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Tenderers Checklist
In submitting a tender please ensure that you complete and return the following: 
	No.
	Description
	Check

	1
	Complete tender submission indicating which lot you are applying for
	

	2
	Complete quality submission folder including Criteria A-E. Please ensure no pricing element is contained in the quality submission folder
	

	3
	Completed price submission folder including Pricing Document and Tender and Schedule
	





	[image: ]
	[image: A blue green and white logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
[image: A blue green and white logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.] 
	                       [image: ]                                              

 
 





	University of Galway  
University of Limerick


	




[bookmark: _Toc452649761][bookmark: _Toc453361456][bookmark: _Toc453361468][bookmark: _Toc453367032][bookmark: _Toc453367066][bookmark: _Toc453367120][bookmark: _Toc453367134][bookmark: _Toc453367147][bookmark: _Toc453367158][bookmark: _Toc454313834][bookmark: Text_Introduction][bookmark: BodyContent]Disclaimers
All information contained in this Project Information Memorandum (PIM) document is provided in the strictest confidence and has been made available solely for facilitating the production and submission of tenders. No party may disclose the contents of this document without the express permission of University of Galway/University of Limerick/University College Dublin (hereinafter ‘the Contracting Authority’).
This PIM sets out details and requirements of the project as they are currently known or may reasonably be assessed. However, the details provided here are for information purposes only and are subject to change throughout the project lifecycle.
Candidates are recommended to read the PIM document, ITT and associated appendices thoroughly. While all reasonable steps have been taken to ensure that the information set out in this document is factually correct, no representation or warranty, express or implied, is or will be made or given in relation to the accuracy or the completeness of any information contained in these documents or otherwise provided by or on behalf of the Contracting Authority, in writing or otherwise, to any interested party or its advisers. No responsibility or liability for any loss or damage arising as a result of reliance on these documents, or for the information contained in these documents, or for any omission, is or will be accepted by the Contracting Authority or by any of its officers, employees, agents or professional advisers. No officer, employee, agent, or professional adviser of the Contracting Authority has any authority to give or make any representation or warranty, express or implied, in relation to such information. The Contracting Authority’s officers, employees, agents and professional advisers expressly disclaim any and all liability arising out of such documentation or information and any errors or omissions in or from the documents and information.
The Contracting Authority reserves the right to discontinue the procurement process at any time. Without prejudice to the principle of equal treatment, the Contracting Authority is not obliged to engage in a clarification process in respect of prequalification submissions with missing or incomplete information. Therefore, candidates are advised to ensure that they return comprehensive submissions in order to avoid the risk of elimination from the competition


[bookmark: _Toc196294349]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc196294350]About the Contracting Authority
University of Galway
The University of Galway (Contracting Authority) is one of Ireland’s foremost centres of academic excellence. With over 18,500 students, it has a long-established reputation of teaching and research excellence in the Colleges of Arts, Social Sciences, and Celtic Studies; Business, Public Policy and Law; College of Science and Engineering; Medicine, Nursing & Health Sciences. With a complement of over 2,000 (full-time equivalent) staff, the Contracting Authority is one of the largest employers in Galway and makes a significant contribution to the economic, social, and cultural fabric of the city. The University has, in recent times, formed strategic alliances with other educational institutions to enhance the provision of, and access to, university education on a regional, national and international basis. 
The Contracting Authority locations include academic departments, schools, administrative and service units and University research institutes, centres and units both on and off campus including student residences. The main city campus extends along the River Corrib for a distance of 2.8Km. It is over 128 hectares in area (main campus and satellite locations) and has 118 individual buildings from 1845 to date. The combined floor area of the University’s buildings is over 225,000m². Approximately 30% of the University’s buildings are protected. 
University departments located in Galway city such as Nun’s Island, Newcastle Road, University Hospital Galway and Dangan are considered part of the main campus. Off-campus facilities include the following:
•	MRI, Carna, Co. Galway 
•	Atmospheric Research Station, Mace Head, Carna, Co Galway
•	Acadamh na hOllscolaíochta, Carna, Co. Galway
•	Acadamh na hOllscolaíochta, Carraroe, Co. Galway
•	Acadamh na hOllscolaíochta, Doirí Beaga, Co. Donegal
•	ECI, Carron, Co. Clare
•	MRI, Finnavara, Co. Clare
•	Shannon College of Hotel Management, Shannon Airport, Co. Clare
•	Irish Centre for High End Computing (ICHEC), Trinity Technology Campus, Dublin 2
•	Medical Academies in Sligo, Letterkenny, Castlebar & Portiuncula 
Log on to www.universityofgalway.ie


University of Limerick
The University of Limerick (UL) (Contracting Authority) with over 19,666 students and 2,128 staff is an independent research-led university offering undergraduate and postgraduate programmes across the following faculties/schools/departments: 
· Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Social Science; including History, Law, Sociology, Politics & Public Administration, Irish World Academy of Music and Dance, School of Modern Languages & Applied Linguistics, School of English, Irish and Communications.
·  Faculty of Education and Health Sciences including Psychology, Nursing and Midwifery, School of Medicine, School of Allied Health, School of Education, Physical Education and Sports Sciences.
·  Faculty of Science and Engineering includes the School of Natural Sciences, School of Architecture and Product Design, School of Engineering, Mathematics & Statistics, Electronic & Computer Engineering, Computer Science and Information Systems.
· Kemmy Business School includes Accounting & Finance, Economics, Management & Marketing, Work and Employment Studies.
With strong links to business and industry, UL excels at translational research, which aims to accelerate the practical application of academic research to benefit society. At UL, sustainability is at the core of everything we do and we are fully cognisant of the need for our university to lead in this area locally, nationally and internationally. Known as ‘Ireland’s Sporting Campus’, UL boasts Ireland’s first altitude training centre, an Olympic-sized swimming pool and the National Strength and Conditioning Centre as well as a host of new all-weather state-of-the-art 3G pitches. As one of Ireland’s foremost universities, UL is recognised for its dedication to an outstanding student experience, commitment to graduate employability and its research with societal impact making fruitful an extensive network of partnerships with industry government and communities, nationally and internationally. 
The Contracting Authority is situated on a superb riverside campus of over 150 hectares with the River Shannon as a unifying focal point. Outstanding recreational, cultural and sporting facilities further enhance this exceptional learning and research environment. The Contracting Authority locations include academic departments, schools, administrative and service units and University research institutes, centres and units both on and off campus. The Contracting Authority has in excess of 50 individual buildings dating from 1735 to date. The combined floor area of the University’s building is over 264,143 m². Approximately 0.6% are protected. 
University facilities located off the main campus include the following: 
· Troy Village, Groody Road, Castletroy Limerick
· Groody Student Village, Groody Road, Limerick  
· Park Point Campus, Dublin Road, Limerick 
· City Centre Campus (under development), Sarsfield Street, Limerick 
· CERC Building, University Hospital Limerick Campus
· University Sport Activity Centre, Killaloe, Co. Clare 
· Rhebogue Student Accommodation, Limerick    
Please log onto https://www.ul.ie/

