated.  Correspondence from any other person (including from any Subcontractor) will NOT be accepted, acknowledged or responded to.  
2.6	Application Submission Requirements
2.6.1	Applications must be submitted via the electronic postbox available on www.etenders.gov.ie (the “Electronic Platform”).  Only Applications submitted to the electronic postbox will be accepted.  Applications submitted by any other means (including but not limited to by email, fax, post or hand delivery) will NOT be accepted.  
	Candidates must ensure that they give themselves sufficient time to upload and submit all required documentation before the initial Application Deadline (as defined in paragraph 2.6.2) has passed.  Candidates should take into account the fact that upload speeds vary.   There is a maximum of 500MB for the total (combined) documents sent to the electronic postbox.  In order to submit a document to the electronic postbox, please note that you must click “Submit Response”.  After submitting you can still modify and re-send your response up until response deadline.  Candidates should be aware that the “Submit Response” button will be disabled automatically upon the expiration of the initial response deadline.

After this initial period, the “Submit Response” button will then be reactivated and applications may be submitted at any time during the lifetime of this DPS.

2.6.2	 Application Deadline
Initial Applications must be received not later than 12:00 noon  on 10/10/2025 (the “Application Deadline”).  

2.6.3	Applications must be submitted in English.
2.6.4	Each candidate is limited to submitting one Application in its own capacity and one Application as part of a consortium/ group of undertakings under this RTP for admittance to the DPS. 
This means that an applicant can register as an individual and as a Practice or group of practices or Consortium/Group of Undertakings.

2.6.5	All parts of the Applications must be submitted in soft copy to the Electronic Platform and must be compiled such that they can be read immediately using a PDF Reader.  The Contracting Authority is not responsible for corruption in electronic documents. Candidates must ensure electronic documents are not corrupt. 
2.6.6	Economic operators, who do not supply an Application or meet the exclusion grounds or selection criteria at the time the DPS is initially established, may apply or re-apply subsequently for admission to the DPS at any point during the period of its validity.
2.7	Queries and Clarifications
2.7.1	All queries relating to any aspect of this RTP or of the Candidate’s Application must be directed to the messaging facility on the Electronic Platform. Queries in relation to this RTP for the initial establishment of the DPS will be accepted no later than 12:00 noon 30/09/2025, unless otherwise published by the Contracting Authority. Any queries in relation to this DPS must be directed to the messaging facility on the eTenders Electronic Platform.  For the avoidance of doubt, Candidates may not directly contact the Contracting Authority using any means other than the eTenders messaging facility regarding any aspect of this DPS.
2.7.2	All responses to queries will be issued by the Contracting Authority via the messaging facility on the Electronic Platform. Where appropriate, queries may be amalgamated. Candidates should note that the Contracting Authority will not respond to individual Candidates privately.
2.7.3	The Contracting Authority reserves the right to issue or seek written clarifications via the Electronic Platform.
2.7.4	The Contracting Authority reserves the right, at any time before the Application Deadline, to update or amend the information contained in this document and/or to extend the Application Deadline.  Participating Candidates will be informed of any such amendment or extension through the Electronic Platform.
2.7.5	Candidates should ensure that they register their interest in this DPS, by clicking on the “Accept” button on the Electronic Platform, in order to receive all responses to queries and other updates in relation to this DPS.
2.8	Application Costs
2.8.1	All costs and expenses incurred by Candidates relating to their participation in this DPS shall be borne by and are a matter for discharge by the Candidates exclusively.
2.9	Confidentiality 
2.9.1	All documentation, drawings, data, statistics, information, patterns, samples or material disclosed or furnished by the Contracting Authority to Candidates during the course of this DPS:
(a)	are furnished for the sole purpose of replying to this RTP only;
(b)	may not be used, communicated, reproduced or published for any other purpose without the prior written permission of the Contracting Authority;
(c)	shall be treated as confidential by the Candidate and by any third parties (including subcontractors) engaged or consulted by the Candidate; and
(d)	must be returned immediately to the Contracting Authority upon cancellation or completion of this DPS if so requested by the Contracting Authority. 



2.10	Environmental, Social and Labour Law
2.10.1	In the performance of any Service Contract awarded, the successful Candidate(s) and their Subcontractors (if any), shall be required to comply with all applicable obligations in the field of environmental, social and labour law that apply at the place where the Services or related services are provided, that have been established by EU law, national law, collective agreements or by international, environmental, social and labour law listed in Annex X of Directive 2014/24/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council on Public Procurement (the “Directive”).
2.10.2	Candidates shall be required to include an undertaking to comply fully with the provisions of Council Directive 2001/23/EC of 12 March 2001 on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to the safeguarding of employees’ rights in the event of transfers of undertakings, business or parts of undertakings or business and as implemented in Irish law by Statutory Instrument S.I. No. 131 of 2003, the European Communities (Protection of Employees on Transfer of Undertakings) Regulations 2003 and to indemnify the Contracting Authority for any claim arising or loss or costs incurred as a result of its failure or incapacity to fulfil its obligations under the said Directive and Statutory Instrument.
2.10.3	The Protection of Employees (Temporary Agency Work) Act 2012 (the “2012 Act”) provides that an Agency Worker (as defined in the 2012 Act) is entitled to the same basic working and employment conditions as those which apply to employees recruited directly by the Hirer (as defined in the 2012 Act) to do the same or a similar job.  Where the provision of the Services will involve the provision to the Contracting Authority of Agency Workers (within the meaning of the 2012 Act), Candidates should ensure that they consider their obligations under the 2012 Act when pricing their Application.  The Contracting Authority shall have no liability for any increase in salaries that may be payable as a result of the application of the 2012 Act to the provision of the Services.
2.11	Publicity
No publicity regarding this DPS or any DPS Admission, DPS Mini Competition, or Service Contract pursuant to this DPS is permitted unless and until the Contracting Authority has given its prior written consent to the relevant communication. 
2.12	Registerable Interest 
Any Registerable Interest involving any Candidate or Subcontractor and the Contracting Authority, members of the Government, members of the Oireachtas, or employees and officers of the Contracting Authority and their relatives must be fully disclosed in the Application or, in the event of this information only coming to the notice of the Candidate or Subcontractor after the submission of an Application, must be communicated to the Contracting Authority immediately upon such information becoming known to the Candidate/Subcontractor. The terms “Registerable Interest” and “Relative” shall be interpreted as per Section 2 of the Ethics in Public Office Acts 1995 and 2001, copies of which are available at www.irishstatutebook.ie. The Contracting Authority will, in its absolute discretion, decide on the appropriate course of action, which may in appropriate circumstances include eliminating this Candidate from this DPS or a DPS Mini-Competition or terminating any DPS Agreement and / or Service Contract entered into by such Candidate. 
2.13	Anti-Competitive Conduct
Candidates’ attention is drawn to the Competition Act 2002 (as amended, the “2002 Act”). The 2002 Act makes it a criminal offence for Candidates to collude on prices or terms in a public procurement competition. 
2.14 Industry Terms Used in this RTP
Where reference is made to a particular item, source, process, trademark, or type in this RTP then all such references are to be given the meaning generally understood in the relevant industry and operational environment. 
2.15	Freedom of Information
2.15.1	Candidates should be aware that, under the Freedom of Information Act 2014, information provided by them during this DPS may be liable to be disclosed.
2.15.2	Candidates are asked to consider if any of the information supplied by them in their Application should not be disclosed because of its confidentiality or commercial sensitivity.  If Candidates consider that certain information is not to be disclosed because of its confidentiality or commercial sensitivity, Candidates must, when providing such information, clearly identify such information and specify the reasons for its confidentiality or commercial sensitivity.  If Candidates do not identify information as confidential or commercially sensitive, it is liable to be released in response to a Freedom of Information request without further notice to or consultation with the Candidate. The Contracting Authority will, where possible, consult with Candidates about confidential or commercially sensitive information so identified before making a decision on a request received under the Freedom of Information Act.
2.16	Tax Clearance
It will be a condition to enter into any Service Contract resulting from this DPS that the successful Candidate(s) shall, for the term of such contract(s), comply with all EU and domestic tax laws.  Candidates are referred to www.revenue.ie for further information.  Prior to the award of any Service Contract arising out of this DPS, the successful Candidate shall be required to supply its Tax Clearance Access Number and Tax Reference Number to facilitate online verification of their tax status by the Contracting Authority.  By supplying these numbers the successful Candidate acknowledges and agrees that the Contracting Authority has the permission of the successful Candidate to verify its tax cleared position online.
2.17	Conflicts of Interest
Any conflict of interest or potential conflict of interest on the part of a Candidate, Subcontractor or individual employee(s) or agent(s) of the Candidate or Subcontractor(s) must be fully disclosed to the Contracting Authority as soon as the conflict or potential conflict is or becomes apparent.  In the event of any actual or potential conflict of interest, the Contracting Authority may invite Candidates to propose means by which the conflict of interest might be removed.  The Contracting Authority will, at its absolute discretion, decide on the appropriate course of action, which may in appropriate circumstances include eliminating a Candidate from this DPS or any DPS Mini-Competition or terminating any DPS Agreement or Service Contract entered into by a Candidate. 
2.18	Withdrawal from participation in this DPS
Candidates are required to notify the Contracting Authority immediately, via the Electronic Platform, if at any stage they decide to withdraw from participation in this DPS.  
2.19	Site Visit
Not Used
2.20	Insurance 
2.20.1	The successful Candidate(s) shall be required to hold, for the term of any Service Contract awarded pursuant to a DPS Mini- Competition, insurances of the type and to the level specified (if specified at all) in each DPS Mini-Competition. Candidates should note that they are not obliged to have insurances in place in order to enter into a DPS Agreement with the Contracting Authority.
2.20.2	By signing the Candidate’s Statement at Appendix 2, Candidates confirm, that if awarded a Service Contract arising from a DPS Mini Competition pursuant to the DPS Agreement, they will, from the Effective Date of the Service Contract (as defined in the Service Contract), obtain and hold the types and levels of insurance as specified (if any) in the relevant RFT. A formal confirmation from the Candidate’s insurance company or broker to this effect will be requested from the successful DPS Member(s) prior to the award of (and shall be a condition of) any Service Contract.
2.20.3	The successful Candidate will, during the term of the Service Contract, be required to:
	(a)	immediately advise the Contracting Authority  of any material change to its insured status;
	(b)	produce proof of current premiums paid upon request;
	(c)	produce valid certificates of insurance upon request.
	
