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Request to Participate” RTP”  in a DYNAMIC PURCHASING SYSTEM “DPS” for the  

Supply of Pre-owned Fire Appliances and Fire and specialist rescue and support vehicles. 

 

 

Tender Procedure: Restricted Procedure 
 

Publication Date:  1st February 2022 

Proposed commencement date for DPS Mid December 2021 
 

Proposed duration  8 years 
 

Closing date for Queries 
Please note as the DPS has a multi-year 
duration, queries can be raised at any time 

Monday 21st February 2022 

Format for queries  Via eTenders only 
 

Format for submission of questionnaires Via eTenders only 
 

Initial closing date for responses (this date does 
not prevent applications after the date, but is 
being set to ensure the DPS can be used with 
effect from mid-March 2022.   

Tuesday 7th March 2022 at 12 noon 
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1. The Contracting Authority 
Dublin City Council herein after referred to as the Contracting Authority, is the authority responsible 

for this procurement.  

Dublin City Council is the largest Local Authority in Ireland, employing approximately 5,900 staff.  

The 2022 Revenue Budget amounts to €1.13 billion, while the three year Capital Programme 2022 – 

2024 amounts to €2.401 billion.  

The Council provides a wide and diverse range of services to the citizens of Dublin City (population in 

excess of 500,000), to businesses and to visitors to the city. Activities are carried out in both the 

physical works area (e.g. provision and maintenance of housing, roads) and in the areas of arts, sports, 

recreation and social services (e.g. libraries, sports facilities parks, community development and 

housing welfare services). The City Council also provides emergency services through Dublin Fire 

Brigade. 

Council facilities are spread geographically throughout the city and are also located outside the Dublin 

City Council area. The Council headquarters are located at Wood Quay, Dublin 8. 

Dublin City Council is responsible for the social, economic, infrastructural, and cultural development 

of the city. The range of services provided by Dublin City Council could best be summarised by listing 

the programme group structure used by central government to classify the activities of all local 

authorities as follows: 

 Housing & Building 

 Road Transportation & Safety 

 Development Incentives & Controls 

 Environmental Protection 

 Recreation & Amenity 

 Education, Health & Welfare 

 Dublin Fire Brigade 

 Miscellaneous Services 
 

Further information is available at our corporate website www.dublincity.ie    

Dublin Fire Brigade (DFB), has approximately 1000 fire-fighters working four continuous shifts 24/7 to 

deliver a fire, rescue, call taking & dispatch and emergency medical service to the citizens of Dublin 

City and County on behalf of the four Dublin local authorities. 

2. Scope of the Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS) 
DFB are seeking applications from firms who may be in a position to Source and Supply Previously 

Owned Fire Appliances and Fire and specialist rescue and support vehicles. An indicative specification 

for a Class B Fire Appliances is outlined in appendix 1, however this DPS may be utilised to procure 

other pre-owned Fire appliances and Fire and specialist rescue and support vehicles. 

In summary the Goods which may be sourced under this DPS comprise: 

 Pre-owned Fire appliances 

 Pre-Owned Fire & Rescue vehicles 

 Pre-owned Fire & rescue support vehicles 
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2.1 Term of the DPS 

The term of this DPS is eight (8) years.    The Contracting Authority reserves the right to terminate the 

DPS at any time and in doing so will communicate its decision to all DPS members and issue a 

termination notice to this effect via an award notice in the OJEU.  

 

2.2 Value of Expenditure Anticipated over life of the DPS 

The Contracting authority estimates the expenditure on the Goods to be covered by the proposed 

Goods contracts may amount to some €8,000,000 excluding vat over the term of the DPS. 

Candidates must understand that this figure is an estimate only based on current and future 

expected usage.  

 

3. Operation of the Dynamic Purchasing System. 
A DPS operates in multiple stages as follows:  

Admittance to the DPS and subsequent award of contracts thereunder comprises of the following 

two stages:  

3.1 Stage 1 – Admittance to the DPS  

This DPS will be hosted on the eTenders web platform www.etenders.gov.ie. 