University College Dublin
Founded in 1854, University College Dublin (UCD) is a dynamic, modern University and is the largest University in Ireland with seven Colleges and thirty-eight Schools offering a comprehensive range of undergraduate and postgraduate programmes and is ranked within the top 1% of higher education institutions worldwide. Including overseas operations its student population is over 33,000 of whom over 9,500 are graduate students. UCD is committed to maintaining a high level of research activity and to further developing its collaborative links with industry and commerce, and with educational and research institutions internationally.  UCD is also a major employer with over 4,000 permanent personnel (full-time and part-time). For further information on UCD please visit www.ucd.ie.   
UCD, Belfield
The main campus of UCD is situated at Belfield about 5 km to the south of the centre of Dublin. This 142-hectare site, positioned between low-lying hills and Dublin Bay, is attractively landscaped and accommodates most of the colleges of UCD and additionally its administration, student residences and numerous sporting and leisure facilities.  
See www.ucd.ie 

UCD Beech Hill / Founders District
The UCD School of Physics has relocated to the L.M.I. Building in Beech Hill from September 2023 while the Science Phase III upgrade is in progress on the main campus. This building is just beyond the edge of campus on Beech Hill Road. 
See: www.physicslabs.ucd.ie/info/beech_hill/

UCD Michael Smurfit Graduate Business School, Blackrock
A second campus, the UCD Michael Smurfit Graduate Business School is located approx. 2 km away from Belfield, in Blackrock Co. Dublin. Primarily focusing on post – graduate and executive business education, this 6.5 hectare campus also contains residences for a small number of students. See www.smurfitschool.ie/

UCD Lyons Farm
Lyons Research and Teaching Farm (Lyons Farm) is a key enabler of UCD’s teaching and research ambitions. It forms an integral part of the teaching and research infrastructure of the College of Health and Agricultural Sciences, and specifically of the School of Agriculture and Food Science and the School of Veterinary Medicine. The farm provides students and academics with access to large animal and crop enterprises for the delivery of teaching and research programmes.
See www.ucd.ie/lyonsfarm/.

Museum of Literature Ireland (MoLI)
The Museum of Literature Ireland, branded MoLI in an homage to Molly Bloom, is a literary museum based in UCD's Newman House, St Stephen's Green, Dublin 2. The museum is a partnership between the National Library of Ireland and University College Dublin. 
See www.moli.ie 

The University’s Campus Development Plan is available at:
www.ucd.ie/campusdevelopment/ 

The University’s Strategic Plan is available at www.ucd.ie/strategy



[bookmark: _Toc196294351]Scope of the Framework Agreement
1.1 [bookmark: _Toc196294352]Type of Framework
[bookmark: _Hlk509327772]The Contracting Authority proposes to engage in a competitive process for the establishment of a framework agreement.  A framework agreement constitutes a means of establishing overall terms and conditions in accordance with which, for a specified duration, individual contracts may or may not be awarded. 
	For
	Reinstatement Cost Consultancy Services

	Type of framework: 
	Single Party Framework Agreement

	Lots
	LOT 1: University College Dublin – UCDOPP5531
LOT 2: University of Limerick –UL0997
LOT 3: University of Galway –BUILD/1317/2025

	Award of contracts: 
	In the context of a single-party framework agreement, the successful Framework Member does not have to compete for each new contract.  It is emphasised that a framework agreement constitutes no guarantee to purchase a specific quantity of supplies or services from a particular economic operator.  


1.2 [bookmark: _Toc196294353]Numbers Admitted to the Framework Agreement
The framework agreement will be established as a single party framework agreement with the tenderer selected following the tender stage and the application of the award criteria.  Thereafter they will be considered for the award of all contracts within the scope of the framework agreement.
1.3 [bookmark: _Toc196294354]Duration of the Framework Agreement
The framework agreement will be for five (5) years, conditional on satisfactory performance, business needs and budgetary constraints. 
The Contracting Authority propose to run a framework for Reinstatement Cost Consultancy Services for a longer duration than usual. The Contracting Authority require the duration of the framework for the consultancy services to define, establish and commence a process that will allow a rolling update of the Reinstatement Cost into the future while delivering an economical yet robust and consistent Reinstatement Cost for insurance purposes.
In order to understand the campus and its complexities, a level of initial investment is required on the part of the consultant. Once appointed the consultant will be required to spend considerable time getting to know the campus, its physical layout and buildings plans. Only after this period will the consultant be in a position to implement the objectives and provide the services, the subject of the framework agreement. It is also more economically advantageous for the Contracting Authority to procure a consultant for this specific role for five years to avoid the cost and complexities of the initial outlay.
For the avoidance of doubt, the Contracting Authority confirms that the period of any contract awarded under the framework agreement may extend beyond the date of expiry of the agreement.

1. [bookmark: _Toc188727519][bookmark: _Toc188857023][bookmark: _Toc188857066][bookmark: _Toc195622010][bookmark: _Toc196294355]
1. [bookmark: _Toc188727520][bookmark: _Toc188857024][bookmark: _Toc188857067][bookmark: _Toc195622011][bookmark: _Toc196294356]
1.4 [bookmark: _Toc188727521][bookmark: _Toc188857025][bookmark: _Toc188857068][bookmark: _Toc195622012][bookmark: _Toc196294357]Estimated Value of the Framework Agreement
The estimated value of fees pursuant to the defined scope within the framework agreement is in the region of €300,000 (ex. VAT) over the 5 year lifetime of the framework. In addition, in estimating the total value of the framework a provisional estimate of €200,000 per lot is to be included for ad hoc services as set out in the scope over the lifetime of the framework. Combined, this brings the framework agreement estimate in the region of €900,000 (ex. VAT)
It is emphasized that the University of Galway, the University of Limerick and University College Dublin will draw down from this Framework and separate contractual engagements will be put in place. Contracting Authorities will individually manage ongoing contractual obligations. The figure provided is strictly for indicative purposes and there is no guaranteed expenditure under the framework agreement.
1.5 [bookmark: _Toc196294358]Awarding Contracts under the Framework Agreement
In the case of a single party framework agreement contracts may be awarded directly on foot of the original tenders or by consultation with the Framework Member and/or through invitation to provide a supplementary tender within the constraints laid down in this tender documentation and the terms and conditions. 
For the avoidance of doubt, this Framework is also being created for use by the Contracting Authority subsidiaries, at their own discretion, where they have no alternative arrangements in place. All contracts awarded under the Framework may be in any the Contracting Authority locations.
1.6 [bookmark: _Toc196294359]Management of Performance 
Supplier performance will be continually monitored over the term of the framework agreement. 
1.7 [bookmark: _Toc196294360]Right to Tender Outside of the Framework
The Contracting Authority intends to use the framework for the procurement of requirements falling within its scope during the specified period; however, it reserves the right to go outside the framework for the procurement of any requirement without reference to the Framework Member. Admission to a framework does not guarantee the award of any contract to any economic operator, nor does it give the member the right to be consulted in respect of, or tender for, any contract.
Admission to the framework will be conditional upon acceptance of the Contracting Authority’s Contract Terms and Conditions provided with the tender documents at issue of tender.
Tenderers are required to review these terms and conditions and indicate their acceptance thereof as part of their tender submission.
1.8 [bookmark: _Toc196294361]Award to Runner Up
If for any reason, it is not possible to establish the framework agreement with the designated successful tenderer emerging from this competitive process; the Contracting Authority reserves the right to establish the framework with the next highest scoring tenderer on the basis of the terms advertised at any time during the tender validity period. This shall be without prejudice to the right of the Contracting Authority to cancel this competitive process and/or initiate a new contract award procedure at its sole discretion.