	

	
	


Part 3: Selection Criteria
3.1	Compliant Applications
3.1.1	Only those Candidates who have:-
1. Submitted compliant Applications pursuant to part 2.2 above, and
1. Declared by way of eESPD that no grounds for exclusion of the Candidate pursuant to Article 57 of the Procurement Directive (the “Exclusion Grounds”) apply to them or that, where any such Exclusion Grounds apply, and where the Candidate is not precluded from doing so under Article 57(6) (final paragraph) of the Directive, it can provide evidence to the effect that measures taken by the Candidate are sufficient to demonstrate its reliability despite the existence of any relevant Exclusion Ground, and
1. Declared by way of eESPD that they satisfy the selection criteria for this DPS as set out in part 3.2 below (the “Selection Criteria”), 
will be admitted to the DPS.
3.1.2	Subcontractors:-
Candidates can apply as individuals, as a Consortium or as a group of contractors (this can include specialised recruitment agencies).  Candidates should note that where a Candidate (Prime Contractor) is relying on the capacity of other entities (Subcontractors) for the purposes of fulfilling any of the Selection Criteria in part 3.2 below it must: (i) complete and submit a separate ESPD in respect of each such Subcontractor and (ii) when requested by the Contracting Authority, submit proof, to the satisfaction of the Contracting Authority, that each such Subcontractor will place the necessary resources at the disposal of the Prime Contractor. 
Where a Candidate (Prime Contractor) intends to subcontract any share of any Service Contract to a Subcontractor, but is not relying on the capacity of such Subcontractor for the purposes of fulfilling any of the Selection Criteria in part 3.2 below, it must submit a separate ESPD in respect of such Subcontractor completing those sections of the ESPD which are specified in section D of the ESPD for this DPS. 
However, notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this part 3.1, the Contracting Authority reserves the right to ask Candidates at any moment during the DPS to submit any or all of the following for the purposes of verification of the status of the Candidate (including the Prime Contractor and any Subcontractor): (i) a Declaration in the form attached at Appendix 3; (ii) evidence to the effect that measures taken by the entity concerned are sufficient to demonstrate its reliability despite the existence of a relevant Exclusion Ground; (iii) in the case of the Prime Contractor and any Subcontractor on whose capacity the Prime Contractor relies, all or any of the supporting documents specified at paragraph 3.2 below:
If, upon request by the Contracting Authority, a Candidate does not provide evidence which is considered by the Contracting Authority as sufficient to demonstrate (i) its fulfilment of the Selection Criteria (or any one of them) in accordance with this RTP and (ii) the absence of Exclusion Grounds, or its reliability despite the existence of a relevant Exclusion Ground, it shall not be admitted to the DPS or shall be excluded from this DPS.
If , upon request by the Contracting Authority, a Candidate does not provide evidence which is considered by the Contracting Authority as sufficient to demonstrate (i) the fulfilment by any Subcontractor on whose capacity the Prime Contractor relies of the Selection Criteria (or any one of them) in accordance with this RTP and (ii) the absence of Exclusion Grounds in respect of any Subcontractor, or the reliability of any Subcontractor despite the existence of a relevant Exclusion Ground, it shall be excluded from  participation in this DPS unless it replaces the Subcontractor with one which meets all relevant requirements of this RTP.



3.2	Selection Criteria
50

Candidates will either pass OR fail each of the Selection Criteria in this part 3.2.  In the event of one or more of the Selection Criteria achieving a fail, the Candidate will not be admitted to this DPS.
In order to be admitted to the DPS, Candidates must ensure compliance with each of the following requirements set out below. In addition to the DPS application response document, the Candidate will be required to provide further detail as outlined in this RTP document.
Requirements:  
· Candidates must complete and submit with their application the electronic version of the European Single Procurement Document (“eESPD”)
· Candidates must fully complete the relevant sections of the DPS Application Response Document (“ARD”) in Appendix 2 in line with instructions provided in the document. 
· Candidates must sign and submit the Candidate’s Statement in Appendix 3.
· Candidates must submit a completed CV template.
Candidates please note that they must submit the necessary documents in respect of each lot they wish to participate in. Failure to submit the necessary documentation for any lot will result in a candidate not being considered for admittance to that lot.
The Contracting Authority may require candidates to submit supporting documents at any stage of the process via electronic means, no later than 5 calendar days from the time of the request, unless notified otherwise in writing, via the Electronic Platform. Failure to provide the requested documentation in the specified time may, at the discretion of the Contracting Authority, result in the refusal of their Application or the removal of the Candidate(s) from the DPS having already being admitted. 
However, where the Candidate is unable, for a valid reason, to provide the specified documentation, the Candidate must inform the Contracting Authority of the reason why the documentation cannot be supplied and, if the Contracting Authority considers the reason given to be valid, provide such other suitable alternative documentation to prove, to the satisfaction of the Contracting Authority, their economic and financial capacity. Candidates may rely on the capacities of other entities in order to meet the Selection Criteria.
The information/documentation required above must be provided in the Candidate’s Application Response Document.
3.3	Notification
	3.3.1
	The Contracting Authority will notify Candidates of its decision in relation to the establishment of the DPS and/or of the outcome of their Application to participate in the DPS.  


3.4	DPS Agreement
3.4.1	The successful Candidate(s) must sign and return the DPS Agreement(s) to the Contracting Authority no later than seven calendar days from the date of request by the Contracting Authority.  A signed DPS Agreement returned by the successful Candidate(s) is not binding on the Contracting Authority until the Contracting Authority has signed the DPS Agreement in accordance with paragraph 2.1.2 above.

Appendix 1: Requirements and Specification


1. [bookmark: _Toc424217595]SECTION 1 – INTRODUCTION TO SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS IRELAND (SFSI)  

As a producer of the highest-quality food and drink, the vast majority of which is exported around the world, Ireland has developed robust and integrated systems governing its agriculture (including aquaculture) and food. In areas like food safety, traceability, animal health and welfare, productivity and breeding, sustainability and innovation, Ireland’s government-sponsored services are world-class.

SFSI is a consortium of public bodies that are responsible for the agriculture (including aquaculture) and food sectors in Ireland.  Covering diverse technical and skills domains, SFSI is charged with developing long-term relationships internationally based on the transfer of Irish knowledge, expertise and technologies, in support of the development of safe, secure and sustainable value chains in agri-food.

 The SFSI consortium members are: 

	ORGANISATION
	ROLE

	Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine

	Parent Ministry and competent authority for policy, legislation, and enforcement; provision of veterinary and EU payments agency services. 


	Teagasc 
The Agriculture & Food Development Authority
	Science-based innovation in the agri-food sector and broader bioeconomy; provides integrated research, education and extension services to the sector.