All communications arising out of or in connection with the DPS will be by electronic means. No hard 

copy documents will be issued or accepted by the Contracting Authority. 

The Contracting Authority invites Applications in response to this RTP from economic operators. 

Economic operators may apply for admission to the DPS or re-apply in the case of Candidates who 

failed to satisfy the compliance or selection criteria in this RTP, at any point throughout the entire 

Term (as defined in paragraph 2.1 above).  

Applications will be assessed by the Contracting Authority against the compliance and selection 

criteria in paragraph 4 of this RTP.  

All Candidates that meet the compliance and selection criteria “Qualified Candidates” in this RTP will 

be admitted to the DPS.  

An outline of the process is set out below: 

1. Candidates must register with eTenders.  

2. Candidates must review all DPS materials published on the eTenders for this Competition.  

4. Candidates must complete the DPS Qualification Questionnaire, at Appendix 2. Candidates 

are not required to submit a tender proposal or pricing in response at this stage. 

5. Initial response dates for Queries and responses are set out in Sections 6(b) and 6(c) 

below. However, for the avoidance of doubt candidates may submit a query or application at 

any time during the Term of the DPS. 
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6. Candidates that fulfil the compliance and selection criteria in this RTP will be sent   

confirmation via the eTenders web platform of its admittance to the DPS 

7. Candidates that do not meet the compliance and selection criteria in this RTP will not be 

admitted to the DPS and will be notified accordingly via the eTenders web platform 

7. Unsuccessful Candidates may re-apply for admittance onto the DPS at any stage 

throughout the Term.  

8. Economic Operators that did not submit an application in response to this RTP by the 

Initial application deadline specified in paragraph 6(c)of this RTP may apply for admittance 

onto the DPS at any stage throughout the Term.  

 

3.2 Stage 2 – Award of Contracts under the DPS 

DPS Mini-Competition(s) will be conducted in accordance with the procedures set out below. 

1. DPS mini-tender “RFT” will be issued to all Qualified Candidates the “Tenderers” via the 

eTenders website. 

2. Tenderers must review all RFT material published on the eTenders website.  

3. Tenderers must complete the Tender Response Document “TRD” attached to the DPS mini-

Tender “RFT”. 

4. The RFT will contain deadline dates for both queries and tender response. 

5. Tenderers must upload their response by the tender deadline  

6. Tenderers will have their tenders evaluated against the award criteria 

7. After the assessment of the valid tenders received in response to the mini tender the 

Contracting Authority may decide to award the contract(s) to the Tenderer that has 

submitted the most economically advantageous tender based on the award criteria issued 

with the mini tender. The award criteria listed in paragraph 5 may be employed in part or in 

full. The weightings will be notified at mini-tender stage 

8. The Contracting Authority may seek updated self-declared information prior to any award.    

 

3.3 Direct Contact by DPS Members  

It is recognised that from time to time, members of the DPS may have an appliance or piece of 

equipment available at a given point in time that does not coincide with a DPS mini-tender which 

they believe may be of interest to the Contracting Authority.   On such occasions DPS members are 

invited to contact the Contracting Authority directly and depending on the circumstances, the 

Contracting Authority reserves the right to enter into a contract directly with the supplier, or to run a 

mini-tender to enquire if other members have available equipment of a similar nature.  
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4. Selection Criteria  
 

Candidates must complete the DPS Qualification Questionnaire as per Appendix Two which has been 

made available as a separate document in word format.  

4.1 Candidates will either PASS or FAIL each of the Selection Criteria in this part 

  A Candidate who fails any one of the following Selection Criteria will be deemed 
inadmissible for admission to the DPS.  
 
The Contracting Authority may require Candidates to submit supporting documents 
at any stage of the process via electronic means, no later than 5 calendar days from 
the time of the request, unless notified otherwise in writing, via the Electronic 
Platform.  
 