[bookmark: _Toc188727534][bookmark: _Toc188857038][bookmark: _Toc188857081][bookmark: _Toc195622025][bookmark: _Toc188727535][bookmark: _Toc188857039][bookmark: _Toc188857082][bookmark: _Toc195622026][bookmark: _Toc196294362]Specification of Requirements
1.9 [bookmark: _Toc196294363]Scope of this Framework Agreement
The framework agreement will be established on foot of this tender competition. The framework agreement will also be used for unforeseen requirements which fall clearly within the defined scope of the framework and additional services (as and when required) the Contracting Authority will consult the members of the framework agreement in accordance with the rules of operation outlined in this Invitation to Tender.
1.10 [bookmark: _Hlk195705981][bookmark: _Toc196294364]General Details of Requirements
The Contracting Authority’s ambition is to create a base line reinstatement Cost for property insurance purposes across its entire estate portfolio. Following the establishment of this base line, the Contracting Authority intends to review the established Reinstatement Cost on an annual basis.
The property insurance annual review is conducted during the period of April through to August. The Contracting Authority is seeking to prepare its annual Reinstatement Cost no later than March of each year to ensure the most recent and accurate information is provided into the property insurance review process.
Reinstatement Costs will be required to be developed into the current Risk and Underwriting information, together with photographic surveys of the existing property assets to be considered by the insurance market.
The Contracting Authority is seeking an economical and reasonable approach to the development of its Reinstatement Cost.
Lot 2 and 3 (University of Limerick and University of Galway)
The University of Galway and University of Limerick have existing photographic surveys which will need to be updated on an annual basis.
A reinstatement portfolio with baseline costs has previously been prepared for the University of Galway and the University of Limerick, these baseline costs will need to be updated on an annual basis.
Site visits will be required annually to update both the photographic survey and the reinstatement cost portfolio
1.11 [bookmark: _Toc196294365]Base Requirements
To ensure value for money and deliver upon the annual required Reinstatement Cost the following scope of service is proposed:
Base Requirements for Lot 1 (University College Dublin)
Year 1
Site Visit
The Selected tenderer is required to visit each of the University Properties, conduct a visual inspection to gain a detailed understanding of the properties.

Reinstatement cost
Detailed market analysis and preparation of baseline Reinstatement Cost. The baseline information will be prepared on a building-by-building basis. Each properties reinstatement cost should be broken down identifying appropriate make-up of the total reinstatement value of each property.
Benchmarking
In year 1, a cross sample of ten (10) large, complex, heavily serviced, and special properties, agreed with the Contracting Authority should be valued using an elemental cost plan structure. This exercise will provide a current and relevant analysis of various building types such as teaching, high tech, research, administration, protected etc. This analysis will support the valuation methodology should include a rate per sqm, then applied to the relevant floor area for buildings within the portfolio.
The Reinstatement Cost will be prepared in industry appropriate report format that will be acceptable to insurers together with a soft copy in excel.
Photographic Survey - Option
The selected tenderer may be required, as part of the Site Visit, to prepare a photographic survey of each property to record and identify relevant property details. The Photographic Survey can only be drawn down under the direction of the Employer and only with the Employer's prior agreement before any costs can be incurred.
Year 2 
Reinstatement cost
The Selected tenderer will be required to provide a desktop update to the baseline Reinstatement Cost. The update will take account of any industry inflation changes as appropriate, future development risk, changes in legislation or regulations that will impact development costs and consequently reinstatement values.
Benchmarking
In year 2, an additional cross sample of five (5) large, complex, heavily serviced, and special properties, agreed with the Contracting Authority should be valued using an elemental cost plan structure. This exercise will provide a current and relevant analysis of various building types such as teaching, high tech, research, administration, protected etc. This analysis will support the valuation methodology should include a rate per sqm, then applied to the relevant floor area for buildings within the portfolio.
Year 3 to 5
The years 3 through to 5 of the agreement will involve a blended approach to the preparation of the annual Reinstatement Cost.
Site visit and photographic survey
It is proposed that a Site Visit as defined in Year 1 will be conducted at approximately 20% of the estate property. The visits and property selected will be agreed with the Contracting Authority. As part of the Site Visit, the Photographic Surveys may need to be updated. The Photographic Survey can only be drawn down under the direction of the Employer and only with the Employer's prior agreement before any costs can be incurred.