	Food Safety Authority of Ireland
	Central competent authority responsible for enforcement of food legislation to protect Irish consumers and the consumers of Irish food around the world.


	Bord Bia
The Irish Food Board
	Promotes and develops markets for Irish food and drink and manages Ireland’s national sustainability programme (Origin Green).


	Enterprise Ireland
	Invests in the capability and capacity of the Irish food industry and promotes Ireland as a location for inward investment in food.



SFSI consortium members can co-operate internationally using a variety of inputs:
 
· expertise in project and programme design
· government-to-government advice
· delivery of technical assistance
· organisation of training and study tours 
· project and programme monitoring, reviews and evaluation
· impact evaluation
· creation of financing models for industry support.

SFSI consortium membership provides expertise to support partner governments and organisations globally in the following areas:

· formulating agricultural (including aquaculture), food and marine sectoral policy, strategies and programmes
· building regulatory systems and institutional capability 
· strengthening food safety at all stages of the supply chain
· protecting standards of animal health and welfare and expertise in veterinary services
· systems for animal identification, registration and movement control
· traceability in the food chain
· establishing and improving research and innovation in agriculture (including aquaculture) and food
· knowledge transfer, agricultural education and extension services and systems
· establishment of producer groups and co-operatives
· developing and embedding sustainability programmes at primary and processor levels  
· SME development and company funding support systems
· export promotion in food or commodity sectors 
· creation and marketing of national or regional brands

The Executive Team of SFSI undertakes business development, project preparation and delivery, project management and administration and coordination activities on behalf of the Consortium Members and is the point of contact for overseas clients - governments, agencies and other organisations.  The Team can negotiate participation in international food, agriculture (including aquaculture) and rural development projects through direct business development activities and through engaging in open and restricted tenders on behalf of the Consortium members.

The SFSI Executive team is a Unit of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and oversees the administration of this DPS including External Expert appointments on behalf of the Consortium Members.


2. [bookmark: _Toc408570161][bookmark: _Toc424217597]SECTION 2 - SCOPE OF REQUIREMENTS

2.1. Description of the Fields Covered by the Request For Applicants To Participate

The consortium members will use existing/internal staff resources to provide services. However, they require external experts to supplement the existing resources where necessary. SFSI wishes to invite external applicants to put themselves forward to be included on a list of prospective contract candidates under the Dynamic Purchasing System procurement rules.

The purpose of this Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS) is to establish a list of external experts in agriculture, aquaculture, food and sustainability for the provision of expertise to partner and client organisations.

The required skills domains are broken down by fields, sub-fields and sub-sectors.  The following are the fields and sub-fields of interest:

	Lot No.
	 Lot Title
	
	 Lot Detail - Expertise Areas Sought

	1.
	Agri-food Industry
	a.
b.
c.
	Company development
Food/feed processing
Agri-food entrepreneurship

	
	
	d.
	Marketing, market access and market development

	
	
	e.
	Quality, Quality Assurance schemes, food safety management systems

	
	
	f.
	Value chain development including supply chains

	
	
	g.
h.
	Food innovation and food technology
Producer groups and co-operative development

	
	
	i.
	Food industry skills development and training

	2.
	Food Systems
	a.
	Food policy and governance 

	
	
	b.
	Sectoral strategic planning and policy

	
	
	c.
	Rural economy and rural development

	
	
	d.

	Food systems research, analysis, M&E and decision-making tools

	
	
	
	Financing and investment for food systems

	3.
	Environment and Climate
	a.
	Soils and water

	
	
	b.
	Biodiversity

	
	
	c.
	Climate change – GHG mitigation

	
	
	d.
	Climate change – adaptation and resilience

	
	
	e.
	Bioeconomy and circular economy

	4.
	Food Safety
	a.

	Food safety regulatory systems, compliance and enforcement


	
	
	b.
	Official controls - veterinary public health, trade and certification

	
	
	c.
	Official controls - phytosanitary, plant health and residues

	
	
	d.
	Laboratory services 

	
	
	e.

	Food law, regulations and standards


	
	
	f.
	Food safety management systems

	
	
	g
	Risk Analysis

	5.
	Animal Health and Welfare
	a.
	Disease surveillance, control and eradication

	
	
	b.
	Zoonoses, AMR, ABP and TSEs

	
	
	c.
	Animal welfare

	6.
	Agricultural Information and Digital Systems
	a.
	Animal identification, movement and registration systems

	
	
	b.
c.
	Food and feed traceability
Land management and payment systems

	
	
	d.
	Farm management and decision tools

	7.
	Innovation and Research Systems
	a.
	 Innovation Ecosystems

	
	
	b.

	Innovation management and technology transfer


	
	
	c.
	Research Commercialisation

	8.
	KT, Advisory and Extension Systems
	a.
	Farm Advisory Services

	
	
	b.
	Farmer education and vocational training

	9.
	Agri-food Economics
	a.
	Socio-economic research and/or consultancy

	
	
	b.
	Gender and youth inclusivity

	
	
	c.
	Monitoring and Evaluation

	
	
	d.
	Regulatory Impact Assessments






SFSI also wishes to categorise the experience of applicants by sub-sector: 
	Sub-sectors
	a.
	Dairy

	
	b.
	Meat - beef and sheep  

	
	c.
	Meat - poultry and pig

	
	d.
	Fisheries and aquaculture

	
	e.
	Forestry and agro-forestry

	[bookmark: _Hlk29896637]
	f.
	Prepared consumer foods

	
	g. 
	Ingredients and nutritional products

	
	h.

	Beverages


	
	i.
	Novel foods

	
	j.
	Animal nutrition

	
	k.
	Animal breeding and genetics

	
	l.
	Crop production and agronomy

	
	m.
	Horticulture

	
	n.
	High-tech crop production systems

	
	o.
	Organics

	
	p.
	Conservation and regenerative agriculture

	
	q.
	Tropical agriculture

	
	r.
	Arid and semi-arid agriculture



External experts with a proven track record of achievement in designing or implementing national, regional, international, company or sectoral programmes/systems in one or more of these fields and sub-sectors are required.  Experts must have experience of at least one field.

The requirements are tailored to address the specific needs of governments and organisations globally in order to maximise the relevance and effectiveness of this service to clients.

Reference to “the list” in this document will mean the list of external experts in agriculture, aquaculture, food and sustainability intended to be established as a result of this RTP.


3. ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF THE SFSI LIST OF EXTERNAL EXPERTS

[bookmark: _Toc424217599]3.1	Request For Applicants To Participate (RTP) and selection of experts included in the list

Applicants are invited to submit an Application Response Document (ARD) according to the rules set out in this RTP notice. In the event that applications are received from companies, partnerships or other organisations, specific individual natural person(s) must be clearly identified in the application as the experts that are to be considered for inclusion on the list.

The objective of this RTP is to invite applications from individuals with a view to establishing a list of prospective external expert candidates having the relevant expertise in the fields and sub-sectors identified above.

Inclusion on a list entails no obligation on the part of the SFSI members concerning the award and/or conclusion of any legally binding contract(s). 

All applicants who fulfil the criteria set out in this notice (Appendix 1) and meet the selection criteria in 3.2 in Part 3 of this RTP will be included as candidates on the relevant list. 

The list resulting from this notice is valid for a period of four (6)years from the date of publication of this RTP.  This list is a renewal and updating of the list of SFSI External Experts first created under a Call for Expressions of Interest published on 31st July 2015 and extended on 1st August 2018.

Any interested person may submit an application at any time from the date of publication of the RTP  until 30 days BEFORE the expiration date of the list.

Applications must be submitted by completing and submitting the application form at Appendix 2 of this RTP.  Applications which fail to comply with this formal requirement will not be evaluated further.  The application form can also be downloaded from www.agriculture.gov.ie/.

Candidates are required to notify the Contracting Authority immediately, via the Electronic Platform, if at any stage they decide to withdraw from participation in this DPS.

The list shall be broken down into the nine fields described in Section 2.1 of this RTP.  They must specify the field(s) and sub-sectors within which their expertise lies.  They must specify the field(s) and sub-sectors for which they are applying to be listed. Applicants may apply to be included in one or more fields and one or more sub-sectors.  Applicants may also specify the geographic regions to which they are NOT willing to travel and be deployed.  

[bookmark: _Hlk40095480]It is expected that each field would have a minimum of five candidates.  However, SFSI reserves the right to use shorter lists where there are insufficient numbers of experts.

Applications to be considered for inclusion on to the list can be made at any time, subject to the provisions of Section 3.1.6 above. Applicants will be notified within fifteen (15) working days of receipt of their application whether or not they have been included on the list of External Experts.