However, where the Candidate is unable, for a valid reason, to provide the 
documentation specified below, the Candidate must inform the Contracting Authority 
of the reason why the documentation cannot be supplied and, if the Contracting 
Authority considers the reason given to be valid, provide such other suitable 
alternative documentation to prove, to the satisfaction of the Contracting Authority, 
their economic and financial capacity. 
 
Candidates must complete the relevant sections of the DPS Qualification 
Questionnaire, at Appendix 2 to this RTP to this RTP, in line with instructions provided 
in that document.  
 
Candidates are reminded that they may rely on the capacities of other entities in 
order to meet the Selection Criteria.  
 
Candidates are also reminded that Unsuccessful Candidates may re-apply for 
admittance onto the DPS at any stage throughout the Term of the DPS. 
 

Economic and Financial standing 

Candidates must declare that they satisfy the financial and economic standing requirements set 
out below and that they are able, upon request and without delay, to provide supporting 
documentation specified below to the Contracting authority in each case. 
 

General Information Assessment 

Provide contact and general information on the tendering organisation - company 
name, address and contact details for individual responsible for this tender and 
company overview as well as information on sub-contractors and consortium 
members if applicable. 

Pass/Fail 

Eligibility Requirements Assessment 

Declaration of Bona Fides: 
 Tenderers must complete and sign the following declarations: 

 Complete the Declaration of Bona Fides as per Art. 57 of Directive 
2014/24/EU as implemented by SI 2814 of May 2016 as contained in the 
Tender Response Document.   

Pass/Fail 
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Tenderers may be excluded from participation based on the responses 
made in the declaration.    

 

Tax Clearance compliance. 
Rule: Must submit a signed statement that the company and all proposed sub-
Contractors (if applicable) are able to produce a valid Tax Clearance Certificate in 
compliance with Circular (43) 2006 (or as amended) and that the certificate will be 
maintained for the duration of the contract and will be on a 12 month basis. OR 
must submit a valid Tax Clearance Certificate as stated above. 

Pass/Fail 

Insurance  
The following insurances will be required of any candidate successful in being 
awarded a contract pursuant to a DPS Mini-Tender.  The types and levels of 
insurance required are not likely to exceed the following insurances:  
 

Type of Insurance  

Employers Liability  €13 million limit for any one claim or 
series of claims arising out of a single 
occurrence  
 

Public Liability €6.5 million limit for any one claim or 
series of claims arising out of a single 
occurrence  
 

  
 

Pass/Fail 

Turnover/Financial Standing:  
Turnover during the each of the past three financial years where a private 
organisation or alternatively a statement confirming that the applicant is a Public 
Body or Local Authority without access to turnover information. 
 
Rule: Where a private organisation, submit a statement confirming that the 
turnover exceeded €100,000 in any of the last three financial years, or pro-rata if 
more recently established, and that evidence of turnover and other financial 
information will be provided promptly on request at any time prior to the award 
decision being made.  
 
In the case of a Public Body or Local Authority a letter on company headed paper 
confirming that the candidate is either a Public Body or Local authority which 
operates a Fire service. The letter must describe the candidate’s scope of services 
and be signed by an authorised person on behalf of the Authority. 
 

Pass/Fail 

Technical and Professional ability Score 

Candidates must declare that they satisfy the Technical and Professional 
requirements set out below and that they are able, upon request and without 
delay, to provide supporting documentation specified below to the Contracting 
authority in each case. 
 

 
 

Previous experience 
In the case of private organisations, candidates must provide information clearly 
demonstrating successful delivery of two previous comparable contracts for the 

Pass/Fail 



8 | P a g e  
 

Supply of pre-owned Fire Appliances to an operational Fire Authority or similar 
organisation.  
 
Alternatively, that they are a Public Body or Local Authority and the owner and 
operator of a Fire service vehicles. 

Health & Safety  
Candidates must provide information which demonstrates operation of health & 
safety systems and procedures in line with all relevant Safety Health & Welfare at 
Work legislation. 
 