Reinstatement cost
The Selected tenderer will be required to provide a desktop update to the baseline Reinstatement Cost. The update will take account of any industry inflation changes as appropriate, future development risk, changes in legislation or regulations that will impact development costs and consequently reinstatement values.
Benchmarking
In year 3 to 5, an additional cross sample of five (5) large, complex, heavily serviced, and special properties, agreed with the Contracting Authority should be valued using an elemental cost plan structure. This exercise will provide a current and relevant analysis of various building types such as teaching, high tech, research, administration, protected etc. This analysis will support the valuation methodology should include a rate per sqm, then applied to the relevant floor area for buildings within the portfolio.
Note: It is important to note that some properties are recorded in a grouped manner for example the University hosts several residential villages which have several individual properties or blocks, however, they may be recorded as a single building unit on the property index. Conversely the University have a number of properties that have undergone extensions over the past 40 plus years. Significant extensions are recorded as separate building line items on the property index to distinguish the different characteristics.
Year 5
Upon conclusion of the agreement and following the production of the Reinstatement Cost for year 5, the Selected Tenderer will provide the University will all relevant documentation prepared and delivered during the course of the engagement in soft copy recognising the University may use this information to inform future work in this area.
Note: The Contracting Authority reserves the right to amend the scope of works during the life of the project
Requirements for Lot 2 and 3 (University of Limerick and University of Galway )
A reinstatement portfolio with baseline costs has previously been prepared for the University of Galway and the University of Limerick, these baseline costs will need to be updated on an annual basis.
Site visits will be required annually to update both the photographic survey and the reinstatement cost portfolio
Year 1 to 5
Site visit and photographic survey
The University of Galway and University of Limerick have existing photographic surveys which will need to be updated on an annual basis. The Selected tenderer is required to visit each of the University Properties, conduct a visual inspection to gain a detailed understanding of the properties.
It is proposed that a Site Visit will be conducted at approximately 20% of the estate property. The visits and property selected will be agreed with the Contracting Authority. As part of the Site Visit the selected tenderer should identify any change to property details which will affect the Reinstatement Cost of the property
Reinstatement cost
The Selected tenderer will be required to provide a desktop update to the baseline Reinstatement Cost. The update will take account of any industry inflation changes as appropriate, future development risk, changes in legislation or regulations that will impact development costs and consequently reinstatement values.
The Reinstatement Cost will be prepared in industry appropriate report format that will be acceptable to insurers together with a soft copy in excel.
Note: It is important to note that some properties are recorded in a grouped manner for example the University hosts several residential villages which have several individual properties or blocks, however, they may be recorded as a single building unit on the property index. Conversely the University have a number of properties that have undergone extensions over the past 40 plus years. Significant extensions are recorded as separate building line items on the property index to distinguish the different characteristics.
Year 5
Upon conclusion of the agreement and following the production of the Reinstatement Cost for year 5, the Selected Tenderer will provide the University will all relevant documentation prepared and delivered during the course of the engagement in soft copy recognising the University may use this information to inform future work in this area.
Note: The Contracting Authority reserves the right to amend the scope of works during the life of the project
1.12 [bookmark: _Toc196294366]Ad Hoc Services Requirements
Reinstatement Valuations
It is envisaged that during the duration of this agreement the University will make changes to its estate portfolio in the form of new development, upgrades, refurbishments, demolitions, acquisitions and disposals. In some instances, lease agreements may require property insurance input also.
From time to time, the Contracting Authority will require support from the Selected Tenderer to update the University Reinstatement Cost schedule and provide the necessary details for property insurance purposes to the insurers.
Claim Support
It is envisaged that during the duration of this agreement the University may find itself in a property insurance claim situation. The Selected Tenderer will work with the University to provide cost and general advice to the University in support of the claim requirements and needs. This service may involve, but not limited to, services such as site visits, engagement with loss adjusters, assessors, insurance companies, brokers, detailed surveys which will be agreed at the time.  
Suitability Testing
During the duration of the agreement the University may require support, advice and guidance in relation to its built asset portfolio. The Selected Tenderer may be required to assist in testing and assessing the university’s strategic options in terms of the long-term feasibility, suitability, compliance, fitness for purpose, energy and utility efficiency, financial investment and sustainability including Life cycle costs. This work may be brought about following a property related incident, and or, as part of future strategic planning considerations under the University strategic decision-making process. 
1.13 [bookmark: _Toc196294367]Reinstatement Cost Provision Generally
The basis of the service provided must reflect that required by industry insurance providers to ensure a full property reinstatement value is professionally prepared. It is the responsibility of the tenderer to deliver a robust professional service relying solely on their own professional expertise, experience and development. Where the tenderer does not hold a particular element the necessary in-house expertise to deliver on the requirements of this tenderer, it shall be their own responsibility to obtain such expertise. The Tenderer is required to provide for all specialist support required to deliver on the service requirements.
Valuations should be based upon a like for like replacement. However, it is noted that replacement buildings will be required to comply with current building regulations and legislation at the time of reinstatement.
The insurance policy is based on “total Loss” and as such the property reinstatement value should include for all necessary items.
Property specifics, especially in the area of protected structures, recorded monuments and historic buildings must be accurately identified and valued. The Selected Tenderer is to include for all specialist input required to accurately prepare reinstatement values for structures of these types.
Construction environment fluctuations need to be commented upon and accurately reflected in so far as is reasonable in accordance with good industry practice.
The Society of Chartered Surveyors tender index together with other relevant data index should be used when considering the Reinstatement Cost.
Reinstatement Cost reports should contain details pertaining to building regulations changes, those that have been implemented recently and those that are envisaged into the future. Each report should distinguish which if these regulation changes have been allowed for within the reinstatement valuation. The reinstatement valuation should include for decanting and or temporary accommodation where necessary and as appropriate.
Reinstatement cost breakdown should include the following elements: Demolition & Site clearance, Debris removal, Securing the site, building cost (including Mechanical, Electrical, ICT and Specialist services, Fixed furniture and equipment), External works, Statutory fees and Charges, Professional fees and charges, Public Authority compliance, legislation compliance including the Planning & Development Act 2000, together with VAT
The definition of Buildings as described in the current policy documentation is:
•	buildings 
•	landlord’s fixtures and fittings in and on the buildings 
•	foundations 
•	culverts 
•	underground tanks 
•	outbuildings extensions annexes gangways 
•	walls gabions rock armour gates and fences 
•	services which shall mean telephone, gas and water mains electrical instruments meters piping cabling and the like and the accessories thereon extending from the buildings to the perimeter of the premises or to the public mains (including those underground) 
•	paths bridges cables landscaped areas tracks sports surfaces playing pitches and signage 
•	car parks yards and roads 
•	jetties made of rock or concrete 
•	slipways made of rock or concrete
1.14 [bookmark: _Toc196294368]Information Available
The following information where within the Contracting Authority’s possession will be made available to the Selected Tenderer:
Lot 1: University of Limerick 
· A Location Map of the properties on University of Limerick’s Main Campus 
· A schedule of properties/ property index which shall include the following information (Building reference number, coordinates, high level specification) 
· Sample Layout Plans for the Properties in pdf format. 
Lot 2: University of Galway  
· A Location Map of the properties on University of Galway’s Main Campus 
· A schedule of properties/ property index which shall include the following information (Building reference number, coordinates, high level specification) 
· Sample Layout Plans for the Properties in pdf format.
Lot 3: University College Dublin 
· A Location Map of the properties on University College Dublin’s Campus 
· A schedule of properties/ property index which shall include the following information (Building reference number, coordinates, high level specification) 
· Sample Layout Plans for the Properties in pdf format. 
1.15 [bookmark: _Toc196294369]Use of Brand Names, etc.
Where reference is made in the technical specification to any required particular make, source, origin, patent, process, trademark, brand name or standard, such reference shall on every occasion be understood as being accompanied by the words “or equivalent”. These references are provided only where it is not otherwise possible for a sufficiently precise description to be defined.
1.16 [bookmark: _Toc196294370]Pricing
Pricing will be fixed for the 5 years of the Framework. (adjusted annually on the anniversary of the appointment, either with an increase or decrease if occurring, and only in accordance with movement of the Consumer Price Index (CPI) or any similar replacement consumer price tracking method as unilaterally selected by the Contracting Authority and in addition, Tenderers are to note that this will be the only adjustment mechanism)
As per the Pricing Document pricing and rates are required for:
•	Project Director
•	Senior Project Surveyor
•	Project Surveyor
Please refer to the Pricing Document for further details. Tenderers must complete all of the relevant sections fully as failure to do so may invalidate the tenderer's response.
1.17 [bookmark: _Toc196294371]Obligations Regarding End of Framework
Upon conclusion of the Framework agreement and following the production of the Reinstatement Cost for year 5, the Selected Tenderer will provide the University will all relevant documentation prepared and delivered during the course of the engagement in soft copy (compatible with Microsoft office) recognising the University may use this information to inform future work in this area.
1.18 [bookmark: _Toc196294372]Health and Safety
The service provider’s staff must be fully compliant and up to date with all relevant Health and Safety legislation and have all the health and safety training required to carry out work on the at the Contracting Authority’s locations.
1.19 [bookmark: _Toc196294373]Insurance
•	The successful Consultant shall ensure that any sub-consultants who they engage to carry out the Contract also comply with all the insurance requirements of the tender as per the ITT document. The Consultant shall have a system in place to check and validate the insurances of any sub-consultants and ensure they satisfy the requirements of the Tender. 
· Tenderers are required to include a specific indemnity in favour of the Contracting Authority in relation to the Employers, Public /Products Liability and Motor Insurance Policies. 
•	Motor insurance: The Consultant will be required to provide evidence of Third-Party Property Damage with a minimum limit of €6.5Million any one accident /unlimited any one period. Evidence of a specific indemnity in favour of the Contracting Authority is required.  
•	The Consultant shall procure, and at all times during the operation of the Contract keep in force with a reputable insurance company authorised to underwrite business in Ireland, a policy or policies sufficient to fully indemnify the Contracting Authority against any and all claims for which the Consultant may be liable under the Framework. The Policies must be placed with a reputable insurance company with a secure financial rating approved by AM Best, Moody or equivalent finance house.  
•	The Consultant shall upon demand provide to the Contracting Authority evidence that the said policy or policies are in full force and effect and shall provide certified extracts reasonably acceptable to the Contracting Authority. Such insurance shall in no event be cancelled or allowed to lapse by the Consultant during the term of the Contract. 
Proof of insurance levels and an indemnity in favour of the Contracting Authority on insurance policies will be required, prior to and will be a condition of award pursuant to this competition. Insurance levels required are set out in SAQ document QC2-part-1-v3.1. 
· Employers Liability €13M
· Public Liability €6.5M
· Professional Indemnity €3.5M