Successful applicants included on the list will be invited to tender for specific projects concerning their field of expertise (as specified in Section 2.1) as they arise. Tenderers will be evaluated against specific award criteria and a contract will be awarded to the successful tenderer.  Further details are provided at Section 3.3.
[bookmark: _Toc424217600]
3.2	Terms and Conditions of being admitted to the list

Without prejudice to other requirements stated elsewhere in this RTP, admission to the list will be conditional upon the expert formally agreeing, at the time of notification of the decision to the applicant that they are to be admitted to the list, to the terms and conditions of the list as set out in this RTP.  

Upon application to the list, applicants are asked to provide a Curriculum Vitae (CV) to SFSI.  The applications and CVs of listed candidates will be maintained by SFSI for the duration of the list.  CVs may be shared with global partner and client organisations for the purpose of developing new business and tendering proposals for projects by SFSI.  Applicants must confirm their consent to share their details in this manner by completing the relevant box (Appendix 2 A3) on the application form attached to this RTP.  Refer also to section sub-section 3.9 of this Section. 

SFSI also retains the right to seek evidence of appropriate Insurance Indemnity before deployment on projects. See also subsection 2.21 of this RTP. 

Experts admitted to the list that are successful in an RFT issued subsequent to this RTP may be included in SFSI proposals or tenders to external clients for the delivery of expertise as and when project opportunities arise over the duration of the list.

Successful SFSI tender proposals (awarded to an SFSI member) will each have a lead consortium member as signatory to a client contract – DAFM, Enterprise Ireland, Teagasc, FSAI or Bord Bia, or any other DPS Client.

Alternatively, an external partner firm of the consortium may be designated by the SFSI Executive Team as the party contracting with the client on behalf of the SFSI consortium.

The admission of an expert to the list or any subsequent award of contract to an expert does not give rise to any exercisable employee rights or terms.

The admission of an expert to the list or a contract award from the list does not confer exclusivity on the successful expert(s).

The Executive Team of SFSI shall be responsible for the management of the list of experts, having sole oversight and access to the database.


3.3 [bookmark: _Toc424217602]Appointment of an Expert

Throughout the process, the SFSI Executive Team (through their appointed Experts Coordinator) shall:

· Create and maintain Expert lists
· Draft or Approve the TOR
· Ensure all candidates in the field(s) relevant to the TOR and to the particular project requiring the service are invited to tender
· Evaluate tenders
· Prepare Expert Appointment File
· Draft Contracts
· Maintain records

3.4 [bookmark: _Toc424217603]Fees, Travel & Subsistence Expenses 

Applicants should note that fee and expense rates and arrangements will vary by contract; alternatives include:

· an inclusive daily rate, where additional payments for subsistence will not be made
· daily rate plus per diem to cover subsistence costs
· daily rate plus reimbursable costs

In all cases, international economy airfares will be covered by the Contracting Authority. 

Applicants are not required at this stage to indicate daily fees. For market information purposes only, the average daily fee rate paid to senior experts for in-country field work currently falls within the range of €350 to €650. 

Invoicing arrangements will be agreed with the successful tenderer(s) following award of each specific contract following an RFT.  Any contract entered into on foot of this RTP is subject to the Prompt Payment of Accounts Act and compliance with contract terms. Tenderers should note that details of payments made may be published in line with Public Sector Reform requirements.

There is no guarantee services will be drawn down over the term of the contract.  

3.5 [bookmark: _Toc424217604]Withholding Tax 

All professional fees paid to external experts will be subject to Professional Services Withholding Tax (PSWT) which will be deducted on settlement of invoices.

3.6 [bookmark: _Toc424217605]Geographical Reach 

As assignments may arise worldwide, all applicants will be invited to indicate any regions in which they would NOT like to be considered for work assignments.

3.7 [bookmark: _Toc424217606]Assignment Duration 

It is anticipated that external experts will predominantly be required for one or multiple short-term field assignments from one day requirements to multiple days or weeks not necessarily continuous over the term of any contract awarded following an ITT. However, SFSI may also require long-term residential experts (12 months or longer). Applicants are invited to state if they are interested in long-term residential assignments.

3.8 [bookmark: _Toc424217608]Data Protection

Any personal data provided by the Applicant shall be processed pursuant to Data Protection Laws. It shall be processed solely for the purpose to manage applications in view of the selection by SFSI consortium members and in accordance with the provisions of Section 3.2 of this Appendix 1 of this RTP  and the Application Form at Appendix 2. The expert shall have the right of access to his/her personal data and the right to rectify any such data that is inaccurate or incomplete. Should the expert have any queries regarding the processing of his/her personal data, he/she shall address them to the Data Protection Officer of the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine.

“Data Protection Laws” means all applicable national and EU data protection laws, regulations and guidelines including but not limited to Regulation (EU) 2016/679 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, and repealing  Directive 95/46/EC (the “General Data Protection Regulation”), and any guidelines and codes of practice issued by the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner or other supervisory authority for data protection in Ireland from time to time.  The Contracting Authority will be a Data Controller (where Data Controller has the meaning given under the Data Protection Laws) in respect of any Personal Data (where Personal Data has the meaning given under the Data Protection Laws) required to be provided by the Tenderer in response to this RTP.  The Applicant, as Data Controller in respect of any Personal Data provided by it in its Application, is required to confirm by way of statement that all Data Subjects (where Data Subject has the meaning given under the Data Protection Laws) whose Personal Data is provided by the Applicant have consented to the processing of such Personal Data by the Applicant, the Contracting Authority, the Evaluation Team and the supplier of the etenders.gov.ie website, for the purposes of the participation of the Tenderer in this Panel or that the Tenderer otherwise has a legal basis for providing such Personal Data to the Contracting Authority for the purposes of its participation in this Panel.  




3.9 OVERVIEW OF HOW THE MINI-COMPETITIONS WILL OPERATE 
An SFSI Consortium Member or any other DPS Client shall issue a Request for Tender (RFT) by way of ‘mini-competition’ under this DPS for each contract it proposes to award in accordance with the award of contract procedure set out at clauses 5 and 6 of the DPS Agreement. Full details of the requirements and the process will be included in the individual DPS Mini-competition RFT. 


3.10 SUPPLY SPECIFICATION FOR DPS MINI-COMPETITIONS

DPS Members will be required to provide expertise to the Contracting Authority, partner and client organisations in accordance with this DPS Agreement and any Service Contract awarded. 

As indicated above, at RFT stage, suitable DPS Members will be invited to submit a response to an RFT ‘mini-competition’. Mini-competitions may be held in respect of any combination of the fields, sub-fields and sub-sectors  set out in 2.1. 


3.11 DURATION 
It is proposed to run this DPS for a maximum period of 6 years, subject to change.
The duration of contracts awarded from mini competitions held under this DPS will be outlined in each mini competition.

3.12 CONTRACT OPTIONS
During the lifetime of the DPS the Contracting Authority  may choose to utilise different approaches to the market other than those set out above.  If the Contracting Authority elects to change their approach to the market, full details will be set out at DPS Mini-Competition stage in the relevant RFT.  


3.13 MANAGEMENT PROVISIONS 

Good management of the DPS Agreement is critical for the successful delivery of the Services and related services and for the achievement of continuous improvement in performance over the life of the DPS Agreement. 

The Successful Practice/Consortium/Company/DPS Member will be required to comply with the DPS Agreement Management Provisions contained in the DPS Agreement. 

In these cases the DPS Member must appoint a dedicated Account Manager.  Full details (including CVs) of the Key Account Manager must be provided to the Contracting Authority with each Application and updated by the DPS Member from time-to-time if there are any changes thereto.   Change in the identity of the Key Account Manager, who will be deemed Key Personnel, may not be made without the prior written consent of the Contracting Authority.  In the event that the Contracting Authority, in its sole discretion, is dissatisfied with the performance of Key Account Manager, it may require that a replacement, with appropriate experience, be appointed by the DPS Member within a timeframe to be specified by the Contracting Authority.

This Clause does not apply to Sole Traders.


3.14 CONTRACT SPECIFICATIONS 
Specific details of each contract will be included in any mini competitions arising from this DPS.

3.15 LOCATION 
Full location details will be provided within individual Mini-Competitions. 

3.16 DURATION 
The Contract terms will vary on a contract by contract basis, and may be extended. This will be outlined in individual mini competitions. 

