[bookmark: APPIII]Appendix 3 – Official Secrecy, Taxpayer Confidentiality and Data Protection Declaration
For the purposes of the appointment process:

“My Report” means all or any reports furnished by me to the Revenue Commissioners in respect of the Relevant Information for the purposes of assisting in the determination of whether or not a Relevant Company is entitled to a Tax Credit and / or Tax Relief.
“Relevant Information” means any information and/or documents made available to me by or on behalf of a Relevant Company or any other information which I in my absolute discretion consider relevant to obtain from any other source in the public domain or otherwise available to me on the World Wide Web for the purposes of preparing My Report.
“Relevant Company” means any company in respect of which the Revenue Commissioners are undertaking the process of appointing an independent expert to review a claim for a Research and Development Tax Credit and/or Research and Development Corporation Tax Credit and Knowledge Development Box claims.

I _________________ declare that I understand that, during the term of this contract, I am subject to the Provisions of the Official Secrets Act, 1963, as amended.
I acknowledge that during the appointment process, confidential information i.e. the identity of a Relevant Company which has agreed to my appointment as an independent expert will be disclosed, for the purpose of establishing if there is a potential conflict of interest. I acknowledge that Relevant Information containing confidential information will be conveyed to me for the purposes of preparing My Report and providing the independent expert evidence. I will not disclose the confidential or relevant information to any third party (save the Revenue Commissioners, their servants, agents, legal advisers or the Tax Appeals Commission or a Judge of any Court hearing a tax appeal pursuant to the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997), and, except as provided in the preceding sentence, I will not utilize the confidential information for my own benefit or the benefit of any third party PROVIDED THAT the foregoing shall not apply to any information:
· Which is now public knowledge or which hereafter becomes public knowledge through no fault of my own; or
· Which I can show, through written records, is properly provided to me without restriction by an independent third party; or
· Which I can show, through written records created prior to the disclosure of the confidential information to me, was already in my possession at the time of receipt from the Revenue Commissioners or from the Relevant Company.
Once the engagement is finalised in relation to the Relevant Company I must:
· return to Revenue any original papers, or storage devices, supplied by Revenue or the company carrying out the R&D, or
· where copies were supplied, confirm the secure destruction of these to Revenue (I may forward these to Revenue if I prefer),
· securely delete any records supplied electronically by either Revenue or the company carrying out the R&D,
· securely destroy any hard copies made of records sent electronically, and
· securely destroy any hard copies or electronic copies of reports prepared by me for Revenue.
I further understand that I am bound by the provisions of section 851A Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 and data protection legislation (including the GDPR). I hereby undertake to:
(i) familiarise myself with the requirements of those legislative provisions; and
(ii) implement appropriate technical and organisational measures to ensure the security of such personal data as will be furnished to me by the Revenue Commissioners for the purposes of carrying out reviews. I agree to notify Revenue in writing, without undue delay, of any unauthorised access to or disclosure of personal data provided to me.
I further undertake to indemnify the Revenue Commissioners in respect of any deliberate or careless breach committed by me of section 851A Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 and the Data Protection legislation which would render the Revenue Commissioners liable for any costs, claims, expenses or damages.
I will fully comply with and implement any policies which are communicated or notified to me by Revenue from time to time.
I will maintain complete and accurate records and information to demonstrate my compliance with these directions and to allow for inspections and contribute to any audits by Revenue.


Signature[footnoteRef:1]: __________________________ Date: ____________________ [1:  Please see the checklist at Appendix 4 regarding electronic signatures.] 



Please note that at the time appointments are being made, you will be required to complete a separate Official Secrecy, Taxpayer Confidentiality and Data Protection Declaration for each individual appointment.