The successful Consultants must maintain these insurance levels required by Contracting Authority for the duration of the framework and must submit a copy of their insurance policy annually. Professional Indemnity Policies should be maintained for a period of 6 years post contract completion. 
1.20 [bookmark: _Toc196294374]Contract Management
The Contracting Authority requires tenderers to nominate a dedicated Contract Manager who will act as the main point of contact for the duration of the framework.  This person shall have the authority to deal with all matters in relation to contracts and be responsible for the satisfactory delivery of the services required.  The duties of the Contract Manager will include the following:
•	Overall responsibility for a good working relationship with the Contracting Authority;
•	Manage the assignment process and ensure all parties are fully briefed at all times.
•	Be fully available and contactable during operational hours to Contracting Authority staff.
•	Meet as and when required to review the relationship and examine performance;
•	Deal with disputes, complaints, queries or concerns that cannot be immediately adequately resolved;   
•	Regularly give and receive both formal and informal feedback on the relationship, workloads, processes, areas and suggestions for improvement and cost savings;
•	Provide details of contract management reports proposed including content, financial payment, frequency, etc.   
•	Provide a summary file of activity on a monthly / annual basis
•	Proactively discuss with the Contracting Authority ways of improving efficiency regarding service delivery in general.
In addition, the following must be supported: 
(a)	Meetings on a monthly basis between the Contract Manager and the Contracting Authority nominated contact to review all issues regarding the contract. 
(b)	Volume usage records to support monthly invoicing is to be issued to the post owner/budget holder or their nominee for their information/ approval of payment. 
NOTE 1: Tenderers will note that contract management activities will be non-billable. 
NOTE 2: A backup Contract Manager must also be available to cover periods of holiday/illness etc. Their details must be made available to the Contracting Authority when the Framework commences.
1.21 [bookmark: _Toc196294375]Operation of A Service Level Agreement
A Service Level Agreement with agreed Key Performance Indicators will be the process for measuring performance. 
The precise KPIs for performance monitoring will be agreed with the Framework Member. It is expected that the successful tenderer(s) will take a proactive role in monitoring performance with a view to making appropriate recommendations where necessary for continuous improvement.

[bookmark: _Toc196294376][bookmark: _Toc188727548][bookmark: _Toc188857050][bookmark: _Toc188857093][bookmark: _Toc195622037]Instructions to Tenderers
1.22 [bookmark: _Toc196294377]Submission of Tenders via www.etenders.gov.ie
The Contracting Authority is using the Tender Postbox facility and tenders must be submitted electronically via the eTenders postbox facility on www.etenders.gov.ie only. Tenderers must ensure that they give sufficient time to upload their tender response.  All Tenders submitted in soft copy must be compiled such that they can be read immediately using PDF readers.
The Contracting Authority is not responsible for corruption in electronic documents. Tenderers must ensure electronic documents are not corrupt.
In responding to this tender all tenders must follow the format of the tender document and respond to each element of the tender document in the order as set out in this RFT.  Tenderers should produce their response as a SINGLE UPLOADED DOCUMENT, if possible, which is clearly labelled, page numbered and indexed. 
Tenderers must ensure that they give themselves sufficient time to upload and submit all required tender documentation before the tender closing date/time. Tenderers should take into account the fact that upload speeds vary. There is a maximum of 2.14 GB for individual files sent to the electronic postbox and a one-hour limit for upload. In order to submit a document to the electronic postbox, please note that you must click “Submit Response”. After submitting you can still modify and re-send your response up until response deadline. Tenderers should be aware that the ‘Submit Response’ button will be disabled automatically upon the expiration of the response deadline.
Tenderers not familiar with uploading on eTenders should ensure they familiarise themselves with the process.
	The closing date for tenders is
	29/08/2025 at 12:00pm