3.17 TRAVEL AND SUBSISTENCE 
This will be outlined in individual mini competitions.

3.18 CONTRACT TERMS
 This will be outlined in individual mini competitions.

3.19 PENSION ABATEMENT 
If the contractor was previously employed in the Civil Service or in the Public Service please note that the Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme and Other Provisions) Act 2012 includes a provision which extends abatement of pension for all Civil and Public Servants who are in receipt of remuneration from the State where a Public Service pension is in payment. This provision to apply abatement across the wider public service came into effect on 1 November 2012. This may have pension implications for any person awarded a contract who is currently in receipt of a Civil or Public Service pension or has a preserved Civil or Public Service pension which will come into payment during the contract. 

3.20 PRIOR APPROVAL OF PUBLICATIONS
The contractor agrees not to publish material related to his or her contract for services provided. 

3.21 CONFLICT OF INTEREST
For specific contracts only, the Contractor may not engage in private practice during the period of time of engagement with the Contracting Authority.  For all contracts, the Contractor may not be involved with any outside business which may interfere with the provision of services, conflict with or compromise the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. Full details will be included in RFT for individual Mini Competitions.  






[bookmark: _Toc424217611][bookmark: _Hlk40094261]APPENDIX 2 – APPLICATION FORM

	ESTABLISHMENT OF A LIST OF EXTERNAL EXPERTS  
Selection Criteria & Rules 

	REF
	PASS/FAIL CRITERIA
	PASS REQUIREMENT

	A1
	Applicant Summary
	
Applicants must answer this section. 


	A2
	Declaration
As to Personal Circumstances of Candidate 

	
Applicants must complete, sign and date this Declaration. Applicants that are non-compliant under any of the headings will be automatically disqualified. 


	A3
	Consent on use of CVs and Profiles   
	Applicants must sign and date this Consent.

	
	
	

	B1
	Technical Qualification
	Applicants must demonstrate that they have a relevant Third Level qualification in the field applied for and/or a minimum of 15 years’ experience in the relevant filed.

	B2
	Relevant Technical Experience
	Applicants must demonstrate that they have 5 years’ experience at senior management level (within the last 10 years) in the agri-food (including aquaculture) or fisheries sector relevant to the fields identified in Section 2 – Scope of Requirements.

	




SECTION A - PASS/FAIL CRITERIA

A1.	APPLICANT SUMMARY
Weighting: Pass/Fail only
Pass requirement: Applicants must answer this section. If the applicant is a grouping, then a separate questionnaire must be completed for each group member. 





	SUMMARY CONTACT

	Name:  
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Address of applicant:


	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Telephone:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Email:
	Click or tap here to enter text.



Note 1. Without prejudice to the principle of equal treatment, SFSI is not obliged to engage in a clarification process in respect of applications with missing or incomplete information. Therefore, applicants are advised to ensure that they return FULLY COMPLETED applications in order to avoid the risk of elimination from the competition.

Please indicate the fields of interest you are applying for by ticking the “Yes” column:
	Lot No 
	Lot Title
	Yes
	
	Lot Detail - Expertise Areas Sought

	1.
	Agri-food Industry
	☐	a.
	Company development

	
	
	☐	b.
	Food/feed processing

	
	
	☐	c.
	Agri-food entrepreneurship 

	
	
	☐	d.
	Marketing, market access and market development

	
	
	☐	e.
	Quality, Quality Assurance schemes, food safety management systems

	
	
	☐	f.
	Value chain development including supply chains

	
	
	☐	g.
	Food innovation and food technology

	
	
	☐	h.
	Producer groups and co-operative development 

	
	
	☐	i.
	Food industry skills development and training

	2.
	Food Systems
	☐	a.
	Food policy and governance 

	
	
	☐	b.
	Sectoral strategic planning and policy

	
	
	☐	c.
	Rural economy and rural development

	
	
	☐	d
	Food systems research, analysis, M&E and decision-making tools

	
	
	☐	e.
	Financing and investment for food systems

	3.
	Environment and Climate
	☐	a.
	Soils and water

	
	
	☐	b.
	Biodiversity

	
	
	☐	c.
	Climate change – GHG mitigation

	
	
	☐	d.
	Climate change – adaptation and resilience

	
	
	☐	e.
	Bioeconomy and circular economy

	4.
	Food Safety
	☐	a.
	Food safety regulatory systems, compliance and enforcement 

	
	
	☐	b.
	Official controls - veterinary public health, trade and certification

	
	
	☐	c.
	Official controls - phytosanitary, plant health and residues

	
	
	☐	d.
	Laboratory services 

	
	
	☐	e.
	Food law, regulations and standards

	
	
	☐	f.
	Food safety management systems 

	
	
	☐	g.
	Risk Analysis

	5.
	Animal Health and Welfare
	☐	a.
	Disease surveillance, control and eradication

	
	
	☐	b.
	Zoonoses, AMR, ABP and TSEs

	
	
	☐	c.
	Animal welfare

	6.
	Agricultural Information and Digital Systems
	☐	a.
	Animal identification, movement and registration systems

	
	
	☐	b.
	Food and feed traceability

	
	
	☐	c.
	Land management and payment systems

	
	
	☐	d.
	Farm management and decision tools

	7.
	Innovation and Research Systems
	☐	a.
	Innovation ecosystems

	
	
	☐	b.
	Innovation management and technology transfer

	
	
	☐	c.
	 Research commercialisation

	8.
	KT, Advisory and Extension Systems
	☐	a.
	Farm Advisory Services

	
	
	☐	b.
	Farmer education and vocational training

	9.
	Agri-food Economics
	☐	a.
	Socio-economic research

	
	
	☐	b.
	Gender and youth inclusivity

	
	
	☐	c.
	Monitoring and Evaluation

	
	
	☐	d.
	Regulatory Impact Assessments





Please indicate your sub-sector(s) of experience by ticking YES/No in the left column:
	
	Y/N
	
	

	Sub-sectors
	☐	a.
	Dairy

	
	☐	b.
	Meat - beef and sheep  

	
	☐	c.
	Meat - poultry and pig

	
	☐	d.
	Fisheries and aquaculture

	
	☐	e.
	Forestry and agro-forestry

	
	☐	f.
	Prepared consumer foods

	
	☐	g. 
	Ingredients and nutritional products

	
	☐	h.
	Beverages

	
	☐	i.
	Novel foods

	
	☐	j.
	Animal nutrition

	
	☐	k.
	Animal breeding and genetics

	
	☐	l.
	Crop production and agronomy

	
	☐	m.
	Horticulture

	
	☐	n.
	High-tech crop production systems

	
	☐	o.
	Organics

	
	☐	p.
	Conservation and regenerative agriculture

	
	☐	q.
	Tropical agriculture

	
	☐	r.
	Arid and semi-arid agriculture






 A2. 	DECLARATION AS TO PERSONAL CIRCUMSTANCES OF CANDIDATE
Weighting: Pass/Fail only
Pass requirement: Applicants must complete, sign and date this Declaration. Non-compliant applicants under any of the headings will be automatically disqualified. 







Re: Request to Participate in a Dynamic Purchasing System for the Establishment of a Panel of Individual External Experts to Provide Expertise in Agriculture, Food and Sustainability Systems 

NAME:   	[Click here and insert name]

ADDRESS: 	[Click here and insert address]

I, [Click here and insert name of Declarant], sincerely declare that I: 

(a) Have never been the subject of a conviction for participation in a criminal organisation, as defined in Article 2 of Council Framework Decision 2008/841/JHA.

(b) Have never been the subject of a conviction for corruption, as defined in Article 3 of the Convention on the fight against corruption involving officials of the European Communities or officials of Member States of the European Union and Article 2(1) of Council Framework Decision 2003/568/JHA as well as corruption as defined in the national law of the Contracting Authority or [Click here and insert name of entity].

(c) Have never been the subject of a conviction for fraud within the meaning of Article 1 of the Convention on the protection of the European Communities’ financial interests.

(d) Have never been the subject of a conviction for terrorist offences or offences linked to terrorist activities, as defined in Articles 1 and 3 of Council Framework Decision 2002/475/JHA respectively, or for inciting or aiding or abetting or attempting to commit an offence, as referred to in Article 4 of that Framework Decision.

(e) Have never been the subject of a conviction for money laundering or terrorist financing, as defined in Article 1 of Directive 2005/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council.

(f) Have never been the subject of a conviction for child labour and other forms of trafficking in human beings as defined in Article 2 of Directive 2011/36/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council.

(g) Am not in breach and has not breached its obligations relating to the payment of taxes or social security contributions.

(h) Have, in the performance of all public contracts, complied with applicable obligations in the field of environmental, social and labour law that apply at the place where the works are carried out or the services provided, that have been established by EU law, national law, collective agreements or by international, environmental, social and labour law listed in Schedule 7 of the European Union (Award of Public Authority Contracts) Regulations 2016 (Statutory Instrument 284 of 2016).