Pass/Fail 

 

5.  Mini Tenders and Award Criteria   
On occasions where the Contracting Authority has a requirement, a mini tender will be issued to all 

members of the DPS.  The award criteria listed hereunder may be employed in part or in full.  The 

weightings will be notified at mini-tender stage.    

Note this is the award criteria that will be used in any DPS Mini Tender. You are not required to 

tender at this stage. 

3.3 The Goods contract will be awarded on the basis of the Most economically 
advantageous tender(s) as identified in accordance with the following criteria: 

Criterion  Weighting Range 

Cost 
Cost  excludes delivery 

40- 60% 

Warranty 
Rule. Scores may be awarded based on the warranty the tenderer would 
offer on a pre-owned equipment. In the event that Warranty is used as an 
award criterion in a mini tender tenderers should note that it is not 
essential that warranty is offered as there will be No minimum score 
threshold. 

 
0 - 10% 

Quality and fitness for purpose of the equipment offered  
This will relate to the features, age, mileage, etc. of the machine being 
offered.  

40 – 60% 

 

Methodology for scoring Cost. 

The following formula will be applied to the cost score:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Scorer Cost A 

Lowest Cost from a Bona Fide Tender B 

Cost from the tender being evaluated C 

Formula employed A x B 
    C 
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6. Instructions to Candidates  
 

(a) Use of eTenders 

Applications must be submitted via the electronic post-box available on www.etenders.gov.ie (the 

“Electronic Platform”). Only Applications submitted to the electronic post-box will be accepted. 

Applications submitted by any other means (including but not limited to by email, fax, post or hand 

delivery) will NOT be accepted. Candidates must ensure that they give themselves sufficient time to 

upload and submit all required Application documentation before the initial Application Deadline (as 

defined in paragraph (c) below has passed. Candidates should take into account the fact that upload 

speeds vary. There is a maximum of 4GB for the total (combined) documents sent to the electronic 

post-box. In order to submit a document to the electronic post-box, please note that you must click 

“Submit Response”. After submitting you can still modify and re-send your response up until 

response deadline. 

 

(b) Closing date for Queries  

All queries relating to any aspect of this Competition or of this RTP must be directed to the 

messaging facility on the Electronic Platform www.etenders.gov.ie. Subject to paragraph (d) of this 

RTP, queries related to the Initial Application must be submitted by no later than  

Closing date for Queries (initial) Monday 21st February 2022 at 12:00 hours 
 

  

For the avoidance of doubt, Candidates may not contact the Contracting Authority directly regarding 

any aspect of this Competition.  However, queries may be received at any time throughout the term 

of the DPS. 

All responses to queries will be issued by the Contracting Authority via the messaging facility on the 

Electronic Platform www.etenders.gov.ie Where appropriate, queries may be amalgamated. 

Candidates should note that the Contracting Authority will not respond to individual Candidates 

privately. 

The Contracting Authority reserves the right to issue or seek written clarifications via the Electronic 

Platform. 

The Contracting Authority reserves the right, at any time before the Application Deadline, to update 

or amend the information contained in this document and/or to extend the Application Deadline. 

Participating Candidates will be informed of any such amendment or extension through the 

eTenders website. 

Candidates should ensure that they register their interest in this Competition, by clicking on the 

“Accept” button on www.etenders.gov.ie , in order to receive all responses to queries and other 

updates in relation to this Competition. 
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(c) Initial Closing date for Applications  

Initial Application Deadline Subject to paragraph (d) of this RTP, Initial Applications must be received 

not later than  

Closing date for Applications  Monday 7th March 2022 at 12:00 noon  
 

 

This initial deadline may facilitate the formation of the DPS. However, applications may be received 

at any time throughout the term of the DPS. 