It is the responsibility of the tenderer to ensure that their tender is complete and is uploaded by the designated deadline. Tenders that are received late or via other means WILL NOT be considered in this public procurement competition.
1.23 [bookmark: _Toc196294378]Queries
All queries regarding this competition should be submitted via the E‐Tenders query process, clearly marked with the subject line:
‘QUERY: Single-Operator Framework Agreement - Provision of Reinstatement Cost Consultancy Services’ The closing date for receipt of such queries is 12:00 (local time) on 15/08/2025
The following additional conditions govern the submission of queries:
a) No approach of any kind should be made to any other person within, or associated with, the Contracting Authority in connection with this Procurement Procedure. Any such approach may, at the absolute discretion of the Contracting Authority, result in the elimination of the tenderer in question from this process.
b) The Contracting Authority will endeavour to respond to all reasonable queries received but does not undertake to respond to all queries indiscriminately.
Responses to queries will be issued via eTenders to all parties, in order to ensure that no party has an unfair advantage over any other. 
For the purpose of circulating responses queries will be edited to avoid disclosing the identity of the querist, and any sensitive information included in the query should be clearly indicated.  Please note that the Contracting Authority cannot accept responsibility for information relayed (or not relayed) via third parties.
In the event that a tenderer considers a query confidential or commercially sensitive, it must mark the query accordingly. If the Contracting Authority considers, at its absolute discretion, that the query or related response should be properly regarded as confidential or commercially sensitive, the nature of the query and its response will be held as confidential, subject to the Contracting Authority’s obligations under law.
1.24 [bookmark: _Toc196294379]Sufficiency & Accuracy of Tender
Tenderers will be deemed to have examined all the documents enclosed and by their own independent observations and enquiries will be held to have fully informed themselves as to the nature and extent of the requirements of the tender.
Tenderers are cautioned to check the accuracy of their tender prior to submission. A tender found containing any clerical errors or omissions may, at the sole discretion of the Contracting Authority, be referred back to the tenderer for correction. Any subsequent adjustment(s) must be confirmed in writing.  
The Contracting Authority reserves the right to disqualify incomplete tenders.
1.25 [bookmark: _Toc196294380]Tender Documents – Ambiguity, Discrepancy, Error, Omission
If you consider that you are missing any documents which would prevent you from submitting a comprehensive tender, please contact us as soon as possible.
Tenderers shall immediately notify the Contracting Authority should they become aware of any ambiguity, discrepancy, error or omission in the Tender Documents.  The Contracting Authority will, upon receipt of such notification, issue a clarification via eTenders in respect of any such ambiguity, discrepancy, error or omission. Such clarification shall then form part of the Tender Documents.
1.26 [bookmark: _Toc196294381] Extension of Tender Period
The Contracting Authority reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to extend the closing date for receipt of tenders by giving notice in writing to all parties who have expressed an interest in the notice via eTenders no later than six days before the original closing date.
1.27 [bookmark: _Toc196294382] Modifications to Tenders Prior to the Closing Date for Receipt of Tenders
Modifications to Tenders will be accepted in the form of supplementary information and/or addenda, provided they are submitted electronically via the eTenders postbox facility on www.etenders.gov.ie only before the closing date for receipt of tenders and clearly marked as part of the tender. Any modifications received, by whatever means, after the closing time for receipt of tenders will not be considered.
1.28 [bookmark: _Toc196294383] Cost of Preparation of Tender
The Contracting Authority will not be liable for any costs, charges or expenses incurred by tenderers in the preparation of proposals or any associated efforts. It is the responsibility of the tenderer to ensure that they are fully aware and understand the requirements as laid down in this document. Tenderers will be responsible for any costs incurred by them in the event that they are required to attend clarification or other meetings or make a presentation of their proposals.
1.29 [bookmark: _Toc196294384] Funding Dependency 
The supplies/services offered in this tender shall be contingent on continued funding approvals from government planning agencies, other relevant authorities and Contracting Authority’s capital budget committees.
1.30 [bookmark: _Toc196294385] Tender Validity Period
To allow sufficient time for Tender assessment a Tender Validity period of 12 months is required, this period commencing on the closing date by which the Tenders are to be returned.
1.31 [bookmark: _Toc196294386] Qualification of Tenders and Referential Bids
Please note that qualifications to a Tender may be considered a counter offer and may render the tender invalid. Tenders made by reference to other tenders are not valid and cannot be considered.
1.32 [bookmark: _Toc196294387] Clarification of Tenders
The Contracting Authority is entitled, but not obliged, to seek clarification of tenders, including pricing breakdowns in the course of the evaluation process. No change in the price or substance of the Tender shall be sought, offered or permitted. To assist in finalising the tender evaluation, selected tenderers may be invited to attend clarification meetings with the Contracting Authority.
1.33 [bookmark: _Toc196294388] Correction of Errors 
Detailed pricing of all tenders will be examined for errors that might alter the tender pricing as determined from the figures on the tender form or as between the hard copy and electronic versions of the tender.  Where a discrepancy arises between any figure submitted on the pricing element of eTenders versus the content of the Tender Submission, the Tender Submission figures will be used in the assessment. 
In the case of manifest errors - where there is a discrepancy between the unit price and the total amount derived from the multiplication of the unit price and the quantity, the unit price as quoted will normally govern. 
The amount stated in the tender form will be adjusted by the Contracting Authority in accordance with the above procedure and, with the agreement of the tenderer, shall be considered as binding upon the tenderer. Without prejudice to the above, a tenderer not accepting the correction of their tender as outlined may have their tender rejected.
1.34 [bookmark: _Toc196294389]Confidentiality
The distribution of this PIM or any other tender documentation is for the sole purpose of providing information to candidates for tendering for the aforementioned professional services. The distribution of this document does not grant permission or licence to use the documents for any other purpose. Tenderers are required to treat the details of all documentation provided in connection with this competition as private and confidential. Similarly, the Contracting Authority undertakes to use all reasonable endeavours to ensure that any confidential information received from tenderers is not disclosed to third parties, subject always to its obligations under law and the applicable provisions of the Freedom of Information Act, 2014.
In this regard, tenderers are asked to consider if any of the information supplied by them in response to this Contract Notice should not be disclosed because of its sensitivity. Tenderers must specify the precise information that is sensitive and the reasons for its sensitivity. Tenderers are advised that it is not sufficient to merely include a statement of confidentiality encompassing all information contained in a submission. The Contracting Authority cannot guarantee that any information provided by tenderers, either in response to this Contract Notice or in the course of any this agreement awarded as a result thereof, will not be released pursuant to the Contracting Authority’s obligations under law, including the Freedom of Information Act, 2014, European Procurement Directives and all Irish procurement legislation and guidance. The Contracting Authority accepts no liability whatsoever in respect of any information provided that is subsequently released or in respect of any consequential damage suffered as a result of such obligations.
1.35 [bookmark: _Toc196294390]Conflict of Interest
Any conflict of interest involving a tenderer must be fully disclosed to the Contracting Authority.
Any registrable interest involving a tenderer and the Contracting Authority, or employees of the Contracting Authority or their relatives, must be fully disclosed in the submission. In the event that a tenderer becomes aware of the conflict of interest only after a submission has been made, the conflict of interest must be immediately disclosed to the Contracting Authority. The terms ‘registrable interest’ and ‘relative’ will be interpreted in accordance with Section 2 of the Ethics in Public Office Act, 1995 (as amended). Failure to disclose a conflict of interest may disqualify a tenderer or invalidate the award of any subsequent agreement, depending upon when the conflict of interest is made known to the Contracting Authority.