(i) Am not bankrupt or the subject of insolvency or winding-up proceedings, its assets are not being administered by a liquidator or by the court, it is not in an arrangement with creditors, its business activities are not suspended nor is it in any analogous situation arising from a similar procedure under national laws and regulations.

(j) Am not guilty of grave professional misconduct.

(k) Have not entered into agreements with other economic operators aimed at distorting competition.

(l) Am not aware of any conflict of interest due to its participation in the Competition;

(m) Have not had any prior involvement in the preparation of the Competition.

(n) Have not shown significant or persistent deficiencies in the performance of a substantive requirement under a prior public contract, a prior contract with a contracting entity, or a prior concession contract, which led to early termination of that prior contract, damages or other comparable sanctions.

(o) Am not guilty of serious misrepresentation in supplying the information required for the verification of the absence of grounds for exclusion or the fulfilment of the Selection Criteria for this Competition and did not withhold such information and did not fail or is not able to submit supporting documents in respect of this Competition as required under Regulation 59 of the European Union (Award of Public Authority Contracts) Regulations 2016 (Statutory Instrument 284 of 2016).

(p) Have not undertaken to unduly influence the decision-making process of the Contracting Authority in respect of the Competition, or obtain confidential information that may confer upon it undue advantages in respect of the Competition; or negligently provided misleading information that may have a material influence on decisions concerning exclusion, selection or award.

I understand and acknowledge that the provision of inaccurate or misleading information in this declaration may lead to my business/firm/company/partnership being excluded from participation in this or future tenders, and I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true and by virtue of the Statutory Declarations Act, 1938. This declaration is made for the benefit of the Contracting Authority. 


	SIGNATURE
	
[Click here and insert signature]

	Date
	
[Click here and insert date]




	A3.	Consent on use of CVs and Profiles   
Applicants are asked to provide consent to SFSI and its members to enable them to use CVs and/or profiles based on CVs with partner organisations and clients or potential clients for business development purposes.  In all cases, SFSI will remove direct contact information (address, phone and email).  CVs and applications will be maintained by SFSI for the duration of this Panel.




I consent to the use of my CV or a profile based on my CV for business development purposes with partner and client organisations.
I/We confirm that all Data Subjects whose Personal Data is provided in our Application Response Document have consented to the processing of such Personal Data by us, the Contracting Authority, the Evaluation Team and the supplier of the etenders.gov.ie website, for the purposes of our participation in this Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS) or that we otherwise have a legal basis for providing such Personal Data to the Contracting Authority for the purposes of our participation in this DPS and that we will provide evidence of such consent and / or legal basis to the Contracting Authority upon request.

This declaration must be signed by the applicant.    

	SIGNATURE
	     

	Date
	Click or tap to enter a date.






SECTION B – PASS/FAIL CRITERIAB1 Technical Competence
Weighting: Pass/Fail only
Minimum requirement to remain eligible in the competition for the SFSI Expert list(s): Applicants must answer the criteria below in order to illustrate your specific technical qualifications.




B1.1 Technical Qualification 

	Qualification(s):
	Awarded by:
	Year:

	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.


And/Or

B1.2 Minimum 15 years’ experience in an agri-food, fisheries or sustainability role.  (Please provide relevant details below) 

	Click or tap here to enter text.



















B2 Relevant Technical Experience
Weighting: Pass/Fail only
Minimum requirement to remain eligible in the competition for the SFSI Expert list(s): Applicants must demonstrate that they have 5 years’ experience at senior management level (within the last 10 years) in the agri-food (including aquaculture) or fisheries sector relevant to the fields identified in Section 2 – Scope of Requirements.:




B2.1 Minimum of 5 years’ experience (within the last 10 years) at senior management level in an agri-food (including aquaculture) or fisheries environment specifically relevant to the SFSI Scope of Requirements (Section 2) (Please provide relevant details below)

Click or tap here to enter text.









B2.2 References
Weighting: Pass/Fail only
Minimum requirement to remain eligible in the competition for the SFSI Expert list(s): Applicants must provide at least two named references, which may be used by SFSI for validation of detail provided in B2.1 Technical Experience.


	Referee
	Organisation
	Title
	Contact Phone Number
	Contact Email

	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.


 
FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY:
 
B3.1   Geographic Coverage
Applicants are requested to indicate if they are happy to work in (a) all regions or to indicate (b) specific regions that they are unwilling to work in, should they be successful:


(a)	All Regions:   ☐

OR

(b)	Specific regions excluded:


 B3.2 Assignment Duration

Applicants are requested to indicated if they are interested in (tick for Yes) 
(a) long-term residential (>12 month) assignments overseas. 	☐

(b) Less than 12-month assignments				☐	



B3.3 Geographic Experience
Identify below overseas markets with which you have professional experience:

	Market

	Please tick / Country Details

	Central & Eastern Europe: (please state which country/countries)

	☐
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Middle East: (please state which country/countries)

	☐
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Balkans, Turkey & Central Asia: (please state which country/countries)

	☐
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Southern or SE Asia: (please state which country)

	☐
Click or tap here to enter text.


	China

	☐
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Latin America: (please state which country/countries)

	☐
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Africa: (please state which country/countries)

	☐
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Other: (please give details)

	☐
Click or tap here to enter text.




B3.4 International Funding Institution Professional Experience
 
	Institution

	Please tick

	EU Institutions

	☐
	World Bank Group

	☐
	Asian Development Bank

	☐
	FAO/IFAD/WFP
 
	☐
	Other UN Agencies

	☐
	Others

	☐



Appendix 3: Candidate’s Statement       
 [Candidates shall complete and return the following form of Candidates’ Statement signed by the Candidate.] 

CANDIDATES’ STATEMENT

TO: Sustainable Food Systems Ireland (the “Contracting Authority”).
RE: Request to Participate in Dynamic Purchasing System for the establishment of a panel of individual external experts to provide expertise in Agriculture, Food and Sustainability Systems .

Having examined your Request to Participate (the “RTP”) including the Instructions to Candidates, the Selection and Award Criteria, the Requirements and Specifications, and the Terms and Conditions of the DPS Agreement, I/we hereby agree and declare the following:
	1.
	I/We understand the nature and extent of the Services required to be delivered as described in Requirements and Specifications at Appendix 1 to the RTP.

	2.
	I/We accept all of the Terms and Conditions of:
1. the RTP;
1. the DPS Agreement and agree that, I/we will execute the DPS Agreement at Appendix 4 of the RTP and have uploaded these documents to the Electronic Platform;


	3.
	I/We accept all the Selection Criteria as set out in Part 3 of the RTP.

	4.
	I/We agree to provide the Services in accordance with the RTP, our Tender, the RFT and our response to RFT if awarded any Services Contract pursuant to a DPS Agreement.

	5
	I/We agree that, if awarded any contract pursuant to a DPS Agreement that I/we shall, in the performance of such contract, comply with all applicable obligations in the field of environmental, social and labour law.

	6.
	I/We confirm that I/we have complied with all requirements as set out at Part 3 of the RTP.

	7.
	I/We agree that, should I/we be found not meet the criteria outlined in this RTP as demonstrated by my/our supporting documents that it will result in the refusal of my/our Application or the immediate removal of me/us from the DPS having already being admitted.

	8.
	I/We shall, if awarded any Services Contract pursuant to a DPS Agreement, have in place on the Effective Date of the Services Contract all insurances (if any) as required by the RFT.

	9.
	I/We confirm that all Data Subjects whose Personal Data is provided in our Application Response Document have consented to the processing of such Personal Data by us, the Contracting Authority, the Evaluation Team and the supplier of the etenders.gov.ie website, for the purposes of our participation in this Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS) or that we otherwise have a legal basis for providing such Personal Data to the Contracting Authority for the purposes of our participation in this DPS and that we will provide evidence of such consent and / or legal basis to the Contracting Authority upon request.
I/We do not come within the category of prohibited economic operators identified in Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 of 31 July 2014 (as amended by EU Regulation 2022/576 or any subsequent amendments to same).
The origin of goods connected to our Tender, if any, are not subject to the prohibitions set out in Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 (as amended by EU Regulation 2022/576 or any subsequent amendments to same).
Any subcontractor, supplier or other entity on whose capacity we rely as part of our Tender  does not come within the category of prohibited economic operators identified in Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 of 31 July 2014 (as amended by EU Regulation 2022/576 or any subsequent amendments to same).