 

(d) Right to Apply after the Initial Closing Date 

Notwithstanding the Initial Application Deadline in paragraph (c) and deadline for Initial submission 

of clarification queries in paragraph (b), both unsuccessful Candidates that submit an Application but 

fail to fulfil the compliance and selection criteria in this RTP, and economic operators that did not 

submit an Application in response to this RTP by the Application Deadline may raise clarification 

queries relating to any aspect of this Competition or of this RTP and apply / re-apply and submit an 

Application in response to this RTP at any stage throughout the Term of the DPS. The Contracting 

Authority shall evaluate any such Application(s) against the compliance and selection criteria set out 

in this RTP and shall duly notify the Applicant of the outcome of that Application via eTenders 

website. 

(e) Freedom of Information  

Candidates should be aware that, under the Freedom of Information Act 2014, information provided 

by them during this Competition may be liable to be disclosed.  

Candidates are asked to consider if any of the information supplied by them in their Application 

should not be disclosed because of its confidentiality or commercial sensitivity. If Candidates 

consider that certain information is not to be disclosed because of its confidentiality or commercial 

sensitivity, Candidates must, when providing such information, clearly identify such information and 

specify the reasons for its confidentiality or commercial sensitivity. If Candidates do not identify 

information as confidential or commercially sensitive, it is liable to be released in response to a 

Freedom of Information request without further notice to or consultation with the Candidate. The 

Contracting Authority will, where possible, consult with Candidates about confidential or 

commercially sensitive information so identified before making a decision on a request received 

under the Freedom of Information Act. The Contracting Authority accepts no liability whatsoever in 

respect of any information provided which is subsequently released (irrespective of notification) or 

in respect of any consequential damage suffered as a result of such obligations 

(f) Conflicts of Interest 

Any conflict of interest or potential conflict of interest on the part of a Candidate, Subcontractor or 

individual employee(s) or agent(s) of the Candidate or Subcontractor(s) must be fully disclosed to 

the Contracting Authority as soon as the conflict or potential conflict is or becomes apparent. In the 

event of any actual or potential conflict of interest, the Contracting Authority may invite Candidates 

to propose means by which the conflict of interest might be removed.  
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The Contracting Authority will, in its absolute discretion, decide on the appropriate course of action, 

which may in appropriate circumstances include eliminating a Candidate from this Application 

process or a DPS Mini-Competition or terminating any Goods Contract entered into by such 

Candidate/Tenderer. 
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Appendix One: Indicative Specifications 
Typical specification  

As a sample of the type of appliance that may be required, see below spec for a Class B appliance: 

Note :ALL APPLIANCES MUST BE RIGHT HAND DRIVE 

• Class B Fire Engine 

• Red Body Colour complete with reflective markings 

• 2009 registration or newer 

• Right Hand Drive 4 X 2 Chassis 

• Scania Chassis (to comply with Brigade Spare Parts, Driver and Mechanical Staff Training) 

• Minimum Length 8 metres 

• Minimum  6 Person Crew Cab complete with Seat Belts 

• Automatic Transmission 

• Minimum 260 Brake Horse Power 

• Low Level Exhaust Extraction 

• Electronic Siren 

• Blue Lightbar & front, side and rear blue repeater lights 

• Light Mast 

• Side Scene Lighting 

• Minimum 4 BA Set Holders in the Crew Cab 

• 3 Lockers per side and a Pump Bay Locker 

• Suitable Shelving in Lockers 

• Minimum 1,800 Litre Water Tank 

• Minimum 3,000 Litre / Minute pump PTO Driven Pain Pump – Details of Pumping 

Hours must  be provided with the tender submission 

• 2 No. Hose Reels (complete with 60m of Hose) – 1 per Side 

• Supplied with Ladder Gantries for 13.5m, 10.5m Short Extension & Roof Ladders 

• Suction Hose Stowage 

• MOT for Vehicle within the past 12 months 

• Main Pump Test Record with the past 12 months 

• Photographs and a Video Clip must be submitted with the tender showing all of the 

exterior of the appliance, all locker layouts and the crew can arrangements 

• Delivered to Ireland (Dublin Port or other) 

• All tariffs / taxes etc. to be paid by the supplier 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 | P a g e  
 

 