1.36 [bookmark: _Toc196294391]Currency and Payments
The currency and invoices in which all prices and rates shall be tendered, and which payments under the contract will be paid, shall be Euros (€). All prices and rates quoted should be exclusive of VAT.  
Invoices shall be submitted by the successful tenderer on a monthly basis for all costs incurred in the preceding month.   All official invoices must quote a Contracting Authority purchase order number.  All invoices which do not quote the relevant order number(s) will be returned to the supplier.
A schedule of payments will be agreed with the successful tenderer. The Contracting Authority operates in accordance with S.I. 580 of 2012 which transposes EU Directive 2011/7/EU on combating Late Payment in commercial Transactions. 
The method of payment used by the Contracting Authority is normally Electronic Funds Transfer.
1.37 [bookmark: _Toc196294392]Tax Clearance
It will be a condition of award of this framework and any subsequent contract that the successful tenderer(s) comply with all EU and national tax laws.  Tenderers are referred to the Irish Revenue web site http://www.revenue.ie/. Non-resident tenderers should apply to the Office of the Revenue Commissioners, Non-Resident Tax Clearance Unit, Office of the Collector General, Sarsfield House, Francis Street, Limerick, Ireland; e-mail: nonrestaxclearance@revenue.ie    The Contracting Authority will satisfy themselves that any tenderers being considered for award of a framework / contract are appropriately tax compliant by checking their status via the online system for which tenderers are requested to provide their Tax Clearance Access Number and Tax Reference Number to facilitate verification.  By supplying these numbers tenderers acknowledge and agree that the Contracting Authority has the permission to verify its tax cleared position at any time during the term of the framework agreement / contract. This requirement must continue to be maintained throughout the duration of the operation of this framework agreement.
1.38 [bookmark: _Toc196294393]Withholding Tax
Where applicable, payments shall be subject to Irish ‘Professional Services Withholding Tax’ at the prevailing rate (currently at 20%) as laid down by the Revenue Commissioners in Ireland. Non-residents may be able to reclaim such deducted Tax from the Office of the Revenue Commissioners in Ireland, International Claims Section located currently at Government Buildings, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary, Ireland (Tel: 353-67-63400).
1.39 [bookmark: _Toc196294394]Irish Legislation and Law 
Tenderers should be aware that national legislation applies in other matters such as Employment, Working Hours, Official Secrets, Data Protection and Health and Safety. Tenderers must have regard to statutory terms relating to minimum pay and to legally binding industrial or sectoral agreements in the Contracting Authority tenders and in delivering contracts awarded to them. The contract[s] awarded on foot of this tender process will be governed by Irish law.
1.40 [bookmark: _Toc196294395]Compliance with All Relevant Employment Law Obligations
Tenderers shall ensure that all rates quoted for the provision of services allow for statutory deductions such as PRSI, PAYE, Annual leave/Holiday pay. 
It is the obligation of the successful tenderer/s to ensure that any foreign personnel have provided them with the necessary documentation to prove that they can legally work in this country.
Prior to expiry of the agreement, if requested, the successful tenderer shall, upon the termination of this agreement for any reason or prior to the expiration of the Term, promptly furnish such anonymised information relating to the terms and conditions of the employment of all persons providing the services as may be required by the Contracting Authority. The successful tenderer agrees to the Contracting Authority releasing any such anonymised information to third party tenderers for the purposes of any procurement competition for the provision of the services upon expiry of the Term or earlier termination of this contract for whatever cause.
Where applicable, tenderers shall be required to include an undertaking to comply fully with the provisions of Council Directive 2001/23/EC of 12 March 2001 on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to the safeguarding of employees’ rights in the event of transfers of undertakings, business or parts of undertakings or business and as implemented in Irish law by Statutory Instrument S.I. No. 131 of 2003, the European Communities (Protection of Employees on Transfer of Undertakings) Regulations 2003 and to indemnify the Contracting Authority for any claim arising or loss or costs incurred as a result of its failure or incapacity to fulfil its obligations under the said Directive and Statutory Instrument.
The Protection of Employees (Temporary Agency Work) Act 2012(the “2012 Act”) provides that an Agency Worker (as defined in the 2012 Act) is entitled to the same basic working and employment conditions as those which apply to employees recruited directly by the Hirer (as defined in the 2012 Act) to do the same or a similar job. Where the provision of the Services will involve the provision to the Contracting Authority of Agency Workers (within the meaning of the 2012 Act), Tenderers should ensure that they consider their obligations under the 2012 Act when pricing their Tender. The Contracting Authority shall have no liability for any increase in salaries that may be payable as a result of the application of the 2012 Act to the provision of the Services.
1.41 [bookmark: _Toc196294396]Freedom of Information Act
All responses to this invitation to tender will be treated in confidence and no information contained therein will be communicated to any third party without the written permission of the tenderer except insofar as is specifically required for the consideration and evaluation of the response or as may be required under law, including the Freedom of Information Act 2014, EU and Irish Government Procurement Procedures, or in response to questions, debates or other parliamentary procedures in or of the Oireachtas (the Irish Parliament).
Tenderers are asked to consider if any of the information supplied by them in response to this request for tenders should not be disclosed because of its sensitivity. If this is the case, tenderers should specify the information that is sensitive and the reasons for its sensitivity. The Contracting Authority cannot guarantee that any information provided by tenderers, either in response to this tender or in the course of any contract awarded as a result thereof, will not be released pursuant to the Contracting Authority’s obligations under law, including the Freedom of Information Act 2014, EU and Irish Government Procurement Procedures. the Contracting Authority accepts no liability whatsoever in respect of any information provided which is subsequently released or in respect of any consequential damage suffered as a result of such disclosure.
1.42 [bookmark: _Toc196294397]Dignity at Work
The successful tenderer(s) shall comply with all relevant legislation relating to dignity at work. As a public body and employer, the Contracting Authority is committed to a policy of equality of opportunity for all personnel.   
In line with the Disability Act 2005, accessibility requirements should be clearly stated in request for tenders / quotations where applicable. Under Section 27 of the Act the Contracting Authority is required to ensure that both the goods supplied and services provided to it are accessible to persons with disabilities.
1.43 [bookmark: _Toc196294398]Change in the Composition of a Tender
The Contracting Authority reserves the right, but is not obliged, to disqualify any Tenderer that makes any change to its composition after submission of a Tender.  Any such changes must be notified to the Contracting Authority and require formal agreement.
1.44 [bookmark: _Toc196294399]Interference and Inducement to Purchase
Any effort by the tenderer to unduly influence the Contracting Authority, relevant agency personnel or any other relevant persons or bodies in the process of examination, clarification, evaluation and comparison of tenders and in decisions concerning the Award of Contract shall have their tender rejected. In accordance with Section 38 of the Ethics in Public Office Act 1995 any money, gift or other consideration from a person holding or seeking to obtain a contract will be deemed to have been paid or given corruptly unless the contrary is proved.
1.45 [bookmark: _Toc196294400]Notification of Tender Evaluations
All tenderers will be informed of the outcome of their tenders following tender evaluation and any necessary clarifications. 
In the case of National value frameworks, the Contracting Authority will issue a Letter of Regret with the name of the winning tenderer(s) and the scores of the tenderer and the winning tenderer.  