	SIGNATURE
	
[Click here and insert signature]

	Date
	
[Click here and insert date]























Appendix 4: Dynamic Purchasing System Agreement 

Dynamic Purchasing Agreement (DPS Agreement) for Establishment of a panel of
INDIVIDUAL EXTERNAL EXPERTS TO PROVIDE EXPERTISE IN AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND SUSTAINABILITY SYSTEMS  

	
THIS DYNAMIC PURCHASING AGREEMENT IS MADE ON THE            DAY OF              202 
 (“the DPS Agreement”)
BETWEEN:
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (“the Contracting Authority”), on behalf of Sustainable Food Systems Ireland,; and
[Insert name of DPS Member] (each a “Party” and together the “Parties”)
WHEREAS:
1.	By Request to Participate in Dynamic Purchasing System (“DPS”) advertised in the supplement to the Official Journal of the European Union, OJEU Notice Number __________of ____________and entitled “Request to Participate in Dynamic Purchasing System for the establishment of a panel of individual external experts to provide expertise in Agriculture, Food and Sustainable Systems” (“the RTP”) the Contracting Authority invited Candidates to participate in a DPS agreement for the provision of the services described in Appendix 1 of the  RTP (the “Services”).  References to the  RTP shall include any clarifications in relation to the  RTP  issued by the Contracting Authority via the messaging facility on www.etenders.gov.ie (the “Electronic Platform”) between [insert date] and [insert date] (the “  RTP Clarifications”).  The  RTP (including the   RTP Clarifications) is hereby incorporated by reference into this DPS Agreement. 
2. The DPS Member submitted a response to the RTP dated [insert date of Application] (“the Submission”).  References to the Submission shall include any clarifications issued in writing via the Electronic Platform by the DPS Member to the Contracting Authority between [insert date] and [insert date] (the “Submission Clarifications”).  The Submission (including the Submission Clarifications) is hereby incorporated by reference into this DPS Agreement.  
The DPS Member was appointed to the DPS as a result of submitting its electronic European Single Procurement Document (eESPD) in accordance with the RTP.
IT IS HEREBY AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

1. DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATION
“Commencement Date” means the date which the Candidate was admitted to the DPS by way of a DPS Admission message executed (sent) by the Contracting Authority.

“Contract” or “Services Contract” means a contract which is awarded in accordance with this DPS Agreement;


 “DPS Term” means the Term of this DPS as set out in Part 1, paragraph 1.6 of this RTP;

“Month” means a calendar month;


Unless otherwise specified herein, a defined term used in this DPS Agreement shall have the same meaning as assigned to it in the RTP.

1.1	To the extent that any specific provision in a Contract is inconsistent or conflicts with any term or condition of this DPS Agreement, the relevant provision of the Contract shall prevail. 

1.2	Headings are included for ease of reference only and shall not affect the construction of this DPS Agreement.

1.3	Unless the context requires otherwise, words in the singular may include the plural and vice versa.

1.4	References to any statute, enactment, order, regulation or other legislative instrument shall be construed as a reference to the statute, enactment, order, regulation or instrument as amended, unless specifically indicated otherwise.

2.	APPOINTMENT OF DPS MEMBER, SCOPE AND TERM OF THE DPS AGREEMENT
2.1	The DPS Member accepts its appointment under the provisions of this DPS Agreement.

2.2	This DPS Agreement does not entitle the DPS Member to be consulted in respect of, or awarded any Contract during the DPS Term. The DPS Owner(s) may at its or their sole discretion choose not to enter into any Contract pursuant to this DPS Agreement.  

2.3	The Contracting Authority does not give any guarantee and/or warrant the actual value of any Services and/or number of Contracts (if any) which may be procured in connection with this DPS Agreement and the Parties acknowledge that the DPS Client(s) are not bound to enter into any Contract or other arrangement with the DPS Member as a result of entering into this DPS Agreement.  Without prejudice to the foregoing the DPS Member hereby acknowledges that the Contracting Authority intends (but shall be under no obligation) to promote the DPS Agreement and to encourage use of the DPS Agreement by the DPS Client(s) and the DPS Member may be required  to provide reasonable assistance in this respect. 

2.4	This DPS Agreement does not confer exclusivity on any DPS Member.  The DPS Owner(s) may at their sole discretion opt to carry out a separate contract award procedure for contracts falling within the scope of this DPS Agreement.  In this event, the DPS Owner(s) shall observe all obligations at law and shall not afford any advantage to the DPS Member. 

2.5	This DPS Agreement shall take effect on the Commencement Date and expire in accordance with the Term set out in Part 1, paragraph 1.5 of the RTP  thereafter (“the DPS Term”) unless terminated earlier in accordance with this DPS Agreement.

2.6	The Contracting Authority reserves the right, at its discretion and subject to its obligations at law, to extend the DPS Term on the same terms and conditions by notifying the European Commission. 

3.	DPS AGREEMENT MANAGEMENT PROVISIONS
3.1	The DPS Member hereby agrees and undertakes to comply with the DPS Agreement management provisions as may be notified in writing via the Electronic Platform by the Contracting Authority to the DPS Member from time to time.

4.	SERVICES CONTRACT
4.1	This DPS Agreement relates to the provision of the Services.

4.2	Where the DPS Member is awarded a Contract further to the procedure set out in accordance with clauses 5 and 6, it shall provide the Services to the DPS Owner(s) in accordance with the Services Contract.  Subject to the provisions of this DPS Agreement and to the satisfaction of any pre-conditions to the award of a Services Contract, the successful DPS Member shall be required to enter into the Services Contract with the DPS Owner. 

5.	PROCEDURE FOR AWARD OF CONTRACTS
5.1	On each occasion that a DPS Owner proposes to award a Contract under this DPS Agreement, the DPS Owner (or the Contracting Authority on their behalf)  shall issue (by electronic means) a Request for Tenders (“RFT”) to all suitable DPS Members in accordance with the following procedure (a “DPS Mini-Competition”):

5.1.1	The RFT shall set out:
· the scope and term of the Contract to be awarded;
· the relevant Award Criteria
· the deadline (date and time) for the receipt of responses to the RFT (each a “Response”) taking into account the complexity of the Contract and the time needed to prepare an appropriate Response.  Responses received after the deadline will not be considered;
· any additional conditions (if any) that will apply to the Contract. 

5.1.2	All Responses to the RFT must be submitted via the Electronic Platform only.  Responses received in any other manner including e-mail or hardcopy will not be considered.

5.1.3	Any clarifications issued by the Contracting Authority, as applicable, in relation to a RFT will be communicated via the Electronic Platform only.

5.1.4	The DPS Owner may award a Contract following an evaluation of the Responses based on the award criteria set out in Clause 6 below. 

5.1.5	The DPS Owner reserve the right to issue or seek written clarifications via the Electronic Platform.

6.	AWARD CRITERIA

6.1	The award criteria for DPS Mini-Competitions shall be determined in accordance with the specific contract requirements. These criteria will be published in each mini-tender document.
6.2 	No enforceable commitment of any kind, contractual or otherwise will exist unless and until a formal written Contract has been executed by or on behalf of the DPS Owner.

6.3	The Contracting Authority may cancel a DPS Mini Competition at any time prior to a Contract being executed by the Contracting Authority.  Any notification of preferred bidder status by the Contracting Authority shall not give rise to any enforceable rights by the DPS Member. 

7.	APPLICABLE LAW AND JURISDICTION
7.1	This DPS Agreement and any Contract(s) awarded under it will be subject to the laws of Ireland and to the exclusive jurisdiction of the Irish courts.

8.	COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS
8.1	The DPS Member shall comply with all applicable laws relating to the discharge of its obligations under this DPS Agreement and any and all Contract(s). 
 
9.	TAX CLEARANCE
9.1	The DPS Member shall comply with all EU and domestic taxation laws and requirements.
 
9.2	Prior to the award of any Contract, the DPS Member shall promptly supply its Tax Clearance Access Number and Tax Reference Number to facilitate online verification of their tax status by the Contracting Authority or any DPS Owner.  By supplying these numbers the DPS Member acknowledges and agrees that the Contracting Authority has the permission of the successful Candidate to verify its tax cleared position online.  Where relevant, the provisions of this paragraph 9.2 apply equally to Subcontractors.

10.  ANTI COMPETITIVE CONDUCT
10.1	Without prejudice to the generality of clause 8.1, the DPS Member shall comply with the Competition Act 2002 (as amended, the “2002 Act”).  The 2002 Act makes it a criminal offence for candidates to collude on prices or terms in a public procurement competition.