In the case of EU value frameworks, the following information will be provided in the Letter of Regret – name of successful tenderer(s) designated; the applicable standstill period; scores of the tenderer and that of successful tenderer; features and characteristics of winning tender where they scored higher marks in relevant criteria. The Contracting Authority will undertake not to award the contract/establish the framework for a period of at least 14 (or whatever period is stated in the notification letters) days from the date of notification of unsuccessful tenderers (‘standstill period’).
1.46 [bookmark: _Toc196294401]Award Notices
Following the award of contract, an award notice will be dispatched to the Official Journal of the European Union announcing the results of the competition no later than 30 days after the award of contract. It should be noted that it is standard practice for the Contracting Authority to include the price of the winning tender or the range of prices of tenders received in the publication of the award notice as required under European procurement rules.
1.47 [bookmark: _Toc196294402]Policy on Personal Debriefings
Based on the provision of the information to unsuccessful tenderers as outlined above and due to resourcing constraints, the Contracting Authority will not be offering individual debriefing meetings to unsuccessful bidders.
1.48 [bookmark: _Toc196294403]Brand Names, etc.
Please note in relation to this tender document; where reference is made to a particular make, source, process, trademark, type or patent, that this is not to be regarded as a de facto requirement.  In all such cases, it should be understood that the reference in question is accompanied by the words “or equivalent”.
1.49 [bookmark: _Toc196294404]Right Not to Award
The Contracting Authority does not bind itself to accept the most economically advantageous tender or any tender. It also reserves the right to accept or reject in whole or in part any or all tenders received, and, in particular, to source the requirement with more than one service provider. 
The invitation to tender is issued in good faith; however, the Contracting Authority at its sole discretion shall not be obliged to award a contract or proceed to further stages in the procurement process and reserves the right to cancel the procurement process.
1.50 [bookmark: _Toc196294405]Environmental Aspects
The Contracting Authority is committed to the principles of environmental management in its activities and it encourages the implementation of sustainability principles in its procurement practices.  Tenderers/consultants should make all reasonable efforts to minimise adverse environmental impact in the methods of services delivery and in materials used.
1.51 [bookmark: _Toc196294406]Knowledge and Skills Transfer
It will be a condition of the contract that opportunities for the transfer of skills and/or knowledge from the Tender/Tender’s staff to the Contracting Authority staff will be availed of during the course of the contract or prior to the handing over of the finished work/product.
1.52 [bookmark: _Toc196294407]Collusive Tendering
If any Tendering Party is found to have, at any time, offered to give or to have agreed to offer or give to any person, any bribe, gift, gratuity, commission or consideration of any kind as an inducement or reward for taking or forbearing to take any action in relation to the obtaining of its Tenders, or for showing or forbearing to show any favour or disfavour to any person in relation to its Tenders, the bid submitted by such Tendering Part shall be automatically disqualified and the circumstances surrounding such action shall be referred to the appropriate authority.
1.53 [bookmark: _Toc196294408]Consortia And Prime Subconsultants
The Contracting Authority seeks to encourage participation on a fair and equal basis by Small and Medium Enterprises (“SMEs”) in this Competition.  SMEs that believe the scope of this Competition is beyond their technical or business capacity are encouraged, subject to this paragraph, to explore the possibilities of forming relationships with other SMEs or with larger enterprises.  Through such relationships, they can participate and contribute to the successful implementation of any Services Contracts that may result from this Competition and therefore increase their social and economic benefits. 
Larger enterprises are also encouraged, subject to this paragraph, to consider the practical ways that SMEs can be included in their proposals to maximise the social and economic benefits of any Services Contracts that may result from this Competition. 
Where a group of undertakings (in whatever form and regardless of the legal relationship between them) come together to submit a Tender in response to this RFT the Contracting Authority will deal with all matters relating to this Competition through the entity who will carry overall responsibility for the performance of the Services Contract only (the “Prime Consultant”), irrespective of whether or not tasks are to be performed by a subconsultant or other consortium member (the “Subconsultant”).  The Tenderer must clearly and comprehensively set out the name, title, telephone number, postal address, facsimile number and email address of the nominated contact personnel of the Prime Consultant authorised to represent the Tenderer and to whom all communications shall be directed and accepted until this Competition has been completed or terminated.  Correspondence from any other person (including from any Subconsultant) will NOT be accepted, acknowledged or responded to.
1.54 [bookmark: _Toc196294409]Relying on the Standing of Other Entities
A Tenderer may enter a tender submission in the form of an individual, a partnership, or a limited company. Furthermore, each Tenderer is reminded that they may, if necessary, rely on the other available resources from connected or related legal entities, subject to board approval and subject to contract and condition of proof guarantee to rely on these resources for disposal when necessary. Failure to provide such satisfactory levels of evidence shall permit the Contracting Authority to disqualify any applicant from the tender process Ab initio.  A parent company guarantee with letter of reliance may be taken as evidence to confirm reliance of resources from a legally related or connected entity and may be accepted in order to satisfy the minimum levels of resources as indicated herein. Such evidence shall be supplied to the Contracting Authority, prior to the execution date limitation of each agreement.
1.55 [bookmark: _Toc196294410]Anti-Competitive Conduct
Tenderers attention is drawn to the Competition Act 2002 (as amended, the “2002 Act”). The 2002 Act makes it a criminal offence for Tenderers to collude on prices or terms in a public procurement competition.
1.56 [bookmark: _Toc196294411]Publicity
Tenderers shall not undertake (or permit to be undertaken) at any time, whether at this stage or after the award of the agreement, any publicity activity with any section of the media in relation to this tender/agreement other than with the prior written consent of the Contracting Authority.  Such consent shall extend to the content of any publicity.  For the purposes of this paragraph, the word “media” includes (but is not limited to) radio, television, newspapers, trade and specialist press, the Internet and e-mail accessible by the public at large and the representatives of such media.
The Contracting Authority will have the right to publicise or otherwise disclose to any third-party information regarding this process and the agreement.
1.57 [bookmark: EOD][bookmark: _Toc196294412]Personnel 
Notification must be sent in writing as soon as possible to the Contracting Authority on any proposed change of nominated personnel, such change to be subject to the written approval of the Contracting Authority.  Replacement personnel must be of equal or better standing than those of the personnel originally proposed in terms of qualifications and experience.
1.58 [bookmark: _Toc196294413]Amendment of Tender Documentation
Tenderers are prohibited from amending any text or content of forms or declarations or templates provided as part of this tender competition in their tender responses.  Where amendments have been identified the Contracting Authority may at its discretion eliminate the tenderer from further consideration.
1.59 [bookmark: _Toc196294414]Intellectual Property Rights
All Intellectual Property Rights title and interest in all reports, data manuals and/or other materials (other than software) (including without limitation all and any audio- or audio-visual recordings, transcripts, books, papers, records, notes, illustrations, photographs, diagrams) produced for the purposes of this Agreement (collectively “the Materials”) (or any part or parts thereof) shall vest in the Client and the Consultant so acknowledges and confirms. For the avoidance of doubt the Consultant hereby assigns all Intellectual Property Rights, title and interest in the Materials (including by way of present assignment of future copyright) to the extent that any such Intellectual Property Rights title or interest may be deemed by law to reside in it in the Materials to the Client absolutely.
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