11.	CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
11.1	Any actual or potential conflict of interest on the part of a DPS Member (including for the purposes of this clause 11 any employee(s), suppliers agents or Subcontractor) (a “Conflict”) must be fully disclosed to the Contracting Authority and any relevant DPS Owner(s) immediately in writing via the Electronic Platform as soon as the Conflict becomes apparent to the DPS Member.  In the event of any Conflict, the Contracting Authority may invite the DPS Member to propose means by which the Conflict might be removed.  The Contracting Authority will, in their absolute discretion, decide on the appropriate course of action. 

12.	REGISTERABLE INTEREST
12.1	Any registerable interest involving a DPS Member and the Contracting Authority, DPS Owner, member of the Government, member of the Oireachtas (Parliament), or employees of the Contracting Authorities and/or divisions/agencies under the aegis of the relevant Ministers, and their relatives, must be fully disclosed in any Response.  In the event of this information only coming to the notice of a DPS Member after the submission of a Response, it must be communicated to the Contracting Authority immediately upon such information becoming known.  The terms ‘registerable interest’ and ‘relative’ shall be interpreted as per Section 2 of the Ethics in Public Office Act 1995.

13.	CONFIDENTIALITY
13.1	All communications between the Contracting Authority and the DPS Member must be treated as being strictly confidential.  The DPS Member undertakes to comply with all reasonable directions of the Contracting Authority with regard to the use and application of all and any confidential information and shall comply with the Confidentiality Agreement(s) executed by the DPS Member pursuant to clause 13.2 below.  

13.2	No publicity regarding this DPS Agreement or any DPS Mini Competition or Contract pursuant to this DPS Agreement is permitted unless and until the Contracting has given their prior written consent to the relevant communication.

14.	NOTICES 
14.1	Any notice or other written communication to be given under this DPS Agreement shall be delivered through the Electronic Platform.  The Parties will from time to time agree primary and alternative contact persons and details for the purposes of this clause 14.

14.2	All notices shall be deemed to have been served as follows:
	1. If communicated through the Electronic Platform, on the next calendar day following transmission.

15.	GIFTS
15.1	The DPS Member shall not offer, give or agree to give to any person holding an office in the Contracting Authority, any gift or consideration of any kind as an inducement or reward in relation to the obtaining or execution of any Contract.  In the event of any breach of this clause 15.1, the Contracting Authority may terminate this DPS Agreement and any existing Contract(s) respectively and recover from the DPS Member any loss resulting from any such termination.

16. COSTS AND EXPENSES OF DPS AGREEMENT
16.1	All costs and expenses incurred by the DPS Member relating to its participation in this DPS Agreement and in any DPS Mini Competition shall be borne solely by the DPS Member.  The Contracting Authority shall not have any responsibility or liability for any costs or expenses of whatsoever nature incurred by the DPS Member in this regard.

17	TERMINATION
17. 1	Subject to clause 17.2, this DPS Agreement may be terminated by the Contracting Authority, without liability for compensation or damages, by serving 15 calendar days written notice to the DPS Member through the Electronic Platform.  

17.2	The Contracting Authority shall have the right (in addition to any other rights which it has at law) to terminate this DPS Agreement immediately and without liability for compensation or damages on the happening of any of the following events:

17.2.1	if the DPS Member commits any serious breach or a series of breaches of any provision of this DPS Agreement and fails to remedy such breach(es) to the reasonable satisfaction of the Contracting Authority, (if the breach(es) are capable of remedy), within 10 days after receipt of a request in writing via the Electronic Platform from the Contracting Authority.  Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, a failure to comply with the DPS Agreement management provisions set out in this DPS Agreement shall be deemed to be a serious breach of this DPS Agreement;
 
17.2.2	if the DPS Member commits any serious breach or a series of breaches of any Contract awarded pursuant to this DPS Agreement and fails to remedy such breach(es) to the reasonable satisfaction of the Contracting Authority and the DPS Owner(s), within 10 days after a receipt of a request in writing via the Electronic Platform from the Contracting Authority or any DPS Owner.

17.2.3	if the DPS Member becomes insolvent, becomes bankrupt, is wound up, enters into examinership, commences winding up, has a receiving order made against it, makes any arrangement with its creditors generally or takes or suffers any similar action as a result of debt, or an event having an equivalent effect; or	

17.2.4	in circumstances where the Contracting Authority becomes aware that any of the exclusion grounds listed in Article 57 of EU Directive 2014/24/EU apply to the DPS Member.

17.2.5.	in circumstances where the DPS Member fails to submit supporting documents to the Contracting Authority upon the request of the Contracting Authority to demonstrate their compliance with selection criteria and exclusion grounds ;

17.2.6	If the DPS Member does not satisfy the exclusion grounds and selection criteria which it has self-certified, at RTP stage, that it complies with.

17.3	Subject to clause 17.2.2, the termination of a Contract awarded under this DPS Agreement does not affect the validity of this DPS Agreement.

17.4	Termination of this DPS Agreement shall not affect any antecedent and accrued rights, obligations or liabilities of either Party, nor shall it affect any provision of this DPS Agreement which is expressly or by implication intended to come into or continue in force on or after such termination. 

17.5	Where this DPS Agreement is terminated in accordance with section 17.2 DPS Members  may re-apply for admission to the DPS at any point during the Period of Validity if the DPS Member can self-certify that it meets the exclusion grounds and selection criteria as set out in the RTP at a later date.

18.	FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
18.1	The DPS Member acknowledges that the Contracting Authority and or the DPS Owner is subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2014.  Information furnished to the Contracting Authority by the DPS Member may be released pursuant to the Contracting Authority’s statutory obligations.  If the DPS Member considers that any of the information supplied by it to the Contracting Authority under this DPS Agreement or any Contract should not be disclosed because of its sensitivity it should, when providing the information, indicate this and specify the reason for its sensitivity.  The Contracting Authority will consult the DPS Member about this sensitive information before making a decision on any Freedom of Information request received. The Contracting Authority accepts no liability whatsoever in respect of any information provided which is subsequently released (irrespective of notification) or in respect of any consequential damage suffered as a result of such obligations.

19.	DISPUTE RESOLUTION
19.1	In the event of any dispute arising out of or relating to this Agreement (the “Dispute”), the Parties shall first seek settlement of the Dispute as set out below. 

19.2	The Dispute shall be referred as soon as practicable to the named contact in section 2.A.4 of the most recent eESPD submitted by the DPS Member and to   Insert SFSI contact  within the Contracting Authority respectively.

19.3	If the Dispute has not been resolved within fifteen (15) Business Days (or such longer period as may be agreed in writing via the Electronic Platform by the Parties) of being referred to the nominated representatives, then either Party may refer the Dispute to an independent mediator, the identity of whom shall be agreed in advance by the Parties.

19.4	If the Parties are unable to agree on a mediator or if the mediator agreed upon is unable or unwilling to act, either Party may within twenty-one (21) days from the date of the proposal to appoint a Mediator or within twenty-one (21) days of notice to either Party that the mediator is unable to act, apply to CEDR Ireland to appoint a mediator.

19.5	Any submissions made to and discussions involving the mediator, of whatever nature, shall be treated in strict confidence and without prejudice to the rights and/or liabilities of the Parties in any legal proceedings and, for the avoidance of doubt, are agreed to be without prejudice and legally privileged.  The Parties shall make written submissions to the mediator within ten (10) Business Days of his/her appointment.

19.6	The Parties shall share equally the cost of the mediator.  The costs of all experts and any other third parties who, at the request of any Party, shall have been instructed in the mediation, shall be for the sole account of, and shall be discharged by that Party.

19.7	For the avoidance of doubt, the obligations of the Parties under this Agreement shall not cease, or be suspended or delayed by the reference of a dispute to mediation.  The DPS Member shall comply fully with the requirements of the Agreement at all times.

19.8	If, and to the extent that, any Dispute has not been settled pursuant to the mediation within 30 days of the commencement of the mediation, either party may apply to the Irish courts at any time thereafter.

20.	Counterparts

20.1	This Agreement may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of which when 		 [and delivered] shall constitute a duplicate original, but all the counterparts shall together constitute the one agreement

IN WITNESS WHEREOF this DPS Agreement has been executed by the Parties hereto as of the date first above written.


	SIGNATURE
	
[Click here and insert signature]

	Date
	
[Click here and insert date]


Being an Officer so authorised by the SFSI
In the presence of:
	WITNESS
	
[Click here and insert signature]

	Date
	
[Click here and insert date]




	SIGNATURE
	
[Click here and insert signature]

	Date
	
[Click here and insert date]


Being an officer so authorised by the DPS Member
In the presence of:
	WITNESS
	
[Click here and insert signature]

	Date
	
[Click here and insert date]
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